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ADVERTISEMENT. 



This work was originally published in four large volumes, 
of which the first contained the history to the year 590 ; 
the second, to the Concordat of Worms ; the third, to 
the death of Pope Boniface VIII; and the fourth, to 
the eve of the Reformation. The present is the sixth 
edition of the first portion, and the fourth edition of the 
second. 

The whole has been carefully revised ; and in sending 
the book forth in its new form, I would repeat, from the 
notice formerly prefixed to the concluding volume, the 
expression of my " hearty thankfulness that I have been 
allowed to carry it on so far, and that it has been found 
useful as an introduction to the knowledge of ecclesias- 
tical history." 

J. C. R. 

Precincts, Canterbury, 
October^ 1873. 



" Nihil a me igitur, carissime quisquis es, PRiETER 

QUOD POLLICEOR EXIGAS, VIDELICET VERBIS PRO- 
LATAM COMMUNIBUS SIMPLICEM GESTORUM NARRA- 
TIONEM.'' 

Arnulf. Mediolanensis, i. i. (Migne, Patrol. Lat. cxVAv. 2Si,^ 
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CHAPTER I. 



THE APOSTOLIC AGE. 

THE fulness of the time was come* when Christianity 
was proclaimed on earth. The way had been pre- 
pared for it, not only by that long system of manifest 
and special training which God had bestowed on his 
chosen people, but by the labours of Gentile thought, 
employing the highest powers in the search after truth, 
yet imable to satisfy man's natural cravings by revealing 
to him with certainty his origin and destiny, or by 
offering relief from the burdens of his soul. The Jews 
were looking eagerly for the speedy accomplishment of 
the promises made to their fathers ; even among the 
Gentiles, vague prophecies and expectations of some 



VOL. I. 






* Gal. iv. 4. 



THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 



Book I. 



great appearance in the East were widely current.^ The 
affairs of the world had been ordered for the furtherance 
of the Gospel ; it was aided in its progress by the dis- 
persion of the Jews, and by the vast extent of the Roman 
dominion.<= From its birthplace, Jerusalem, it might be 
carried by pilgrims to the widely scattered setdements in 
which their race had found a home ; and in these Jewish 
settlements its preachers found an audience to which 
they might address their first announcements with the 
reasonable hope of being understood. From Rome, 
where it early took root, it might be diffused by means 
of the continual intercourse which all the provinces of 
the empire maintained with the capital It might ac- 
company the course of merchandise and the movements 
of the legions. 

We learn from the books of the New Testament, that 
within a few years from the day of Pentecost the know- 
ledge of the faith was spread, by the preaching, the 
miracles, and the life of the apostles and their associates, 
through most of the countries which border on the Medi- 
terranean sea. At Rome, before the city had been 
visited by any apostle, the number of Christians was 
already so great as to form several congregations in 
the different quarters.** Clement of Rome states that 
St. Paul himself, in the last period of his life, visited 
" the extremity of the West "^ — an expression which may 



b Sueton. Vespas. 4. See Merivale, 
Hist. Rom. i. 54, and for a full survey 
of the condition of the world, DoUin- 
ger, 'Heidenthum und Judenthum,' 
especially pp. 728-734. 

^ Orig. c. Celsum, ii. 30; Euseb. 
Demonstr. Evangel, iii. 7, pp. 139-40. 
Paris, 1628. 

d Rom. xvi. 

* ivl t6 Hpfia TTjs 5i5(7€«s i\0(bv. 
Ad Cor. c. 5. See Bp. Jacobson's 
note on the passage, PP. Apostol. i. 



27; Blunt, 55, 193; Lightfoot, pp. 
49-51. Dr. SchaiT, who supposes St. 
Paul's martyrdom to have followed 
immediately on his ^rst imprisonment 
at Rome, adopts the conjectiu-e of 
(firb for hrl from Wieseler, and under- 
stands the words to mean "having 
appeared before the highest authorities 
of the West " (346). But (i) although 
ripfia may be used for supreme 
authority^ there is no evidence that 
it can mean the possessors of such 
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be more probably interpreted of Spain (in accordance 
with the intention expressed in the Episde to the Ro- 
mans)^ than of our own island, for which many have 
wished to claim the honour of a visit from the great 
teacher of the Gentiles. The early introduction of 
Christianity into Britain, however, appears more certain 
than the agency by which it was eflfected ; and the same 
remark will apply in other cases. 

While St. Paul was engaged in the labours which are 
related in the Acts of the Aposdes, his brethren were 
doubtless active in their several spheres, although no 
certain record of their exertions has been preserved. 
Sl Peter is said to have founded the church of Antioch, 
and, after having presided over it for seven years, to 
have left Euodius as his successor, while he himself 
penetrated into Parthia and other countries of the East j 8 
and it would seem more reasonable to understand the 
date of Babylon in his First Epistie (v. 13) as mean- 
ing the eastern city of that name than as a mystical 
designation of pagan Rome.^ Yet notwithstanding this, 
and although we need not scruple to reject the idea of 
his having held, as a settled bishop, that see which 
claims universal supremacy as an inheritance from him,* 
it is not so much a spirit of sound criticism as a religious 
prejudice which has led some Protestant writers to deny 
that the apostle was ever at Rome,2E where all ancient 



authority, which is the sense required 
for this construction; and (2) when 
found in connexion with di&<r€<as it 
must surely bear a geographical mean- 
ing. [CC DOllinger, 'Christenthum 
und Kirche,' 81. Dr. SchafT has 
kindly informed me that he has now 
given up Wieseler's conjecture. 1870. J 

f XV. 28. See Nat. Alex. iv. 372. 

S Hieron. de W. Illustr. i ; Baron. 
39. 18. Against the story of St. Peter's 
bishoprick at Antioch see Burton, L 



119 ; Hdnichen in Euseb. iii. 36 (t. L 
p. 272). 

h Sec WUtsch, *Kirchhche Geo 
graphic u. Statistik,' L 17; Alford, 
Prolegg. to X. Pet. sect 4 ; Presscnse, 
L 73-4. [Dr. von DOllinger takes the 
opposite view. Chr. u. Kirche, 99.] 

> See Barrow, 185-214. 

^ See Pearson, Minor Works, il 
327-341 ; Barrow, 188 ; Thiersch, i. 
90-3 ; Alford, Prolegg. to i Pet sect. 
2. 
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testimony represents him to have suffered, together with 
St. Paul, in the reign of Nero.^ St. Bartholomew is said 
to have preached in India and Arabia ; ^ St. Andrew in 
Scythia;" St. Matthew and St. Matthias in Ethiopia.® 
St. Philip (whether the deacon or the apostle is uncertain) 
is supposed to have settled at Hierapolis in Phrygia.P 
The church of Alexandria traced itself to St. Mark ; that 
of Milan, but with less wanant,*i to St. Barnabas. The 
church of Edessa is said to have been founded by St 
Thaddeus; and this might perhaps be more readily 
believed if the story were not connected with a manifestly 
spurious correspondence between our Saviour and Abgarus, 
king of that region.' St Thomas is reported to have 
preached in Parthia* and in India; the Persian church 
claimed him for its founder, and the native church of 
Malabar advances a similar claim. But the name of India 
was so vaguely used that little can be safely inferred from 
the ancient notices which connect it with the labours of St 
Thomas ; and the more probable opinion appears to be 
that the Christianity of Malabar owes its origin to the 
Nestorian missionaries of the fifth century, who, by 
earrjdng with them from Persia the name of the apostle of 
that country, laid the foundation of the local tradition.^ 
The African church, which afterwards became so promi- 
nent in history, has been fabulously traced to St. Peter, and 
to St Simon Zelotes ; but nothing is known of it with cer- 
tainty until the last years of the second century, and the 



* E.£^., Euseb. ii. 25 ; Grig, in Gen. 
t. iii., cited i6. iii. i ; Hieron. de W. 
lUustr. X. See Pusey, n. on Tertullian, 
L 471 ; Alford, Prolegg. to i Pet sect. 
2 ; Lightfoot on Clem. Rom. pp. 46-7. 
Bp. Pearson (Minor Works, i. 396) 
places their mart3n"dom in a.d. 67 
or 68; Mr. Qinton in a.d. 65 (Fasti 
Rom. i. 47); Dr. Schaffand others (see 
p. 2 n.') in A.D. 64. 

™ Euseb. V. 10. 

*» lb. ui. I. 



° See Tillem. i. 391, 406 

P Polycrat. ap. Euseb. v. 24. 

*1 Tillem. i. 657. 

'' Hegesipp. ap. Euseb. i. 13 ; ii. i. 

* Euseb. iii. i. 

* See Neander, i. 1x2-14 ; Milman, 
note on Gibbon, iv, 381 ; Wiltsch, i. 
19 ; Hough, ' Christianity in India,' i. 
^42 (Tx>nd. 1B39) ; Neumann, * Gesch, 
d. engliiichen Keichs in Asien,' ii. 279 
(Leipz. 1857). 
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Christianityof Africa was most probably derived from Rome 
by means of teachers whose memory has perished" 

There may be too much hardness in rejecting traditions, 
as well as too great easiness in receiving them. Where 
it is found that a church existed, and that it referred its 
origin to a certain person, the mere fact that the person 
in question was as likely as any other to have been the 
foimder, or perhaps more likely than any other, can surely 
be no good reason for denying the claim. We have before 
us, on the one hand, remarkable works, and on the other, 
distinguished names; and although tradition maybe wrong 
in connecting the names with the works, it is an un- 
reasonable scepticism to insist on separating them with- 
out examination and without exception. 

The persecution by Nero is one of the circumstances 
in our early history which are attested by the independent 
evidence of heathen writers. It has been supposed that 
Christianity had once before attracted the notice of the 
imperial government ; for it is inferred from a passage in 
Suetonius that disturbances among the Roman Jews on 
the subject of Christ had been the occasion of 
the edict by which Claudius banished them from 
Rome.* But the persecution under Nero was more dis- 
tinctly directed against the Christians, on whom the 
emperor affected to lay the guilt of having set fire to the 
city. Some were sewn up in the skins of wild beasts, 
and exposed to be torn by dogs ; some were crucified ;| 
others were covered with a dress which had been smeared^ 
with pitch, and was then set on fire, so that the victims 
served as torches to illuminate the emperor's gardens, 
while he regaled the populace with the exhibition of 
chariot-races, in which he himself took part Tacitus, in 



A.D. 64-68. 



° Munter, 'Primordia Eccl. Afri- 
canae/ cc 3-4- (Copcnh. 1829.) 
* Acts xviiL 2 ; Sueton. Oaud. 25 ; 



Guericke, L 122. Sec Merivale, Hist. 
Rom. vi. 263. 
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relating these atrocities, states that, although the charge 
of incendiarism was disbelieved, the Christians were un- 
popular as followers of an unsocial superstition ; but that 
the infliction of such tortures on them raised a general 
feeling of pity.y As to the extent of this persecution 
(which has been a subject of dispute) the most probable 
opinion appears to be that it had no official sanction be- 
yond the immediate neighbourhood of the capital ; but the 
display of Nero's enmity against the Christian name must 
doubtless have afiected the condition of the obnoxious, 
community throughout the provinces of the empire.^ 

Until the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, the 
capital of God's ancient people, the birthplace 
of the church, had naturally been regarded by 
Christians as a religious centre. It was the scene of the 
apostolic council, held under the presidency of its 
bishop, St. James "the Just."* And, as the embracing 
of the Gospel was not considered to detach converts of 
Hebrew race from the temple-worship and other Mosaic 
observances, Jerusalem had continued to be a resort for 
such converts, including the apostles themselves, at the 
seasons of the great Jewish festivals. But the destruc- 
tion of the temple and of the holy city put an end to 
this connexion. It was the final proof that God was no 
longer with the Israel after the flesh ; that the Mosaic 



A.D. 77. 



y Annal. xv. 44. See on the pas- 
sage, Merivale, vi. 169, 274. Dean 
Merivale supposes that the persecu- 
tion was directed against " the turbu- 
lent Jews, notorious for their appeals 
to the name of Christ as an expected 
prince or leader ; " that these "sought 
to implicate the true disciples, known 
to them and hated by them ; " and 
that our historians, misled by the use 
of the name of Christ, '* too readily 
imagined that the persecution was 
directed against the Christians only," 

28x 



' Mosheim, Instit Majores, 124-6 ; 
Milman, n. on Gibbon, i. 546 ; Schaff, 
i. 351. See Rose, 'Christianity al- 
ways Progressive/ 139-40, Cambr. 
1829. Notices of martyrs who are 
said to have 'suffered in various coun- 
tries during this persecution may be 
found in Tillemont, ii. 75-7. 

* Acts XV. For the identity of the 
bishop of Jerusalem with the apostle 
St James the Less, see Dr. Mill's 
essay on * Our Lord's Brethren,' Cam- 
bridgei 1843. 
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system had fulfilled its work, and had passed away.*» 
At the approach of the besieging army, the Christian 
community, seeing in this the accomplishment of their 
Master's warning, had withdrawn beyond the Jordan to 
the mountain town of Pella. The main body of them 
returned after the siege, and established themselves 
among the ruins, under Symeon, who had been raised to 
the bishoprick on the martyrdom of St. James, some 
years before ; ^ but the church of Jerusalem no longer 
stood in its former relation of superiority to other 
churches.*^ 

Christianity, as it was not the faith of any nation, liad 
not,* in the eyes of Roman statesmen, a claim to ad- 
mission among the religions allowed by law (religiones 
licita) ; it must, indeed, have refused such a position, if it 
were required to exist contentedly and without aggression 
by the side of systems which it denounced as false and 
minous ; and thus its professors were always exposed 
to the capricious enmity of rulers who might think fit 
to proceed against them. Thirty years after the time of 
Nero, a new persecution of the church, wider 
in its reach, although of less severity * than the 
former, was instituted by Domitian. The banishment of 
St. John to Patmos, where he saw the visions recorded 
in Uie last book of Holy Scripture, has generally been 
referred to this persecution.^ Nor does there appear to 



A.D. 95-6/ 



*> Grig. c. Gels. iv. a ; Just. Mart., 
Dial. c. Tryph. 5a. 
^ Euseb. iii. 11 ; Tillem. iL 187, 

575. 
d Giesel. I. i. 136-9. 

^ This is Tillemont's date, ii. 118, 
533. Comp. Clinton, p. 80. Baronius 
and others place the beginning four 
years earUer. 

f Blunt, a28. 

S So Irenaeus adv. Haereses, v. 30. 
Many modem German writers refer 



the Apocalypse to an earlier date, 
such as the time of Nero^s persecu- 
tion. (See Gieseler, I. i. 137 ; Gue- 
ricke, i. 97.) Hase would refer it, not 
to any exile in Patmos, but to a volun- 
tary residence there in the reign of 
Galba(38) ; but Hengstenberg, Ebrard 
(Comment Gber d. Offenbarung, 131) 
and Schaff (i. 406-8) maintain the 
older view, in favour of which see 
Dean Alford's Prolegomena to the 
Revelation (Gr. Test. iv. 330-6, ed*iV 
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be any good reason for disbelieving the story that the 
emperor, having been informed that some descendants of 
the house of David were Uving in Judaea, ordered them to 
be brought before him, as he apprehended a renewal of the 
attempts at rebellion which had been so frequent among 
their nation. They were two grandchildren of St. Jude. 
— the " brother " of our Lord, as he is called. They 
showed their hands, rough and homy from labour, and 
gave such answers as proved them to be simple country- 
men, not likely to engage in any plots against the state ; 
whereupon they were dismissed.^ The persecution did 
not last long. Domitian, before his assassination, had 
given orders that it should cease, and that the Christians 
who had been banished should be permitted to return to 
their homes ; * and the reign of his successor, Nerva 
(a.d. 96-8), who restored their confiscated property,^ 
was a season of rest for the church. 

St. John alone of the apostles survived to the reign of 
Trajan.^ Of his last years, which were spent in the 
superintendence of the Ephesian church,"^ some tradi- 
tions have been preserved, which, if they cannot abso- 
lutely demand our belief, have at least a sufficient air of 
credibility to deserve a respectful consideration. One 
of these is a pleasing story of his recovering to the way 
of righteousness a young man who, after having been 



The stories of the apostle's having 
been plunged into a caldron of boiL 
ing oil (Tert. de Praescr. 36) and of 
his having drunk a cup of poison 
-without receiving any hurt (Soliloq. 
Animse, c. 22, ap. Augustin. t. vi. Ap 
pend.), are supposed by Gieseler (I. 
i. 139) to have arisen from a desire to 
realise St. Matth. xx. 23. Comp* 
Olshausen, Commentar. ii. 590, ed. 3. 
Prof. Blunt is inclined to believe the 
miraculous deliverance from the cal- 
dron. 69. 



h Hegesippus, ap. Euseb. iii. 2a 
See Dr. Routh's notes on the passage, 
Reliq. Sacrae, i. 249, seqq. 

* TertuU. Apol. 5; Euseb. iii. 20. 
See Mosh. 112. 

^ Dio Cassius, Ixviii. init. 

» Irenaeus, II. xxii. 5 ; Clinton, 
A.D. 100. See, as to St. John, Mill's 
' Sermons on the Nature of Christian- 
ity,' Append. B. (Cambr. 1848), 

" Euseb. iii. i ; Hieron. de W. 
lUustr. 9 (Patrol, xxiii.). 
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distinguished by the apostle's notice and interest, had 
fallen into vicious courses, and had become captain of a 
band of robbers." Another tradition relates that, when 
too feeble to enter the church without assistance, or to 
utter many words, he continually addressed his flock 
with the charge — " Little children, love one another ; " 
and that when some of them ventured to ask the reason 
of a repetition which they found wearisome, he answered, 
"Because it is the Lord's commandment, and, if this 
only be performed, it is enough." ° And it is surely a 
very incomplete view of the apostle's character which 
would reject as inconsistent with it the story of his 
having rushed out of a public bath in horror and indig- 
nation on finding it to be polluted by the presence of 
the heretic Cerinthus.? 

Of the writings ascribed to this age, but which have 
not been admitted into the canon of the New Testament, 
the First Epistle of St Clement is the only one which is 
generally received as genuine. The author, who was 
anciently supposed to be the Clement mentioned by 
St. Paul in his Episde to the Philippians (iv. 3), was 
bishop of Rome towards the end of the century. <i His 
epistle, of which the chief object is to recommend 
humility and peace, was written in consequence of some 
dissensions in the Corinthian church, of which no other 
record is preserved, but which were probably later than 



^ Clem. Alex., Quis Div. salv. 4a ; 
Euseb. iiL 23. 

° Hieron. in Galat. vi zo. (Patrol. 
xxvL 433). 

P Irenaeus, III. iiL 4. (Comp. St. 
John, £pp. IL-iii.) Epiphanius names 
Ebion instead of Cerinthus. Haer. 
XXX. 24. 

^ The identity has been questioned 

in later times. (See, e.g^., Ddllinger, 

Christ, u. Kirche, 321 ; Donftldson, 

^i. 95. I do not venture to enter into 



the controversy as to the succession 
of the earliest Inshops of Rome. 
Some of our divines (as Thomdike, 
L 25, ed. Ang. Cath. Lib., and Ham- 
mond, Minor Works, ib, 238) suppose 
that at Rome, as at Antioch, there 
were at first one line of bishops for 
the Jewish and anotJIjer for the Gen- 
tile Christians. But see Pearson's 
Dissertation, ii. cc. 4-5, in Minor 
Works, voL ii. pp. 449-460 ; DOllinger, 
325. 
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Domitian*s persecution/ The Second Epistle ascribed 
to Clement, and two letters * To Virgins/ which exist in 
a Syriac version, are rejected by most critics ; and the 
other writings with which Clement's name is connected 
are undoubtedly spiuious.'' The Epistle which bears the 
name of St. Barnabas (although it does not claim him 
for its author'), and the 'Shepherd' of Hermas," are 



' Rothe supposes it written during 
a vacancy of the see of Corinth, in 
which a democratic party rebelled 
against the presbyters. So Thiersch, 
343-4. Against this, see Uhlhom, in 
Herzog, ii. 727, who refers it to a 
time before the persecution, (726-7), 
and Dr. Lightfoot, 126. The date 
has been variously fixed at a.d. 
67-8, and at 96-7. See Donaldson, i. 
105, and Lightfoot, 5, 33, 45, who both 
date it in Domitian's time. 

^ Dr. Lightfoot, in his Introduction 
to the so-called Second Epistle, refers 
it to the early part of the second cen- 
tury. In favour of the two Syriac 
letters, see Card. Villecourt's Preface 
(Patrol. Gr. i.) ; against them, Nean- 
der, ii. 408 ; cf. Lightf. 15-17. The 
Clementine Homilies and 'Recogni- 
tions' are supposed to be the work of 
an Ebionite of the party inclining to 
Gnosticism. (See Neander, i. 493 ; 
Schliemann, * Die Clementinen ; ' Uhl- 
hom, in Herzog, ii. 722, seqq., 750, 
seqq.) On the Apostolical Canons 
and Constitutions (with which also 
the name of Clement is connected), 
see Beveridge, *Cod. Canon. Vindi- 
catus;' Fabric, * Bibl. Gr.' vii. 24, 
seqq. ; Krabbe, * Ursprung u. Inhalt 
d. Apost. Constitutionen,* Hamb. 
1829; v. Drey, 'Neue Untersuchun- 
gen fiber die Const, u. Kanones der 
Apostel,' Tubing. 1832 ; Gieseler, I. i. 
356 ; Hefele, Append, to vol. i. ; K. 
F. Jacobson, in Herzog, art. Apostol. 
Canones u. Constitutiones. 

^ Neander considers this epistle to 
be the work of a converted Alexan- 



drian Jew, and written In a tone 
"more consonant with the spirit of 
Philo than that of St. Paul, or even 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews" Cu. 
406). It has been referred by some to 
the reign of Hadrian. (Keble, in 
/Tracts for the Times,' No. 89, p. 16.) 
Guericke is in favour of its genuine- 
ness (i. 211); and I have been some- 
what surprised by finding that Gieseler 
is of the same opinion. (I. i. 146.) 
For a list of authorities on each side 
see Schliemann, 415 ; Heberle, in 
Herzog, art. Barnabas. 

" This is ascribed to the Hennas 
who is mentioned in Rom. xvi. 14, 
and it would seem that the author, 
by speaking of Clement as a contem- 
poijary, wished to be identified with 
that Hennas. It has also been attri- 
buted to a person of the same name, 
who is said to have been brother of 
Pius I., bishop of Rome (about a.d. 
150), but is not otherwise known. 
Neander remarks that the respect paid 
to it by writers very near that period 
(such as Irenaeus and Clement of 
Alexandria, whose testimonies are 
collected in Patrol. Gr. ii. 820), " can 
hardly be reconciled with the hypo- 
thesis of so late an origin" (ii. 411). Per- 
haps it belongs to the interval between 
the first and the second Hermas. (See 
Hase, 42 ; Pressens^, ii. 421 ; Herzog, 
V- 774-5 ; Donaldson, i. 266,) Bp. 
Hefele and others suppose it to con- 
tain references to the heresy of Mon- 
tanus (see below ch. v.)— the rise of 
which he dates about 140 (i. 71X Cf. 
Donaldson, i. 269. 
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probably works of the earlier half of the second cen 
tury. 

Before leaving the apostolic age a few words must be 
said on the subject of church-government, while some 
other matters of this time may be better reserved for 
notice at such points of the later history as may aflford us 
a view of their bearings and consequences. 

With respect, then, to the government of the earliest 
church, the most important consideration appears to be, 
that the Christian ministry was developed, not from 
below, but from above. We do not find that the first 
members of it raised some from among their number to a 
position higher than the equality on which they had all 
originally stood ; but, on the contrary, that the apostles, 
having been at first the sole depositaries of their Lord's 
commission, with all the powers which it conferred, after- 
wards delegated to others, as their substitutes, assistants, 
or successors, such portions of their powers as were 
capable of being transmitted, and as were necessary for 
the continuance of the church. In this way were 
appointed, first, the order of deacoj iSy for the discharg e 
of secular administrations and of the lower spiritual 
functions; next, that of4;ireshjlfi{S, e ^ders^qi^isho ps^ for 
/the ordinary care of congregations; and, lastly, the 
linighest powers of ordination and government were in like 
/manner imparted, as the aposdes began to find that their 
jown body was, from its smallness, unequal to the local 
Isuperintendence of the growing church, and as the 
Jiadvance of age warned them to provide for the coming 
lltimes. An advocate of the episcopal theory of apostolic 
succession is under no necessity of arguing that there 
must needs have been three orders in the ministry, or that 
there need have been more than one. It is enough to 
say that those to whom the apostles conveyed the full 
powers of the Christian ministry were not the dt3dCOxvs»^ 
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nor the presbyters, but (in the later meaning of the word) 
the bishops ; and the existence of the inferior orders, as 
subject to these, is a simple matter of history. 

Resting on the fact that the apostles were, during their 
lives on earth, the supreme regulating authorities of the 
church, we may disregard a multitude of questions 
which have been made to tell against the theories of an 
episcopal polity, of a triple ministry, or of any ministry 
whatever as distinguished from the great body of Chris- 
tians. We need not here inquire at what time and by 
what steps the title of bishop, which had originally been 
common to the highest and the second orders, came to 
be applied exclusively to the former ; nor whether func- 
tions originally open to all Christian men were afterwards 
restricted to a particular class ; nor in how far the 
inferior orders of the clergy, or the whole body of the 
faithful, may have at first shared in the administration of 
government and discipline ; nor whether the commissions 
given by St. Paul to Timothy and to Titus were per- 
manent or only occasional ; nor at what time the system 
of fixed diocesan bishops was introduced. We do not 
refuse to acknowledge that the organization of the church 
was gradual; we are only concerned to maintain that 
it was directed by the apostles (probably acting on in- 
structions committed to them by their Master during the 
interval between his resurrection and his ascension),* 
and that in all essential points it was completed before 
their departure. 

It is evident that the ministers of the church, beginning 
with St. Matthias, were usually chosen by the body of 
believers; but it seems equally clear that it was the apos- 
tolical ordination which gave them their commission — 
that commission being derived from the Head of the 

' Blunt, 9-14. 



Chap. I. CHURCH-GOVERNMENT, 1 3 

church, who had bestowed it on the apostles, that they 
might become the channels for conveying it to others.y 

Of the universal supremacy of the bishop of Rome it is 
unnecessary here to speak. In this stage of church-his- 
tory it is a matter not for the narrator but for the con- 
troversialist ; if, indeed, the theories as to the " develop- 
ment " of Christianity, which have lately been devised in 
the interest of the Papacy, may not be regarded as dis- 
pensing even the controversial opponents of Rome from 
the necessity of proving that, in the earliest times of the 
church, no such supremacy was known or imagined. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE REIGNS OF TRAJAN AND HADRIAN. 

A.D. 98-138 

Christianity was no longer to be confounded with 
Judaism. The great majority of the converts were of 
Gentile race ; and the difference of manners and obser- 
vances between the followers of the two religions was 
such as could not be overlooked when exhibited in large 
bodies of persons. But still the newer system was 
regarded as an offshoot of the older ; its adherents were 
exposed to all the odium of a Jewish sect Indeed, the 
Christian religion must have appeared the more objec- 
tionable of the two, since it not only was exclusive, but, 

y See Rothe, *Anf5nge der Christ- after the fall of Jerusalem) ; Thiersch, 

lichen Kirche ' (who supposes episco- 258, seqq, ; Bp. Kaye, * Government 

pacy, properly so called, to have been and Discipline of the Church,' 26-43 > 

established by the surviving apostles Blunt on the Fathers, Ser. ii. Lect. 7. 
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instead of being merely or chiefly national, it claimed the 
allegiance of all mankind.* 

Strange and horrible charges began to be current 
against the Christians.^ The secrecy of their meetings 
for worship was ascribed, not to its true cause, the fear of 
persecution, but to a consciousness of abominations which 
could not bear the light " Thyestean banquets," promis- 
cuous intercourse of the sexes, and magical rites were popu- 
larly imputed to them.<= The Jews were especially indus- 
trious in inventing and propagating such stories,** while 
some of the heretical parties, which now began to vex the 
church, both brought discredit on the Christian name by 
their own practices, and were forward to join in the work 
of slander and persecution against the faithful.® And, no 

Alexamenus; and the idea that the 
head is meant for that of a jackal is 
merely an inference from Mr. King's 
theory. Dr. Herzog suggests that the 
Jews, who were themselves charged 



» Planck, i. 58. 

b Perhaps the charge mentioned by 
Minucius Felix (9) and by Tertullian 
(Apol. 16) of worshipping the head of 
an ass, was as old as the reign of 
Hadrian, to which antiquaries seem 
disposed to refer a rude sketch of a 
man worshipping a crucified human 
figure with an ass's head, found in the 
palace of the Caesars in 1856, and 
now preserved in the Kircherian 
Museum at Rome (see ' Edinb. Re- 
view,' ex. 435-7 ; Bp. Wordsworth, 
* Tour in Italy,' ii. 142, seqq., ed. i, 
Lond. 1863 ; Liddon, Bampt Lectures, 
ed. 2, pp. 396-5. , The Rev. C- W. King 
says very positively that this, although 
"usually looked upon as a heathen 
blasphemy, because the jackal's head 
is taken for the head of an ass," . . . . 
was "really the work of some pious 
Gnostic " — the jackal signifying Anu- 
bis, who in some Gnostic systems was 
identified with the Saviour. ('The 
Gnostics and their Remains,' p. 90.) 
But if so, how are we to account for 
the introduction of the worship- 
ping figure, and for the inscription 
AXe^a/xevos ee^ere [i.e. ai^erai] 
Beov ? The intention seems clearly to 
have been to ridicule the religion of 



with worshipping an image of an ass 
(Tacit Hist. v. 4 ; see TertuU. Apolog. 
16), may have been the first to transfer 
this reproach to the Christians. Art. 
Asinarii' 

^ Justin. Mart. Apol. I. 26. The 
charge x)f Thyestean feasts is traced 
to the misunderstanding of the hea- 
thens, who, in endeavouring to get 
information from the slaves of Chris- 
tians, could only discover that these 
had heard their masters speak of eat- 
ing the Saviour's body and drinking 
his blood. (Irenseus, Fragm. t. i. p. 
852). See Minucius Felix, ' Octavius, 
cc. 9, seqq., 28-32 ; Athenagor. * Lega- 
tio pro Christianis,' 3, seqq. ; Theophil. 
ad. Autolyc. iiL 4. 

d Just. Mart. Dial. c. Tryph. 17 ; 
Orig. c. Cels. vi. 27. 

® Burton, i. 310 ; Pusey, n. on Ter- 
tullian, i. 5. Clement of Alexandria 
charges the Carpocratians with the 
abominations which were falsely im- 
puted to the church. Strom, iii. 2, p. 
514- 
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doubt, among the orthodox themselves there must have 
been some by whom the Gospel had been so miscon- 
ceived that their behaviour towards those without the 
church was repulsive and irritating, so as to give counten- 
ance to the prejudices which regarded the faith of Christ 
as a gloomy and unsocial superstition/ 

It is a question whether at this time there were any 
laws of the Roman empire against Christianity. On the 
one hand, it has been maintained that those of Nero and 
Domitian had been repealed ; 8 on the other hand, Tertul- 
lian^ states that, although all the other acts of Nero were 
abrogated, those against the Christians still remained; 
and the records of the period convey the idea that the 
profession of the Gospel was legally punishable. Even 
if it was no longer condemned by any special statute, it 
fell under the general law which prohibited all such 
religions as had not been formally sanctioned by the 
state.* And this law, although it might usually be allowed 
to slumber, could at any time have been enforced ; not 
to speak of the constant danger from popular tumults, 
often incited by persons who felt that their calling was at 
stake — priests, soothsayers, statuaries, players, gladiators, 
and others who depended for a livelihood on the worship 
of the heathen gods, or on spectacles which the Christians 
abhorred.^ 

Trajan, the successor of Nerva, although not free from 
serious personal vices,^ was long regarded by the Romans 
as the ideal of an excellent prince; centuries after his death, 
the highest wish that could be framed for the salutation ot 



{ Neand. L 126. k Tzschirner, *Der Fall des Hei- 

^ Mosh, 231 ; Gibbon, i. 550. denthums/ 227. Comp. Tertull. Apol. 

^ ApoL*^; Ad Nationcs, i. 7. See 42-3. A lively view of this profes- 

Blunt on the Fathers, 341-5. sional enmity is given by Prof. Blunt, 

i See Tillemont, iL z68 ; and note c viii. 

on Mosh. L 133. Comp. Bp. Kaye on 1 Tillem. Hist, des Emp. iii. 162. 
Tertullian, Z09, seqq. 
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a new eraperor was a prayer that he might be '* more 
fortunate than Augustus, and better than Trajan."™ In 
the history of the church, however, Trajan appears to less 
advantage. Early in his reign hie issued an edict against 
guilds or clubs,° apprehending that they might become 
dangerous to the state ; and it is easy to imagine how 
this edict might be turned against the Christians — a vast 
brotherhood, extending through all known countries both 
within and beyond the empire, bound together by intimate 
ties, maintaining a lively intercourse and conmiunication 
with each other, and having much that seemed to be 
mysterious both in their opinions and in their practice.® 

In this reign falls the martyrdom of the venerable 
Symeon, the kinsman of our Lord, brother (or perhaps 
cousin)P of James the Just, and his successor in the see 
of Jerusalem. It is said that some heretics denounced 
him to the proconsul Atticus as a Christian and a de- 
scendant of David. During several days the aged bishop 
endured a variety of tortures with a constancy which as- 
tonished the beholders ; and at last he was crucified at 
the age of a hundred and twenty.^i 

A curious and interesting contribution to the church- 
history of the time is furnished by the correspondence of 
the younger Pliny.' Pliny had been sent as proconsul 
into Pontus and Bithynia, a region of mixed population. 



"^ Gibbon, i. 82 ; Guntherii *Liguri- 
nus,' iii. 443-5 (Patrol, ccxii.). 

° "Secundum mandata tua, hetee- 
rias esse vetueram." Plin. ad Traj. 
Ep. X. 97. See Ep. x. 36 ; Augusti, 
viii. 76 ; Merivale, viL 263. 

^ The additional ground of apprehen- 
sion stated by Baronius (100. 9), — that 
they were subject to one central head, 
— appears fo have been a discovery of 
later date. 

P See Alford, vol. iv. ed. i, Prolegg. 
p. 91. 

^ Hegesipp. ap. Euseb. iii. 32. The 



date was a.d. 107, according to most 
authorities ; 104 according to Burton, 
iL 17 ; while Mosheim (234) places it so 
late as 116. The addition of Hegesip* 
pus, that Symeon's accusers were them- 
selves put to death as descendants of 
David, has a fabulous air. 

*■ Epp. X. 97-8. The genuineness 
of these letters has, of course, been 
denied, but seemingly without any good 
grounds. (See Herzog, xvi. 301.). They 
are referred by Pagi to the years iii- 
ZX2 ; by Mr. Clinton to 104. Dean 
Merivale seems to prefer zi2. vii. 361. 
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partly Asiatic and partly Greek, with a considerable 
infusion of Jews.* That the Gk)spel had early found an 
entrance into those countries appears from the address of 
St. Peter's First Epistle ; ' and its prevalence there in the 
second century is confirmed by the testimony of the 
heathen Lucian." The circumstances of Pliny's govern- 
ment forced on him the consideration of a subject which 
had not beforf engaged his attention. Perhaps, as has been 
conjectured,^ the first occasion which brought the new 
religion under his notice may have been the celebration of 
Trajan's Quindecmnalia — the fifteenth anniversary of his 
adoption as the heir of the empire ; for solemnities of this 
kind were accompanied by pagan rites, in which it was 
imlawful fqr Christians to share. 

The proconsul was perplexed by the novelty of the cir- 
cumstances with which he had to deal. He found that 
the temples of the national religion were almost deserted ; 
that the persons accused of Christianity were very 
numerous ; that they were of every age, of both sexes, of 
all ranks, and were found not only in the towns, but in 
villages and country places. Pliny was uncertain as to 
the state of the laws,* and in his difficulty he applied to 
the emperor for instructions. He states the course which 
he had pursued : he had questioned the accused repeat- 
edly; of those who persisted in avowing themselves 
Christians, he had ordered some to be put to death, and 
had reserved others, who were entitled to the privileges 
of Roman citizens, with the intention of sending them 
to the capital. " I had no doubt," he says, " that, 
whatever they might confess, wilfulness and inflexible 

' Mihaan, ii 140. ' Hence Gibbon Q. 550) infers that 

* Corap. Acts ii 9. there were no laws by which*the Chris- 

" Lucian, 'Alexander,' c. 95 (t n. tians could be punished; but see for the 

ed. Hemsttth.) ; ModL aig. contrary, Milman, L z4x-3 ; Blunt, 159, 

^ By Pagi, iL 31. See Milman, ii. 330. 

Z4X ; Burton, ii 40. 
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obstinacy ougnt to be punished." Many who were 
anonymously accused had cleared themselves by invoking 
the gods, by offering incense to the statues of these and 
of the emperor, and by cursing the name of Christ, 
Some, who had at first admitted the charge, afterwards 
declared that they had abandoned Christianity three, or 
even twenty, years before ; y yet the governor was unable 
to extract from these anything to the discredit of the 
faith which they professed to have forsaken. They 
Btated that they had been in the habit of meeting before 
dawn on certain days ; that they sang alternately a hymn' 
to Christ as God. Instead of the expected disclosures 
as to seditious engagements, licentious orgies, and un- 
natural feasts, Pliny could only find that they bound 
themselves by an oath to abstain from theft, adultery, 
and breach of promise or trust ; * and that at a second 
meeting, later in the day, they partook in common of a 
simple and innocent meal (the agape or love-feast^ which 
was connected with the eucharist). He put two deacon- 
esses^ to the torture; but even this cruelty failed to 
draw forth evidence of anything more criminal than a 
" perverse and immoderate superstition." In these cir- 
cumstances Pliny asks the emperor with what penalties 



y The period of twenty years pro- 
bably refers to the persecution under 
Domltian. (Pagi, iL 31.) The equivo- 
cal behaviour of these persons leaves it 
doubtful whether they really aposta- 
tized, or whether they used the license 
which was sanctioned by some heretical 
sects (see below, c. iv.) and disavowed 
their belief in order to escape danger. 

* "Carmen . . . dicere secum in- 
vicem." I cannot think that the cur- 
rent charges against the Christians 
prove the word carmen here to mean 
a chartHy as is said by Dr. Newman, 
* Essay on Development,' 225. 

* This, although represent^ as a part 



of the ordinary worship, may probably 
be understood to refer to the baptismal 
vow. Bishop Beveridge (Cod. Canon. 
Vindic. 1. II. c. iii. § 7) supposes "sacra- 
mentum" here to mean the eucharist ; 
but the following words seem to show 
that the eucharistic service was in the 
evening. Tertullian, in referring to this 
passage, says, "ad confoederandam dis- 
ciplinam" (Apol. 3); and Augusti un- 
derstands the reading and application 
of Scriptures which forbid the sins in 
question, iv. 35. 

b " Ancillis, quae fninisira diceban- 
tur." See Augusti, ir. 30. * 
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Christianity shall be visited; whether it shall be punished 
as in itself a crime, or only when found in combination 
with other oflfences; whether any diflference shall be 
made between the treatment of the yoimg and tender, 
and that of the more robust culprits; and whether a 
recantation shall be admitted as a title to pardon. He 
concludes by stating that the measures already taken 
had recovered many worshippers for the lately deserted 
temples, and by expressing the belief that a wise and 
moderate policy would produce far more numerous 
reconversions. 

Trajan, in his answer, approves of the measures which 
Pliny had reported to him. He prefers intrusting the 
governor with a large discretionary power to laying 
down a rigid and imiform rule for all cases. The Chris- 
tians, he says, are not to be sought out ; if detected and 
convicted, they are to be punished; but a denial of 
Christ is to be admitted as clearing the accused, and 
no anon3nnous informations are to be received against 
them. 

The policy indicated in these letters has been assailed 
by the sarcasm o^Tertullian,*^ and his words have often 
been echoed and quoted with approbation by later 
writers — ^forgetful that the conduct of Trajan and his 
minister ought to be estimated, not by the standard 
either of true religion or of strict and consistent reason- 
ing, but as that of heathen statesmen. We may deplore 
the insensibility which led these eminent men to set 
down our faith as a wretched fanaticism, instead of 
being drawn by the moral beauty of the litde which they 
were able to ascertain into a deeper inquiry, which might 
have ended in their own conversion. We may dislike 
the merely political view which, without taking any cog- 

*^ '* O sententiam necessitate confu- et mandat punien } is, ut nocentes/' etc 
sam ! negat inqoirendos, ut innocentes : Apol. a. 
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nizance of religious truth, regarded religion only as an 
affair of state, and punished dissent from the legal 
system as a crime against the civil authority. We may 
pity the blindness which was unable to discern the 
inward and spiritual strength of Christianity, and sup- 
posed that a judicious mixture of indulgence and severity 
would in no long time extinguish it. But if we fairly 
consider the position from which Trajan and Pliny were 
obliged to regard the question, instead of joining in the 
apologist's complaints against the logical inconsistency 
of their measures, we shall be unable to refuse the praise 
of wise liberality to the system of conniving at the exist- 
ence of the new religion, unless when it should be so 
forced on the notice of the government as to compel the 
execution of the laws.** 

Under Jiajan took place the marty dom of Igiatius « 
— one of the most celebrated facts in" early church-his- 
tory, not only on its own account, but because of the 
interest attached to the epistles which bear the name of 



d See Schrockh, ii. 335 ; Neand. L 
136 ; Men vale, vii. 362-5. 

® It is placed by Ussher, Tlllemont, 
and Burton in T07 ; by Henschen in 
ro8 (Acta §§, Feb. i, p. 19) ; by Baro- 
nius in zzo ; by Mr. Clinton in 115. 
Pagi (ii. 45-8) says that it cannot have 
been earlier than 1x2, and inclines to 
date it in 116, which is the year given 
by Pearson, Lloyd, Grabc, Schrdckh, 
and Gieseler. Mosheim, who gives 
the latest of these dates, and refers the 
martyrdom of Sjrmeon to th^same year, 
begs the question of chronological order 
by saying that the rescript of Trajan 
to Pliny became the law of the empire, 
and that these were instances of its 
being enforced (334-5). It would be 
more correct to say that they were in 
conformity with the principles laid down 
in the rescript ; which might have been 



the case, although they were earlier in 
date than it It is, however, difficult 
to reconcile the tone of the Bithynian 
letters with the supposition that the 
death of Ignatius — ^sentenced by the 
emperor in person — had taken place 
before. If the condemnation of Igna- 
tius was in 116, an earthquake which 
had done great injury at Antioch in 
1x5 may help to account for a popular 
excitement against the Christians at 
that time. On the whole, I have pre- 
ferred a late date; but for this it is 
necessary to suppose the Acts of the 
martyrdom to be interpolated in the 
passage which refers it to the con»il- 
ship of Sura and Senecio (a.d. X07). 
See, as to the difficulties of the case, 
Merivale, vii. 366-7, and compare De 
Ro8si, who is for X07. Inscr. i. 6-7. 
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the venerable bishop.^ The birthplace of Ignatius is# 
matter of conjecture, and his early history is unknown.! 
He is described as a hearer of St John ;« and he was 
raised to the h^h ^yrick of , | \ntioch , as the successor or 
E uodius, about the year 70. For nearly half a century 
heTiad governed IhafcHurcli, seated in the capital of 



f The history of these must be shortly 
sUted U ntil the middle of the seven- 
teenth century, besides some epistles 
which existed only inLatin,and were un- 
doubtedly spurious, there were tiveiv* 
in Greek, which laboured under great 
suspidon of forgery or interpolation. 
(See Centur. Magd. ii. 127-8). Arch- 
bishop Ussher attempted to restore the 
genuine epistles by the help of two 
Latin MSS. (X644); and about the same 
time Isaac Vosaus discovered at Flor- 
ence a Greek MS. which agreed very 
closely with the text produced by 
Ussher's critical skill This MS. ex- 
hibited seaen epistles, considerably 
shorter than those which had before 
been known under the same titles — 
these haidng been swelled by inter- 
polations; and the remaining five 
• ejMstles were adjudged to be sptuious. 
The "shorter recension" was defended 
against Daill^ in Bishop Pearson's 
* Vindici»' (167a); and from that time 
the seven epistles--although questioned 
by controversialists who disliked their 
testimony on the subject of church- 
government, and suspected by some 
other critics of having been more or 
less corrupted— have been generally 
received as, oai the whole, genuine re- 
mains of the apostoBcal fether. (See 
Fabric ' BiW. Gr.' vii. 34-7.) A new 
controversy, however, has sprung up 
from the discovery of a Syriac MS., 
which contains tAree epsitles only, and 
those shorter than the corresponding 
Greek episties of the Florentine copy. 
The editor of the three, the late Dr. 
Cureton, contends that they alone are 
genu'me ; while on the other side it is 



maintained that they are not complete 
translations, but abridgements, and that 
they do not afford any good reason for 
rejecting the remaining four. The 
result appears to be, that in our own 
country, while Dr. Cureton's industry 
and oriental learning are very amply 
acknowledged, his knowledge of Chris- 
tian antiquity is less highly estimated, 
and his reasoning is generally rejected 
(see Prof. Husse/s Preface to Acade- 
mical Sermons ; the Quarterly Revirtv 
for Dec. 1850 ; Archdeacon Churton's 
PreiiKce to Pearson's Vindiciae, eU. 
Ang. Cath. Lib. ; and Prof Blunt's 
nth CHiapter) ; and that in (^rmany, 
where Baron Bunsen introduced the 
three epistles in their new form, the 
more sober critics prefer that which 
had been before known as the shorter 
recensum (see Denzinger and Hefele 
in Patrol. Gr. v.), while Baur, who 
maintains that the whole are spurious, 
is yet in so £atr decidedly against the 
patrons of the Syriac version that he 
declares it to be an abridgement of the 
Greek. It may be here noted as a 
Clurious feet, and one which does not 
tend to increase oiur confidence in the 
oracles of criticism, that the Epistle to 
Polycarp, which had been pointed out 
by Mosheim (Instit. 220-3; De R. 
Chr. 159) and Neander (ii. 411) as the 
most suspicious of the seven, is one of 
the tAree which Dr. Cureton admits as 
genuine. A very temperate summary 
of the controversy may be found in 
Prof. Chevallicr's Translation of De- 
ment, etc., Camb. 1851, pp. xxxiv., 
seqq. 
^ JHieron. de Viris lUusti. c. x6. 
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Syria, a city which numbered 200,000 inhabitants ; and 
to the authority of his position was added that of a wise 
and saintly character. 

It is uncertain to which of the visits which Trajan 
paid to Antioch the fate of Ignatius ought to be referred. 
The Acts of his martyrdom ^ relate that he " was volun- 
tarily led" before the emperor — ^an expression which 
may mean either that he was led as a criminal, without 
attempting resistance or escape; or that he himself 
desired to be conducted into Trajan*s presence, with 
a view of setting forth the case of the Christians, and 
with the resolution, if his words should fail of success, 
to sacrifice himself for his faith and for his people.' 
The details of the scene with the emperor are suspicious, 
as the speeches attributed to Trajan appear to be too 
much in the vein of a theatrical tyrant; his sentence 
was, that Ignatius should be carried to Rome, and there 
exposed to wild beasts. Perhaps the emperor may have 
hoped to overcome the constancy of the aged bishop by 
the fatigues of the long journey, and by the terrors of 
the death which awaited him. At least we may suppose 
him to have reckoned on striking fear into other Chris- 
tians, by the spectacle of a man so venerable in charac- 
ter and so eminent in place hurried over sea and land to 
a dreadful and degrading death — the punishment of the 
lowest criminals, and especially of persons convicted of 
those magical practices which were commonly imputed 
to the Christians.^ Perhaps he may even have thought 
that the exemplary punishment of one ccmspicuous leader 
would operate as a mercy to the multitude, by deterring 

h Neander suspects- these altogether Greek account of the martyrdom, 

0- 139)) Ai^d ^^ concluding part is which places the examination before 

given up by many critics. See Bp. Trajan at Rome. This seems to be of 

Jacobson, PP. Apostol. ed. i, pp. no historical value. 

534-7. Dressel has published (PP. i Le Clerc, in Jacobson, 515. 

Apostolid, 368-375, Lips. 1857) a ^ Burton, ii. 26. 



Chap. II. a.d. xi6. ST. IGNATIUS. 23 

them from the forbidden religion ; and we find in fact 
that, while the victim was on his way to Rome, his 
church, which he had left to the charge of God as its 
Pastor, was allowed to remain in peace."* 

Ignatius, who had welcomed his condemnation, andi 
had willingly submitted to be bound, was committed tol 
the charge of__tgnjsQldiers, who treated him with great 
harshness." They conducted him tq_Seleiicia, and thence 
by sea to Smyr na, where he was received by the bishop, 
Polycar p — like himself ^^isciple of St. John, and des- 
tmed to be a martyr for the Gospel. .The report of his 
sentence and of his intended route had reached the 
churches of Asia ; and from several of these deputations 
of bishops and clergy had been sent to Smyrna, with the 
hope of mingling with him in Christian consolation, and 
perhaps of receiving some spiritual gift from him.® He 
charged the bishops of Ephesus, Magnesia, and Tralles, 
with letters addressed to their respective churches ; and, 
as some members of the Ephesian church were proceed- 
ing to Rome by a more direct way than that which he 
was himself about to take, he seized the opportunity of 
writing by them to his brethren in the capital At Troas 
he was met by the bishop of Philadelphia ; and thence he 
wrote to that church, as also to the Smymaeans, and to 
their bishop, Polycarp. 

The episdes to the churches are in general full of 
solemn and affectionate exhortation. The venerable writer 
recalls to the minds of his readers the great truths of the 
Gospel — dwelling with especial force on the reality of • 
our Lord's manhood, and of the circumstances of His 
history, by way of warning against the doceticP errors 
which had begun to infest the Asiatic churches even 

"* Ignat. ad. Rom. 9 ; ad. Polyc. 7. ® Acta S. Ign. 3. See Jacobson^ 

" Ad Rom. 5. a3» and Burton, ii 26, 231. 

P See below, p. 55, 
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during the lifetime of St John. A tendency to Judaism 
(or rather to heresies of a judaizing character) is also 
repeatedly denounced. Submission to the episcopal 
authority is strongly inculcated throughout. Ignatius 
charges the churches to do nothing without their bishops; 
he compares the relation of presbyters to bishops with 
that of the strings to the harp ; he exhorts that obedience 
be given to the bishops as to Christ himself and to the 
Almighty Father. The frequent occurrence of such ex- 
hortations, and the terms in which the episcopal office is 
extolled, have been, in later times, the chief inducements 
to question the genuineness of the epistles altogether, or 
to suppose that they have been largely interpolated with 
the view of serving a hierarchical interest.^ It must, 
however, be remembered that the question is not whether 
a ministry of three orders was by this time organized, but 
merely whether Ignatius* estimation of the episcopal 
dignity were somewhat higher or lower ; and it has been 
truly remarked' that the intention of the passages in 



*l " Nulla forte lis plerisque Igna- 
tianarum epistolarum mota fuisset, nisi 
qui pro divina origine et antiquitate 
gubemationis episcopalis pugnant, 
caussam suam ex illis fulcire potuis- 
scnt. Hoc vero quum inteliigerent 
Prcsbyteriani qui dicuntur, ex nostris 
etiam illi, qui omne id evertendum 
esse arbitrantur, quod ecclesiae doc- 
toribus utilitatis aliquid ad suam a 
populodistinctionem probandamafferre 
potest, tanto impetu has epistolas ag- 
gressi sunt, ut existimationi nonnun- 
• quam suae et laudi, magis quam earum 
aiictoritad, nocuerint." (Mosh. i6o.) 
I n like manner, Neander (i. 266) and 
liaur reject the epistles altogether, 
because they disagree with their views 
as to the origin of church-government, 
while Baron Bunscn relies on the three 
of the Syriac version, as harmonizing 
with his ideas of ecclesiastical polity ; 
nor does the learned Mr. Greenwood 



appear to be free from similar motives. 
(Cathedra Petri, i. 67-75.) See Qttart. 
Rev. Ixxxviii. 78 ; also Domer's re- 
marks (Lehre v. d. Person Christi, i. 
157, note) on Neander's way of dealing 
with the epistles ; and MShler's ' Atha- 
nasius,' i. 18-19, as to the prejudice by 
which anti-episcopal writers have been 
influenced in the case. Dr. Cureton 
is, indeed, free from such prejudices, 
since he both professes that "no one 
can be more sincerely and warmly de- 
voted to our church system" thaji 
himself, and points out thai even his 
version contains " incidental and con- 
sequently unsuspected evidence " for 
that system. (Corpus Ignatianum, 
Pref. xv.-xvi.) But may not the judg- 
ment of the most unprejudiced and 
honest man be warped by partiality to 
his own discoveries ? 

' Mosh. Instit 222 ; Mil man, iii. 
361. 
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question is not to exalt the hierarchy, but to persuade to 
Christian unity, of which the episcopate was the visible 
keystone. 

The Epistle to the Romans is written in a more ardent 

strain than the others. In it Ignatius bears witness to 

the faith and the good deeds of the church of Rome. 

He expresses an eager desire for the crown of martyrdom, 

and entreats that the Romans will not, through mistaken 

kindness, attempt to prevent his fate. " I am," he says, 

I** the wheat of God; let me be ground by the teeth of 

[beasts, that I may be found the pure bread of Christ. 

Rather do you encourage the beasts, that they may 

become my tomb, and may leave nothing of my body, so 

that when dead I may not be troublesome to any one." 

He declares that he wishes the lions to exercise all their 

fierceness on him ; that if, as in some other cases, they 

should show any unwillingness, he will himself provoke 

, them to attack him. 

It has been asked whether these expressions were 
agreeable to the spirit of the Gospel.* Surely we need 
not hesitate to answer. The aspirations of a tried and 
matured saint are not to be classed with that headstrong 
spirit which at a later time led some persons to provoke 
persecution and death, so that the church saw fit to 
restrain it by refusing the honours of martyrdom to 
those who ' should suffer in consequence of their own 
violence.* Rather they are to be regarded as a repetition 
of St Paul's " readiness to be offered up ;" of his desire 
" to depart and to be with Christ.'' To a man hke Igna- 
tius, such a death irtight reasonably seem as a token of 
the acceptance of his labours ; while it afforded him an 



' Barbcyrac, De la Morality des * SeeOiesel. I. i. 248,411 ; Blunt on 

Pferes, L viii. c 39 (p. ia6, Anisterd. the Fathers, 931-243. 
Z728) ; Gibbon, i. 562. 



26 MARTYRDOM OF ST. IGNATIUS. Book I. 

opportunity of signally witnessing to the Gospel, and of 
becoming an oflfering for his flock." 

From Troas he took ship for Neapolis in Macedonia ; 
thence he crossed the continent to Epidamnus, where he 
again embarked; and, after sailing roimd the south of 
Italy, he landed at Portus (Porto), near Ostia. His 
keepers hurried him towards Rome — ^fearing lest they 
should not arrive in time for the games at which it was 
intended to expose him. On the way he was met by 
some brethren from the 'city, whom he entreated, even 
more earnestly than in his letter, that they would do 
nothing to avert his death ; and, after having prayed in 
concert with them for the peace of the church, and for 
the continuance of love among the faithful, he was carried 
to the amphitheatre, where he suffered in t^e sight of the 
crowds assembled on the last day of the Sigillaria — a 
festival annexed to the Saturnalia.* It is related that, 
agreeably to the wish which he had expressed, no part of 
his body was left, except a few of the larger and harder 
bones ; and that these were collected by. his brethren, 
and reverently conveyed to Antioch, being received with 
honour by the churches on the way.y 

Within a few months after the martyrdom of Ignatius 
(if the late date of it be correc^), Xt^^Ujvas 
succeeded byJH^jJgaj.*^ -The new emperor 
— able, energetic, inquisitive and versatile, but capricious, 
paradoxical, and a slave to a restless vanity* — ^was not 
likely to appreciate Christianity rightly. It is, however, 
altogether unjust to class him (as was once usual) among 
the persecutors of the church ; for there is no ground 
for supposing him to have been personally concerned in 

" See Pearson, Vindicise Ignatianae, like the honours which were paid to 

p. ii. c 9 (pp. 477, seqq., ed. Churton) ; relics in later times. 

Cureton, Corpus Ignat 32x>3. ' Tillem. Hist des Emp. ii. sxa 

* Dec. 2o. Tillem. ii. ao8. * See Spartian. Vit. Hadr. 17, 

y There is, however, in this nothing seqq. 
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the persecutions which took place during the earlier years 
of his reign, and under him the condition of the Chris- 
tians was greatly improved.^ 

The rescript of Trajan to Pliny had both its favourable 
and its unfavourable side : while it discouraged anony- 
mous and false informations, it distinctly marked the 
profession of the Gospel as a crime to be punished on 
conviction ; and very soon a way was found to deprive 
the Christians of such protection as they might have 
hoped to derive from the hazardous nature of the in- 
former's office. They were no longer attacked by 
individual accusers ; but at public festivals the multitudes 
assembled in the amphitheatres leamt to call for a sacri- 
fice of the Christians, as wretches whose impiety was the 
cause of floods and earthquakes, of plagues, famines, and 
defeats; and it was seldom that a governor dared to 
refuse such a demand. <^ 

A visit of Hadrian to Athens,** when he was initiated 
into the mysteries of Eleusis,® excited the heathen in- 
habitants with the hope of gratifying their hatred of 
the Christians ; and the occasion induced two of these — 
Quadratus, who had been an " evangelist," or missionary,^ 
and Aristides, a converted philosopher — to address the 
emperor in written arguments for their religion. The 



b Lampridius says that Hadrian 
intended to acknowledge Christ among 
the gods, and with that view built 
"emples without any 'statues. (Vlt. 
Aiex. Sev. 43.) , But this is generally 
considered to be a mistake. See Gie- 
sel. I. iL 173. 

^ Baron, zaj. z ; Mosh. 236 ; Gib- 
bon, i. 553. 

^ A.i>. 135. Clinton. Tzschimer(ao3) 
places it in 131. 

^ As to the Greek mjrsteries, see 
DdUinger, 'Heidenth. u. Judenth.' 
io3, seqq. ; 163, seqq. The early 
Christian writers all speak of them 



with reprobation ; and, although Tatian 
is the only one of the apologists who 
expressly states that he had been 
initiated into them (Cohort, ad Graecos, 
39X it seems clear that other Christian 
writers must have known, either from 
their own experience or from the infor- 
mation of converts, what the nature of 
these rites really was. zi8, zso. 

' Euseb. iv. 3 ; cf UL 27. Some (as 
Henschen, Acta §§, Mai. 26; Cave, 
Hbt. Litt i. 53, and Tzschimer, 303) 
improbably identify him with a Quad- 
ratus who became bishop of Athens. 
(Euseb. iv. 33.) See Donaldson^ \. 54. 
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"Apologies" appear to have been well received; and 
they became the first in a series of works which power- 
fully and effectively set forth the truth of the Gospel, 
in contrast with the fables and the vices of heathenism.^ 

About the same time a plea for justice and toleration 
was offered by a heathen magistrate. Serennius Grani- 
anus, when about to leave the proconsulship of Asia, 
represented to Hadrian the atrocities which were com- 
mitted in compliance with the popular clamours against 
the Christians ; and the emperor, in consequence, ad- 
dressed letters to Minucius Fundanus, the successor of 
Granianus, and to other provincial governors.^ He 
orders that the Christians should no longer be given up 
to the outcries of the multitude; if convicted of any 
offence, they are to be sentenced according to their 
deserts ; but the forms of law must be duly observed, and 
the authors of unfounded charges are to be severely 
punished. This rescript was valuable, as affording pro- 
tection against a new form of persecution ; but it was 
still far from establishing a complete toleration, since it 
omitted to define whether Christianity were in itself a 
crime, and thus left the matter to the discretion or caprice 
of the local magistrates.* 

The reign of Hadrian was very calamitous for the Jews. . 
In the last years of Trajan there had been Jewish insur- 
rections in Egypt, Cyprus, Mesopotamia, and elsewhere, 
which had been put down with great severity, and had 
drawn fresh oppressions on the whole people.^ By these, 
and especially by the insult which Hadrian offered to 
their religion, in settling a Roman colony on 
the site of the holy city, the Jews of Palestine * ' '^^'^' 

K See Tillem. Hist, des Emp. it i See Mosh. De Rebus Christ. 238 ; 

331-4 ; Routh, * Reliquiae Sacrae,' i. Neand. i. 140-31 ; Routh, i. 73 ; Milman, 

72-3 ; Neand. L 139. ii. 155. 

h Just. Mart. Apol. i. 68. k XiUem. Hist des Emp. ii. 303-4. 
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were excited to a formidable revolt, under a leader who 
assumed the name of Barcochab,^ and was believed by 
his followers to be the Messiah. After a protracted and 
very bloody war, the revolt was suppressed. Many Jews 
were put to death, some were sold at the price of horses, 
others were transported from the land of their fathers ; 
and no Jew was allowed to approach Jerusalem except on 
one day in the year — the anniversary of the capture by 
Titus, when, for a heavy payment, they were admitted to 
mourn over the seat of their fallen greatness. The Roman 
city of ^lia Capitolina was built on the foundations of 
Jerusalem ; a temple of Jupiter defiled Mount Zion ; and 
it is said that profanations of a like kind were committed 
in the places hallowed by the birth, the death, and the 
burial of our Lord.™ 

While the revolt was as yet successful, the Christians 
of Palestine suffered severely for refusing to ^ 

acknowledge Barcochab.^ The measures of 
Hadrian, after its suppression, led to an important change 
in the church of Jerusalem. Wishing to disconnect them- 
selves visibly from the Jews, the majority of its members 
abandoned the Mosaic usages which they had until then 
retained ; they chose for the first time a bishop of Gen-4 
tile race, and conformed to the practice of Gentild 
churches. On these conditions they were allowed to 
reside in -^lia, while such of their brethren as still ad' 
hered to the distinctively Jewish Christianity retired to 
Pella and other places beyond the Jordan, where their 
fathers had found a refuge during the siege of Jerusalem 
by Titus.<> 

• 

1 San of a Star (with a reference to ib. xxvii. 619-622 ; Tillem. Hist, dcb 

Numbers xxiv. 17). Emp. iL 305-314. 

™ Just. Mart ApoL i. 47 ; Id. Dial. ° Just. Apoi. i. 31. 

c. Tryph. x6 ; Euseb. iv. 6 ; Id. Vit. ° Euseb. iv. 6 ; v. 12 ; Tillem. Kist. 

Const iti. 36 : Hioon. in Sophoniam, des Emp. ii. 313. 
I x6 (PatroL xxv. 1554) ; Id. Chronic. 
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CHAPTER III. 



THE REIGNS OF THE ANTONINES. 



A.D. 138-180. 



The rescripts of the last two emperors had done much 
A.D. 138- ^or tlie protection of the Christians; and 
161. their condition was yet further improved 
during the peaceful reign of the elder Antoninus. 

Finding that the provincial governors in general refused 
to punish the profession of the Gospel as in itself criminal, 
its enemies now had recourse to charges of atheism — ^an 
imputation which seems to have originated in the circum- 
stance that the Christians were without the usual externals 
of worship — temples and altars, images and sacrifices.* 
The custom of ascribing all public calamities to them, 
and of calling for their blood as an atonement to the 
offended gods, still continued ; and the magistrates of 
several cities in Greece requested the emperor's directions 
as to the course which should be taken in consequence. 
Antoninus wrote in reply, confirming the edict of Hadrian, 
'that the Christians should not be punished, unless for 
crimes against the state.^ • Another document,*^ however, 
in which he is represented as instructing the coimcil of 
Asia to put to death all who should molest the Chris- 
tians on account of their religion, is now generally re- 
garded as spurious.*^ 

The cause of the persecuted body was pleaded by 

* Mosh. 239 ; Tzschirner 32& d Tzschirner, 304 ; GieseL I. i. 174 ; 

b Melito ap. Euseb. iv. 06. Otto in Just. Mart i. 206. 

^ Euseb. iv. 13. 
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Justin, usually styled the Martyr, in an apology addressed 
to the emperor, his adopted sons, the senate, and the 
people of Rome.* Justin was a native of Flavia Neapo- 
lis, a town of Greek population and language, on the site 
of the ancient Sychem, in Samaria.' He has himself, in 
his Dialogue with the Jew Trypho, related the progress 
of his religious opinions : how — induced, as it would 
seem, rather by a desire to discover some solid foundation 
of belief than by any speculative turn of mind « — he 
tried in succession the most popular forms of Greek phi- 
losophy; how in one after another he was disgusted, 
either by the defectiveness of the doctrine or by the 
character of the teacher ; how, after having taken up the 
profession of Platonism, he was walking on the sea-shore 
in deep meditation, when he was accosted by an old man 
of mild and reverend appearance, who told him that his 
studies were impractical and useless, directed him to the 
Prophets and the New Testament, and exhorted him to 
pray " that the gates of light might be opened " to him.^ 
The convictions which arose in Justin's mind from the 
course of reading thus . suggested were strengthened by 
his observation of the constancy with which Christians 
endured persecution and death for the sake of their faith 
— a spectacle by which he had even before been per- 
suaded that the popular charges against their morals must 
be unfounded.* With a fulness of belief such as he had 
never felt in any of the systems through which he had 

« The date is fixed by most wrifers f Apol. i. x ; Kaye's Justin Martyr, 

from A.D. X38 to 140 ; but by some as 4.5 ; Semisch, i. 6-10. 

late as 150 or 151 (Semisch, 'Justin der ? Neand. ii. 413. 

Martyrer/ L 64, 73, Bresl. 1840-3 ; h Dial. c. Tryph. a-7. Semisch (i. 

Clinton, a.d. 151). The chief objection X0-Z5) supposes Ephesus to have been 

to an early date is the mention of the the scene of this. Archdeacon Evans 

heretic Mardon (c. 26), which Pagi (ii. prefers Caesarea Q.. 136). See Donald- 

xyx) gets over by supposing that, when son, ii. 67. 

Justin wrote, Marcion had become * Apol. ii. zj. 
notorious in the east, although he had 
not yet viated Rome. 
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passed, he embraced the Christian faith, and he devoted 
himself to the defence and propagation of it He travelled 
in Egypt, Asia, and elsewhere, retaining the garb of a 
philosopher, which invested him with an air of authorit}-, 
and was serviceable in procuring a hearing for his doc- 
trines ; ^ but his usual residence was at Rome, where he 
established a school of Christian philosophy.™ 

Justin's First Apology contains a bold remonstrance 
against the iniquity of persecuting Christians for their 
religion, while all other parties were allowed to believe 
and to worship according to their conscience. In this 
and in the other writings by which he maintained the 
cause of the Gospel against its various adversaries — 
heathens, Jews, and heretics — he refutes the usual 
calumnies, the charges of atheism and immorality,** of 
political disaffection and sedition.® He appeals to the 
evidence of prophecy and miracles,? to the purity of the 
New Testament morality,<i to the lives of his brethren, 
their love even for their enemies, their disinterestedness, 



k Dial. c. Tryph. i ; Neand. i. 381-2. 

™ Tillem. ii. 377. It is generally 
supposed that Justin did not enter into 
the ministry of the church ; Tillemont, 
however (ii. 350), is inclined to think 
that he was a priest, because in describ- 
ing the administration of the Christian 
rites he uses the first person plural 
(Apol. i. 61). Neander would account 
for this by saying "that no such dis- 
tinction was as yet made between 
clergy and laity as would render it 
improbable that Justin expressed him- 
self in this way on the principle of the 
universal Christian priesthood." (ii. 
413.) But surely Justin might speak 
in the first person plural of acts done 
by the body to which he belonged, 
without meaning either that he was 
himself an ofl&ciating person, or that 
every member of the congregation was 
alike entitled to officiate. 

° Apol. i. 6, 9, 13. 



® Apol. II, 18. 

P Ibid. 30-53 ; Dial. c. Tryph. 56, 
seqq. The evidence from miracles, 
however, was little insisted on by the 
early Christian writers, since the belief 
in theurgic practices was so common 
among the heathen that the proof of a 
miracle would have done but little to 
establish the divine origin of a doctrine, 
unless some criteria were settled by 
which one kind of miracles might be 
distinguished from another. This is 
the true explanation of "the supine 
inattention of the pagan and philo- 
sophic world," from which Gibbon 
would conclude against the reality of 
the New Testament miracles (i. 535). 
Justin did something towards estab- 
lishing a distinction. Semisch, ii. 
197-201 ; Tzschimer, 270, 519-520. 
Comp. 6p. Kaye on TertuUian, 135-8 * 
Mozley, Bampt. Lectt. 242, seqq. 

S Apol. i. 13. 
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their firmness in confessing the faith, their patience in 
suflfering for it' No one, he says, had ever believed 
Socrates in such a manner as to die for his philosophy ; 
but multitudes, even in the lowest ranks, had braved 
danger and death in the cause of Christ.* He dwells 
on the chief points of Christian doctrine, and elabor- 
ately discusses the resurrection of the body, an article 
which was especially difficult to the apprehension of 
the heathens.* He vindicates the character and the 
miracles of our Lord; he rebuts the arguments 
drawn from the novelty of his religion, and from the 
depressed condition of its professors, which their 
enemies regarded as a disproof of their pretensions 
to the favour of the Almighty ; he argues from the pro- 
gress which the Gospel had already made, although un- 
aided by earthly advantages." Nor is he content with 
defending his own creed ; he attacks the corruptions 
and absurdities of Paganism, not only in its popular 
and poetical form, but as it appeared in the more re- 
fined interpretations of the philosophers ; '^ he exposes 
the foul abominations of heathen morals, and tells his 
opponents that the crimes which they slanderously im- 
•puted to the Christians might more truly be charged on 
themselves.y 

Justin often insists on the analogies which are to be 
found between the doctrines of Plato and those of Holy 
Scripture.* He derives the wisdom of the Greeks from 
the Jews, through the medium of Egypt, and ascribes the 
corruptions of it to demons, who, according to him, had 
laboured by such means to raise a prejudice against the 

' ApoL i. X3-16, as, ' Apol. ii. 10. * Apol. i. ai, 25 ; Orat. ad Gentiles 

t Apol. L 19-20 ; Semisch, ii. 157. (a doubtful work) ; Coh. ad Gr. 3-7. 

Of his special treatise on the Resurrec- ^ Apol. i. 27-9 ; Apol. ii. la. 

tion fragments only remain. ' ApoL I ao, 59, 60 ; Apol. ii. 13 ; 

« Apol. i. 39 ; Dial. c. Tr. xax ; Se- Coh. ad Gr. 36-31, &c. 

misch, ii. 120, 178. 
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reception of Christian doctrine.* He held that the good 
men of antiquity, such as Socrates and Heraclitus, had 
been guided by a partial illumination of the Divine Logos, 
and that, because they strove to live by this light, the 
demons had raised persecutions against them. Justin 
therefore urges his heathen readers to embrace that wisdom 
which had been imperfectiy vouchsafed to the sages of 
their religion, but was now offered in fulness to all men.^ 
While, however, he thus referred to heathen philosophy 
by way of illustration, and represented it as a prepara- 
tion for Christianity, he was careful not to admit it as 
supplementary to the Gospel or as an element of adul- 
teration.c 

Although it is a mistake to suppose that the apologies 
of the early writers were mere exercises, composed with- 
out any intention of presenting them to the princes who 
are addressed,*^ there is no evidence that Justin's First 
Apology produced any effect on Antoninus, or contributed 



* Apol. i. 44-60 ; Dial. c. Tr. 69 ; 
Coh. ad Gr. 14. seqq. ; Semisch, ii. i6z. 

fe Apol. ii. 7-1 a ; Coh. ad Gr. 35. See 
Pressens^, iv. 176-180. 

^ Semisch, ii. 227-9. Another way 
of employing" heathen authority con- 
sisted in references to the Sibylline 
prophecies, from their fondness for 
which Celsus gave some Christians the 
name of Sibyllists. (Grig. c. Gels. v. 
6z.) These books, according to Bleek 
and LQcke (Comment, tiber Joh. iv. 
116, z2o), originated with an Alexan- 
drian Jew of the Maccabean age, who 
made use of older heathen writings. 
Christians had very early begun to 
add to them, and to circulate other 
prophecies under the names of heathen 
sages, such as Hystaspes and Hermes 
Trismegistus. (Nat. Alex. iv. Dissert. 
I ; Mosh. 229-231 ; Giesel. I. i. 227 ; 
Neander, i. 245-6 ; Tzschimer, 268-270 ; 
Mill on Pantheistic Principles, 367 ; 
Blunt on the Fathers, 60; DOllinger, 



* Heidenth.u. Judenth.' 556-7.) Tzschir- 
ner (196) thinks that in this they did 
not intend to deceive, but merely to 
present their doctrines in a foriA attrac- 
tive to the heathens. There is no 
doubt that the references to these 
books by Justin (e.g: Apol. i. 20^ 44 ; 
Cohort. 16, 37), Theophilus of Antioch 
(ad Autolyc. ii. 9, 36), and others were 
made in perfectly good faith. (Beve- 
ridge. Codex Canon. Vindic 176, 192 ; 
Semisch, ii. 208.) Schrdckh shows 
(ii. 400, seqq.) that the acceptance of 
such forgeries by the early Christian 
writers is no prejudice to the vafue of 
their evidence in &vour of the books of 
Scripture. 

d This idea was started by Bayle 
(art. AthenagoraSy notes B. C.), but is 
now generally regarded as a mistaken 
transference of modem notions to early 
times. See SchrSckh, iii. 105 ; Tzschir- 
ner, 209. 



Chap. III. a.d. 161-80. MARCUS AURELIUS. 35 

to suggest the emperor's measures in favour of the Chris- 
tians. The Roman poHtical view of religion was, indeed, 
not to be disturbed by argument. All that the magistrate 
had to care for was a conformity to the established rites — 
a conformity which was considered to be a duty towards 
the state, but was not supposed to imply any inward con- 
viction. The refusal of compliance by the Christians, 
therefore, was an unintelligible scruple, which states- 
men could only regard, with Pliny, as a criminal 
obstinacy.® 

The elder Antoninus was succeeded in i6i by his 
adopted son Marcus Aurelius.' Under this emperor — 
celebrated as he is for benevolence, justice, intelligence, 
and philosophic culture — ^the state of the Christians was 
worse than in any former reign, except that of Nero ; if, 
indeed, even this exception ought to be made, since Nero's 
persecution was probably limited to Rome.* The gradual 
advance towards toleration, which had continued ever since, 
the death of Domitian, is now succeeded by a sudden re- 
trograde movement The enmity against Christians is no 
longer peculiar to the populace, but local governors and 
judges are found to take spontaneously an active part in 
persecution. Now, for the first time, they seek out the 
victims, in contravention of the principle laid down by 
Trajan ; instead of discouraging informations, they invite 
or instigate them ; they apply torture with the view of 
forcing a recantation ; in order to obtain evidence, they 
not 6nly violate the ancient law which forbade the admis- 



® TertuIL Apol. 97. ** Le vieux Poly- a work as this to mention the colleagues 

th^me . . . ^tait devenu une sorte who were associated with some of the 

d'h3rpocrisie publique, profess^ par emperors, unless in cases where the 

r^tat." Villemaiin, Tableau de I'Elo- character of the colleague told on the 

quence Chr^tienne, 59. Comp. Neand. religious policy of the reign. 

i. 243-4 J Beugnot, L 35. ^ Mosh. 246. 

f It does not seem necessary in such 
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sion of slaves as witnesses against their masters, but even 
wring out the testimony of reluctant slaves by torture.^ 

In explanation of the contrast between the general 
character of Marcus and his policy towards the church, it 
has been suggested that, in his devotion to philosophical 
studies, he may have neglected to bestow due care on the 
direction and superintiendence of the officers by whom the 
government of the empire was administered ; that he may 
have shared no further in the persecutions of his reign 
than by carelessly allowing them to be carried on.> But 
this supposition would appear to be inconsistent with 
facts ; for, although no express law of this date against 
the Christians is extant, it is almost certain that the perse- 
cuting measures were sanctioned by new and severe edicts 
proceeding from the emperor himself; ^ and we are not 
without the materials for a more satisfactory solution of the 
seeming contradiction. 

The reign was a period of great public disasters and 
calamities. A fearful pestilence ravaged the countries 
from Ethiopia to Gaul ; the Tiber rose in flood, destroy- 
ing among other buildings the public granaries, and 
causing a famine in the capital ; the empire was harassed 
by long wars on the eastern and northern frontiers, and 
by the revolt of its most distinguished general in Syria. 
All such troubles were ascribed to the wrath of the gods, 
which the Christians were supposed to have provoked. 
The old tales of atheism and abominable practices, how- 
ever often refuted, continued to keep their ground in the 
popular belief;^ and it appears on investigation that the 

b Tillem. iL 310; Mosh. 244 ; Neand. ner, 312 ; Milman, ii. 178 ; Pressens^ 

i. Z48 9 ; Giesel. I. i. 175 ; Milman, ii. iiL 170. Neander (i. 149) ascribes to 

z6o. hixn an edict which bears the name of 

i Mosh. 244. Aurelian; but Gieseler (I. i.. 175) and 

k Tertullian says that he made no Dean Milman oppose this view. Dr. 

laws against them (Apol. 5) ; but see James Donaldson would acquit the 

Dr. Pusejf's notes ; also Euseb. iv. 36 ; emperor, ii. 6, seqq. 

Baron. 164 ; Neander, i. 143-3 : Tzschir- ' Mosh. 343. 
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fiercest renewals of persecution coincided in time with the 
chief calamities of the reign. "^ The heathen, high as well 
as low, were terrified into a feeling that the chastisements 
of Heaven demanded a revival of their sunken religion ; 
they restored its neglected solemnities, they offered sacri- 
fices of unusual costiiness, they anxiously endeavoured to 
remove whatever might be supposed offensive to the gods." 
The emperor, as a sincerely religious heathen, shared in 
the general feeling ; nor were his private opinions such as 
to dispose him favourably towards the Christians, whom it 
would appear that he knew only through the representa- 
tions of thfeir enemies the philosophers.® The form of 
philosophy to which he was himself addicted— the Stoic — 
was very opposite in tone to the Gospel It may be de- 
scribed as aristocratic — a system for the elevated few ; it 
would naturally lead its followers to scorn as vulgar a doc- 
trine which professed to be for all ranks of society and 
for every class of minds.^ The firmness of the Stoic was 
to be the result of correct reasoning ; the emperor himself, 
in his 'Meditations,' illustrates the true philosophical 
calmness by saying that it must not be like the demeanour 
of the Christians in death, which he regards as enthusiastic 
and theatrical.^ And the enthusiasm was infectious ; the 
sect ext-ended throughout, and even beyond, the empire ; 

™ This subject is very ably treated ** L. xi. c. 3. The genuineness of the 

by Dean Milman, vol. iL c 7. words ws ol "KpuTTULVol has been 

° Baron. 164. 6 ; Neand. L 145. questioned, but seemingly without 

° Tillem. ii. 307 ; Emp. U. 37a ; Mosh. ground. See Giesel. I. U. 170. Arch- 

241-5 ; Neand. L 246-7. deacon Evans points out that the 

P SchrSckh, iii. 80 ; Villemain, TabL 'Meditations' are pervaded by a 

de I'Eloq. Chr^t. The truth of this special regard to social duties, and 

description is not affected by the dif- that the Christians, as they avoided 

ference which M. Villemsdn well points many of the usual occupations and 

out between the harshness of Stoicism amusements of life, must have appeared 

in its earlier days and the humaner to the emperor to be wanting in this 

form which it wore in Marcus Aurelius respect (i. 151). Professor Plumptre 

— ^the result, perhaps, of an unsus- sees in the word dr/>a7^5ws an allu- 

pected influence of the Gospel (p. 66). sion to Justin's Second Apology, c. la, 

Mr. Lecky denies this influence (L where *' he expresses a wish that soma 

263-270). one (meaning obviously some Chrvsdaik^, 
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already its advocates began to boast of the wonderful 
progress of their doctrines ; ^ and the circumstances thus 
alleged in its favour might suggest to the mind of an un- 
friendly statesman a fear of dangerou s combinations and 
movements. If, too, the prosperity of a nation depended 
on its gods, the triumph over paganism which the Chris- 
tians anticipated must, it was thought, imply the ruin of 
the empire. A " kingdom not of this world " was an idea 
which the heathen could not imderstand ; nor was theii 
alarm without countenance from the language of many 
Christians," for not only was the Apocalypse interpreted 
as foretelling the downfall of pagan Rome, but pretended 
prophecies, such as the Sibylline verses, spoke of it openly, 
and in a tone of exultation.* 

It was long believed that Marcus, in the latter years 
of his reign, changed his policy towards the Christians, 
in consequence of a miraculous deliverance which he 
had experienced in one of his campaigns 
A.D. 174. against the Quadi. His army was hemmed 
in by the barbarians ; the soldiers were exhausted 
by wounds and fatigue, and parched by the rays of a 
burning sun. In this distress (it is said) a legion com- 
posed of Christians stepped forward and knelt down 
in prayer ; on which the sky was suddenly overspread 
with clouds, and a copious shower descended for the 
refreshment of the Romans, who took off their helmets 
to catch the rain. While they were thus partly unarmed, 



fearless of death, would cry out with a 
tragic voice {rpayiKy t^ 0w»'^), and 
utter a prophetic denunciation of the 
injustice and superstition of heathen 
magistrates." Contemp. Review, x. 

83. 

■" See Just. Dial. c. Tryph. 117, 
quoted below, c. viii. 

* Just. Apol. L II. 

' Tzschirner, 192-4, 199, 234, 310, 



311 ; Beugnot, I 21 ; Milm. ii. 164-172 : 
Lat. Christ, i. 37. Moreover, the Chris- 
tian writers did not always preserve a 
proper tone of respect towards the 
emperor. Thus Tatian spoke of him 
as paying large salaries to philosophers, 
" that they might not wear their beards 
long for nothing." Orat. adv. Graecos, 
c. 19 (in the Benedictine edition of 
Justin). 
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and intent only on quenching their thirst, the enemy 
attacked them ; but a violent storm of lightning and hail 
arose, which drove full against the barbarians, and enabled 
the imperial forces to gain an easy victory. It is added 
that the interposition of the God of Christians was acknow- 
ledged ; that the emperor bestowed the name of Fulmina- 
trix on the legion whose prayers had been so effectual ; 
and that he issued an edict in favour of their religion." 

In refutation of this story it has been shown that, while 
the deliverance is attested by heathen as well as Christian 
writers, by coins, and by a representation on the Antonine 
column at Rome,* it is ascribed by the heathens to Jupiter 
or Mercury, and is said to have been procured either by 
the arts of an Egyptian magician or by the prayers of 
the emperor himself; y that the idea of a legion con- 
sisting exclusively of Christians is absurd ; that the title 
of Fultninatrix was as old as the time of Augustus ; and 
that the worst persecutions of the reign were later than the 
date of the supposed edict of toleration. But, although 
the miracle of "the Thundering Legion" is now generally 
abandoned,* the story may have arisen without any inten- 
tional deceit. For the deliverance of the army in the 
Quadian war is certain ; and we may safely assume that 
there were Christian soldiers in the imperial force, that 
they prayed in their distress, and that they rightly ascribed 
their relief to the mercy of God. We have then only to 
suppose, further, that some Christian, ignorant of military 
antiquities, connected this event with the name of the 
Legio Fulminatrix ; and the other circumstances are such 

" Euseb. V. 5 ; Tillem. Emp, il Bum, * Rome and the Campagna,' 



405-7- 



336-7. 



* See the engraving in Baronius, iL ' Guericke, indeed, endeavours to 

29a. uphold it Qi. Z30) ; but an explanation 

y Dion Cass, IxxL, p. 305, ed. Leim- similar to that in the text is given even 

chav. Hanov. 1606 ; JuL Capitolin. by Dr. Newman (Essay on Eccl. Mi- 

Vit. M. Aurel. c, 34 ; Claudian, De racles, cxxi.-ii.X and by Rohrbacher, 

Sexto, Consul Honorii, 338, seqq. See v. 159-161. 
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as might have easily been added to the tale in the course 
of its transmission.* 

The most eminent persons who suffered death under 
Marcus Aurelius were Ju stin and P olycarp. Early in 
the reign Justin was induced by the martyrdom of some 
Christians at Rome to compose a second Apology, in 
which he expressed an expectation that he himself might 
soon fall a victim to the arts of his enemies, and espe- 
cially of one Crescens, a Cynic, who is described as a 
very vile member of his repulsive sect.^ The apprehen- 
sion was speedily verified; and Justin, after having 
borne himself in his examination with firmness and dig- 
nity, was beheaded at Rome, and earned the glorious 
title which usually accompanies his name. 

The martyrdom of Justin was followed*' by that of 
Polycarp — a man whose connexion with the apostolic 
age invested him with an altogether peculiar title to 
reverence in the time to which he had survived. He 
• had been a disciple of St. John, who is supposed to have 
placed him in the see of Smyrna.*^ It was perhaps Poly- 
carp who was addressed as the "angel" of that church in 
the Apocalypse f and we have already noticed his cor- 
respondence with the martyr Ignatius. Towards the 



* See Pagi, ii. 286 ; Moyle's Disser- 
tation on the subject (translated, Math 
Lord King's remarks, by Mosheim, 
• Dissertationum ad Sanctiores Dis- 
ciplinas spectantium Syntagma,' Lips. 
1733, PP- 623, seqq.); Mosh. 249-251; 
Schrdckh, iii. 148-9 ; Routh. Reliqq. 
Sacra;, i. 165-7 ; Kaye on Tertullian, 
99 ; Burton, ii. 166-8 ; Neand. i. 159- 
162 ; Giesel. L i. 176 ; Pusey n. on 
TertuU. i. 14: Clinton, 'ii. 23, seqq.; 
Blunt, 294-6 ; Merivale, vii. 585. 

b C. 3 ; Tatian. adv. Gr. c. 19. Bishop 
Pearson supposes that the Second Apo- 
logy was addressed to Antoninus Pius, 
and that Justin was put to death in 



150 (Min. Works, ii. 502). But the 
Apology is usually placed in this 
reign, and the martyrdom about 166. 
(Semisch, i. 147-153 ; Giesel. I. i. 205.) 
For the acts of the martyrdom see 
Justin, ed. Otto, ii. 262, seqq. (See 
Donaldson, ii. 69-70.) 

^ Some place the death of Polycarp 
first. Baronius and Mosheim date it 
in 169 ; Pearson (Min. Works, ii. 531) 
in 147 ; Pagi (although not confiat* ntly) 
in 158 (ii. 236); Clinton in 166 ; others 
in 167. 

d Iren. III. iii. 4. 

® ii. 8-11. See Schaff, 433. 
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end of the reign of Pius, Polycarp had visited Rome ' — 
partly, although not exclusively, for the purpose of dis- 
cussing a question which had arisen between the churches 
of Asia and those of other countries as to the time of 
keeping Easter. It had been the practice of the Asiatics 
to celebrate the paschal supper on the fourteenth day of 
tlie first Jewish month — the same day on which the Jews 
ate the passover; and three days later, without regard 
to the day of the week, they kept the feast of the resur- 
rection. Other churches, on the contrary, held it unlaw- 
ful to interrupt the fast of the holy week, or to celebrate 
the resurrection on any other day than the firstj their ^r^- *■ 
Easter, consequently, was always on a Sunday, and their 
paschal supper was on its eve. The Asiatic or quarto- 
deciman practice was traced to St. John and St Philip ; 
that of other churches, to St. Peter and St. Paul.^ '^^ 

Polycarp was received at Rome by the bishop, Ani- 
cetus, with the respect due to his personal character, to 
his near connexion with the apostles, to his advanced 
age, and to his long tenure of the episcopal office — for ' 
Anicetus was the seventh bishop of Rome since his 
guest had been set over the church of Smyrna. The 
discussion of the paschal question was carried on with 
moderation ; it was agreed that on such a matter a dif- 
ference of practice might be allowed ; and Anicetus, in 
token of fellowship and regard, allowed the Asiatic 
bishop to consecrate the eucharist in his presence.^ 



^ About A.D. 158, Burton (ii. 124) ; 
167, Baron (167-8) ; 160, SchrOckh. See 
August!, ii. 24. 

S This is Moshcim's account of the 
difference (435, seqq.) ; but there still 
remains a question on the subject. 
Compare Schrockh, iii. 53-4; Routh, 
Rel. Sac. ii. 17-20 ; Augusti, ii. 25 ; 
Neand. i. 4x2-13 ; Giesel. I. ii. 240-2 ; 
Jacobson, PP. ApostoL Iii. ; Hefele, i. 



289. Dr. James Donaldson thinks 
that the idea of a. discussion of the 
paschal question at this time arises 
from a mistake of Eusebius. i. 159. 

** IIapex(Ji>pv^^y 'AyiKTjTos r^p 
euxapiCTlav ry TloXvKdpirip (Iren. 
ap. Euseb. v. 24). Some, with whom 
Heinichen (not. in loc.) ag^rees, undeiv 
stand only that Anicetus gnve the 
eucharist to Polycarp ; but, «& S\\«c«ti 
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During his residence at Rome, Polycarp succeeded in 
recovering many persons who had been perverted to 
heresy by Valentinus, Marcion, and Marcellina, a female 
professor of gnosticism.* It is said also that he had a 
personal encounter with Marcion, and that when the 
heresiarch (probably with reference to some former 
acquaintance in Asia) asked him for a sign of recog- 
nition, his answer was, ** I know thee for the firstborn of 
Satan." ^ 

The martyrdom of Polycarp is related in a letter com- 
posed in the name of his church.^ Persecution had 
begun to rage in Asia, and many of the Sm3maean 
Christians had suffered with admirable constancy; but 
one who had at first been forward in exposing himself 
was afterwards persuaded to sacrifice, and from his case 
the writers of the letter take occasion to discourage the 
practice of voluntarily courting persecution. The multi- 
tude was enraged at the sight of the fortitude which the 
martyrs displayed, and a cry arose, "Away with the 
atheists! Seek out Polycarp!'* The behaviour of the • 
venerable bishop, when thus demanded as a victim, was 
worthy of his character for Christian prudence and sin- 
cerity. At the persuasion of his friends he withdrew to 
a neighbouring village, from which he afterwards removed 
to another; and, on being discovered in his second 
retreat, he calmly said, "God's will be done!" He 
ordered food to be set before his captors, and spent in 
fervent prayer the time which was allowed him before he 

was carried off to the city. As he entered the arena, he 

• 

remarks (n. in Iren. t. i. 827), this k Iren. III. iii. 4. 

would not have been any mark of dis- * Published in the collections of the 

tinguished honour, which is the cha- Apostolical Fathers. Dr. J. Donaldson 

racter in which Irenaeus evidently supposes it to have been written some 

means to represent the act. See the years after the event, and to have been 

Apost. Constitutions, ii. 58. afterwards much interpolated, i. 169- 

i Iren. I. xxv. 6. For Valentinus 178. 
and Marcion, see the next chapter. 
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is said to have heard a voice from heaven — " Be strong, 
Polycarp, and play the man!" and it is added that 
many of his brethren also heard it. On his appearance 
the spectators were greatly excited, and broke out into 
loud clamours. The proconsul exhorted him to pur- 
chase liberty by renouncing his faith; but he replied, 
I" Fourscore and six years ™ have I served Christ, and 
Ihe hath done me no wrong ; how can I now blaspheme 
Dmy King and Saviour?" nor could the proconsul shake 
his resolution either by renewed solicitations, or by 
threatening him with the beasts and with fire. The 
multitude cried out for the bishop's death, and he was 
condemned to be burnt — a sentence of which he is said 
to have before received an intimation by a vision of a 
fiery pillow. A quantity of wood was soon collected, 
and it is noted by the narrator that the Jews, " as was 
their custom," showed themselves especially zealous in 
the work. In compliance with his own request that 
he might not be fastened with the usual iron cramps, as 
he trusted that God would enable him stedfastly to 
endure the flames, Polycarp was tied to the stake with 
cords, and in that position he uttered a thanksgiving for 
the privilege of glorifying God by his death. The pile 
was then kindled, but the flame, instead of touching him, 
swept around him " like the sail of a ship filled with 
wind," while his body appeared in the midst, " not like 
flesh that is burnt, but like bread that is baked, or like 
gold and silver glowing in a fiunace ; " and a perfume as 
of frankincense or spices filled the air.'' As the fire 
seemingly refiised to do its office, one of the executioners 
stabbed the martyr with a sword, whereupon there issued 

«" Some understand this to mean his ^^ood. (MiUnan, ii. 88.) It seems best 

age : others the period since his con- in general to leave without comment 

version. See Jacobson, 564-5. those parts of the story in which the 

» This has been accounted for by feelings of the narrators may have 

supposing that the hastily-gathered given it a miraculous character, 
pile was partly composed of aromatic 
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forth a profusion of blood sufficient to quench the 
flames.** The heathens and the Jews then burnt the 
body — out of fear, as they said, lest the Christians should 
worship Polycarp instead 'of " the Crucified," — an appre- 
hension by which, as the church of Smyrna remarks, 
they manifested an utter ignorance of Christian doctrine. 
The brethren were therefore obliged to content them- 
selves with collecting some of the bones, and bestowing on 
them an honourable burial. As in the case of Ignatius, 
the death of the bishop procured a respite for his flock. 

At a later time in the reign of Marcus Aurelius a 
violent persecution took place in the south of Gaul.P 
The church of Lyons and Vienne was of eastern, and 
comparatively recent, origin ;<i it was still under the 
care of Pothinus, the head of the mission by which the 
Gospel had been introduced. In the year 177/ when 
the empire was alarmed by renewed apprehensions of the 
German war, the Christians of these cities found them- 
selves the objects of outrage ; they were insulted and 
attacked in the streets, their houses were entered and 
plundered. The eagerness of the authorities to second 
the popular feeling on this occasion appears in striking 
contrast with the practice of earlier times. Orders were 
given to search out the Christians ; by the illegal appli- 
cation of torture, some heathen slaves were brought to 
charge their masters with the abominations of CEdipus 
and Thyestes; and the victims were then tortured in 



° The Martyrdom in the common 
copies (c. 16) reads, i^ijXOe irepicrrepd. 
Kal irX^Oos atfiaroSf "there came out 
a dove and a large quantity of blood." 
The words ircptorepA Kal are wanting 
in Eusebius and in some MSS. Various 
conjectures have been proposed in 
order to get rid of or explain the dove. 
Some would read TeplarepviL "there 
came forth about the "breast," or iv 
dpunepd **on the left." See Jacob- 



son, in loc., and Evans, i. 90. Bp. 
Wordsworth ('St. Hippolytus,' 319) 
offers a very ingenious reading,— ttc/)! 
CTJjpaKa "about the haft." 

P The authority for this is a letter of 
the church of Lyons and Vienne, pre- 
served by Eusebius, 1. v. (although in- 
complete). 

*1 Mosh. ao7, 211. 

' Tillem. iil 598 ; Mihnan, ii. 194. 
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various ways, and were imprisoned in dungeons where 
noisomeness and privation were fatal to many. The 
bishop, a man upwards of ninety years old, and infirm 
both from age and from sickness, was dragged before 
the governor, who asked him, "Who is the God of 
Christians?" "If thou art worthy," answered Pothinus, 
"thou shalt know." He was scourged without mercy 
by the officers of the court, and was beaten, kicked, and 
pelted by the crowd ; after which he was carried almost 
lifeless to a prison, where he died within two days. A 
distinction was made as to the manner of death between 
persons of different conditions; slaves were crucified, 
provincials were exposed to beasts, and the emperor, on 
being consulted as to the manner of dealing with those 
who claimed the privilege of Roman citizenship, ordered 
that such of them as adhered to their faith should be 
beheaded. Yet notwithstanding this, an Asiatic named 
Attalus, although a citizen of Rome, was tortured and 
was exposed to beasts. When placed in a heated iron 
chair, he calmly remarked, as the smell of his burning 
flesh arose, that his persecutors were guilty of the canni- 
balism which they fdlsely imputed to the Christians. 

The behaviour of the sufferers was throughout marked 
by composure and sobriety. They succeeded by their 
prayers and by their arguments in persuading some of 
their brethren, who had at first yielded to the fear of 
death, to confess their Lord, and to give themselves for 
him. A slave, named Blandina, was distinguished above 
all the other martyrs for the variety of tortures which 
she endured. Her mistress, a Christian, had feared that 
the constancy of a slave might give way in time of trial ; 
but Blandina's character had b«en formed, not by her 
condition, but by the faith which she professed. Her 
patience wearied out the inventive cruelty of her tor- 
mentors, and amidst her greatest agonies she found 
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described than by saying that they both belonged to the 
gnostic falliily.* A sect of a different character-^that of 
Montanus — had also its rise in the reign of Marcus ; but 
a notice of it may be more fitly given at a somewhat 
later date, and we must now turn back to survey the 
heresies which had already disturbed the church. 



CHAPTER IV. 



THE EARLY HERETICS. 



Hegesippus* and Clement of Alexandria^ have been 
derided by the greatest of English historians as having 
stated that the church was not polluted by schism or 
heresy until the reign of Trajan, or that of Hadrian ; and 
it is added, "We may observe, with much more pro- 
priety, that during [the earlier] period the disciples of 
the Messiah were indulged in a freer latitude, both of 
faith and practice, than has ever been allowed in suc- 
ceeding ages.''*^ In reality, however, the fathers who 
are cited make no such assertion as is here supposed ; 
their words relate, not to the appearance of the first 
symptoms of error, but to the distinct formation of 
bodies which at once claimed the Christian name and 
held doctrines different from those of the church.*^ Nor 
has the remark which is ofiered by way of correction any 

i For Bardesanes see Epiph. Haer. men, iii. i6 ; August!, v. 352. 
56. His son Harmonius also was cele- * Ap. Euseb. iii. 32, 

brated as a hymnographer. St Eph- ^ Strom, vii. 17, p. 898. 

rem, in the fourth century, expelled ^ Gibbon, i. 465. 

the hymns of Harmonius from the d Heinich. in Euseb. iii. 32 (t. i. 

church, by substituting orthodox com- 266). 
positions of the same measures. Sozo- 
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Other truth than this, — that the measures of the church 
for the protection of her members against erroneous 
teaching were taken only as the development of evil 
made them necessary. The New Testament itself bears 
ample witness both to the existence of false doctrine 
during the lifetime of the apostles, and to the earnestness 
with which they endeavoured to counteract it. Among 
the persons who are there censured by name, some 
appear to be taxed "with faults of practice only ; but of 
others the opinions are condemned. Thus it is said of 
Hymenseus that he had "made shipwreck concerning 
the faith ; '* that he had " erred concerning the truth, 
sa)dng that the resurrection is past already;" and 
Alexander and Philetus are included in the same 
charges.® In St. Paul's Epistles, besides those passages 
which bear a controversial character on their surface, 
there are many in which a comparison with the language 
of early heresy may lead us to discern such a character.^ 
And the same may be observed of other apostolical 
writings ; those of St. John especially are throughout 
marked by a reference to prevailing errors, and to the 
language in which these were clothed. And long before 
the probable date of any Christian scripture, we meet 
with him who has always been regarded as the father of 
heresy — the magician Simon of Samaria.8 

In reading of the ancient heretics we must remember 
that the accounts of them come from their enemies ; and 
our own experience will show us how easily misunder- 
standing or misrepresentation of an opponent may creep 
in even where there is no unfair intention. We must not be 
too ready to believe evil ; ^ we must beware of confound- 

® I Tim. i. 19,. ao ; II Tim. ii. 17, 18. S Acts, viii. See Bull, v. 505. 

'See Burton, *Bampt. Lectures,' h Evagrius (from whom such remarks 

III. IV. ; Matter, " Hist, du Onosd- might hardly have been expected), in 

dsme,' t. i. pointing out the distinction between 

VOL. I. 4 
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ing the opinions of heresiarchs with those of their fol- 
lowers ; and especially we must beware of too easily 
supposing that the founders of sects were unprincipled or 
prpfligate men, since by so doing we should not only, in 
many cases, be wrong as to the fact, but should forego 
an important lesson. The " fruits " by which " false pro- 
phets " shall be known * are not to be sought in their own 
personal conduct (which may be inconsistent, either for 
the worse or for the better, with their teaching), but in 
the results which follow from their principles, — in their 
developed doctrines and maxims, and in those of their 
disciples. 

But, on the other hand, if the ancients, and those who 
have implicitly followed them in treating such subjects, 
must be read with caution, it is no less necessary to be on 
our guard against the theories and statements of some 
modems, who are ready to sympathize with every reputed 
heretic, to represent him as only too far elevated by genius 
and piety above the church of his own day, and conjec- 
turally to fill up the gaps of his system, to explain away 
its absurdities, and to harmonize its contradictions. A 
writer who endeavours to enter into the mind of a here- 
siarch, and to trace the course of his ideas, is, . indeed, 
more likely to help us towards an understanding of the 
matter than one. who sets out with the presumption that 
the man's deliberate purpose was to vent detestable blas- 
phemies, and to ruin the souls of his followers ; and we 
may often draw instruction or warning from Beausobre or 
Neander, where the orthodox vehemence of Epiphanius 
or Baronius would only tempt us to question whether 
opinions so extravagant as those which are imputed to 



heathen aiid Christian varieties of more correct than all before him. i. 

opinion, vindicates the heretics from zz. 

the charge of inteniumal impiety : i St. Matt. vii. zs-i6. See Tholudc 

each, he says, only thought to be inloc. 
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heretical parties could ever have been really held by any 
one. Yet we must not assume that things cannot have 
been because the idea of them appears monstrous ; we 
must remember that even the most ingenious conjecture 
may be mistaken ; and, if the conclusions of a system as 
to faith or morals are abominable, we may not speak of 
such a system with admiration or indulgence on account 
of any poetical beauty or philosophical depth which may 

appear to be mixed up with its errors.^ ... 

The systems of the earliest heretical teachers were for 
the most part of the class called Gnostic,^ — a name which 
implies pretensions to more than ordinary knowledge. It 
is disputed whether St Paul intended to refer to this sense 
of the word in his warning against " knowledge falsely so 
called j ™ but although it seems most likely that the pecu- 
liar use of the term did not begin until later, the thing 
itself certainly existed in the time of the apostles. The 
Gnostics were for the most part so remote in their tenets 
from the Christian belief that they would now be classed 
rather with utter aliens from the Gospel than with here- 
tics ; but in early times the title of heretic was given to 
all who in any way whatever introduced the name of 
Christ into their systems, so that, as has been remarked, 
" if Mahomet had appeared in the second century, Justin 
Martyr or Irenseus would have spoken of ,him as an 
heretic.'* ^ On looking at the strange opinions which are 



k Mosheim, in the preface to his * Ver- 
&uch einer unpartheiischen Ketzer- 
geschichte,' has good remarks on this 
subject 

1 This name, however, was not 
asstuned in common by the sects, but 
was ai^lied to them by others. The 
Carpocratians — the worst and most 
immoral sect of all — or a party among 
these^— are said by Irenseus to have been 
the only Gnostics who styled them- 
sdves so (L xxv. 6), while the author 



of the * Philosophumena ' refers the 
assumption of the name to the Ophites 
(v. 6). See Matter, i. 316; Harvey. 
Introd. to Irenaeus, Ixxviii., and on the 
meaning of the term, see ib. Ix. Ixi. 

™ I Tim. v. 20; where the word 
ivriBiaciS (oppositions) has been re- 
ferred to the gnostic doctrine of oppo- 
sition between the kingdoms of light 
and darkness. Matter, i. 207-8. 

° Burtcm, Bampt. Lect. xa. 
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thus brought before us, we may wonder how they could 
ever have been adopted by any to whom the Christian 
faith had been made known. But a consideration of the 
circumstances will lessen our surprise ; Gnosticism is in 
truth not to be regarded as a corruption of Christianity, 
but as an adoption of some Christian elements into a 
system of different origin. 

At the time when the Gospel appeared, a remarkable 
mixture had taken place in the existing systems of religion 
and philosophy. The Jews had during their captivity 
become acquainted with the Chaldaean and Persian doc- 
trines : many of them had remained in the east, and a 
constant communication was kept up between the de- 
scendants of these and their brethren of the Holy Land. 
Thus the belief of the later Jews had been much tinged 
with oriental ideas, especially as to angels and spiritual 
beings. The prevailing form of Greek philosophy — the 
Platonic — had, from the first, contained elements of 
eastern origin ; and in later days the intercourse of nations 
had led to a large adoption of foreign additions. The 
great city of Alexandria, in particular, which was after- 
wards to be the cradle of Gnosticism, became a centre 
of philosophical speculations. In its schools were repre- 
sented the doctrines of Egypt, of Greece, of Palestine, 
and indirectly those of Persia and Chaldaea — themselves 
affected by the systems of India and the further east.® 
The prevailing ton6 of mind was eclectic ; all religions 
were regarded as having in them something divine, while 
no one was supposed to possess a full and sufficient reve- 
lation.? Hence ideas were borrowed from one to fill up 
the deficiency of another. Hence systems became so in- 
termingled, and were so modified by each other, that 
learned men have dilQfered as to the origin of Gnosticism 

^ Matter, i. zaj. On the likenesses terns see Lassen, ' Indische Alterthoms 
between Gnosticism and Indian sys- kunde,' iii. 380-405. P Matter, i. 45. 
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— some referring it chiefly to Platonism,*i while others 
trace it to oriental sources.' Hence, too, we can under- 
stand how Christianity came to be combined with notions 
so strangely imlike itself. The same eclectic principle 
which had produced the fusion of other systems, led 
speculative minds to adopt something from the Gospel ; 
they took only so much as was suitable for their purpose, 
and they interpreted this at will The substance of each 
system is Platonic, or oriental, or derived from the later 
Judaism ; the Scriptural terms which are introduced are 
used in senses altogether different from that which they 
bear in Christian theology. 

The especial characteristic of the Gnostics was (as has 
been stated) a pretension to superior knowledge.* By 
this the more elevated spirits were to be distinguished 
from the vulgar, for whom faith and traditional opinion 
were said to be sufficient ; tlie Gnostics sometimes com- 
plained of it as an injustice that they were excluded from 
the communion of the church, whereas they were willing 
to leave the multitude in possession of the common creed, 
and only claimed for themselves the privilege of under- 
standing doctrine in an inner and more refined sense.* 
On such a principle the Old Testament had been inter- 
preted by Philo of Alexandria, the type of a Platonizing 
Jew;" and now the principle was applied to the New 
Testament, from which texts were produced by way of 
sanction for it* As for the older Scriptures, the Gnostics 



** Matter, i. 73 ; Burton, Bampt religions. Matter, i. 51 ; Brucker, ii. 

Lect. note 7. This is the view of the 64a. 

early fathers. See Kaye's Tertullian, ^ Iren. iii. 15. 

449. " Matter, i. 60. The principle of the 

^ Mosheim, Inst Maj. 341 ; Brucker, Cabala is the same. (Burton, Bampt. 

ii. 643. Lect. 303.) See on Philo, Dr. John 

* Both Pythagoias and Plato had W. Donaldson's ' Hist, of Greek Liter- 
used the word yv(Mn.% to signify the ature,' iii. 127. 

highest knowledge ; and the distinc- * Such as I Cor. ii. 6. See Matter, 

tion of grades is common to eastern vol. i. 
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either rejected them altogether, or perverted them by an 
unlimited license of allegorical explanation. 

We find, as common to all the Gnostic systems, a belief 
in one supreme God, dwelling from eternity in the pleromay 
or fulness of light. From him proceed forth successive 
generations ofcBons, or spiritual beings, the chief of which 
appear from their names to be impersonated attributes of 
the Deity ; y and in proportion as these emanations are 
more remote from the primal source, the likeness of his 
perfections in them becomes continually fainter.' Matter 
is regarded as eternal, and as essentially evil. Out of it 
the world was formed, not by the supreme God, but by 
the Demiurge — a being who is represented by some here- 
siarchs as merely a subordinate and unconscious instru- 
ment of the divine will, but by others as positively malig- 
nant, and hostile to the Supreme. This Demiurge (or 
creator) was the national God of the Jews — the God of 
the Old Testament ; according, therefore, as he is viewed 
in each system, the Mosaic economy is either acknow- 
ledged as preparatory to a higher dispensation or rejected 
as evil.* Christ was sent into the world to deliver man 



y This is an Oriental feature. The 
name of eeons (aluves) was given by 
Valentinus, but for the sake of conve- 
nience may be used in describing sys- 
tems earlier than his. " * Comme le 
temps/ dit Damascene [De Fid.Orthod. 
ii. x] 'estladurde des&tres fragiles et 
passagers, aum est celle des €tres ^ter- 
nels.' C'est Ik, si je ne me trompe, ce 
qui a donn^ occasion d'appeler atones 
les substances immortelles. . . 0€- 
ment d' Alexandria a dit qu' *aiem 
reprdsente k la fois, et r^unit comme 
en un seul instant, toutes les parties du 
temps, le pass€, le present, et I'avenir.' 
[Strom, i. 13.! Cela veut dire, que ce 
terme pr^sente k I'esprit rid6e d'un €tre 
qui a exists, qui existe, et qui existera 
toujours." (Beausobre, ' Hist de Mani- 



chde,' i. S70.) Theodoret censures the 
use of the word to denote living beings, 
whereas it properly means duration, 
whether finite or infinite. (Haer. v. 6.) 
Gieseler (I. i. 188) defines it, in its 
gnostic application, as meaning "de- 
velopments of the divine essence, 
which, as being such, are raised above 
the limitations of time." 

* Burton, B. L. 37-7; Matter, i. 17, 

* The opposition to the Demiurge 
was in some cases carried to an almost 
incredible length, so as to reverse the 
characters of Scripture history. Among 
the Ophites (from ^0ty, a serpent}— a 
sect which began in the second century, 
and lasted even into the sixth (Giesel. 
I. i. 190)— there were some who sup- 
posed the serpent of Genesis iii. to 
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from the tyranny of the Demiurge. But the Christ of 
Gnosticism was neither very God nor very man ; his spi- 
ritual nature, as being an emanation from the supreme 
God, was necessarily inferior to its original ; and, on the 
other hand, an emanation from God could not dwell in 
a material, and consequently evil, body. Either, there- 
fore, Jesus was a mere man, on whom the aeon Christ de- 
scended at his baptism, to forsake him again before his 
crucifixion ; or the body with which Christ seemed to be 
clothed was a phantom, and all his actions were only in 
appearance.^ 

Since matter was evil, the Gnostic was required to 
overcome it ; but here arose an important practical dif- 
ference among the sectaries ; for while some of them 
sought the \actory by a high ascetic abstraction from the 
things of sense, the baser kind professed to show their 
knowledge by wallowing in impurity and excess. <= The 
same view as to the evil nature of matter led to a denial 
of the resurrection of the body. The Gnostic could 
admit no other than a spiritual resurrection ; the object 



have been either the Divine Wisdom 
or the Christ himself — come in order 
to set men free from the ignorance in 
which the Demiurge {jfaldabaoth, son 
of darkness or chaos) wished to en- 
thral them. (Iren. i. 30 ; Epiph. Haer. 
37. Sec also Mosheim, 'Versuch 
einer unpartheiischen Ketzergesch- 
ichte, — Die Schlangenbruder,' 72, &c. 
Helmst. 1746.) The Cainites, another 
sect of the same kind, ran into perhaps 
a yet wilder extravagance. They held 
that the books of both the Old and the 
New Testament were the work of 
writers who had been inspired by the 
Demitirge to give a false colouring to 
the story ; that the real worthies were 
those who are reprobated in Scripture 
— such as Cain, Esau, the men of 
Sodom, Korah, &c. ; that the only 
spiritual apostle was Judas Iscariot, 



who betrayed his Master because he 
knew that the consequence would be 
to deliver man from the Demiurge, 
and had left a gospel of his own, which 
the Cainites supposed themselves to 
possess I Iren. I. xxxi. x ; Epiph. 
xxxviii. 

b The latter view was called Docet- 
ism (from doK^OJ, to srem). A distinct 
sect of Docetes arose in the middle of 
the second century (Matter, iii, 30) ; 
but the term is generally used to denote 
the opinion^ as held in common by 
various sects. 

^ Burton, B. L. 138 ; Neand. ii. 26. 
The Carpocratians held that . it was 
a duty to "go through all sorts of 
actions." (Iren. I. xxv. 4.) Against 
both the asceticism and the sensuality 
of Gnostics, see Clem. Alex. StiX)m. L 
m. 
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of his philosophy was to emancipate the spirit from its 
gross and material prison ; at death, the soul of the per- 
fect Gnostic, having already risen in baptism, was to be 
gathered into the bosom of God, while such souls as yet 
lacked their full perfection were to work it out in a 
course of transmigrations.*^ The contest of good with 
evil (it was taught) is to end in the victory of good. 
Every spark of life which originally came from God will 
be purified and restored, will return to its source, and will 
dwell with him for ever in the pleroma. 

After this general sketch of the Gnostic doctrines, we 
may proceed to notice in detail a few of the most promi- 
nent among the early heretical systems.* 



I. First among the precursors of Gnosticism stands 
Simon, usually styled Magus or the Sorcerer, a native of 
the Samaritan village of Gittum, as to whom our informa- 
tion is partly derived from Scripture itself/ He is sup- 
posed to have studied at Alexandria ;& and, on returning 
to his native country, he advanced high spiritual preten- 
sions, " giving out that himself was some great one,'' and 
being generally acknowledged by the Samaritans as " the 
great power of God."*^ Simon belonged to a class oi 
adventurers not uncommon in his day, who addressed 
themselves especially to that desire of intercourse with a 



d Burton, B. L. 130-1, 423-7. 

* There is much information as to 
Gnosticism in Mr. Harvey's Introduc- 
tion to Irenaeus, where the statements 
of the 'Philosophumena' (see below, 
ch. v.), are compared with those of Ire- 
naeus and other 'writers. The only 
practicable classification of the Gnos- 
tics appears to be the geographical. 
Matter- divides them int^ Syrian, Alex- 
andrian, and Asiatic, and criticises the 
attempts of Neander and others to 
arrange them according to their tenets 
(i. 320-3 ; comp. Hagenbach, i. 46). It 



is found, however, that, according to 
the place of their origin, the variou.*- 
sects gave greater prominence to par- 
ticular doctrines ; thus, the Alexandrian 
Gnosis had more of Platonism, and the 
Syrian of Parsism ; the Alexandrian, 
of the emanative principle, the Syrian, 
of dualism. (Giesel. I. i. 184.) Mr. 
Harvey criticises Matter's division, 
Ixv. 

' Just. Mart. Apol. i. 26. 

^ Walch, i. 142-4 ; Kaye's Justin 
Martjrr, 126. 

h Acts, viii. 9, 10. 
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higher world which was then widely felt. Their doctrines 
were a medley of Jewish, Greek, and Oriental notions ; 
they affected mysteries and revelations ; they practised 
the arts of conjuration and divination ; and it would 
seem that in many of them there was a mixture of con- 
scious imposture with self-delusion and superstitious 
credulityJ Simon's reception of baptism, and his at- 
tempt to buy the privilege of conferring the Holy Ghost, 
may be interpreted as tokens of a belief that the apostles, 
through a knowledge of higher secrets or a connexion 
with superior intelligences, possessed in a greater degree 
the same theurgic power to which he himself pretended.^ 
The feeling of awe with which he was struck by St. Peter's 
reproof and exhortation would seem to have been of very 
short continuance.^ 

It is said that he afterwards roved through various 
countries, choosing especially those which the Gospel had 
not yet reached, and endeavouring to preoccupy the 
ground by his own system, into which the name of Christ 
was now introduced ; that he bought at Tyre a beautiful 
prostitute, named Helena, who became the companion of 
his wanderings ; ™ that in the reign of Claudius he went 
to Rome, where he acquired great celebrity, and was 
honoured with a statue in the island of the Tiber ;" that 



^ See Neand. i. 41 ; Schaff, 218-9. 

k Matter, i. 259 ; Milman, ii. 96. 

1 Neander ' Pflanzung u. Leitung/ 
X07. 

™ Iren. I. xiiL 2 ; Hippolyt. vi. 14. 

° The first authority for this is Jus- 
tin Martyr, who states (Apol. i. 26, 56) 
that the statue bore the inscription, 
Sinumi Deo Sancio. In 1574 a frag- 
ment, with an inscription beginning 
Semoni Sanco DeOf was discovered in 
the very place described ; and it has 
since be«i generally supposed that 
Justin — being imperfectly acquainted 
with Latin, knowing little of the Roman 



ii^ythology, and having his mind pre- 
occupied by the thought of Simon 
Magus, confounded him with Semo 
Sancus, a Sabine deity, who was iden- 
tified with Hercules, and had a temple 
in the island where the inscription was 
found. (See DOllinger, * Heidenth. u. 
Judenth.' 510.) Tillemont (ii. 481), 
the Bollandists (Acta §§, Jun. 29, 
p. 369); Reeves (Transl. of Apologies, 
i. 50, ed. X716), Burton (B. L. n. 42), 
Guericke (i. 250), and others, however, 
maintain the correctness of the story ; 
as does also Dr. Pusey, although \ess 
positively (n. on Tertullian, i. 32). A 
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he there disputed with St. Peter and St Paul (a circum- 
stance which, if true, must be referred to a later visit, in 
the reign of Nero) ; that he attempted to fly in the air, 
and was borne up by his familiar demons, until at the 
prayer of St Peter he fell to the earth ; and that he died 
soon after, partly of the hurt which he had received, and 
partly of vexation at his discomfiture.® Fabulous as parts 
of this story evidently are, it is yet possible that they may 
have had some foundation. There is no apparent reason 
for denying that Simon may have visited Rome, and may 
there have had contests with the two great apostles ; and 
even the story of his flying may have arisen from an 
attempt which was really made by a Greek adventurer in 
the reign of Nero.P 

Simon is said to have taught that God existed from 
eternity in the depth of inaccessible light ; that from him 
proceeded the Thought or Conception of his mind 
{Ennoia) ; that from God and the Ennoia emanated by 
successive generations pairs of male and female aeons. 
The Ennoia, issuing forth from the pleroma, produced a 
host of angels, by whom the world was made ; and these 
angels, being ignorant of God and unwilling to acknow- 
ledge any author of their being, rose against their female 



remembrance of the extraordinary follows St. Irenseus in his account of 

sights which foreigners of undoubted Simon, omits all notice of the statue, 

veracity and intelligence profess to as to which Irenseus had copied Justin, 

have seen in our own country may dis- * Christianity and Mankind,' i. 354. 

pose us to set aside, with very little ° Constitut. Apost. vi. 9 ; Theodoret. 

scruple, such arguments as are founded Haer. i. i. Simon also figures in the 

on the character of St. Justin. In like pseudo - Clementine * Recognitions.' 

manner the mistakes of Anglo-Ameri- Hippolytus says that he made his dis- 

can travellers in England may tell ciples bury him, telling them that he 

against the authority of the African- would rise on the third day ; but that 

Latin fathers who repeat Justin's he has never re-appeared, "for he 

statement. Baron Bunsen notes it as was not the Christ." vi. 20. 

significant, that the author of th« P Sueton. Ner. 12 ; Juvenal, iii. 79. 

* Philosophumena ' (who, as one of the See Beausobre, i. 203 ; Burton, B. L. 

Rdknan clergy, must have had the best note 41. 
means of information), although he 
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parent, subjected her to various indignities, and impri- 
soned her in a succession of material bodies. Thus at 
one time she had animated the form of the beautiful wife 
of Menelaus ; and at last she had taken up her abode in 
that of the Tyrian Helena, the companion of Simon. The 
Ennoia herself remained throughout a pure spiritual 
essence as at the first ; the pollutions and degradations 
of the persons in whom she had dwelt attached only to 
their material bodies, and were a part of the oppressions 
inflicted on the divine seon.^i 

There are various statements as to the character which 
Simon claimed for himself. It has been said that he 
professed to be the supreme God, who (according to 
Simon) had revealed himself to the Samaritans as the 
Father, to the Jews as the Son, and" to the Gentiles as 
the Holy Ghost ;' but it would seem rather that by 
professing to be the " great power of God " he meant 
to identify himself with the chief male seon of his 
system.^ 

He taught that man was held in subjection by the 
angels who created the world; that not only were the 
Mosaic dispensation and the Old Testament prophecies 
to be referred to these, but the received distinctions of 
right and wrong were invented by them for the purpose 
of enslaving mankind ;* and consequently that those who 
should trust in Simon and Helena need not concern 
themselves with the observance of any moral rules, since 



^ Iren. I. xxiii. a. Beausobre sup- 
poses the whole story of Helena to be 
an allegory relating to the soul. i. 35 ; 
ii. 32A-S. 

' Iren. I. xxiii. i ; Epiphan. Har. 
xxi. I. See Bull, v. 270 ; Blunt on the 
Fathers, 489 ; Pressens^, ii. 199. Baron. 
Bunsen infers from the 'Philosophu 
mena' that these words referred to 
Jesus, and not to Simon (i. 352). St. 
Jerome represents Simon as having 



said of himself in his writings, "Ego 
sum sermo Dei, ego sum speciocus, 
ego Paracletus, ego omnipotens, ego 
omnia DeL" In Matt. xxiv. 5 (t. vii. 
176). 

• Mosh. Inst. Maj. 391 ; Matter, i. 
266 : Burton, B. L. 388. 

* Iren. I. xxiii. 3; Hippol. vi. 19. 
See Waterland, v. 636; Mosh. Inst. 
Maj. 417 ; Matter, i. a86. 
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they were to be saved, not by works of righteousness, but 
by grace. Simon professed that he himself had descended 
from the highest heaven for the purpose of rescuing the 
Ennoia — " the lost sheep," as he termed her" — from the 
defilement of her fleshly prison, of revealing himself to 
men, and delivering them from the yoke of the angels. 
In passing through the spheres, he had in each assumed 
a suitable form; and thus on earth he appeared as a 
man.* He was the same seon who had been known as 
Jesus, the Messiah, The history of our Lord's life and 
death he explained on the docetic principle, y The 
resurrection of the body was denied ; but as the soul, 
when set free, must pass through several spheres on its 
way to the pleroma, and as the angels of those spheres 
had the power of impeding its flight, it was necessary 
to propitiate them, evil as they were in themselves, by 
sacrifices.' 

According to St. Epiphanius, Simon said that Helena 
was the Holy Spirit.* As, then, that Person of the God- ' 
head was held by him to have enlightened the Gentiles — 
(not, however, in the Christian sense, but by means of 
the Greek philosophy^) — Helena was thus identified 
with the Greek goddess of wisdom, and was represented 
and worshipped in the character of Minerva, while 
Simon received like honours under the form of Jupiter.^ 

The followers of Simon were divided into various sects, 
which are said to have been addicted to necromancy and 
other magical arts, and to have carried out in practice his 
doctrine of the indifference of actions.^ Justin Martyr 

" Iren. I. xxiiL 2 ; Hippol. vi. 19. * xxi. x. ; Matter, i 277. 

» Iren. I. xxiii. 3 ; Hippol. vi. 19 ; b Matter, i. 265. 

Epiph. xxi. 2, 3; Mosh. Inst. Maj. ^ Iren. L xxiii. 4; Hippol. vi. ao; 

.2 . Matter, i. 280. [Perhaps I ought now 

y Epiph. xxi. 1. X to say -4 tAew and Zeus. 1873. J 

■ Tertull. de Praescr. 33 ; Tillem. il d Iren. I. xxiii. 4. 
39 ; Mosh. Inst. Maj. 418. 
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States that in his day (about a.d. 140) Simon was wor- 
shipped as the chief God by almost all the Samaritans, 
and had adherents in other countries ;* but the heresy 
declined so rapidly that Origen, about a century later, 
questions whether it had in the whole world so many as 
thirty adherents.^ 



\j 
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II. Passing over Menander,* (whose doctrines were not 
so unlike those of his master, Simon, as to require a sepa- 
rate detail), and the Nicolaitans (as to whom nothing is 
known with certainty, beyond the denunciation of them 
in the Apocalypse^), the next considerable name which 
we meet with is that of Cerinthus, who rose into notoriety 
in the reign of Domitian. 

Cerinthus was a native of Judaea, and, after having 
otudied at Alexandria, established himself as a teacher in 
his own coimtry ; but at a later time he removed to Ephesus, 
as being a more favourable scene for the diffusion of his 
opinions.* St. John, who had been confronted with the 
father of heresy in the earliest days of the Gospel, was 
reserved for a contest with Cerinthus in the church over 
which he had long presided ; both in his Gospel and in 
his Epistles a reference to the errors of this heresiarch 
appears to be strongly marked.^ 

Unlike his predecessors, Cerinthus was content to be 
a teacher, without claiming for himself any place in his 
scheme. This was a link between the opposite systems 
of Judaism and Gnosticism, and would seem to have been 
in itself inconsistent, although we have no means of judg- 
ing how the inventor attempted to reconcile its elements.^ 

e Apol. I 26. I Theodoret. Haer. u. 3 ; TiUem. ii. 

f Contr. Gels. i. 57 ; vi. 11. 54. See Stanley on the Apostolic Age, 

ff See Just. Mart. Apol. i. 36 ; Iren. ed. i, p. 2x4. 

I. xxiii. 5 ; Epiphan. Haer. xxii. k Wateriand, iil 539. See above 

h ii. 15. See Clem. Alex. Strom. p. 9. 

iil 4, p. 522 : Epiph. Haer. xxv. 1 Matter, I 398 ; Domer, i. 314. 
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He taught that the world was made by an angel, remote 
from the supreme God, limited in capacity and in know- 
ledge, ignorant of the Supreme, and yet unconsciously 
serving him. To this angel, and others of the same order, 
Cerinthus referred the' Law and the Prophets ; the Old 
Testament, therefore, was pot in the Cerinthian system 
regarded as evil, but as imperfect and subordinate. The 
nature of the Demiurge fixed a level above which the 
mass of the Jewish people could not rise ; but the elect 
among them had attained to a higher knowledge."* Jesus 
was represented as a real man, bom in the usual way of 
Joseph and Mary, and chosen by God to be the Messiah 
on account of his eminent righteousness ; the aeon Christ 
descended on him at his baptism, revealing the Most 
High to him, and enduing him with the power of miracles, 
to be exercised for the confirmation of his doctrine. The 
Demiurge, jealous of finding his power thus invaded, 
stirred up the Jewish rulers to persecute Jesus ; but 
before the crucifixion the seon Christ returned to the ple- 
roma. By some it is said that Cerinthus admitted the 
resurrection of Jesus ; by others, that he expected it to 
take place at the commencement of the millennium, when 
the human body was to be reunited with the Christ from 
heaven."* As it appears certain that Cerinthus allowed 
the resurrection of the body, he cannot have shared in 
the Gnostic views as to the inherently evil nature of 
matter.® 

Although Christ had revealed the true spiritual Judaism, 
it was said that the outward preparatory system was to 
be retained in part during the present imperfect state of 
things ; Cerinthus, therefore, required the observance of 

™ Iren. I. xxvi. i ; Mosh. Inst. Maj. xxviiL x : Theodoret. Haer. ii. 3 ; Bur^ 

446-7, 456; Matter, i. 399; Neand. ii. ton, 6. L. 176, 488 ; Dorner, i. 315-6. 

44. ^ Mosh. Inst. Maj. 446, 556. 

^ Iren. I. xxvi. z; Epiph. Haer. 
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such Jewish usages as Jesus had sanctioned by Himself 
submitting to them. The only part of the New Testa- 
ment which he received w^s a mutilated Gospel of St. 
Matthew.P 

The doctrine of an earthly reign of Christ with his saints 
for a thousand years has been. referred to Cerinthus as its 
author ; and it has been said that his conceptions of the 
millennial happiness were grossly sensual. These asser- 
tions, however (which rest on the authority of Caius, a 
Roman presbyter, who wrote about the year 210^), have 
been much questioned. It seems clear that the millenn- 
arian opinions which soon after prevailed in the church 
were not derived from Cerinthus, and that it was a con- 
troversial artifice to throw odium on them by tracing them 
to so discreditable a source."^ Nor, even if the morality 
of Cerinthus were as bad as his opponents represent it, 
can we well suppose him to have connected the notion of 
licentious indulgence with a state of bliss which was to 
have Christ for its sovereign.* 

III. While the Gnostics, imbued with the ideas of 
vastness and complexity which are characteristic of oriental 
religions, looked down on Christianity as too simple,^ it 
had also to contend with enemies of an opposite kind. 
We very early find traces of a Judaizing tendency ; and 
although the middle course adopted by the council of 
Jerusalem, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit," was 
calculated to allay the differences which had arisen as to 
the obligation of the Mosaic law on those who had em- 
braced the faith of Christ, oppositions on the side of 

P £pipli. xxviu. 5 ; Mosh. Inst. Maj. ' Mosh. Inst. Maj. 457 ; De Rebus 

454-5 ; Neand. iL 46. Chr. 721-3 ; Maitland, ' Eruvin,' ed. 3, 

4 Ap. Euseb. ii. 28. See Heinich- pp. 163-9. 

en's note, and Burton, B. L. n. 76. Dr. ^ Schrockh, u. 3x0. 

ligbtfoot resolves Caius into Hippoly- * Neand. ii. 46. 

tus. Sec below, ch. V. " Acts xv. 
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Book I. 



Judaism often recur in the books of the New Testa- 
ment 

This Judaism at length issued in the formation of 
distinct sects. The name of Nazarenes, which had origi- 
nally been applied to all Christians, became appropriated 
to the party which maintained that the law was binding 
on Christians of Jewish race, but did not wish to enforce 
it on Gentiles ; while those who insisted on its obligation 
as universal were styled Ebionites. The Nazarenes are 
generally supposed to have been orthodox,* and to have 
been acknowledged as such by the church ; the Ebionites 
were unquestionably heretical. 

The name of the latter party has been variously derived 
— from that of a supposed founder, and from a Hebrew 
word which signifies poory The existence of Ebion is 
now generally disbelieved ; but there remains the question 
how the title of poor came to be attached to the sect, — 
whether it was given by opponents, with a reference to 
the meagreness and beggarly character of their doctrines ;* 
or whether it was assumed by themselves, as significant of 
their voluntary poverty, and with an allusion to the beati- 
tude of the " poor in spirit." * The formation of the sect, 



^ In their origin, at least, although 
they did not keep pace with the church's 
later investigations and definitions as to 
doctrine. They lasted until the fifth 
century. Domer, i. 306-9. See Walch, 
i. 108-9 ; Matter, iii. 12-13. 

y Origen gives the Hebrew deriva- 
tion (De Princip. iv. as ; C. Gels. ii. i). 
Tertullian is the earliest writer who 
speaks of Ebion as a person (De Praescr. 
33). See, for authorities on both sides, 
Burton, B. L. note 80. In other cases 
of the same kind we find a like contest 
between what maybe called the per- 
sonal and the etymological views : e.g. 
as to Thebuthis, and as to the origin of 
the Nicolaitans and the Elxaites. It is 
easy to understand that a name given 
to a sect on account of its significance 



may have been afterwards erroneously 
derived from the supposed name of an 
imaginary founder. But, on the other 
hand, as names were generally signifi- 
cant, it would seldom happen that the 
name of a heresiarch could not be some- 
how interpreted as referring to his doc- 
trines. Perhaps we may find it usefiil 
for the determination of such questions 
to ask whether the names are so strik 
ingly appropriate that they would pro- 
bably have been chosen in order to 
characterize the sects. 

' Euseb. iii. 27. 

• Neander, i. 476-7. Gieseler thinks 
that it may have been originally given 
in contempt by the Jews to all Chris- 
tians. I. i. 131. See Uhlhom, in Her- 
zog, iiL 623. 
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as such, is dated by some in the reign of Domitian, or 
earlier.^ By others it is supposed that the separation 
of both Ebionites and Nazarenes from the church took 
place as late as a.d. 136-8, and that it was caused by the 
adoption of Gentile usages in the church of Jerusalem ; « 
while a third view connects the schism of the Ebionites 
with the statement of Hegesippus,*^ that one Thebuthis, 
having been disappointed in aspiring to the bishoprick of 
Jerusalem, began to corrupt the church — a supposition by 
which the origin of Ebionism would be fixed about the 
year 107.® 

In opposition to the Gnostics, the Ebionites held that 
the world was the work of Gk)d himself/ As to the person 
of Christ, although some of them are said to have admitted 
his miraculous birth,« while they denied his Godhead and 
his pre-existence, they for the most part supposed him to 
be a mere man, the offspring of Joseph and Mary, and 
chosen to be the Messiah and Son of God because he 
alone of men had fulfilled the law.^ They believed that 
this high destination was unknown to him, until at his 
baptism it was revealed by Elijah, in the person of 
John the Baptist ;> and that he then received a heavenly ^ 



b miem. u. Z07 ; Schr&ckh, il 

317- 

^ See above, p. ag. Mosh. 326 ; Gib- 
bon, i. 461 ; Neand. L 475-6 ; Schlie- 
mann, 407. 

d Ap. Euseb. iv. 22. 

' This is the opinion of Gieseler, who 
shows (I. i. 130) that the bishop whom 
Thebuthis wislied to succeed was 
more likdy Symeon than James the 
Just. 

f Iren. I. xxvL a. 

^ See Burton, B. L. n. 83. For a 
refutation of the hetopodox writers who 
have attempted to represent Ebionism 
as the characteristic not of a sect but 
of a period (so that, according to their 
view, the first Christians were Ebion- 

VOL. 1. 



itesX see the same note ; also Schlie- 
mann, 369 ; Domer, i. 222, 230, 265, 

342. 

b Hippol. vii. 34. 

i Thus an idea which the Jews of 
the time entertained as to their ex- 
pected Messiah (Just Mart Dial. c. 
Tryph. 8) was transferred to the real 
Saviour. 

k Iren. V. L 3 ; Epiph. Har. xxx. 2. 
In the Gospel of the Ebionites the voice 
from heaven at the Saviour's baptism 
was said to have uttered the words, 
" Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased. .... IhsLVt this day 
begotten thee.** Ellicott on the Apocry- 
phal Gospels, in Cambridge Essays, 
1856, p. z8o' 
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influence, which forsook him again before his cruci- 
fixion.^ 

It would seem that the Ebionites were divided as to 
their view of the Old Testament. Some of them supposed 
Christianity to differ from the law only by the addition of 
certain features ; ™ while the adepts regarded it as a resto- 
ration of the genuine Mosaic system, which they supposed 
to have been corrupted in the Hebrew Scriptures.^ These 
more advanced members of the sect considered Moses to 
be the only true prophet; they rejected, not only the 
later Jewish traditions, but the whole of the Old Testament 
except the Pentateuch ; and even it they did not admit 
as the work of Moses himself, but, by ascribing it to re- 
porters, who were supposed to have wilfully or ignorantly 
corrupted his words, they found a pretext for rejecting 
so much of it as did not fall in with their principles.® Of 
the New Testament they admitted no part, except a 
Hebrew Gospel of St. Matthew, in which the account of 
our Lord's birth was omitted. They relied much on 
apocryphal scriptures, and were especially hostile to St. 
Paul.P 

Although some corruptions of morals are attributed to 
the later Ebionites,*i the practice of the sect in its earlier 
days was undoubtedly strict. Some parties among them 
renounced all property, and abstained not only from 
the flesh of animals, but from their produce, such as eggs 
and milk.' In their worship and polity they affected 
Jewish usages and terms; they practised circumcision 
and ceremonial ablutions; they rigidly observed the 

* Orig. c Cels. V. 6i ; Theodoret. properly so called. 
Haer. u. x. Gieseler supposes that ^ Neand. L 479. 

Origen, in speaking of a difference ^ Schliemann, 377, 498. 

among the Ebionites on this point, in- ® Epiph. xxx. 18 ; Schliem. 514. 

eludes the Nazarenes under the name P Iren. I. xxvi. 2 ; Epiph. xxx. 15-16 ; 

(I. ii X31). Schliemann and others Hieron. in Matt, zii a (PatroL xxvi.). 
understand the distinction to be be- ^ Epiph. xxx. 2« 

tween two classes of the Ebionites ' lb. 15, 17, aa. 
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Jewish Sabbath; they had "s)magogues," "rulers," and 
the like. They celebrated the eucharist with unleavened 
bread," and used only water in the cup.^ Like the Cerm- 
thians, they held the doctrine of an earthly reign of 
Christ, who was to make Jerusalem the seat of his 
power, to subdue all enemies, and to raise the Jewish 
kingdom to a splendour before unknown.^ 

Ebionism continued to exist in Syria and Peraea as 
late as the end of the fourth century." 

IV, Menander, who has been mentioned as the suc- 
cessor of Simon Magus, is said to have been the master 
of two noted heretics, who may .be considered as the 
founders respectively of the Syriaii and of the Alexan- 
drian gnosticism — Satuminus and Basilides.* 

Satuminus, who was bom at Antioch, and there 
established his school,y taught that the su a.d. iio- 
preme God, or ** Unknown Father,'* produced '34- 
a multitude of spiritual beings; that in the lowest gra- 
dation of the spiritual world, close on the borders which 
separate the realm of light from the chaos of matter, 
were seven angels, the rulers of the planets ; and that 
these angels took a portion from the material mass and 
shaped it into a world, the regions of which they divided 
among themselves — the God of the Jews being their 
chief.* A bright shape, let down for a moment from the 
distant soiree of light, and then withdrawn, excited new 
desires ajid projects in them : unable as they were to 
seize andf to fix the dazzling image, they endeavoured to 
frame a*man after its likeness; but their creature was 

^ Iren. I. xxvi. a ; Epiph. zxx. 15, 16, iil 19, seqq. ; Giesel. I. L 132 ; Burton, 

z8, 21. Ch. Hist. ii. ao. 

* Iren. loc. cit ; Burton, B. L. 184 ; * Euseb. iv. 7. SeeOinton, a.d 134. 

Neand. I 481 ; Matter, iii. 19. ^ See Clinton, iL 403. 

" Giesel. I. L 131. For the smaller ' Iren. I. xxiv. s ; Hippol. vii. 28 ; 

varieties — Ebeaites, &c. — see Matter, Epiph. xxiiL z. 
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only able to grovel on the earth like a worm, until the 
Father in pity sent down to it a spark of his own divine 
life.* But in opposition to thf elect race, Satan, the 
lord of Matter, with whom the angels carried on an 
unceasing warfare, produced an . unholy race, and the 
elect, while they sojourn in this world, are exposed to 
assaults from him and from his agents, both human and 
spiritual.^ The Old Testament was in part given by the 
seven angels, especially by the God of the Jews, and in 
part by Satan. <^ In order to deliver the elect from their 
enemies, and also from their subjection to the God of 
the Jews and the other planetary angels, who aimed at 
establishing an independent kingdom, the Father sent 
down the aeon Nous (Mind), or Christ, clothed with a 
phantastic body.** At the consummation of all things, 
according to Satuminus, the bodies of the elect were to 
be resolved into their elements, while the soul was to 
re-enter into the bosom of the unknown Father, from 
whom it had been derived.* 

The precepts of Satuminus were strictly ascetic ; he 
forbade marriage and the propagation of mankind ; ^ but 
it would seem that the more rigid observances were 
required only of the highest grade among his followers.^ 
The sect did not extend beyond Syria, and soon came 
to an end. 

V. Basilides, who became conspicuous about the year 
125,^ is said to have been, like Satuminus, a Syrian; 
but it was at Alexandria that he fixed himself,^ and the 

* Iren. I. xxiv. x ; Hippol. L c. ter, I 337. 

b Iren. I. xxiv. 1-2. On this point ^ Hippol. 1. c ; Epiph. xxiiL 2. 

there is some difference. See Mosh. ^ Mosh. 341 ; Matter, L 346. 

336-8 ; Matter, i. 333, 342 ; GieseL I. i. 1» Giesel. I. i. 185. Clinton (il 403) 

tgi ; Ritter, v. 119. places him in 134. See Harvey, In- 

*^ Iren. I. xxiv. 2 ; Hippol. 1. c. trod, to Irenaeus, xci. 

d Iren. I. c ^ Epiph. xxiiL z : xxiv. x ; Matter. L 

* Iren. I. xxiv. i ; Mosh. 340 ; Mat- 40a. 
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leading character of his system was Eg}'ptian> He 
taught that from the Supreme God were evolved by suc- 
cessive generation seven intelligences (which were, in 
fact, personified attributes) — Understanding, Word, 
Thought, Wisdom, Power, Righteousness, and Peace.^ 
These gave birth to a second order of spirits ; the second 
to a third; and the course of emanations continued 
until there were three hundred and sixty-five orders, 
each consisting of seven spirits, and each with a heaven 
of its own ; while every heaven, with its inhabitants, was 
an inferior antitype of that immediately above it. The 
number of the heavens was expressed in the Greek 
notation by the letters of the word Abraxas or Abrasax 
(A^paaa^)^ which the most approved interpretations 
derive from the Coptic, and explain as meaning ?iew 
word or sacred word. ^ The same name was used also 
to denote the providence which directs the universe — not 
the supreme God as he is in himself (since he is repre- 
sented as "not to be named"), but God in so far as 
he is manifested, or the collective hierarchy of emana- 
tions.® 
The angels of the lowest heaven (which is that which 



^ Hippolytus deduces it from Aris- 
totle (vii. 14), "but afterwards says, cx©- 
Xd(Ta$ KOLrbi r^v AtyvrrroVf Kal irap 

deii, iKafnro^dprjae rotovrovs Kap- 
iroLS (vii. 27, fin.). SxoXdcros seems 
to mean ** having studied," rather than, 
as the editor, Duncker (p. 379), trans- 
lates it, " qui docuit." 

^ Iren. I. xxiv. 3. See Ritter, v. 
125-8. These might have been derived 
eiUier from the seven Amshaspands of 
the Zoroastrian creed (see DoUinger, 
* Heidenth. .u. Judenth.' 360), or from 
the seven Sephiroth of the Clabala. 
But since they are spoken of as forming, 
with the Supreme, the first ogdoad 
(octave), M. Matter thinks that they 



are rather to be traced to the Egyp- 
tian system, in which that term was 
used. 

°* Iren. I. xxiv. 3 ; HippoL vii. 26 ; 
Neand. iL 49. 

° " New word," according to Miinter; 
"sacred word," according to Beller- 
mann. (Matter, i. 415.) See other in- 
terpretations in Beausobre, ii. 53, 
seqq. The word occurred also in 
Egyptian mythology. On the stones 
known as Abraxas gems, see the arti- 
cle Abraxas y by Matter, in Herzog's 
Encyclopaedia. 

° Iren. I. xxiv. 7 ; Matter, i. 412 ; 
Gieseler, I. L 186. Mosheim explains 
it diflferently (347). 



70 BASILIDES. Book I. 

is visible from earth) formed the world ahd its inhabit- 
ants after a pattern shown to them by the aeon Sophia 
or Wisdom.^ The chief angel of this order, who is 
called the Archon, or Ruler, was the God of the Jews, 
while the other regions of the world were divided by lot 
among his brother angels ; ^ and, in consequence of the 
Archon's desire to exalt his own people above the rest 
of mankind, the other angels had stirred up the Gentiles 
to enmity against the Jews/ The Pentateuch was given 
by the Archon : the prophecies came from the other 
angels.* 

Man received from the creative angels a soul which is 
the seat of the senses and of the passions ; and in addi- 
tion to this the supreme God bestowed on him a rational 
and higher soul, which the inferior soul is continually 
endeavouring to weaken.* Although Basilides cannot 
rightly be described as a dualist,** he held that through- 
out all nature there had been an encroachment of evil 
on good, "like rust on steel,"* and that the object of 
the present state was to enable the souls of men (which, 
as they had come from God, could never perish, but 
must return to him) to disengage themselves from the 
entanglements of evil. The knowledge of God had 
become faint among men ; the Archon himself, although 
he had served as an instrument of the Supreme in giving 
the Law, was yet ignorant of its- trtie character — of its 
spiritual significancy and its preparatory office — which 
the spiritual among the Jews had alone been able to 
discem.y In order, then, to enlighten mankind, to deli- 
ver them from the limited system of the Archon, and 

P Clem. Alex. Strom, iv. 13^ p. 603 ; Mosh. 343 ; Matter, il 12. 
Mosh. 350. " Matter, I 407. 

*1 Epiph. xxiv. 2. ^ Qem. Alex. Strom, iv. 12, p. 603 ; 

' Iren. I. xxiv. 4; Ritter, v. 133. 
* Ibid. 7. ^ Neand. ii. 58 ; Ritter, v, 141. 

t Clem. Alex. Strom, il 20, p. 488 ; 
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enable them to rise towards the Supreme, the first-begot- 
ten aeon, Nous or Understanding, descended on Jesus, 
the hoHest of men, at his baptism ; * and by this mani- 
festation the Archon learnt for the first time his own 
real place in the scale of the universe. The later Basili- 
dians represented him as exasperated by the discovery, 
so that he instigated the Jews to persecute Jesus ; but it 
is a question whether the foimder of the sect shared in 
this view,* or whether he supposed the Archon to have 
reverently acquiesced in the knowledge of his inferior 
position.^ 

The doctrine of an atonement was inconsistent with 
the principles of Basilides. He allowed no other justifi- 
cation than that of advancement in sanctification,*^ and 
laid it down that every one suffers for his own sins. 
God, he said, forgives no sins but such as are done 
unwillingly or in ignorance ;<* all other sins must be 
expiated, and, until the expiation be complete, the soul 
must pass, under the guidance of its guardian angels, 
through one body after another, — not only human 
bodies, but also those of the lower creatures.® And thus 
such suffering as cannot be traced to any visible cause is 
to be regarded as the purgation of sin committed in 
some former existence, while the death of the innocent 
may be the punishment of germs of evil which would 
have grown up if life had been continued. On this 
principle Basilides even accounted for the sufferings of 



^ Iren. I. xxiv. 4. The festival of 
Christ's baptism was kept with great 
solemnity by the section Jan. 6. Clem. 
Alex. Strom, i. 21, p. 408 ; GieseL I. L 
186. 

* This is the opinion of the older 
writers, for the most part, and of Mat- 
ter, ii. 8. 

b So Clem. Alex. Strom. uL 8, p. 
449 ; Hippol. viii. 33, 26 ; Neand. 



ii. 63 ; GieseL I. L z86. 

^ Neand. ii. dft. 

d Clem. Alex. Strom, iv. 24. 

® Origen. in Rom. v. i (t. iv. p. 
549) ; Neand, ii. 54, 57 ; Matter, ii. 
3. Thus Basilides explained the 
visiting of sins "to the third and 
fourth generation." Excerpta ex 
Theodoto, 28, ap. Clem. Alex, t ii. 
976. 
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the man Jesus himself;^ and by such theories he in- 
tended to justify the providential government of the 
world, as to which he is reported to have declared that 
he would ** rather say anything than find fault with Pro- 
vidence." ^ 

While the Gnostics in general spoke of faith and 
knowledge as opposites, Basilides taught that faith must 
run through the whole spiritual progress, and that the 
degrees of knowledge increase in proportion as faith be- 
comes fitted to receive them.^ He divided his disciples, 
into several grades; in order to admission among the 
highest adepts, a silence of five years was required.* The 
authorities on which Basilides chiefly relied were some 
prophecies which bore the names of Ham, Parchor, 
Barcobas, and Barcoph, with an esoteric tradition which 
he professed to derive from St. Matthias, and from 
Glaucias, an interpreter of St. Peter.^ He dealt with 
the New Testament in an arbitrary way; he did not 
reject St. Paul, but placed him below St. Peter, and 
declared some of the epistles ascribed to him to be 
spurious. ^ 

This system became more popular than any that had 
preceded it,° and St. Jerome informs us that even in the 
fifth century Basilidianism continued to exist." Ihe 
doctrines of the sect, however, were much corrupted in 
the course of time. The view of Judaism was altered, 
so that the Archon came to be regarded as opposed to 
the supreme God ; and consequently the Gnostic was at 
liberty to trample on all that had proceeded from the 



f Clem. Strom, iy. 12, p. 60 ; Mosh. viL 17, pp. 898, 900 ; Theodoret, Har. 

353-7; Matter, i. 432 ; ii. 9 ; Kaye on I 4. 

Clem. Alex. 266 ; Ritter, v. 131. ' Matter, i. 404. 

S Clem, loc cit. m Matter, ii. 17 

h Neand. ii. 67-8. n Ep j^xv. 3. He speaks of it .;3 

i Euseb. iv. 7 ; Matter, ii. 18. yjen lately rampant in Spain. 

^ HippoL vii. ao ; Clem. Strom. 
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inferior power, to disregard all the laws of morality.^ 
Instead of the doctrine which Basilides held in common 
with some other sectaries, that the seon who descended 
on Jesus at baptism forsook him before his crucifixion, 
a strange docetic fancy was introduced — that his body 
was phantastical, and that he transferred his own form to 
Simon of Cyrene, who suffered in his stead on the cross, 
while Jesus in the form of Simon stood by and derided 
the executioners. The Gnostic, therefore, was not to 
., confess the crucifixion, but those who should own it 
were still under bondage to the Archon.P The later 
Basilidians made no scruple of eating idol sacrifices, or 
of taking part in heathen rites and festivities ; they 
denied their faith in time of persecution, and mocked at 
martyrdom as a folly, inasmuch as the person for whose 
sake it was borne was, according to their doctrine, 
merely the crucified Simon.<i They were also addicted 
to magic ; he, it was said, who should master the whole 
system, who should know the names and origin of all the 
angels, would become superior, invisible, and incompre- 
hensible to them/ Most of the gems which are found 
inscribed with the mystical Abraxas are supposed to 
have been used by the sect as amulets or talismans, 
although it is certain that some of these symbols were 
purely heathen.* 

/• VI. Of all the Gnostic leaders Valentinus was the 
most eminent for ability ; his system was distinguished 
beyond the rest for its complex and elaborate character, 
and it surpassed them all in popularity. 

° Iren. I. xxiv. 5 ; Mosh. 358 ; NeancL P Iren. I. xxiv. 4. 

iL I Z4 ; Matter, il 21. It is the later ^ Epiph. xxiv. 4 ; Matter, iL 24. 

Basilidianism that Ireneeus describes ; ' Iren. I. xxiv. 6. 

for the earlier system Clement of Alex- ' Mosh. 349, 350 ; Schrockh, ii. 351 ; 

andria is the chief authority. GieseL Matter, iL 421 ; GieseL I. i. x86. 
I. L 186. 
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Valentinus is supposed to have been of Jewish descent, 
but was a native of Egypt, and studied at Alexandria.' 
He appears to have been brought up as a Christian, or 
at least to have professed Christianity in early Ufe ; and 
hence his doctrine, with all its wildness, had a greater 
infusion of scriptural language and ideas than those of 
the older Gnostic teachers." Tertullian asserts that he 
became a heresiarch on being disappointed of a bishop- 
rick ; but it does not appear in what stage of his career 
the disappointment occurred, and the truth of the story 
has been altogether questioned* It was about the year 
140 that he visited Rome, where Irenaeus states that he 
remained from the pontificate of Hyginus to that of 
Anicetus.y At Rome, where the church, in its simple 
and severe orthodoxy, was less tolerant of novelties than 
that from which Valentinus had come,* he was twice 
excommunicated ; and on his final exclusion he retired 
to Cyprus, where he wrought out and published his 
system. His death is supposed to have taken place 
about 160, — ^whether in Cyprus or at Rome is un- 
certain.* 

In his doctrines Valentinus appears to have borrowed 
from the religions of Egypt and of Persia, from the 
Cabala, from Plato, Pythagoras, and the Hesiodic 
theogony.^ He supposed a first principle, self-existent 
and perfect, to whom he gave the name of Bythos {i.e. 
unfathomable depth). This being, who from eternity had 
existed in repose, at length resolved to manifest himself; 
from him and the Ennoia or Conception of his mind, 
who was also named Charts (Grace), or Sige (Silence), 

t Tillem. ii. 257. ■ Matter, iL 46. 

" Mosh. 376. * Tillem. ii. 258-9, 603 ; Mosh. 371, 

» Tert. adv. Valentinianos, 4 ; see * Hippol. vi. 21, seqq., 37; Hooper's 

Mosheim, 372 ; Matter, ii. 38 ; Ritter, (Bishop of Bath and Wells) Works, sd. 

vi. 194. O^ '757. pp. 309, seqq,; Mosh. 375: 

y Iten. III. iv. 3; Clinton, ii. 404. Matter, il 57-8 ; Ritter, vi. 192-3. 
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were produced a pair of aeons, — the male styled Nous 
(Understanding), or Monogenes (Only-begotten); the 
female, AUtheia (Truth). From these, by successive 
generations, emanated two other pairs, — Logos (the 
Word, or Reason) and Zoe (Life) ; Anthropos (Man) and 
Eulesia (the Church). Thus was composed the first 
grade of beings — the ogdoad, or octave.*^ Next, from 
Logos and Zoe were produced five pairs of aeons, — the 
decad; and then, from Anthropos and Ecclesia, six pairs, 
— the dodecad; making up in all the number of thirty.*^ 
In addition to these there was an unwedded aeon, named 
Horos (Boundary), or Stauros (the Cross), the offspring 
of Bythos and Sige, whose office it was to enforce the 
principle of limitation, and keep every existence in its 
proper place.® 

The first-begotten. Nous, alone was capable of 
comprehending the supreme Father. The other aeons 
envied his knowledge, and in proportion to their re- 
moteness from the source was the vehemence of their 
desire to fathom it Sophia (Wisdom), the last of the 
thirty, filled with an uncontrollable eagerness, issued 
forth from the pleroma, with the intention of soaring up 
to the original of her being ; but she was in danger of 
being absorbed into the infinity of his nature, or of bemg 
lost in the boundless void without, when Horos led her 
back to the sphere which she had so rashly forsaken/ 
Nous now, by the providence of B)rthos, produced a new 



« Iren. I. L C£ HippoL vL 29, 3a 
The sex of these beings answers to the 
gender of the Greek name of each. 
Kaye on Tertullian, 484. 

«* Iren. I. i. 

• Ibid. iL a-4 ; iiL 5 ; Hippol. vL 31. 
For this genealogy the Valentinians 
claimed the authority of St Paul's 
words, €/$ Tracras tAj 761'eAj rov 
al(avos TUiv.aldavunf (Eph. iiL 21): and 



wherever the word aXii)V occurred in 
Scripture, or in the Liturgy, they re- 
ferred it to the aeons of their own sys- 
tem. Iren. I. iiL i. 

f Iren. I. iL i, 2 ; Mosh. 379 ; Mat- 
ter, iL 68. I have given in the text 
both the interpretations which have 
been proposed for di'aXeXt^o'dai c/s 
rijv SKjiv oiaCav, The first is the 
more probable. Sec Harvey in loc. 
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pair of aeons — Christ and the Holy Spirits Christ taught 
the elder aeons that Bythos was incomprehensible — that 
they could only know him through the Only-begotten, 
and that the happiness of every being was to rest 
content with such measure of light as had been allotted 
to it; the Spirit established equality among them, and 
taught them to unite in glorifying the Supreme. Har- 
mony was restored, and all the aeons combined to 
produce Jesus (or Saviour), the flower of the pleroma, 
endowed by each with the most precious gift which he 
could contribute. With him were also produced a host 
of attendant angels.^ 

But while Sophia was on her flight beyond the 
pleroma, her longings had, without the co-operation of 
her partner Theletos (Will), given birth to an abortive, 
shapeless, and imperfect being called by the name of 
Achamoth'} This being remained shut out from the 
pleroma, and in utter darkness \ when Christ, taking 
pity on her, bestowed on her a form, and showed her a 
momentary glimpse of the telestial brightness.^ Acha- 
moth endeavoured to approach the light, but was 
repelled by Horos.^ On this she was seized with violent 
agitations ; sometimes she smiled at the remembrance of 
the glorious vision ; sometimes she wept at her exclusion. 
Her emotions acted on the inert and formless mass of 
matter ; "* from her turning towards the source of light 

Achamoth is also called kP06firjaLSf and 
is distinguished from her mother as 
the nether wisdom {^ Karu (ro<pLa), 
Giesel. I. i. i88 ; Matter, ii. 72. 

k Mosh. 380 ; Iren. I. ii. 3 ; Tenull. 
adv. Valent. 13. 

^ TertuU. 14. 

™ Mosh. 381-2 ; Matter, ii. 74. Mat- 
ter is in this system represented not as 
actively evil, but as inert and negative 
— Kivwfia {void), as opposed to ttX^- 
p<aiw. {fulness). Matter,, il 84-6. 



^ Iren. I. ii. 5, These are generally 
described as a pair. See Matter, ii, 70. 
But Mosheim (p. 374) supposes them to 
have been single and independent, like 
Horos. 

b Iren. 1. ii. 5, 6; Teitull. adv. ValenL 
12 ; Hippol. vi. 32. Irenaeus compares 
the account of the Valentinian Jesus 
to the heathen fable of Pandora. II. 
jdv. 5. 

» I.e. Wisdom, from niOSnn. The 

ISTT 

name was borrowed from the Cabala. 
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was produced psychic" existence; from her grief at 
being left in darkness and vacuity, from her fear lest life 
should be withdrawn from her, as the light had been, 
was produced material existence. Among the material 
productions were Satan and his angels ; among the 
psychic was the Demiurge. Achamoth turns in suppli- 
cation to the Christ, who sends down to her the aeon 
Jesus, attended by his angels, and equipped with the 
power of the whole pleroma. Jesus enlightens her and 
calms her agitation; from the brightness of his angels 
she conceives, and gives birth to pneumatic or spiritual 
existence.® The Demiurge sets to work on the surround- 
ing chaos, separates the psychic from the material 
elements, and out of the former builds seven heavens, of 
which the highest is his own sphere, while each of the 
others is committed to a superintendent angel. He then 
makes man, bestowing on him a psychic soul and body ; 
but Achamoth, without the knowledge of the Demiurge, 
implants in the new creature a spark of spiritual nature ; 
and the creator and his angels stand amazed on dis- 
covering that their workmanship has in it the element of 
something higher than themselves. 

The Demiurge becomes jealous of man. He places 
him under a narrow and oppressive law ; and, when man 
breaks this, he thrusts him down from the third heaven, 
or paradise, to earth, and envelopes his psychic body 
in a " coat of skin " — a fleshly prison, subjecting the 
man to the bonds of matter (for thus Valentinus 
explained Genesis iiL 21). All this, however, hap- 
pened through the providence of the Supreme, whose 
design it was that, by entering into the world of matter, 



" This word is usually Ladnized by not always, be rendered vital, 

animale ; but the Enj^lish animal diOts ^ Iren. I. iv. ; TerhiU. adv. Valen. 

not answer to it. It relates to the prin- 92. Cf. Hippol. vi. 32. 
dple of life, and may sometimes, but 
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the spiritual element should become the means of its 
destniction.P 

The Demiurge knew of nothing superior to himself ; he 
had acted as the instrument of Bythos, but unconsciously, 
and, supposing himself to be the original of the universe, 
he instructed the Jewish prophets to proclaim him as the 
only God. In the writings of the prophets, accordingly, 
Valentinus professed to distinguish between the things 
which they had uttered by the inspiration of the limited 
Demiurge, and those which, without being themselves 
aware of it, they had derived from a higher source.^ The 
Demiurge taught the prophets to promise a Messiah ac- 
cording to his own conceptions ; he framed this Messiah 
of a psychic soul with a psychip and immaterial body, 
capable of performing human actions, yet exempt from 
human feelings ; and to these elements, without the know- 
ledge of his maker, was added a pneumatic soul from the 
world above. This "nether Christ" was bom of the 
Virgin Mary — ^passing through her ** as water through a 
tube," without taking anything of her substance; he ate and 
drank, but derived no nourishment from his earthly food.' 
For thirty years — a period which had reference to the 
number of inhabitants in the pleroma *' — ^he lived as a 
pattern of ascetic righteousness, until at his baptism the 
aeon Jesus descended on him, with the design of fulfilling 
the most exalted meaning of prophecy, which the Demi- 
urge had not understood ; and then the Demiurge became 
aware of the higher spiritual world,' and gladly yielded 

P Cassxan. ap. Clem. Alex. Strom. ' Iren. I. vi. i ; Valent. ap. Clem, 

iii. 14 ; Exc. ex Theodoto, 55, ap. Alex. Strom. iiL 7, p. 538. Hippolytus 

Clem. Alex. t. ii. p. 982 ; Neand. ii, says that while the Valentinians of 

82-3 ; Matter, iL 8z ; Ros^ell, in Bun- Italy supposed Christ's body to be 

sen's Hippolytus, i. X52. Irenaeus psychic, those of the east believed it to 

seems to suppose that man's body was be pneumatic, vi. 36. 

represented as ortgmally material. ^ Iren. I. i. 3. 

I. V. * Matter, ii. 87-90 ; Neand. ii. 88, 

^ Iren. I. v. 4; vii. 3. 
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himself as an instrument for the aavancement of the 
Messiah's kingdom." 

Valentinus divided men into three classes, represented 
by Cain, Abel, and Seth respectively — the material, who 
could not attain to knowledge, or be saved ; the spiritual, 
who could not be lost ; and the psychic, who might be 
saved or lost, according to their works.* Heathenism 
was said to be material, Judaism and the Christianity of 
the church to be psychic, and Gnosticism to be spiritual ; y 
but it was not denied that individuals might be either 
above or below the level of the systems which they pro- 
fessed. Among the Jews, in particular, Valentinus held 
that there had always been a class of lofty spiritual 
natures, which rose above the limits of the old dis- 
pensation. The Demiurge had discerned the superior 
virtue of these, and had rewarded them by making 
them prophets and kings, while he ignorantly ima- 
gined that their goodness was derived from him- 
self.' 

The pure truth was for the first time revealed to man- 
kind by the coming of Christ. To the spiritual his mis- 
sion was for the purpose of enlightenment ; their nature 
is akin to the pleroma, and they are to enter into it 
through knowledge, which unites them with Christ. But 
for the psychic a different redemption was necessary ; and 
this was wrought out by the suflfering of the psychic Mes- 
siah, who before his crucifixion was abandoned, not only 
by the aeon Jesus, but by his own spiritual soul.* Valen- 
tinus, therefore, differed from Basilides. and others by 
allowing a kind of atonement ; but his doctrine on this 
point was very unlike that of the church, inasmuch as he 



" Iren. I. vii. 2-4. * lb. -wS. 2 ; Mosh. 387 ; Neand. ii. 

* Iren. I. vi. i ; vil 5 ; Excerpta ex 85 ; Matter, iL 83-6. 

Iheodoto, 54 : Epiph. xxzL 7. ^ Iren. I. vil 9 ; Mosh. 386 ; Matter 

y Iren. I. vi 2-4. il 83. 
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did not truly acknowledge either the divinity or the 
humanity of the Saviour.^ 

Christ, it was held, enters into connexion with all 
natures, in order that each may rise to a bliss suitable to 
its capacity. At baptism the psychic class obtaiii the 
forgiveness of their sins, with knowledge and power to 
master the material elements which cleave to them ; while 
the spiritual are set free from the dominion of the Demi- 
urge, are incorporated into the pleroma, and each enters 
into fellowship with a corresponding angelic being in the 
world above. ^ The courses of the two classes were to be 
throughout distinct. For the psychics, faith was neces- 
sary, and, in order to produce it, miracles were requisite ; 
but the spiritual were above the need of such assistances : 
they were to be saved, not by faith but by knowledge — a 
doctrine which among the later Valentinians became the 
warrant for all manner of licentiousness.^^ The literal 
sense of Scripture was for the psychics, who were unable 
to penetrate beyond it ; but the spiritual were admitted 
to the understanding of a higher meaning — " the wisdom 
of the perfect." « 

At the final consummation, when the spiritual shall all 
have been perfected in knowledge — ^when all the seeds 
of divine life among mankind shall have been delivered 
from the bondage of matter — ^Achamoth, whose place is 
now in a middle region, between the pleroma and the 
highest heaven of the Demiurge,^ will enter into the ple- 
roma, and be imited with the heavenly bridegroom Jesus. 
The matured spiritual natures, shaking oft all that is 
lower, and restoring their psychic souls to the Demiurge 
who gave them, will follow into the pleroma — each to be 

b Matter, ii. 99 ; Neand. ii. 86-7. d Iren. I. vi. 3. 

^ Heracleon, ap. Orig^. in Joann. * Tillem. iL a6i ; Neand. ii. 93-4 ; 

t. xiii. xz ; Tillem. ii. a6x ; Neand. Matter, ii. 83 ; Giesel. I. i. z88. 

ii. 9a. f Iren. I. v. 4. 
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united with its angelic partner. The Demiurge will rise 
from his own heaven to the middle region, where he i^ill 
reign over the psychic righteous. Then the fire which is 
now latent in the frame of the world will burst forth, and 
will annihilate all that is material. » 

The Valentinian system was plausible in the eyes of 
Christians, inasmuch as it not only used a language which 
was in great part scriptural, but professed to receive all 
the books of Scripture, while it was able to set their 
meaning aside by the most violent misinterpretations.*' 
The Gospel of St. John was regarded by the sect as the 
highest in authority ; but the key to the true doctrine was 
said to be derived by secret tradition from St. Matthias, 
and from one Theodas, who was described as a disciple 
of St. Paul.* The initiation into the mysteries of the sect 
was gradual ; Irenseus tells us that they were disclosed to 
such persons only as would pay largely, and Tertullian 
describes with sarcastic humour the manner in which the 
sectaries baffled the curiosity of any who attempted to 
penetrate beyond the degree of knowledge with which 
it was considered that they might safely be entrusted."^ 
After the death of their founder the Valentinians under- 
went the usual processes of division and corruption ; 
Epiphanius states that there were as many as ten varieties 
of them.^ A remnant of the sect survived in the begin- 
ning of the fifth century.™ 

VII. While the system of Valentinus was the most 



« lb. I. vii. x-s ; Exc ex Theod. 65 ; 
TertuU. adv. Valent. 32 ; Neand. ii. 

90-5- 

•» Iren. I. iii. 2. " Ncque enim si 

Valentinus integro instrumento uti 
videtur, non callidiore ingenio, quam 
Marcion, manus intulit veritati. Mar- 
don enim exerte et palam machaera, 
non stylo, usus est ; quoniam ad ma- 
teriam suam caedem scripturarum con- 

VOL. I. 



fecit. Valentinus autem pepercit ; quia 
non ad materiam scripturas, sed ma- 
teriam ad scripturas, excogitavit. " 
TertuU. de Praescr. 38. 

* Clem. Alex. Strom, vii. 17, pp. 898, 
900 ; Matter, ii. 46, 98. 

^ Iren. I. iv. 2 ; Tert. adv. Valent. i. 

' Iren. I. xi. ; Tertull. 4, 33, seqq. : 
Epiph. xxxi. X. 

"" Matter, ii. 126. 
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imaginative form of Gnosticism, that of his contemporary 
Marcion was the most prosaic and practical ; and whereas 
in the other systems knowledge was all in all, the tendency 
of Marcionism was mainly religious.'^ The chief prin- 
ciple which its author had in common with other Gnostics 
was the idea of an opposition between Christianity and 
Judaism ; and this he carried to an extreme.® 

Marcion was bom at Sinope,P on the Euxine, about the 
beginning of the second century. His father was event- 
ually bishop of that city ; and there is no apparent reason 
for doubting that Marcion himself was trained as a Chris- 
tian from infancy.*! He rose to be a presbyter in the 
church of Sinope, and professed an ascetic life until 
(according to a very doubtful story, which rests on the 
authority of Epiphanius) he was excommunicated by his 
father for the seduction of a virgin.' After having sought 



k. 



" Dorner, i. 354. 

° Neander, ii. 130. 

P Tertullian, in attacking him, does 
not forget another celebrated native of 
Sinope : " Ilia canicula Diogenes homi- 
nem invenire cupiebat, lucemam me- 
ridie circumferens : Marcion Deum 
quern invenerat, extincto lumine fidei 
suae amisit." Adv. Marc. i. 1. 

** Tert. adv. Marc. i. x. Matter (ii. 
226) however suggests that possibly 
the father's conversion may have been 
later. Tertullian styles Marcion nau- 
clerus, and often uses nautical and 
mercantile figures in speaking of him 
(e.g. V. i). This may mean that in 
early years the heresiarch had led a 
seafaring life ; but it is more likely only 
an allusion to his Pontic birth. See 
Cave, Hist. Lit L 54 ; Tillem. ii. 277 ; 
Beausobre, ii. 70 ; Kaye on Tertullian, 
450. 

' Epiph. xliL 1. The silence of Ire- 
nseus and other early writers — espe- 
cially that of so fierce an adversary as 
Tertullian (for c. 51 of 'De Pratscr. 
Haeret./ in which the story is told, is 



part of a spurious addition to the trea- 
tise) — is a strong negative disproof of 
this. (See Beausobre, ii. 77 ; Evans, i, 
97 ; Neand. ii. 136 ; Bunsen, i. 163) ; 
but M. Matter believes it (ii. 226). 
Mosheim (402-3), following a hint of 
Beausobre (iL 82), supposes Epiphanius 
to have misunderstood some figurative 
account in which Marcion's heresy 
was described as a defilement of the 
church's virgin purity ; and this is coun- 
tenanced by such language as that of 
Tertullian against heretics in general 
— " Quid ergo dicent, qui illam stupra- 
verint adulterio haeretico virginem tra- 
ditam a Christo?" (De Praescr. 44.) 
Marcion is a favourite with Neander, 
and still more so with Baron Bunsen, 
who decrees (without any apparent 
ground) that he is the author of the 
* Epistle to Diognetus,' an anonymous 
piece, ascribed by some to Justin 
Martyr. (Analecta Antenicaena, i. 
103.) Against both these suppositions 
as to the authorship, see Donaldson, 
ii. 138, scqq. 
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in vain to be restored, he left Asia, and arrived at Rome 
while the see was vacant through the death of 
Hyginus. He applied for admission into the * ' 
communion of the Roman church, but was told by the 
presbyters that the principle of unity in faith and disci- 
pline forbade it unless with the consent of the bishop by 
whom he had been excommunicated.* Before leaving 
his own country Marcion had become notorious for pecu- 
liar opinions, which indeed were probably the real cause 
of his excommunication ; and he began to vent these at 
Rome by asking the presbyters to explain our Lord's de- 
claration that old bottles are unfit to receive new wine. 
He disputed the correctness of their answer ; and, although 
his own interpretation of the words is not reported, it 
would seem, from what is known of his doctrines, that he 
supposed the " old bottles '' to mean the Law, and the 
" new wine " to be the Gospel.^ 

Having failed in his attempts to gain readmittance 
into the church, Marcion attached himself to Cerdon, a 
Syrian, who had for some years sojourned at Rome, 
alternately making proselytes in secret, and seeking 
reconciliation with the church by a profession of peni- 
tence." The fame of the master was soon lost in that 
of the disciple, so that it is impossible to distinguish 
their respective shares in the formation of their system. "^ 
Marcion is said to have travelled in Egypt and the East 
for the purpose of spreading his heresy, and is supposed 
to have died at Rome in the episcopate of Eleutheriusy 

* Epiphan. xlii. 2. Comp. Canon. " Iren. I. xxvii. i ; III. !▼. 3 ; Epiph. 
Apost. 32. Beausobre (ii. 76) notices xli. 

the inconsistency of this with later * Neand. ii. 138 ; Matter, ii. 

Roman claims. See too Nat. Alex. v. 294. 

89, seqq. ^ See Tillera. ii. 278. Mr. Clinton 

* Epiph. L c. ; Mosh. 403 ; Neand. infers from Clem. Alex. Strom, iv. p. 
ii. 136-7 ; Matter, ii. 232. Compare 500 B, that he was alive at the date of 
the Manichaean Faustus, in Augustia that work, a.d. 194. 

c. Faust. 1. XV. 
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{i.e, between 177 and 190). Tertullian states that he had 
been repeatedly excluded from the church ; that on the 
last occasion the bishop of Rome restored to him a large 
sum of money which he had offered **in the first ardour 
of his faith " ; * that he obtained a promise of being once 
more received into communion, on condition of bringing 
back those whom he had perverted ; but that death over- 
took him before he could fulfil the task.* 

Unlike the other Gnostics, Marcion professed to be 
purely Christian in his doctrines ; he borrowed nothing 
from Greece, Egypt, or Persia, and acknowledged no 
other source of truth but the Holy Scriptures.^ He was 
an enemy to allegorical interpretation ; while he rejected 
the tradition of the church, he did not pretend to have 
any secret tradition of his own ; and he denied the oppo- 
sition between faith and knowledge.*^ But with Scripture 
itself he dealt very violently. He rejected the whole Old 
Testament ; of the New, he acknowledged only the 
Gospel of St. Luke and ten of St. Paul's Epistles, and 
from these he expunged all that disagreed with his own 
theories.^ He did not question the authorship of the 
other books, but supposed that the writers were them- 
selves blinded by Judaism, and, moreover, that their 

works had been corrupted in the course of time.® 

• 

■ Adv. Marcion. iv. 4 ; Dc Praescr. founder may have been led to regret 

Haer. 30. Neander supposes this gift his schism as hurtful to the practical 

to have been made in Asia, and on the interests of Christianity (F. i. 195). 

occasion of Marcion's conversion (ii. Tillemont supposes that the story has 

133). But the scene is commonly laid been transferred by mistake from Cer- 

at Rome ; and we have seen that he was don to Marcion. ii. 274, 609. 
most likely brought up as a Christian. b Hippglytus, however, makes out a 

Neander (ii. 139), and Baron Bun- likeness to Empedocles. vii. 29-31. 
sen (i. 169), who are unwilling to admit ^ Matter, ii. 234 ; Neand. ii. X31-2. 

anything to the discredit of Marcion, * Iren, I. xxvii. 2 ; Tert adv. Marc, 

deny the truth of this altogether. iv. 2, seqq. ; Matter, ii. 236, 257-260 ; 

Gieseler quotes a passage from the Neand. ii. 149 ; Kaye on Tertullian, 

Marcionite Apelles (ap. Euseb. v. 13), 469' 

which proves that the sect attached * Tert. adv. Marc. iv. 3 ; Matter, il 

little importance to doctrines, and 234. 
therefore thinks it probable that the 
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Marcion held the existence of three principles — the 
supreme God, perfectly good ; the devil, or lord of 
matter, eternal and evil ; and between these the Demi- 
urge, a being of limited power and knowledge, whose 
chief characteristic was a justice unmixed with love or 
mercy. It is not certain whether the Demiurge was 
supposed to be an independent existence, or (as in most 
gnostic systems) an emanation from the supreme God ; 
but the latter opinion is the more probable.' It was 
taught that the creation of the Supreme was immaterial 
and invisible ; that the Demiurge formed this world and 
its inhabitants out of substance which he had taken from 
the material chaos without the consent or knowledge of 
its ruler. The soul of man was not (as in other systems) 
supposed to be implanted by the supreme God, but to be 
the work of the Demiurge, and of a quality corresponding 
to the limited nature of its author ; it had no power to 
withstand the attacks of the material principle, which was 
represented as always striving to reclaim the portion 
abstracted from its own domain. Man fell through dis- 
obedience to the laws of the Demiurge, and his original 
nature was changed for the worse.*^ The Demiurge 
chose for himself one nation — the Jews ; to these he 
gave a law which was not in itself evil, but was fitted 
only for lower natures, being imperfect in its morality, 
and destitute of inward spirit. His system was rigor- 
ously just ; the disobedient he made over to torments, 
while he rewarded the righteous with rest in " Abraham's 
bosom." ^ 

The Demiurge promised a Messiah, his son, and of a 
nature like his own, who was to come, not for the pur- 
pose of mediation and forgiveness, but in order to destroy 

f See Iren. I. xxni. a ; Clem. Alex. 260-a ; Giesel. I. i. 193. 

Strom, iil 3, p. 515 ; Origen, de Prin- «f Tert. adv. Marc. i. 22. 

cip. ii. 5 ; Epiph. xlu. 3 ; Augustin. de ^ lb. iii. 24 ; Mosh. 404-5 ; Neand. 

Haeres. 23 ; Neand. iL 141 ; Matter, ii. ii. 142-3. 
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heathenism and to establish the empire of the Jews. But 
the supreme God, in pity for mankind, of whom the vast 
majority, without any fault of their own, were excluded 
from all knowledge of the Demiurge, and were liable to 
his condemnation, resolved to send down a higher Mes- 
siah, his own son. The world had not been prepared 
for this by any previous revelations ; for no such prepara- 
tion was necessary, as the Messiah's works were of 
themselves sufficient evidence of his mission. He ap- 
peared suddenly in the synagogue of Capernaum, "in 
the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar ; " but in order to 
obtain a hearing from the Jews, he accommodated him- 
self to their notions, and professed to be that Messiah 
whom the Demiurge's prophets had taught them to 
expect* Then, for the first time, the true God was 
revealed, and forgiveness of sins was bestowed on men, 
with endowments of knowledge and strength which might 
enable them to overcome the enmity of matter.^ 

The Demiurge, ignorant of the Messiah's real nature, 
but jealous of a power superior to his own, stirred up the 
Jews against him ; the God of matter urged on the 
Gentiles to join in the persecution, and the Saviour was 
crucified. Yet, according to Marcion's view, his body 
could not really suffer, inasmuch as it was spiritual and 
ethereal ; his submission to the cross was meant to teach 
that the sufferings of the worthless body are not to be 
avoided as evils. ^* 

Marcion admitted the Saviour's descent into hell, and 
with this doctrine was connected one of his strangest 
fancies — that the heathens, and the reprobates of the Old 

i Tertull. adv. Marc. iii. 15 ; iv. 2, 3, not be material, since matter is evil ; 

6, 7 ; Matter, ii. 246, 267-270. but neither was it, as some Gnostics 

k Mosh. 407; Neand. ii. 144-5. held, a mere phantom; it was a real 

* Mosh. 407-9 ; Neand. ii. 145-6 ; body, although invisible, and it was 

Matter, ii. 279. Marcion's view as to clothed with a phantastic outward 

our Lord's body was peculiar. It could form. 
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Testament (such as Cain, Esau, and the men of Sodom), 
suffering from the vengeance of the Demiurge, gladly 
hailed the offer of salvation, and were delivered ; while 
tke Old Testament saints, being satisfied with the happi- 
ness of Abraham's bosom, and suspecting the Saviour's 
call as a temptation, refused to listen to him, and were 
left as before."* This, however, was not to be their fmal 
condition. The Demiurge's Messiah was after all to 
come ; he was to gather the dispersed of Israel out of all 
lands, to establish an universal empire of the Jews, and 
to bless the adherents of his father with an earthly happi- 
ness ; while such of the heathen and of the disobedient 
as had not been exempted from his power by laying 
hold on the higher salvation were to be consigned to 
torments. For the people of the supreme God, it was 
taught that the soul will be released from the flesh, and 
Anil rise to dwell with him in a spiritual body." 

The fundamental difficulty with Marcion was the sup- 
posed impossibility of reconciling love with punitive 
justice; hence his distinction between the supreme God, 
all love, and the Demiurge, all severity. In order to 
carry out this view he wrote a book called Antitheses,^ 
in which, with the intention of showing an essential 
difference between the Old and New Testament, he in- 
sisted on all such principles and narratives in the older 
Scriptures as appeared to be inconsistent with the cha- 
racter of love, and made the most of all the instances in 
which our Lord had (as Marcion supposed) declared 
himself against the Jewish system.? 

Marcion is described as a man of grave disposition and 

*" Iren. I. xxvii. 3 ; Epiph. xlii. 4. ii. 267, 283. Marcion denied the re- 

This bears some likeness to the Cain- surrection of the body. Tert. i. 24. 

ite doctrine (sup. p. 55), Jiiit rests on a ^ TertuU. adv. Marc. i. 19. 

different ground. P Tertullian (Books ii.-v.) and Epi- 

■ TertuU. adv. Marc. i. 28 ; iii 24 ; phanius (xlii. ii) discuss these points 

Epiph. xlii. 4 ; Neand. ii. 147 ; Matter, at great length 
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manners. <i The character of his sect was ascetic; he 
allowed no animal food except fish ; he forbade' mar- 
riage, and required a profession of continence as a con- 
dition of baptism/ Baptism, however, might be deferred ; 
the catechumens were (contrary to the practice of the 
church) admitted to witness the celebration of the highest 
mysteries ; ^ and if a person died in the state of a cate- 
chumen, there was a vicarious baptism for the dead.* It 
is said that Marcion allowed baptism to be administered 
thrice, in the belief that at each repetition the sins com- 
mitted since the preceding baptism were remitted ; that 
he celebrated the eucharist with water ; and that, as 
a mark of opposition to Judaism, he enjoined the 
observance of the seventh day of the week (or Sabbath) 
as a fast." 

The bold rejection of all Jewish and heathen elements, 
the arbitrary treatment of Holy Scripture, and the appa- 
rent severity of the sect, drew many converts.* Marcion 
affected to address his followers as "companions in 
hatred and tribulation ; " y they rather courted than 
shunned persecution ; many of them suffered with great 
constancy for the name of Christ, and the sect boasted 
of its martyrs.* Marcionism is described by Epiphanius 
as prevailing widely in his own time (about a.d. 400), 
nor did it become extinct until the sixth centiu*y.* 

Strange and essentially unchristian as Gnosticism was, 
we must yet not overlook the benefits which Christianity 
eventually derived from it. Like other heresies, it did 
good service by engaging the champions of orthodoxy in 

^ Mosh. 401. xl. in I Cor. (p. 507, ed. Field). 

' Clem. Alex. Strom, iii. 3, p. 515 ; " Epiph. xlii. 3. * Matter, il 289. 

TertuU. adv. Marc. i. 29. ^ TertuU. adv. Marc. iv. 9. 

* TertuU. de Praescr. 41 ; Epiph. ■ Tillem. ii. 270. See Bayle, art. 

xlii. 3. MarcioniteSy note E. 

' Matter, ii. 286-8. For this I Cor. * Epiph. xli. i ; Matter, ii. 314. 
XV. 29 was alleged. Chrysost. Horn. 
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the investigation and defence of the doctrines which it 
assailed ; but this was not all. In the various forms of 
Gnosticism, the chief ideas and influences of earlier 
religions and philosophies were brought into contact with 
the Gospel— pressing, as it were, for entrance into the 
Christian system. Thus the church was forced to con- 
sider how much in those older systems was true, and 
how much was false ; and, while steadfastly rejecting the 
falsehood, to' appropriate the truth, to hallow it by a 
combination with the Christian principle, and so to 
rescue all that was precious from the wreck of a world 
which was passing awiy. " It was," says a late writer,*^ 
"through the Gnostics that studies, literature, and art 
were introduced into the church ; " and when Gnosticism 
had accomplished its task of thus influencing the church, 
its various forms either ceased to exist, or lingered only 
as the obsolete creeds of an obscure and diminishing 
remnant.*^ 
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FI^M THE ACCESSION OF COMMODUS TO THE 

OF ELAGABALUS. 

A.D. 180-222. 

Although the writings of the apologists had failed to 
obtain a legal toleration for the church, they were not 
without effect* The cause which could find men of 
ability and learning to advocate it with their pens, took 
by degrees a new position. The old vulgar calumnies 

to Baumgarten-Crusius, 'Dogmen- * Domer, i. 356-7 ; Near'* ii. 157. 

geschichte,' quoted by Domer, i. 357. * Tzschirner, 351. 
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died away : the more enlightened of the heathen began 
to feel that, if their religion were to withstand the Gospel, 
it must be reformed, not only in practice, but in doctrine. 
Hence we find in this period attempts, on the part of 
the philosophers, to claim for their own system some 
truths to which Christianity had first given prominence, 
approximations to the Gospel in various ways, and 
endeavours after a combination of doctrines. 

Of the princes who occupied the imperial throne, some 
reigned but a short time, and have left no traces in the 
history of the church. Commodus, the unworthy son of 
Marcus Aurelius, is said to have been influenced by his 
favourite concubine, Marcia, to spare the Christians, and 
to recall many of them from banishment.^ But although 
this reign was generally a time of repose for the church, 
it produced one remarkable martyrdom-r-that of Apol- 
lonius, a Roman senator who was accused of being a 
Christian by one of his slaves. The informer was put to 
death by having his legs broken; Apollonius, after 
having read a defence of his faith before the senate, was 
beheaded ;^ and the case is celebrated as illustrating the 
supposed condition of the Christians — legally liable to 
the punishment of death for their belief, yet protected 
by a law which appointed the same penalty for their 
accusers. It labours, however, under several difficulties : 
even if the circumstances be admitted as true, there 
remains a question whether the informer was punished 
for molesting a Christian, or for violating the duty of 
slave to master.*^ 

b 6cXlJ(ra(ra i} Map/cfa ifjryov rt, ^ Euseb. v. 21 (who, however, doea 

6.yadbv iaydaaffdat, o^ffa 0tX6- not state that the accuser was the slave 

Oeos vaWaK^ Kofi6dov. Hippol. of Apollonius, although his words 

adv. Haerescs, b. ix. p. 454. Cf. Til- have been so misunderstood) ; Hieron. 

lem. Emp. ii. 481. Sec the epitaph de Viris lUustr. 42. 

of Prosenes, a Christian of the d See Neand. i. 163 ; Giesel. I. i. 

imperial household, in De Rossi, i. 176. 
9-X0 
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Severus, in the beginning of lys reign, favoured the 
church, and shielded its members against the fury of the 
populace — in consequence, it is said, of a cure which he 
himself had experienced from having been anointed 
with oil by a Christian named Proculus Torpacion :« 
he kept his deHverer near him, and allowed some persons 
of rank and authority to profess the Gospel/ But the 
laws were still in an unsatisfactory state ; the treatment 
of the Christians still depended on the will of individual 
governors, and even those governors who were favourably 
disposed found it impossible to protect them when 
accused.^ Before any new edict had appeared, severe 
persecutions were carried oh in various parts of the 
empire. The rescript of Trajan, which forbade inquiry 
to be made after the Christians, was neglected ; the mob 
still called for their blood in the amphitheatres ; many 
were tortured to make them avow their faith ; some were 
burnt; some condemned to the mines or to banishment; 
even the graves of the dead were violated.^ In these 
times a custom of purchasing toleration arose. It was 
sanctioned by many bishops, who alleged the scriptural 
example of Jason ;* and the money was paid, not only 
by way of occasional bribes to accusers or soldiers, but 
as a rent or tax, like that levied on the followers of some 
disreputable callings for license to carry on their 
business.^ The effect was, on the whole, unfavourable 

* Tertull. ad Scapulam, 4. Some 'l^at he had a Christian nurse. Tillem. 

have supposed that Severus was the Emp. iii. xo8. 

governor under whom, in the reign of ^ Mosh. 254. 

Marcus Aurelius, the martyrdoms of ^ Tertull. Apol. 12, 30 ; Baron. 201. 

Lyons took place ; but there is no good 30-3 ; Mosh. 254. The Christians may 

ground for this. *l*o have suffered under the law against 

f " Sed et clarissimas foeminas et clubs (see above, p. 16), which was re- 

clarissimos viros Severus sciens hujus newedby Severus. Ulpian, in Digest, 

sectae esse non modo non Ixsit, verum I. xiL 14 ; Neand. i. 166. 

et populo in nos furentipalam restitit." » Acts xvii. 9 ; Baron. 205. 17. 

(Tert. 1. c.) His son Caracalla is said ^ TertulL de Fug& in Persecutione, 

to have been "brought up on Christian 13. 
milk" (ib.), which probably means 
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to the quiet of the church, as unscrupulous governors 
soon learnt the expedient of putting to death a few of 
the poorer Christians within their jurisdictions, by way of 
alarming the richer brethren and extorting money from 
them.^ The severe Marcionites and the enthusiastic 
Montanists disdained the compromise to which believers 
in general submitted ; they classed together the practice 
of paying for safety, and that of flight in persecution, as 
alike unworthy of their profession." 

In the year 202, Severus issued an edict, forbidding, 
under heavy penalties, that any of his subjects should 
embrace Judaism or Christianity.** Perhaps the ex- 
travagances of Montanism may have contributed to 
provoke this edict,® as well as the cause which is more 
commonly assigned for it — the refusal of the Christians 
to share in the rejoicings which welcomed the emperor's 
triumphant return to Rome.? That refusal was really 
grounded, not on any political disaffection, but on a 
religious objection to the heathen rites and indecencies 
which were mixed with such celebrations;*! for, whatever 
might have been the private feelings of Christians during 
the late contest for the empire, they had abstained from 
taking part with any of the competitors, nor is it re- 
corded that there were any Christians among those 
adherents of Niger and Albinus who suffered from the 
vengeance of Severus.' 

Although the new edict did not expressly forbid 
Christians to exercise their religion, but only to increase 
their numbers by proselytism,^ it had the effect of 



1 Mosh. 453. ° As is suggested by Gieseler, I. i. 

™ Baron. 205. 19 ; Kaye on Tertul- 257. 

lian, 140. " Sicut ftiga redemptio gra- P Baron. 200. 4; Tillem. Hi. u8. 

tuiu est," says TertuUian (De Fug^ « Tertull. Apol. 35. 

c. 12), " itsl redemptio nummaria fuga ' Ibid. ; Neander's Antignosticus, 

est." 53-4 ; Milman, ii. 206. 

" Spartian. Vit Sev. 17. * Mosh. 455. Neandcr points out (I 
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Stimulating their enemies to persecution, which was 
carried on with great severity in Egypt and pro-consular 
Africa, although it does not appear to have extended to 
other provinces.* 

Of the . African martyrs, the most celebrated are 
Perpetua and her companions, whose sufferings are 
related in a narrative partly written by Perpetua herself." 
She was a catechumen, noble and wealthy, of the age of 
twenty-two, married or lately left a widow,* and with an 
infant at her breast. After her arrest she was visited by 
her father, a heathen, who urged her to disavow her faith. 
She asked him whether a vessel which stood near could 
be called by any other than its proper name ; and on his 
answering that it could not, "Neither," said she, "can I 
call myself other than what I am — a Christian." The 
father was violently enraged, and it seemed as if he 
would have done her some bodily harm ; he departed, 
however, and did not return for some days. 

During the interval Perpetua was baptized, with her 
companions Revocatus, Felicitas, Satuminus, and Secun- 
dulus ; the Spirit, she says, moved her to pray at her 
baptism for the power of endurance. They were then 
removed to a place of stricter confinement than that to 
which they had at first been committed ; and Perpetua 
suffered from the heat, the darkness, the crowd, and the 
insults of the soldiers, but most of all from anxiety for 



1 57) that in the operation of the edict a 
great difference may have been made 
between Jews — professors of an ancient 
national religion — and Christians, 
who might all have been considered 
as proselytes. But without some proof 
that it actually was so, we may hesi- 
tate to admit the distinction. It must 
have been known that in very many 
cases Christianity was, although not a 
national or legalized, yet an inherited 
religion ; and, as it had existed at 



Rome hi the days of Nero, it could no 
longer be regarded as a novelty in the 
year 203. 

' Eu.seb. vi. i, 4, 5 : Neand. i. 167 ; 
Milman, ii. 208. 

" Printed in the third volume of 
Migne's Latin Patrologia. The date 
is variously fixed from 203 to 206. 
Tillem. iii. 138. 

* As her husband does not appear 
in the story, it is conjectured that 
he may have been dead. Ibid. 139. 
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her infant Two deacons, by giving money to the 
gaolers, procured leave for the Christians to spend some 
hours of each day in a more open part of the prison. 
There Perpetua's child was brought to her by her mother 
and brother, and after a time she was able to keep him 
wholly with her; whereupon she felt herself relieved 
from all uneasiness, so that, she says, " the prison all at 
once became like a palace to me, and I would rather 
have been there than anywhere else." 

Her brother, a catechumen, now told her that she 
might ventvure to pray for a vision, in the hope of ascer- 
taining how the imprisonment was to end. y She prayed 
accordingly, and saw a ladder of gold, reaching up to 
heaven, and so narrow that only one person at a time 
could ascend its steps. Around it were swords, lances, 
and hooks, ready to pierce and tear the flesh of such as 
should attempt to climb without due caution; while a 
great dragon lay at the foot, endeavouring to deter from 
the ascent. Saturus — an eminent Christian, who after- 
wards surrendered himself, and became the companion 
of the sufferers — was seen as the first to go up the 
ladder, and, on reaching the top, invited Perpetua to 
follow. By the name of Christ she quelled the dragon, 
and when she had put her foot on the first step of the 
ladder, she trod on the monster's head. Above, she 
found herself in a spacious garden, where she saw a 
shepherd, with white hair, milking his ewes, with thou- 
sands of forms in white garments around him. He 
welcomed her, and gave her a morsel of cheese, which 
she received with joined hands and ate, while the white- 
robed company said Amen. At this sound she awoke, 
but a sweet taste still remained in her mouth. The 

y "This," says Dean Milman, "is state of religious enthusiasm : it showed 

the language of Montanism ; but the merely the familiar images of the faith, 

vision is exactly that which might haunt arranging themselves into form." ii. 

the slumbers of the Christian in a high 219. 
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vision was interpreted as a warning that the prisoners 
must no longer have hope in this world. 

Hearing that they were about to be examined, Per- 
petua's father again visited her. Instead of daughter he 
called her lady ; * he kissed her hands, threw himself at 
her feet, and implored her — by the remembrance of his 
long care for her, and of the preference which he had 
shown her above his other children, by the grief of her 
family, by pity for her child, who could not live without 
her — to spare him and all her kindred the sorrow and 
shame which would follow from her persisting in her 
profession. But Perpetua, although she was deeply 
affected by the old man*s agitation, could only reply that 
all was in God's hands. 

On the day of trial, the prisoners were conveyed to 
the forum,* and, as Perpetua was brought forward, her 
father appeared immediately below her, with her infant 
in his arms, beseeching her to have compassion on the 
child. The procurator endeavoured to move her by con- 
sideration for her offspring, and for her parent's grey 
hairs ; but she steadfastly refused to sacrifice. The pro- 
curator then ordered her father (who probably disturbed 
the proceedings by his importunities) to be dislodged 
from the place where he stood and to be beaten with 
rods ; and while this order was carried into effect, 
Perpetua declared that she felt the blows as if they 
had been inflicted on herself. The trial ended in the 
condemnation of the accused to the beasts, but, un- 
daunted by the sentence, they returned to their prison 
rejoicing. 

A few days later, as Perpetua was praying, she found 
herself naming her brother Dinocrates, who had died at 
the age of seven ; and as she had not thought of him, she 

■ "Dominam." Acta, 2. * It b a question whether the scene 

A^as Carthage or Tuburbium. 
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felt this as a Divine intimation that she should pray for 
him. The boy appeared as if coming forth from a dark 
place, — ^pale, dirty, showing in his face the cancer which 
had caused his death, thirsty, but unable to reach some 
water which he wished to drink. His sister persevered 
in prayer for him, and at length was comforted by a 
vision in which the place around him was light, his per- 
son and flesh clean, the sore in his face healed into a 
scar, and the water within his reach. He drank and 
went away as if to play ; ** then," says Perpetua, " I 
understood that he was translated from punishment." *> 

The narrative goes on to relate another visit of the 
agonized father, and visions of triumph by which Per- 
petua was animated for the endurance of her sufferings. 
Saturus also had a vision of the heavenly glory, moulded 
on the representations of the Apocalypse ; and this was 
made the means of conveying some admonitions to the 
bishop, Optatus. 

The martyrs were kept for the birthday of Geta, who 
had been associated by his father as a colleague in the 
empire, and in the mean time Secundulus died in prison. 
Felicitas, a married woman of servile condition, was in 
the eighth month of her pregnancy, and both she and 
her companions feared that her death might be deferred 
on this account. They therefore joined in prayer ; and 



b " This," says Dean Milman, " is 
evidently a kind of purgatory " (ii. 
22i); and the passage is used in ar- 
gument by Romish controversialists. 
Some in early times, assuming that 
Dinocrates was unbaptized, inferred 
that persons so dying might be bene- 
fited by the prayers of the survivors. 
St. Augustine answers (i), That the 
Acts of Perpetua are not canonical ; 
(2), that since they do not describe 
Dinocrates as unbapti2ed, he probably 
had been baptized, ana uls bunermgs 



were on account of apostasy committed 
at his father's instance, or of other sins 
subsequent to baptism. Augustine 
seems to plaee little reliance on the 
authority of the Acts, although Ruin- 
art, in reporting him, mentions only 
the second plea — which, from the 
father's heathenism, and from Per- 
petua's having been only a catechumen 
at the time oj her arrest, seems very 
improbable. Aug. de Anima, i. 10; 
iii. 9 ; Ruin, in Patrol, iii. 38. 
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three days before the festival Felicitas gave birth to a 
child. The cries which she uttered in the panigs of 
travail induced an attendant of the prison to ask her, 
"If you cannot bear this, what will you do when exposed 
to the beasts?" " It is I,'* she answered, "that bear my 
present sufferings ; but then there will be One within me 
to suffer for me, because I too shall suffer for him.*' The 
child was adopted by a Christian woman. 

The gaoler, Pudens, was converted by the behaviour 
of his prisoners. On the eve of their suffering they 
were regaled according to custom with the " free sup- 
per'' — a meal at which condemned persons were allowed 
to behave with all manner of license;* but, instead of 
indulging in the usual disorders, they converted it into 
the likeness of a Christian love-feast. Saturus sternly 
rebuked the people who pressed to look at them: "Mark 
our faces well,'* he said, **that you may know us again 
in the day of judgment.'* 

When led forth into the amphitheatre, the martyrs 
wore a joyful look. According to a custom which seems 
to have been peculiar to Carthage, and derived from 
the times when human sacrifices were offered under its 
old Phoenician religion,*^ the men were required to put 
on scarlet dresses, like the priests of Saturn, and the 
women yellow, like the priestesses of Ceres ; but they 
refused to submit, saying that they suffered in order to 
be exempt from such compliances, and the justice of the 
objection was admitted. Perpetua sang psalms; Saturus 
and others denounced God's vengeance on the procura- 
tor and the crowd. 

The male victims were exposed to lions, bears, and 
leopards; the women were tossed by a furious cow. 
Perpetua appeared as if in a trance, insensible to the 
pain ; on recovering her consciousness, she asked when 

^ Tillem. iii. 153-4. d Neand. i. 172. 
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the beasts would come, and could hardly be convinced 
that that part of her suflferings was over. Instead of 
allowing the victims to be privately despatched, as was 
usual, the spectators demanded that they should be led 
forth to death; they bade farewell to each other with the 
kiss of peace, and walked into the midst of the amphi- 
theatre, where their earthly trials were soon ended. The 
gladiator who was to kill Perpetua was an inexperienced 
youth, and misdirected his sword, on which, observing 
his agitation, she with her own hand guided it to a 
mortal part. " Perhaps," says the writer of the Acts of 
the Martyrdom, "so great a woman — one who was 
feared by the unclean spirit — could not have been put 
to death except by her own will.'* 

The document which has been here abridged bears 
throughout the stamp of circumstantial truth. Grounds 
have been found, both in the incidents and in the tone 
of the narrative, for an opinion that the martjrrs and 
their historian were Montanists ; while the reception of 
the Acts by the ancient church tells strongly on the 
other side. We may therefore either suppose that the 
Montanistic opinions had not produced a fom^ rupture 
in the church of Carthage at the time when the Acts 
were written ; « or we may refer the peculiarities of the 
story, not to Montanistic principles, but to that natural 
temperament which rendered Africa a soil especially 
favourable for the reception of Montanism.*" 

Under Caracalla and Elagabalus, the Christians were 
exempt from persecution. It is said that Elagabalus, in 
his desire to make all the old national religions subser- 

e This is the solution offered by The Roman writere are concerned 

Gieseler, who considers the Montanism to maintain the catholicity of Per- 

unquestionable. 1. 1 290. petua and Felicitas because they are 

f See on the question Tillem. iil commemorated in die canon of the 

138 ; Ruinart, in Patrol, iii. 13 ; mass. 
Schrddch, iiL 3x6; Milman, ii. 8x6. 
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vient to the Syrian worship of which he had been priest,^ 
intended to combine the symbols of Judaism and Chris- 
tianity (which he probably regarded the more* favourably 
on account of their eastern origin) with the gods of 
Greece and Rome, in the temple which he erected to 
the sun;^ but his career of insane depravity was cut 
short before he could attempt to carry out this design. 



The first subject to be noticed in the internal history 
of the church is a violent dispute which arose from a 
revival of the paschal question. The diflference of obser- 
vance as to the time of Easter between the churches of 
Asia Minor and those of other countries has already 
been mentioned, as also the compromise which was 
agreed on between Polycarp, as representative of the 
Asiatics, and Anicetus, bishop of Rome.* It would seem 
that, for some time after that agreement, Asiatics sojourn- 
ing at Rome were allowed to follow the usage of their 
own country, until Soter, who held the see from 1 68 to 1 76, 
required them to conform to the local custom, but with- 
out considering quartodecimanism as a bar to communion 
with other churches.^ His second successor, Victor, 
adopted a different policy.^ One Blastus, an. Asiatic, 
who had repaired to Rome, insisted on the observance 
of the quartodeciman practice; and about the same 
time it became suspicious as a token of Montanism, 
with which, indeed, Blastus appears to have been in- 
fected.™ These circumstances might very reasonably 



? See DOllinger, ' Heidenth. u. Ju- 
denth.' 40Z. 

H Lampridius, Vita Heliogab. 3, 6 ; 
Gibbo% i. 153-4 ' Pressens^, iil. 244. 

* p. 4x- 

k TiUem. iii. 103. Neander, how- 
ever, 0* 414X says that he has given up 
his fonuer inference from the letter of 
Irenaeus to Victor (Euseb. v. 04), that 



Soter made a change even to this 
extent. 

1 The controversy is dated from 196 
to Z98. Tillem. iii. Z04: Giesel. I. i. 
293 ; Burton, it 2x5 ; Clinton, a.d. 
X97. 

™ The Asiatic Montanists were quar- 
todedmans, although it does not appear 
that the sect observed the same prac. 



loo PASCHAL QUESTION. Book L 

have induced Victor to use his influence for the estab- 
lishment of uniformity throughout the whole church; but 
he erred grievously in the manner of his attempt. Coun- 
cils were held, apparently by his desire, in countries 
widely distant from each other — ^in Palestine, Pontus, 
Osrhoene, Greece, and Gaul : all these gave evidence 
that the custom of their own churches agreed with that 
of the Roman, and were fevourable to the wishes of 
Victor." The Asiatic^, however, in their council, refused 
to depart from their traditional rule. Polycrates, bishop 
of Ephesus, a man of eminent place and high personal 
authority, o wrote to Victor in behalf of his brethren : he 
refers to the apostles St. Philip and St John, with other 
venerable personages who had adorned the church of 
Asia, as having sanctioned the quartodeciman usage; 
and he declares himself resolved to abide by it, as being 
apostolical in its origin, and nowhere condemned in 
Scripture, without fearing Victor's threats of breaking off 
commimion with him.^ Victor then, in an imperious 
letter, cut off the Asiatics from the communion of Rome; 
and he endeavoured to procure a like condemnation of 
them from the other branches of the church. In this, , 
however, he was disappointed. The idea of excluding 
so large a body from Christian communion shocked the 
general feeling ; many bishops sharply remonstrated with 
Victor, and exhorted him to desist. ^ 

Of those who attempted to mediate in the dispute, the 
most prominent was Irenseus, 'bishop of Lyons. Irengeus 
was a native of Asia Minor, and in his youth had known 

tice elsewhere. (Baron. 198. x5-x6; and others mfer from the words of 

GieseL L i. 293.) Bp. Hefele supposes Eusebius, dTorifU/eiv ireipcir ai, that 

Victor to have objected to it as a mark Victor only meditated an exconununi- 

of Ebionism* i. 3ox« cation. But Eusebius says that Victor 

^ Euseb. V. 33. in his letters denounced the Asiatics as 

** Tillem. iiL S07. dKOUfW^i/iTOvs Apdrfv, and TCiparai 

^ Euseb. V 94. seems to mean his attempts to influence 

< Euseb. V. 94. VsIoM Coot in loc.) otber diurches 
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the revered St. Polycarp,' of whom in one. of his writings ■ 
he has preserved some interesting recollections. Having 
joined the missionary church of Lyons^ he was chosen by 
the martyrs under Marcus Aurelius to be the bearer of a 
letter to the bishop of Rome, in which they endeavoured 
to allay the heats of the Montanistic controversy ; and 
it appears that during his absence he was elected bishop 
in the room of Pothinus.* During the early years of his 
episcopate, his reputation for learning and ability had 
been established by the great work which is our chief 
source of information as to the gnostic heresies; and, 
connected as he was with both the east and the west, — a 
quartodeciman by early association, but a follower of the 
Roman usage in his own church" — ^he was well qualified 
to exert himself with effect in the character of a peace- 
maker.^ The bishop of Lyons wrote in the name of his 
church, exhorting Victor to moderation, referring to the 
example of Anicetus and his predecessors in the see 
of Rome, and urging that such a question ought not 
to be made a ground for a breach of communion, inas- 
much as a diversity of usages had always been allowed, 
and such variations in indiflferent things served to con- 
firm the argument which might be drawn fix>m the 
agreement of all churches as to the essentials of the 
faith.^ 

Through the mediation of Irenaeus and others, peace 



' Iren. III. iii. 4. Mr. Harvey, 
however, supposes Irenjcus a Syrian. 
Introd. to Iren. cliv. 

^ The epistle to Florinus, of which 
a fragment is preserved by Eusebius. 

v. 90. 

t Euseb. V. 3-4 ; Beaven on Irenaeus, 
n-15 ; Harvey, clvii. 

" This has been r^arded as a proof 
that the Gospel was planted in the 
south of France before the arrival of 
Pothinus from Asia. (Burton, iL 2x7.) 



Vet it is possible that Asiatic mission- 
aries, on settling in a western coimtry, 
may have adopted the common prac- 
tice of the west, although they were 
the first to occupy their particular 
ground. 

^ Eusebius (v. 24X who notices the 
agreement between the name of Ire- 
naeus (Peaceful) and his labours in the 
cause of peace. 

^ Iren. Fragm. ibid. 
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was at length restored. The Asiatics, in a circular letter, 
cleared themselves from all suspicion of heretical tenden- 
cies ; and they were allowed to retain their usage until the 
time of the council of Nicgea.* 

It is hardly necessary to observe that the attempt y to 
press this affair into the service of the later papal claims 
is singularly unfortunate. Victor's behaviour, indeed, 
may be considered as foreshadowing that of his succes- 
sors in the fulness of their pride; but his pretensions were 
far short of theirs ; the assembling of the councils, although 
it took place at his request, was the free act of the local 
bishops ; ' he was imceremoniously rebuked for his mea- 
sures, there is no token of deference to him as a superior, 
and his designs were utterly foiled.* 

On proceeding to examine the heresies of the period, 
we find them different in character firom those which we 
have hitherto met with. The fundamental question of 
Gnosticism was that as to the origin of evil, and the error 
of the sectaries consisted in attempting to solve this by 
theories which were chiefly derived from some other 
source than the Christian revelation. But the newer 
heresies come more within the sphere of Christian ideas. 
On the one hand, there is the practical, ascetic, enthusi- 
astic sect of Montanus ; on the other hand, speculation 
takes the form of an endeavour to investigate and define 
the scriptural doctrines as to the Saviour and the God- 
head. 
"^Tht origin of Montanism was earlier than the time at 

' TUlem. iii. zzx; Mosh. 445. The tions would be hard to prove, iii. 

council of Aries, in 3x4, ordered that xo8. 

Easter should everywhere be cele- ■ See Tillem. iii. 104. 

brated "on one day, and at onetime." * Basnage, vii. 5, 6 (t i. 361); 

(Can. x); but this canon did not affect Planck, I 119; EUendorf, 'Der 

the east Primat. dcr r6m. Papste,' I 115- 

^ Baron. A.D. 198. Tillemont can- 18. 
didly says that the cardinal's asser- 
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which we have arrived By Epiphanius ^ it is in one 
place dated as far back a3 the year 126, while in another 
passage he refers it to the year 157; by Eusebius,*^ in 
173 i by others, about 150.^ The founder, a native of 
Mysia, had been a heathen, and probably a priest of 
Cybele.® Soon after his conversion to Christianity, he 
began to fall into fits of ecstasy, and to utter ravings 
which were dignified with the name of prophecy ; and his 
enthusiasm speedily infected two women of wealth and 
station — Maximilla and Priscilla — ^who forsook their hus- 
bands, and became prophetesses in connexion with him.' 
The utterances of Montanus and his companions aimed 
at the introduction of a more rigid system than that 
which had before prevailed in the church. They added 
to the established fasts both in number and in severity ; 
they classed second marriages as equal in guilt with 
adultery ; they proscribed military service and secular life 
in general ; they denounced alike profane learning, the 
vanities of female dress, and amusements of every kind ; 
they laid down rigorous precepts as to penance — declaring 
that the church had no power to remit sin after baptism, 
although they claimed such power for the Montanistic pro- 
phets j and that some sins must exclude for ever from the 



b Haeres. li. 33 ; xlviii. 1. The ear- 
lier of these dates has been adopted by 
the wonderful boy Baratier (Kaye on 
Tertullian, p. 14, cd. 2). But on such 
a point the authority of a wonderful 
boy can hardly claim much defer- 
ence ; and see Patau's notes on Epi- 
phanius. 

^ Euseb. Chron. ap. Hieron. t. viiL 
630. Tillemont (ii. 667), and Mr. Clin- 
ton (a.d. 173), agree with him, as does 
also Ptftau, in his notes on Epiphanius 
(p. 213), although in his work 'De 
Doctrina Temporum' (ii. 691, Paris, 
1627), he gives the still later date of 
179. 

^ Apollonius, the oldest authority, 



writing under Commodus, places the 
origin about forty years before (ap. 
Euseb. H. E. v. 18); Epiphanius 
(xlviii. i) says it was about the 19th 
year of Antoninus Pius (a.d. 148), 
See, too, Mosh. 412 ; SchrOckh, iii. 61 ; 
Burton, ii. 155 ; Giesel. I. i. 196 ; 
Neand. ii. 206 ; Hefele, i. 71. 

^ This is inferred from his being 
styled an eunuch (Hieron. Ep. xli. 4) 
and "a priest of an idol." (Didym. 
de Trixiit iii. 41, p. 449, ed. Minga- 
relL Bonon. 1769.) Schwegler, one of 
the Tubingen school, supposes him to 
be mythical ! Giesel. I. ii. 196. 

f Euseb. V. 24, 16, 18. 
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communion of the saints on earth, although it was not 
denied that the mercy of God might possibly be extended 
to them hereafter.^ 

The progress of the sect did not depend on the cha- 
racter or abiUties of its founder, who seems to have been 
a man of weak and disordered mind.** In the region of 
its birth it was congenial to the character of the people, 
as appears from the prevalence of the wild worship of 
Bacchus and Cybele among the Phrygians in earlier times.* 
Persecution tended to stimulate the imagination of the 
prophets, to exasperate them to fierceness, and to win a 
ready reception for their oracles.^ And on penetrating 
into other countries, Montanism found multitudes already 
prepared for it by their tempers of mind, so that its work 
was nothing more than to draw these out into exercise. 
It held out attractions to the more rigid feelings by setting 
forth the idea of a life stricter than that of ordinary Chris- 
tians ; to weakness, by offering the guidance of precise 
rules where the gospel had contented itself with laying 
down general principles ; to enthusiasm and the love of 
excitement, by its pretensions to prophetical gifts; to 
pride, by professing to realize the pure and spotless 
mystical church in an exactly defined visible communion, 
and by encouraging its proselytes to regard themselves as 
spiritual, and to despise or abhor all other Christians as 
carnal and " psychic." ^ 

Montanus has been charged with styling himself the 
Paraclete, and even with claiming to be the Almighty 
Father.™ The latter charge is a mistake, founded on the 
circumstance that he delivered his oracles in the name of 
the Father, whereas he did not in reality pretend to be 

K Epiph. xlviii. 4 ; Tillem. ii. 433 ; k Neand. ii. 206. 

Mosh. 414-490; Kaye on TertuUian, * SpiritaUs — camaj^^ 

394-5 ; Neand. ii. 2x8. See Neand. Antignost. 

b Mosh. 410-13 ; Kaye, 30. 200, 204, 319-20. 

* Neand. ii. 304 ; Milman, ii. 213. *" Epiph. xlviii. 
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more than his organ. Nor did he really assert himself 
to be the Holy Ghost, or Paraclete ; but he taught that 
the promise of the Comforter was not limited to the 
apostles, and that, having been imperfectly performed in 
them, it was now more entirely ful^led in himself and his 
associates.*^ The progress of revelation was illustrated 
by the development of man ; it was said that Judaism had 
been as infancy ; the dispensation of the New Testament 
as youth ; and that the dispensation of the Paraclete was 
maturity.® The new revelation, however, was limited to 
the advancement of institutions and discipline ; it did not 
interfere widi the traditional faith of Christians, but con- 
firmed itP 

The Montanists held that the mind, under the pro- 
phetic influence, was to be merely passive, while the 
Spirit swept over it **as the plectrum over the l)rre."'» 
This comparison had been applied by Justin Martyr to 
the inspiration of the Hebrew prophets ; ' but the idea, 
when taken up by the Montanists, was combated by the 
opponents of their system, some of whom maintained that 
the prophets of Scripture not only retained their human 
consciousness, but clearly understood the fulfilment of 
what they foretold.* Soon after the origin of the sect, 
some bishops wished to try the effect of exorcism on the 



" Tillein. ii. 431 ; Mosh. 413 ; Kaye 
on Tertull. 3z-6 ; Neand. u. 3zo ; Mil- 
man, ii. 314; Blunt on the Fathers, 
6ioii. 

° TertulL de Virg. velandis, c. 1. 

P Neand. iL 210-11 ; GieseL I. i. 197. 
The prophetesses had visions which 
were alleged as confirming the doctrine 
of the resurrection in opposition to the 
Gnostics. (Mosh. 4x5.) But some of 
the later Montanists are charged with 
denying the distinction of persons in 
the Godhead. Theodoret, Hsr. iii. 
3. 

« Epiph. zlviiL4. Although in many 



points— as in that mentioned in the 
preceding note — Montanism irresistibly 
reminds us of the modem magnetic 
pretensions, Baron Bunsen's conjecture 
(Hippolytus, i. 384), that Montanus 
meant by this to speak of himself (as 
the Paraclete) performing magnetic 
T}perations, appears too ingenious. 
^ O>hort. ad Graecos, 8 ; cf. ApoL i« 

36. 

* Epiph. xlviiL 3, 8. See John 
Smith's 'Select Discourses,' 213-14, 
ed. Lond. 1821 ; Newman in * St. Atha- 
nasius against the Arians,' p. 467, 
note '. 
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prophetesses; but the Montanists would not allow the 
experiment* 

On his ejection from the church, Montanus organized 
a body of preachers, who were maintained by the obla- 
. tions of his followers, and, notwithstanding the professed 
austerity of the sect, are broadly charged by its opponents 
with hypocrisy, covetousness, and luxury.** The order of 
bishops was only the third in the Montanistic hierarchy — 
patriarchs and cenones * being superior to it. The patri- 
arch resided at Pepuza, a small town or village in Phrygia, 
to which the sectaries gave the mystical name of Jerusa- 
lem, as believing that it would be the seat of the millennial 
kingdom, which was a chief subject of their hopes. 
Hence they derived the names of Pepuzians and Cata- 
phrygians.y 

It is said, although not without doubt, by one ancient 
writer, that both Montanus and Maximilla ended their 
lives by hanging themselves, about forty years after the 
origin of their sect ; * a story which, if it were true, would 
rather prove that they were the victims of a diseased 
melancholy than warrant the conclusions against their 
morality which have been drawn from it* Maximilla had 
declared that no prophetess would arise after her, but 
that the end -of all things would immediately come;^ yet 
we find that other women of excitable temperament pre- 
tended to the prophetic character among the Montanists. 
The case of one, who is spoken of by TertuUian as falling 
into trances, in which she was consulted for revelations 
as to the unseen world and for medical prescriptions, 

t Euseb. V. i6, i8. * Anon. ap. Euseb. v. i6. Comp. 

" ApoUonius ap. Euseb. v. i8 ; Til- Tillem. ii. 427, 447. 

1cm. ii. 426-8. * SchrOckh, iii. 61, 67. 

* Hieron. Ep. xli. 3. Neither the ^ Epiph. xlviii. 2. The anonymous 

editors of St. Jerome nor the historians writer cited by Eusebius (v. 16), says 

profess to explain this word. that Maximilla had been dead fourteen 

y Euseb. V. x8 ; Epiph. xlviii. 14 ; years, yet no other prophetess had 

Theodoret, Hser. iii. a. arisen. 
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bears a remarkable likeness to some narrative^ of our own 
day.« 

In the west, Montanism was at first well received. It 
engaged the attention of the Lyonese martyrs during their 
imprisonment, and they wrote both to the Asiatic churches, 
and to Eleutherius, bishop of Rome, — not sanctioning 
the pretensions of the sect, but advising that it should be 
gently dealt with.^ It benefited by the extravagance of 
some opponents, who in their zeal to oppose the inferences 
drawn firom St John's writings, both as to the promise of 
the Comforter and as to the millennial kingdom, denied 
the authority of those writings, and ascribed them to 
the heretic Cerinthus;« and the circumstance that the 
Asiatic church, at the very time when it was embroiled 
with the Roman chiurch as to the paschal controversy, 
condemned the Montanists, was regarded in the west as 
a token of their orthodoxy/ Victor was on the point of 
formally acknowledging them, when an Asiatic named 
Praxeas, armed with the authority which was attached to 
the character of a confessor, arrived at Rome, and, by 
his reports as to the natiure of the party, induced the 
bishop to change his opinion, and to excommunicate 
them.*^ 

The Montanists loudly complained of it as a wrong 
that they were excluded firom the church while they 
wished to remain in communion with it. This complaint. 



« Tcrt. de Anima, c. 9 ; Gicsel, I. i. 
197 : Colquhoun's ' Isis Revelata,'(ed. 

2,) i. 23. 

d Sup. p. zoz ; Euseb. v. 3. 

* Epiph. li. 3. These were styled 
Alogi—9t. name of double meaning, 
which signified their rejection of the 
writings in which the Logos is men- 
tioned, and also that they were without 
reason. 

f Tillem. ii. 434. 

^ It is generally supposed that Victor 



was the bishop of Rome of whom this 
is related by Tertuliian (adv. Prax. c. 
x). See Gieseler, I. i. 286-7, who gives 
292 as the date. Neander, however, 
places the incident imder Anicetus (ii. 
206); and Bishop Pearson (Min. 
Works, ii. 501), who is followed by Dr. 
Beaven, (*Irenaus/ 12-13,) connects it 
with the application of the Lyonese 
martyrs to Eleutherius. Se« Bishop 
Wordsworth's *St. Hippolytus,' 131, 
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however, is only an instance of the usual inability of par- 
tisans to view their own case fairly. By the rigour of 
its discipline, by the contempt with which its professors 
looked down on the great body of Christians, by en- 
forcing its peculiarities imder the sanction of a pretended 
revelation, Montanism had before virtually excommuni- 
cated the church ; and we cannot doubt that, if tolerated, 
it would not have been content with anything short of 
supremacy.^ Moreover, its spirit was strongly opposed 
to the regular authority of the church. The ordinary 
offices it disparaged as merely psychic : bishops were 
declared to be inferior to prophets ; and prophets were 
distinguished, not by outward ordination, but by spiritual 
gifts and graces,' so that they might belong to any class.^ 
Nor can we wonder if the attitude which the Montanists 
assumed towards the state had a share in inducing 
the more peaceable Christians to disconnect themselves 
from them ; for their prophecies in great part consisted 
of matter which by the Roman law amounted to treason, 
— denunciations of calamity, and exultation over the 
approaching downfall of the persecuting empire.^ 

The stem spirit of the sect animated its members to 
court persecution. Their zeal for martyrdom was nourished 
by the doctrine that the souls of martyrs would enter at 
once into the enjoyment of their full blessedness, whereas 
those of other righteous men would not receive their con- 
summation until the end of the world. The Montanists 
were, however, preserved by their rigid views on the subject 
of penance from admitting the abuses which arose else- 
where as to the privilege of martyrs in granting indul- 
gences.^ 

Although the sect and its subdivisions continued to 

h Mosh. 4»s, 419, 4ao, 422-3 ; k Mosh. 411, 423; Schrdckh, vL 67; 

SchrOckh, iii. 70 ; Neand. ii. 220. Giesel. I. i. 197. 

* Neand. u. 3X2. ' Neand. ii. 2x9. See below, ch. vi. 
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flourish for a time, and some remains of it existed in the 
sixth century, or even later,™ the chief success of Montanism 
was gained in a different way — ^by infusing much of its 
character into the church." It is probably to its con- 
geniality with the spirit which afterwards became dominant 
in the west that Montanism owes the privilege which it 
alone, of the early heresies, possesses — ^that of being 
allowed to descend to us in the unmutilated representa- 
tions of one of its own champions. <> 

Tertullian was perhaps the most eminent man whom 
the church had seen since the dajrs of the aposties. Of 
his character we have a full and distinct impression from 
his works; but the facts of his life are very obscure.? 
He was a native of Carthage, the son of a centurion, and 
is supposed to have been bom about the year i6o.*» We 
learn from himself that he was originally a heathen, and 
that as such he partook in the prevailing vices of his 
countrymen/ That he had followed the profession of 
an advocate appears probable, no less from his style of 
argument than from his acquaintance with law, and from 
his use of forensic terms.* In addition to his legal 
learning, he shows a knowledge of physic and of natural 
philosophy, with extensive reading in poetry and general 

™ Tillem. u. 444 ; Mosh. 4x5. Theo- tenth century being palpable heresy in 

pbanes speaks of some Montanists as the second." Letters on Development, 

persecuted by Leo the Isaurian, a.d. p. 8a. Comp. Neand. ii. 2x3, and 

723 (p. 617); but it is questioned * Antignost.' X13; Giesel. I. i. 2x0; 

whether these were of the ancient sect Rettberg, * Cyprianus,' X7. 

so called. «* DailM, * De Usu Patrum/ pp. 5-6, 

" The most eminent late champion ed. Gencv. 1656. Tertullian's treatise 

of Romanism does not hesitate to de- on prophetic ecstasy is, however, lost, 

scribe Montanism as an anticipation of Kaye on Tertullian, 6-7. 

the mediaeval system. (Newman on P Kaye, xa, 37-8. 

Development, 35o-»-) P«>f. Archer 'q Tillem. iii. 196. 

Butler remarks that Dr. Newman r ^p^^ 18 ; De Poenit. x ; De Re- 

•* censures Tertullian solely, it would surr. Camis, 59 ; Neand. Antignost. 9 ; 

seem, for having arrived at perfection Evans, i. 33X. 

too soon— for having ambitiously pre- s 'Ellcm. iiL X98 ; Neand. Antign. 

sumed to be a mediaeval saint before 8-9. 
■ his time ; perfect excellence in the 
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literature ; and he was a master of the Greek language to 
such a degree as to compose treatises in it* 

After his conversion he became a presbjrter of the 
church, and in that character resided both at Carthage 
and at Rome." His lapse into Montanism, which took 
place in middle life,* is ascribed by St Jerome y to the 
jealousy and slights which he met with at the hands of 
the Roman clergy ; but, although it is very possible that 
TertuUian may have been treated by these in a manner 
which exasperated his impatient temper," the assigned 
motive has been generally discredited, and is indeed 
needless in order to account for his having joined a party 
whose opinions and practice accorded so well with his 
natural bent* We must be prepared to see frequently 
in the course of our history men of high gifts forsake the 
orthodox communion — led astray either by a restless 
spirit of speculation, or by a desire to realize the vision 
of a faultless church in a manner which Holy Scripture 
appears to represent as unattainable.^ 

Not only are the dates of the events in TertuUian's life 
and of his writings uncertain, but it is impossible to 
decide whether certain of his treatises were written 
before or after his defection. On the one hand, the sub- 
ject of a work belonging to his Montanistic period may 
be such as to allow no room for displaying the pecu- 
liarities of his sect : on the other hand, a severity of tone, 
which seems like a token of Montanism, may be merely 
the result of the writer's temperament, or characteristic of 

t He himself alludes to these (De " Kaye, 33-4. See Cave, Hist Lit 

Baptismo, 15 ; De Virg. veland. x ; De »• 9^- TertuUian's consciousness of his 

Corona, 6). , defects in temper appears fix)m the 

« Tillem. iii. 198 : 654-5. See Kaj'e, 10! treatise De Patientia, c. i. 

*■ Dr. Pusey dates his conversion in * Neand. Antign. 11, 14. 

X96, and his lapse in aoi. (Introd. to ^ See Vincent Lirin. Commomt if- 

Tert., Orf. Transl. p. ii.) Cave's dates 18. Dr. Pusey, while he blames Ter- 

are respectively x8s and 199, Hist tullian for his secession, appears to rest 

jjl^ I g2 the defence of the church on somewhat 

y De W. niustr. c 53. Weal grounds, vii. seqq. 
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the. more rigid party within the church.*^ The genius of 
Tertullian is gloomy and saturnine; the spirit of the 
gospel appears in him strongly tinged by the nature of 
the man.<^ He has a remarkable power of forcible argu- 
ment and condensed expression; subtlety, acuteness, 
and depth ; a wit alike pungent and delicate ; an ardour 
which carries him over all obstacles, and almost hurries 
the reader along with him ; but his mind is merely that of 
an advocate, and is wholly wanting in calmness, solidity, 
and the power of dispassionate judgment His language 
is rude and uncouth, obscured by antiquated® and newly- 
coined words, by harsh constructions and perplexing 
allusions ; his style, both of thought and of expression, is 
marked by tumour and exaggeration.' In anotiier respect 
Tertullian's diction is very remarkable and important, 
as being the earliest specimen of ecclesiastical Latin. 
Hitherto the language of the western churches, not only in 
the Greek colonies of Gaul, but at Rome itself, had been 
Greek — the general medium of communication, and the 
tongue in which the oracles of Christianity were written. 
If Minucius Felix was (as some Jiave supposed) older than 
Tertullian,* the subject of his treatise was not such as to 
require the use of any especially theological terms ; it 
is therefore to the great African writer that the creation 
of a technical Christian Latinity is to be ascribed.** 

Tertullian's * Apology ' was almost certainly composed 
before his lapse,* and is the masterpiece of the class to 



^ Kaye, 40-1. 

d Neand. Antign. 9-10, 

^ Neander quotes the high authority 
of Niebuhr for the opinion that Tertul' 
lian's provincialisms are not (as has 
sometimes been supposed) Punic, but 
are purely Latin archaisms. Antignost. 

f Dupin, L X04 ; Mosh. 2^2-3 ; 
Schrockh, iii. 333 ; Neand. ii. 443 ; 
MOnter, Primordia EccL Afric. Z3x-a ; 



Bahr, ii. 34-7; Pusey, Introd. ix. ; 
Blunt on the Fathers, 176; Ramsay, 
in Smith's Diet, of Biography, art. 
Tertullian; Pressens^, iii. 438-33. 

» See p. 47, n. *. 

b See MOnter, 133 ; Giesel. I. i. 207 ; 
vi. 56 ; and especially Milman, Latia 
Christianity, i. 37-30. 

i It is generally referred to a.d. 197 
or 198. (Tillem. iii. 66x ; Giesel. I. i. 
357 ; Mosh. ap. Migne, Patrol, i. 535 ; 
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which it belongs.^ In it he urges with his characteristic 
force, and with all the freshness of novelty, most of the 
topics which had been advanced by the earlier apologists; 
he adds many new arguments, both in favour of the 
gospel and in refutation of paganism ; and he supplies to 
readers of later times much curious information as to the 
history and circumstances of the church. He felt him- 
self entitled to insist on the progress of Christianity as 
an argument in its favour : — " We are a people of yester- 
day," he says, "and yet we have filled every place 
belonging to you— cities, islands, castles, towns, assem- 
blies, your very camp, your tribes, companies, palace, 
senate, forum. We leave you your temples only. We 
can count your armies ; our numbers in a single province 
will be greater.'* ^ The manner in which he meets the 
charges of disloyalty against his brethren is especially 
remarkable ; he appeals to the fact (already noticed) that 
no Christians had been found among the partisans of the 
emperor's defeated rivals; and he states as a reason why 
Christians were bound to pray for the continuance of the 
empire, a beUef that // was the obstacle which St. Paul 
had spoken of as " letting " the appearance of Antichrist.™ 
In a later apologetic writing, the * Address to Scapula,** 
TertuUian again insists on the loyalty of Christians ; but he 
declares that the blood of the saints cannot be shed with- 
out drawing down vengeance. His tone is full of scorn 
. and defiance ; he exults in the calamities and portents of 
the time, as signs and foretastes of the ruin which was 
about to fall on the persecutors. 

On joining the Montanists, TertuUian embraced their 

Puscy, 1.) Some, however, place it ™ C. 3a (II Thessal. ii. 7). 

after the edict of Severus— as in 204-5. ° This is of the Montanistic period, 

(Kaye, 40 ; Pagi in Baron, ii. 393.) and was written in the beginning dF 

AUix dates it as late as 2x7. Kaye, 48. Caracalla's reign, when persecution 

* Tzschimer, 385. had not yet ceased (about azz). Tillem. 

* C. 37. Oxf. Transl. L 78. iii. 237, 667 ; Clinton, a.d. aix. 
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doctrine in its full rigour. The contempt of a spiritalis ^ \. 
for the psychic church is uttered with all the vehemence 
of his character, and with all his power of expression. 
Although he himself was, or had been, married, he is 
violent against matrimony ; to marry two wives in suc- 
cession he regards as no less an offence than marriage 
with two at once ; he would exclude bigamists from the 
church, without hope of reconciliation, although he does 
not deny that God may possibly accept their sincere 
repentance. ° His views as to penance are of the severest 
kind ; he denies that the church can remit deadly sin 
after baptism, but asserts the power of absolution for the 
prophets of his own sectP He altogether condemns 
military service, as inconsistent with Christian duty, and 
inseparably mixed up with heathen observances.** One 
of his treatises was written in justification of a soldier 
who had been put to death for refusing to wear a garland 
on the occasion of a donative distributed in honour of 
the emperor. Tertullian argues that such use of flowers 
is a sinful vanity, inasmuch as it is not only heathenish, 
but contrary to nature/ In the tract * De Spectaculis/ * 
he proscribes all attendance at public amusements, and 
fortifies his denunciations with tales of judgments inflicted 



° De Monogam. 15 ; De Pudicitia, x. 

P De Pud. 21. 

1 De Corona, xx. He finds himself, 
indeed, obliged by Scripture (Luke iii. 
X4 ; Matt. viii. xo ; Acts x. 39) to make 
an exception in favour of persons who 
had been soldiers before their conver- 
sion ; but the sanction of their remain- 
ing in military service is clogged with 
conditions which practically annul it. 
(See Currey, * Three Treatises of 
Tert.*, Cambr. x8s4, p. X45.) But the 
opinion as to the unlawfulness of mili- 
tary service does not seem to h^ve 
been peculiar to his Montanistic days. 
See ' De Patientia,' 7, s. fin. 

^ De Cor. 7-xa Such acts as that of 

VOL. I. 



this soldier were condemned by the 
church. (Baron. 301. 17; Bingham, 
XIV. iv. 8.) That Gibbon is wrong in 
referring the treatise to the period 
before Tertullian became a Montanist, 
see Kaye, 55. The usual date is about 
201 (see Currey, Introd. p. xviii.X but 
by some it has been placed as late as 
the reign of Maximin. 

' Dr. Pusey assigns this to the time 
before the author's lapse, and supposes 
it written on the celebration of Severus' 
victory over Albinus, a.d. igS. (Oxf. 
Transl. i. 187.) Others, as Tillemont 
(iii. 3x0), refer it to the secular games, 
A.D. 304 
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on persons who had been present at them.* He regards 
flight in time of danger as a sin worse than the abjuration 
of Christ in the midst of tortures, and thinks that a 
Christian ought even to provoke persecution." 

Bitter as TertuUian became in his tone towards the 
communion which he had forsaken, he yet did not, like 
too many in similar circumstances, devote himself exclu- 
sively to the work of injuring it. He continued to be 
the champion of the gospel against paganism and Ju- 
daism ; in treatises against Marcion, Valentinus, Hermo- 
genes,* Praxeas, and other heretics, he maintained the 
common cause of his sect and of the church. St 
Augustine states that in his last years he became the head 
of a distinct party of " TertuUian ists," the remnant of 
which was recovered to the church in Augustine's own 
time, and probably through his exertions. y 



* See Kaye, xvi. ; Ncand. Antign. 

33- 

" 'DeFug& in Persecutione.' An- 
other treatise, the 'Scorpiace/ is di- 
rected against the gnostic disparage- 
ment and evasion of martyrdom. 

* Hermogenes was a painter by pro- 
fession, and a countryman of Tertul- 
lian, who was excited to wrath against 
him, no less by the practical opposition 
of Hermogenes to the Montanistic 
rigour in the exercise of his art (which 
included the representation of heathen 
subjects), and in marrying twice or 
oftener, than by the heterodoxy of his 
opinions. (Adv. Hcrraog. i.) Like 
the Gnostics, he referred the origin of 
evil to matter. God, he argued, must 
have made the world either (i) of Him- 
self, (a) of nothing, or (3) of something : 
the first supposition was I impossible, 
because by it the world would have 
been a part of Himself, and therefore 
would not have been mada at all ; the 
second, because, as God both wills to 
make what is good, and knows how to 
make it, the existence of evil would be 



unexplained. He must, therefwe, have 
made the world, including the souls as 
well as the bodies of men, out of mat- 
ter ; and the defects in creation arise, 
not from his will, but from the natiure 
of matter (c. 2). It would seem that 
Hermogenes did not found a sect, 
and died in the communion of the 
church (Mosh. 432); and, since Ter- 
tullian does not charge him with any 
other errors than those which have 
been mentioned, some other early 
writers may perhaps be mistaken in 
saying that he believed our Lord to 
have left his body in the sun. (Mosh. 
434-5 ; Neand. ii. 280.) St. Augustine, 
however, describes him as a Sabel- 
lian. (De Haeres. 41.) A passage in 
Tertullian's tract against him is 
(amous as seeming to deny the eter- 
nity of God the Son (c. 3). For a 
favourable explanation of it see Bull, 
V. 636, seqq. ; Nat. Alex. v. 235 ; 
Kaye, 523. 

y Aug. de Haeresibus, 86 (Patrol, 
xlii. 46). See Tillemont, iii. 233 ; 3dii. 
277. Neander conjectures that these 
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A dislike of the theories which have lately been vented 
in connexion with the term development must not be 
allowed to prejudice us against admitting that the doc- 
trine of the church on the highest subjects has undergone 
a process for which perhaps no more appropriate name 
could be found.* This development was rendered neces- 
sary by the circumstances of the case ; its effect was to 
bring out into a distinct and scientific form truths which 
had before been not the less really held, although the 
minds of men had not been exercised in precisely defining 
them. Thus we can imagine, for example, that the car- 
dinal verities of our Blessed Lord's Godhead and man- 
hood may have been believed by Christians from the 
beginning, but that it may have been the work of a later 
time to attain to the full consciousness of such a belief, 
to investigate what is the proper meaning of Godhead 
and what of. manhood, and what are the conditions of 
their union in the one person of the Saviour.* Where 
principles of truth have been given, it is a legitimate task 
for the mind enlightened and sanctified by the promised 
gifts of the Comforter to draw the proper inferences from 
them.^ When an opinion new in expression was pro- 
posed, it was for Christians to ask themselves more 
distincdy than before what their belief on the subject had 
been — whether it agreed or disagreed with that which 
was now presented to them; to compare their impres- 
sions with those of their brethren ; and in concert with 
these either to admit the doctrine as sound, or to reject 
it as contrary to the faith in which they had been trained. 

were merely Montanists, who took of Christianity, 1848, pp. 17-30 ; But- 

their name from the most distinguished ler's Letters against Newman, pp. 69, 

of their local chiefs rather than from 70, 3x9-23, 341, seqq., 316; Merivale, 

the Phrygian heresiarch (ii. 445) ; but Boyle Lectures, ii. 19, 20, 41. 

it seems unlikely that Augustine shotdd ^ Domer, i. 65, 122. 

have been mistaken. See MOnter, b lb. zo8; Butler, 55-6; Comp. 

*Primordia,' 147. Evagr. i. xx. 
■ See Mill's Sermons on the Nature 
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Thus it was that truth was drawn forth in its fulness by 
the assaults of error j that that which had been a feeling 
and a conviction came by degrees to be stated in exact 
and formal dogmas.^ Hence we can understand that the 
early Christian writers might use much loose and imper- 
fect language on the highest points ; that they might even 
have a defective apprehension as to the details of doc- 
trine ; ^ that they might employ terms which the church 
afterwards condemned, and might scruple at terms which 
the church afterwards sanctioned ; and yet that their 
belief was sound in itself, faithfully preserving the tra- 
dition of the apostles, and identical with the creed of 
the later church.*^ Nor is it any real disparagement to 
the believers nearest the apostolic age to say that on such 
matters they were less informed than those who came 
after them. Their work was not to investigate, but to 
act. Their worship and their whole Christian life implied 
the true faith ; their writings are penetrated by the con- 
viction of it : ^ but as the men who had known the 
apostles or their immediate disciples passed away, a 
necessity arose of relpng less on apostolic tradition, and 
having recourse in a greater degree to the apostolic 
writings. By the help of these the faith was now to be 
tested, confirmed, and systematized.^ 

In the last years of the second century the difficulty of 
reconciling the fundamental doctrine of the Divine unity 
(monarckia) with that of the threefold Name gave rise to 

^ Vine Lirin. 23 ; Joh. Scot. Eriff. liv. (ib. xxxvi. 643) ; Petav. de Trin. 

de Div. Provid. i. 4 (Patrol, cxxii.) ; Praef. iii. 7 ; vi. ; Blunt on the Fathers, 

Domer, i. no. p. 160^ seqq., 219, and Ser. ii. Lect 

d '^Certe antequam in Alexandria xo. 

qua-si daemonium meridianum Arius * PhilalethesCantabrigiensis (Bishop 

nasceretur, innocenter quadam et Kaye) in British Magazine, iv. 405-6 ; 

minus caute locuti sunt, et qua non Domer, i. 449. 

possint perversorum hominum calum- f Domer, i, 275. 

niam declinare." Hieron. adv. Rufin. ? Ib. 132, 409. See Liddon, Bsunp- 

ii. 17 (Patrol, xxiii.). Cf. Aug. de ton Lectures, No. vii 
Catech. Rud. 19 (Ibid, xl.) ; in Psalm 



Chap. V. a.d. 196-2x6. MONARCHIAN HERESIES. 



"7 



two different forms of heresy.^ In the one, the unity 
was rescued by denying the Godhead of the second and 
third Persons ; in the other, the names of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost were explained as merely denoting three 
different manifestations or aspects of one and the same 
Divine Person. 

The leader in the former error was Theodotus, a native 
of Byzantium, who, although by trade a currier, is de- 
scribed as a man of learning and accomplishment After 
having denied Christ in a time of persecution, when the 
brethren who had been arrested with him suffered 
martyrdom, he repaired to Rome, where at first he was 
well received ; and when the history of his lapse became 
known, he excused himself by sa3ring that he had denied 
not God, but man.^ Thus he was led into his heresy, 
which seems to have admitted the miraculous conception 
of our Lord, but regarded him as nothing more than a 
man guided by. a Divine influence.^ Similar opinions 
were soon after professed by Artemon, who appears to have 
been imconnected with Theodotus, but was popularly 
classed with him.* Artemon pretended that his doctrine 
was not only scriptural but primitive — that it had been 
held in the church of Rome until the time of Zephyrinus, 
whose episcopate began in the year 202 ; but it was not 
difficult to refute such a pretence by a reference to 
Scripture, to the hymns and liturgical forms of the 
church, to the writings of the earlier fathers, and to the 
fact that on account of a like doctrine Theodotus had 
been excommunicated by Victor.™ The Artemonites 



1» Novatlan. de Trin. c. 30 (PatroL 
iii.) ; Origen in Joh. t. iL 2 ; Neand. iL 
293 ; Domer, L 497. 

i Epiphan. liv. 3. 

^ Cave, Hist. Lit I 87 ; SchrOckh, 
iil 172 ; Domer, i. 503-4^ The mere 
humanity had been before maintained 
by the Ebionites (sup. p. 65); but 



Theodotus was the first GtntiU heresi- 
arch who held this tenet. 

I Giesel. I. i. 297. 

™ Baron. 196. 8 ; Tillem. iii. 78-100 ; 
Domer, i. 508. These grounds were 
alleged by the writer of the 'Little 
Labyrinth* (ap Euseb. v. 28), whom 
Baron von Bunsen and Bp. Words- 
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are described as students of mathematics and of the 
Aristotelian philosophy rather than of the Scriptures, 
which they treated in a very arbitrary way, each of their 
more noted teachers having a copy peculiar to himself." 
The other tendency which has been mentioned — that 
which regarded the names of the three Divine Persons as 
merely designating various aspects or operations of the 
one Deity — would appear to have existed as early as the 
days of Justin Martyr ;«* but it now for the first time 
found a distinct utterance in Praxeas. This man was 
an Asiatic, and, unlike Theodotus, had acquired by his 
constancy in persecution a degree of credit which was 
perhaps beyond his deserts, and was dangerous to the 
balance of his mind. We have already seen that he 
arrived at Rome when Victor or some other bishop was 
on the point of acknowledging the Montanists, and that 
by the information which his experience in Asia enabled 



worth identify with the author of the 
* Philosophumena, ' ascribing both 
works to Hippolytus, bishop of Portus. 
Neander (ii. 298) had conjectured that 
Zephyrinus might have found himself 
obliged to guard against Artemonism 
by some new formula ; but the Philo- 
sophumena (ix. 7) afford another ex- 
planation — that Zephyrinus inclined to 
the opposite heresy of Noetus. Thus 
we may understand why the writer of 
the ' Labyrinth ' contented himself with 
arguments which did not require him 
to vindicate, or in any way to notice, 
Zephyrinus. (Wordsworth's * Hippo- 
lytus,' 135-7.) Theodoret says that 
some ascribed the ' Labjointh ' to Ori- 
gan , but that the style proved it not to 
be his (Haer. ii. 5) ; others attributed 
it to Caius of Rome. (Phot. Bibl. 48.) 
Dr. Routh was the first to conjecture 
that Hippolytus was the author. Rel. 
Sac. ii. 143. [As all the writings as- 
cribed to Caius have now by general 
consent been transferred to Hippoly- 
tus, with the exception of the * Dialogue 



with Proclus the Montanist,' of which 
only a few fragments remsun. Dr. 
Lightfoot supposes this also to be the 
work of Hippolytus, and Caius to be 
merely the name of the orthodox inter- 
locutor in the dialogue. Journal of 
Philology, i. 102, Cambr. 1868.] 

" Labyrinth, ap. Euseb. v. 28. The 
writer tells a story of one Natalius, 
who, having acquired high repute as a 
confessor, was persuaded by the offer 
of a large stipend to give lustre to the 
sect of Artemonites by becoming a 
bishop among them. He was repeat- 
edly warned against this in dreams, 
but disregarded them, until at length 
he had a vision of angels, who inflicted 
on him a severe beating, of which the 
marks remained after he awoke. On 
showing these, and professing deep 
contrition, he was with some difficulty 
readmitted into the church. See Nean- 
der, ii. 298. 

° He indicates its existence in his 
Dial c Tryph. 128. Domer, i. 518. 
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him to give, backed by his influence as a confessor, he 
persuaded the bishop to reject them.P But this good 
service to the faith was soon followed by the publication 
of his heresy, which he professed to ground on a few 
texts — compelling the rest of Holy Scripture to bend to 
these.^i The sequel of his story is somewhat indistinct: 
it would seem that, after having been refuted at Rome, 
he passed over to Carthage, and it is said that he was 
there drawn into a recantation ;*" but perhaps this may 
have been no more than a disavowal of some tenets or 
inferences which were wrongly imputed to him." He 
afterwards again maintained his heresy ; when TertuUian, 
who is supposed to have been its chief opponent in the 
earlier stages, wrote the work against him which is our 
principal source of information on the subject.' 

It now appears that two other teachers of the same 
kind, who have usually been plac^ somewhat later, 
belong to the period embraced in this chapter — Noetus 
and Sabellius." The common account of Noetus hardly 
extends beyond the statements that he was of Ephesus 
or Smyrna; that, on venting his doctrines, he was 
questioned and excommunicated by the clergy of some 
Asiatic city; and that he died shortly after.* Of 

P p. 107 ; Tert. adv. Prax. i. From displeased vnth Praxeas for his good 
the fact that both Theodotus and and for his evil:— "Duo negotia dia- 
Praxeas at first met with a favourable boli Praxeas Romae procuravit ; pro- 
reception at Rome, Neander (ii. 296) phetiam expulit et haeresin intulit ; 
shows that the catholic doctrine as to Paracletum fugavit et Patrem cruci- 
the Logos ^ from which these heretics fixit." lb. 

varied on different sides, must have " Noetus is usually placed about 

been that which previously existed in 235, and Sabellius about 257 (256-270, 

the church, instead of being, as Baur according to Mr. Clinton, ii. 422). As 

supposes, devised by way of a compro- to Sabellius there had before been a 

mise between them. suspicion of error. See below, Ch. vl. 

*• Tert. adv. Prax. 20. ' lb. i. Tillemont would have placed Noetus 

*" Neand. ii. 302. about a.d. 200, but for the vague ati- 

* TertuUian is supposed to mean thority of Epiphanius, which he at- 

himself in saying that Praxeas was re- tempts to meet by proposing 220 as a 

futed at Rome, " per quem Deus vo- compromise, ii. 238. 

luit." (Adv. Prax. i.) He is equally * Epiph. Ivii. i. 
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Sabellius, personally, nothing was known except that he 
was a presbyter of the Libyan Pentapolis.y But the 
book which has been published as Origen*s * Philoso- 
phumena,' and which appears to be really the work of 
St. Hippolytus, bishop of Portus, at the mouth of the 
Tiber,* makes important additions to our information. 
It is there stated that Epigonus, a disciple of Noetus, 
repaired to Rome, and made a proselyte of one Cleo- 
menes, who opened a school of Noetianism ; * that 
Cleomenes won over Callistus, who had great influence 
with the bishop, Zephyrinus (a.d. 202-218); that the 
bishop, an " illiterate man and greedy of filthy lucre,'* 
w as bribed into licensing Cleomenes as a teacher, and at 
at length himself became his convert ; that Callistus 
endeavoured, by a crafty policy, to hold the balance 
between the heretics and the orthodox ; that, after suc- 



y Theod. Haer. ii. 9. * 

■ The title of ' Philosophumena ' 
properly belongs only to the earlier 
books, the general title being 'A Re- 
futation of all Heresies.' Book I. has 
been long known, and is in toL i. of 
De la Rue's edition of Origen (pp. 873, 
seqq.) Books II. and III. are lost. 
The remaining six books were published 
for the first time at Oxford, in 1851, by 
M. Enunanuel Miller, of Paris, from a 
MS. in the Biblioth^que Nationale — 
one of a number brought from a con- 
vent on Mount Athos in 1842. An im- 
proved text, with a Latin version, by 
Professors Schneidewin and Duncker 
has since appeared. (Gdttinj^en, 1859.) 
See vol. i. of Bunsen's 'Christianity 
and Mankind;' Bp. Wordsworth's * St. 
Hippolytus and his Age,' Lond. 1853 l 
DOllinger's 'Hippolytos und Kallistos,* 
Regensb. 1853 ; Cruice, 'Etudes sur 
dc nouveaux Documents Historiques,' 
Paris, 1853: Milman's 'Latin Chris- 
tianity,' i. 41 ; Churton's I*reface to 
Pearson's 'Vindicia Ignatianae,' p. 
xxvii. (cd. Anglo-Cath. Library); 



Pressens^, iii. 498-504. Dr. Barrow, 
late Principal of St. Edmtind Hall, 
Oxford, is said to have been the £istto 
ascribe the authorship to Hippolytus, 
who had, indeed, been supposed by 
some to have been the author of the 
book previously known. (See Harks, 
in Fabric. * Bibl. Gr.' vii. 227.) Plno- 
fiessor v. Ddllinger denies that Hiiq>o- 
lytus was bishop of Portus, and regards 
him as a presbyter, who set up as 
bishop of Rome in rivalry to Callistus 
(pp. 73, 101-4, &c.). Against this view 
(which is maintained with great learn- 
ing and ability) see a supplemental 
note in Dean Milman's first volume, 
and the article Hippolytus in Herzog. 
Mgr. Cruice (an Irish ecclesiastic, late 
bishop of Marseilles), supposes the 
book to have been written either by 
TertuUian (as to whom his argiunent 
seems exceedingly weak) or by Caius, 
whose name had also been suggested 
by other writers, but whose existence 
seems now to be doubtful. 

* It had usually been said, after 
Theodoret (Haer. iii. 3), that Noetus 
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ceeding Zephyriniis in the see^ (a.d. 218), he cast off 
. and excommunicated Sabeiliiis, whom he had before 
misled ; and that he founded a new party of *' Callis- 
dans," which combined laxity of discipline and morals 
with heretical doctrine.^ According to this account, 
then, it appears that both Sabelhus and some followers 
of Noetus were teaching at Rome in the early years of 
the third century. 

The kind of error which was common to Praxeas,** 
Noetus, and SabeUius, was capable of various forms. 
Thus, it might be held that the one Godhead dwelt in the 
man Jesus in such a way as to justify the name PcUripas- 
sian^ given to Praxeas by his opponents, who argued that, 
if there were no distinction of persons, the Father must be 
the same who suffered on the cross ; ® or that the names 
of the three Persons denote so many energies, emanating 
from the one Monad, and again to be absorbed into 
him after the fulfilment of their work.^ Noetus was more 
refined than Praxeas, and Sabellius than Noetus. Sabel- 
lius maintained that God is in himself the Monad ; that 
when revealed, he is "extended" into the Trinity.*^ 
He acknowledged three ** persons," but used the word 



was the pupil of Cleomenes, and he of 
Epigonus ; but on comparing the pas- 
sages (Wordsw. 3x4) it appears that 
llieodoret is mistaken. See Bunsen, 

i. 386. 

b See Wordsworth, 84-91. 

'' L. ix, 7-12; Wordsw. 226-275. This 
is supposed to throw light on a passage 
of Terttdlian which has caused much 
perplexity — *' Audio etiam edictiun 
esse propositiun, et quidem perempto- 
rium. Pontifex scilicet maximus, quod 
estepiscopusepiscoporum, edicit, 'Ego 
etmoechiaeet fomicationis delicta pocni- 
tentia functis dimitto.' O edictum, cui 
adscribi non potent Bonum factum I " 
&C. De Pudicitia, i. 

<^ It is very remarkable that St. 



Hippolytus, in his view of all the here- 
sies, makes no mention of Praxeas. 
[Hagemann would account for this 
by identifying him with Callistus. and 
supposing Praxeas to be a nickname.] 

* Tillem. iii. 75. 

f See Mosh. 688-699 J Newman on 
Arianism, 128, seqq. ; Giesel. 1. i. 299- 
300 : Domer, i. 696, seqq. 

*f Theod. Haer. ii. 9, 10. A passage 
in which St. Athanasius (Orat. iv. c. 
Arianos, 25) has been generally sup- 
posed to ascribe this opinion to Sabel- 
lius (as by Neander, ii. 319, and 
Doilinger, Hipp, u, Kail, 204) is re- 
ferred by Dr. Newman to Marcelius of 
Ancyra. Note in Athan. Discouri.es, 
543- 
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in a sense which may be termed merely dramatic — ^as 
meaning characters, assumed or represented. He illus- 
trated his idea by comparison with the three elements of 
man — body, soul, and spirit ; and with the threefold com- 
bination in the sun, of shape or substance, light, and heat.^ 
It does not appear that Praxeas was able to found a 
sect. Theodoret mentions Callistus as the successor of 
Noetus ; * and this teacher, of whose earlier life a very 
discreditable account is given in the ' Philosophumena,' 
is now, by means of that work, identified with a canon- 
ized bishop of Rome.^ But although the heresy, thus 
supported, flourished for a time, the Noetians or 
Callistians soon became extinct. The sect of Sabellians 
is said to have lasted into the fifth century.^ It was, 
however, never numerous ; and the significance of 
Sabellius' name is not as the founder of a separate body, 
but as indicating one of the tendencies into which 
speculation has run when exercised on the mystery of 
the Godhead. 



In this period we find that Christianity and heathen 
philosophy, in preparing for a continuation of their 
struggle, adopt something of each other's armour ; and 
Alexandria — a city of which the intellectual character 
has been already sketched in connexion with the origin 
of gnosticism — ^becomes the chief seat, both of philo- 
sophical Christianity and of the reformed paganism. If 



h Epiph. Ixii. x ; Neander, ii. 318- 
320 ; Domer, i. 703. Domer says (i. 
807) that Sab«lHanism was '* Docetism 
raised to a higher power" {i.e. it 
transferred to the Dimity that notion 
of unreal appearance which docetism 
connected with ^he Saviour's human 
body). 

» Hier. iii. 3. Comp. Wordsworth, 



133- 



ix. ZZ-Z2. In thepseudo-Isidorian 



decretals (as to which see hereafter, 
book v. c. i., sect, 4), Sylvester I. is 
represented as condemning Callistus 
for Sabelllanism, but without any sus- 
picion that he was pne of his own 
predecessors. Hard. i. 289, c. a. 

1 SchrSckh, iv. 168. They are men- 
tioned, and their baptism is rejected, 
in the seventh canon attributed to the 
second general council (a.d. 381). But 
that canon is spurious. 
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the gospel were to make its way on such ground, it was 
necessary that it should be presented in a shape attractive 
to men of learning and cultivation." The catechetical 
school of Alexandria is said by some writers to have 
existed even from the time of St. Mark ;" if so, it was 
probably at first nothing more than an institution for th(* 
teaching of catechumens — the name given to proselytes 
who were preparing for baptism. But about the middle 
of the second century it assumed a different character, 
and became a seminary for the training of clergy, and 
for completing the instruction of the most highly 
educated converts.® The mastership was held by a 
succession of eminent men, of whom the first that can 
be named with certainty was Pantsenus, a convert from 
the stoic philosophy.? Pantsenus is described by his 
pupil Clement ^ as superior to all his contemporaries ; 
St. Jerome ' tells us that he composed many commentaries 
on Scripture, but did still greater service to the church by 
his oral teaching. He is also celebrated as having 
undertaken a missionary journey into India* — a. name 
which has in this case been variously interpreted as 
meaning Hindostan, Arabia, and Ethiopia or Abyssinia.' 
Although the order of events in his life is uncertain, it 
has been generally supposed that Pantaenus presided 
over the catechetical school before this expedition, and 
that he resumed the mastership on his return." 



" Giesel. I. i. 3x9. 

" Hieron. de W. niustr. 36. 

'^ Bingham, III. x. 5; Mosh^^ajj; 
Schr5ckh, iii. 187 ; Matter, ' Ek»le 
d'Alexandrie/ L sz8, seqq. ; Neand. ii. 
227. 

I' Euseb. V. zo. As to Athenagoras, 
see above, p. 47. 

** Sec below, n. ^. 

' Dc W. lUustr. 36. 

^ Euseb. V. zo. Tlllemont (iii. Z73) 
dates it about Z89 ; Gieseler (I. I z6i), 



about 180. Mr. Qinton says that it 
was "not before " a.d. 190. 

' See Mosh. 206-7, who, with 
Neander(i. zzi-12) and Gieseler, under- 
stands Arabia to be meant; and, since it 
is stated by Eusebius that Pantaenus 
found a Gospel of St. Matthew in 
Hebrew letters, which had been left by 
the apostle St. Bartholomew, Mosheim 
supposes that those who invited him 
must have been Jewish Christians. 

" See note on St Jerome, de VV. 
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His successor was Clement — usually styled after the 
])lace of his residence, although* he was probably a 
native of Athens.* Clement had been converted to the 
faith after reaching manhood, and had then travelled 
through various countries in search of wisdom, until at 
length he found satisfaction in the teaching of Fantsenus.^ 
After having presided over the school for some years, he 
was driven from his post by the persecution of Sevenis. 
Of his after life it is only known that he sojourned in 
Cappadocia and at Jerusalem 3 but he is supposed to 
have returned to Alexandria, and to have died there about 
the year 220.* 

By these men a new system of thought was introduced 
into the church. The earlier Christians, for the most 
part, had viewed all heathen philosophy through the 
medium of the dislike occasioned by its opposition to 
the gospel ; a large party of them had referred its origin 
to the devil,* or to the angels who fell through their love 
for the "daughters of men." ^ Clement, however, claims 
for philosophy a far diflferent source. It is, he says, 
"the gift of God," "a work of Divine providence ;"<^ it 
had been given to the Greeks, even as the law was to 
the Jews, and for like purposes ; it had been necessary 
for their justification before Christ came, and was still to 
be regarded as a preparative for the gospel ; and, if 
rightly imderstood, was compatible with it.<* And by 



lUustr. (Patrol, xxii. 653); Cave, 
Hist. Lit. i. 84. Archdeacon Evans 
thinks that he did not become master 
of the school \intil after his mission, 
i. 293. 

» Tillem. iii. 181. 

y Clem. Strom, i. i, p. 3*2, and 
notes; Enseb. v. 11; Kaye -on Cle- 
ment, 113. 

■ Tillem. iii. 183 ; Giesel. I. i. 314. 

* Clem. Strom, vi. 8, p. 773. 

b Mosh. 278-9; Kaye, 119. Tertul- 



lian (De Praescr. 7) expresses himself 
very strongly as to the incompatibility 
of philosophy with Christian faith. See 
Gieseler, I. i. 345 ; vi. 57. Clement 
himself thinks that secrets were com- 
municated by tKe angels who loved 
the daughters of men. Strom, v. i 
p. 670. 

^ Strom, i. i, p. 327 ; L 2. 

d Strom, i. 5, p. 331 ; vii. 3, p. 839 ; 
Mosh. 275 ; Kaye, 116^ 337-8^ 428. 
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philosophy^ he declares, was not here meant the system 
of any sect in particular, but "the eclectiCy which embodies 
whatsoever is well said by each of the sects in teaching 
righteousness and religious knowledge ; '* while he would 
distinguish the truth thus conveyed from the human 
reasonings with which it is adulterated.* He maintains 
that all learning may be sanctified and turned to good ; 
that the cultivation of it is necessary in order to confute 
the sophistries of false philosophy/ He labours to 
vindicate the claim of the "barbarians" to philosophical 
knowledge,*^ to identify the doctrines of philosophy with 
those of Scripture, and to derive the wisdom of the 
Greeks from the sacred oracles of the Hebrews.** 

In these opinions there was much that savoured of 
gnosticism ; but the more orthodox Alexandrian school 
differed from the Gnostics by denying the alleged opposi- 
tion between faith and knowledge, and maintaining that 
faith must lie under all Christian knowledge, in ever}' 
stage of the spiritual and intellectual progress.* They 
held that the work of Christian philosophy was to unfold 
to knowledge the meaning of the truths which had been 
embraced by faith : that while faith receives its doctrines 
from tradition, knowledge must be able to prove them 
from Scripture.^ The term gnostic was adopted by the 
Alexandrians to denote the highest Christian character.* 
Of Clement's three chief extant works, which form a 
series rising one above another, while the first (the 
* Exhortation to the Gentiles * ) is addressed to persons 

* Strom. L 7, p. 338. Comp. vi. 7, philosophy— which is supposed to be 

p. 768, and Newman on Arianism, 91- an allusion to St. John x. 8. Strom, 

a, 98. ii. z, imt., and note. 

f Strom. L 9 ; L 27, p. 337 ; vi. xo. * Clem. Paedag. i. 6, pp. 117, seqq. ; 

' lb. L 14-16 ; vi. 8, p. 774. Strom. iL 6, p. 445. 

"^ Cohort, ad Gentes, 6, p. 60 ; ^ Strom, vii. 10, p. 866 ; Neand. iL 

Strom, i. as ; ij. 18 ; vi. a, seqq. He 228-331. 

says that Scripture charges the Greeks 1 Strom, i. 13. 
with being " thieves" di the barbaric 
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without the church, and the second (the ' Pedagogue') 
( ontains moral instruction for converts, the third, which 
from its miscellaneous character has the title of " Stro- 
inata" (Tapestry-work),°* is intended to portray the 
( haracter of the perfect gnostic, and, by supplying 
instruction which might satisfy the highest desires of the 
intellect, to preser\'e from the " knowledge falsely so 
called '' of such teachers as Basilides and Valentinus. 

The combination of philosophy with the gospel led, 
however, to some very questionable results. In Clement's 
own hands — -especially if we may trust the accounts 
which are given of a lost work entitled * Hypotyposes'** 
— it appears to have sometimes gone beyond the bounds 
of orthodoxy ; and, when taken up by Origen and others, 
it became yet more decidedly dangerous.® 

The most lasting of the evils which this school intro- 
duced into the church was its license of figurative 
interpretation in explaining Holy Scripture. For this 
Alexandria was a congenial soil ; there it had been 
employed on the Old Testament to an immoderate 
extent by the Jew Philo:P and the. epistle which is 
ascribed to St. Barnabas, and in which this method is 
perhaps carried as far as in any Christian writing, was 
probably the work of an Alexandrian convert from 
Judaism. But whereas the figurative interpretation had 
hitherto been an unregulated practiccj it was now reduced 
to method. Scripture, it was said, has three senses — the 
historical, the moral, and the mystical ; and the first of 

'" The title is explained, 1. iv. c. 2. Lectures,* ii. 14-20. On Clement's 

** Phodus, Biblioth, 109. Baron v. almost docetic language {f.g. Strom. 

Bunsen supposes the so-called eighth vi. 9, p. 775) see Neand. ii. 370 ; 

book of the 'Stromata' and the '£lx- Hagenb. i. 169; Redepenning's 'Ori- 

cerpu ex Theodoto,' to be parts of the genes/ L 442 ; Giesel. vi. 442. 

* Hypotyposes.' Analecta Antenicaena, P See GfrSrer, i. 59-61. Origen 

t. i. highly praises Philo. Adv. Ceisum, 

° Mosh. 274 ; Neander, ii. 245 ; iv. 51. 
Gieseler, I. i. 322 ; Merivalc, * Boyle 
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these was treated as if it were merely subservient to the 
others.*! There was something in the system attractive 
at once to ingenuity of speculation and to a pious 
feeling of the depth of God's word ; but the effect too 
commonly was that, instead of seeking for the real 
meaning of each passage, men set themselves to discover 
some fanciful analogy to ideas which they had derived 
from other parts of Scripture, or from altogether different 
sources. The historical sense was left out of sight, or even 
denied ; the moral sense was often perverted ; ' nor can 
an unprejudiced reader open any work in which this 
kind of interpretation is followed without feeling how 
utterly unlike it is, in its general character, to those 
scriptural instances of figurative interpretation which its 
advocates allege as precedents for it. The facilities which 
it afforded for pretending to prove anything whatever 
from Scripture must no doubt have contributed to render 
it popular; both in the church and among sectaries.* In 
our own time, while an unhappy attempt has been made 



^ Origen in Levit. v. 5 ; Mosh. 629, 
seqq. 

' The following comment on St. 
Matt. L 6, which has the authority of 
St. Ambrose, St. Augustine, and many 
others, may be cited as an instance : — 
" Mystically, David is Christ. Urias, 
i.e. ' God is my light,' bthe devil, who 
says, ' I will be Uke the Highest ' (Is. 
xiv. 14). To him the church was 
married, when Christ on the throne of 
the Majesty of His Father loved her, 
and, having made her beautiful, united 
her to Himself in wedlpck. Or Urias 
is the Jewish nation, who through the 
Law boasted of their light. From them 
Christ took away the Law, having 
taught it to speak of Himself. Bersa- 
bee is the * well of satiety,' that is, the 
abundance of spiritual grace." (Gloss 
quoted in the *C;;atena Aurea,' i. 28, 
Ox£ 1841 ; Ambros. Apol. pro. Dav. 



3: Aug. c. Faust, xxii. 87; Raban. 
Maur. in loc., Patrol, cvii. 734.) 
Augustine, indeed, says, "Iste qui- 
dem David graviter sceierateque pec- 
cavit ; " but it would not be easy to 
bring the interpretation under the prin- 
ciple which he lays down (ibid. 83), — 
"Quae ad significandum scribuntur, 
nihil refert in moribus facientium quam 
laudem reprehensionemve mereantur, 
St mode habeant aliquant ret, <U qua 
agitur^ mcessariam prafigurandi 
congruentiam. " In the hands of Latin 
writers the mystical system was liable 
to additional abuse, inasmuch as their 
interpretations were often founded on 
misconstruction of Greek as well as of 
Hebrew words. 

* Cf. Maitland, 'Eruvin,' ed. 2. p. 
27. It had been much used by the 
Valentinians. Iren. i. 3 ; L 8 ; ii. 24. 



128 



ALEXANDRIAN SCHOOL. 



Book L 



to revive it in the English church, it has been turned to 
a very diflferent account by the German school which 
would resolve the Scripture narrative into a series of fables. 
These writers claim Origen and his brother allegorists as 
iheir own forerunners ; for why (they ask) should such 
violence have been done to Scripture in the way of 
allegorical interpretation, but that the fathers felt its 
literal sense to be absurd, incredible, and revolting?* 

In common with some heathen sects, with the school 
of Philo, and with the Gnostics, the Alexandrians pro- 
fessed to possess a higher and more mysterious knowledge 
of religious things, derived from tradition, and hidden 
from those who were not worthy to receive it" By the 
system which in later times has been styled the " disci- 
pline of the secret *' * was not meant that concealment of 
the higher doctrines and rites which was practised towards 
the heathen, and was in part continued towards the con- 
verts who were in training for baptism ; y but, as appears 
from the hints given by Clement, the matters which it 
held in reserve were philosophical explanations of Chris- 
tian doctrine, and precepts for the formation of the 
perfect Gnostic* He compares the discipline to with- 



' See the Introduction to Strauss' 
'Lebcn Jesu,' and comp. Evans, i. 

304-9- 

" Clem. Strom, i. 12 ; vii. lo, p. 
865. Tertullian (De Praescr. 22) 
strongly denies the existence of such 
secret tradition. See Kaye on 
Clement, 363 ; on Tertullian, 31-3, 

234-5- 

* This term appears to have been 
first used by G. T. Meier, in a book 
published a.d. 1679. Giesel. I. i, 354; 
Rothe in Herzog, L 469. 

y This, however, is what Rothe un- 
derstands under the name in his trea- 
tise 'De Discipl. Arcani' (Heidelb. 
1841) — and in his article Arcan-Dis- 
cipiin in Herzog's Encyclopaedia, dis- 



tinguishing it from ' Theologia Arcana,' 
P- 3. 

« Mosh. 303, seqq. ; Kaye on Clem. 
362. The idea of some Romish con- 
troversialists, that the later' i>eculiar- 
ities of their system had been preserved 
in the early church by the ** disciplina 
arcani," Appears to be now; abandoned 
in favour of the " development " theory. 
See Bingham, X. x. 1 ; SchrSckh, iv. 
373 ; Philalethes Cantabrigiensis (Bp. 
Kaye), in British Magazine, iv. 4oa-3 ; 
Archer Butler on Development, 12 ; 
Ritter in Herzog, i. 469. On the dif- 
ference between Clement's system of 
reserve and that of the fourth century, 
see Gieseler, I. i. 355. 
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holding a knife from children out of fear lest they should 
cut themselves.* This method is supposed to have 
originated not long before the time of Clement, and it 
was impossible that it should last. While we admit a 
Legitimate use of discretion in communicating religious 
knowledge, we cannot but see that in this kind of reserve 
there were great dangers ; and in the hands of the 
Alexandrians it undoubtedly led to a system of equivo- 
cation towards the uninitiated which was injurious to 
truth and to morality.^ 

The opposition on the side of heathen philosophy 
which has been mentioned was carried on by the Neo- 
platonic school — ^founded at Alexandria in the reign of 
Severus, by Ammonius, who, from having been a porter 
in early life, was styled SaccaSy or the Sack-carrier. <=. 
Although his doctrine professed to be a continuation of 
Platonism, it was not only mixed with tenets from other 
Grecian systems, but also contained a strong Egyptian 
element ; ^ and it was especially remarkable for the new- 
views which it opened on the subject of heathen religion. 
Hitherto Platonists had been content to maintain the 
popular system outwardly, while they taught a more 
refined doctrine to their disciples; but now paganism 
was to be itself reformed ; it was to be explained as a 
scheme of purer and deeper character, so that either the 
way might be paved for a combination with tlie gospel, 
or a position might be gained for effectively resisting its 
advances.® The Neoplatonists admitted that Christianity 

* Strom, i- x, p. 324. See Blunt on pared for the gospel, and yet became 
the Fathers, 171. its bitter enemy. See too Hampden, 

b Giesel. i. 319-20. Bampt. Lect., Serm. I. ; DOllinger, 

*= Ttllem. iii. 279. ' Heidenth. u. Judenth.' 300-2 ; Schaff, 

d Mosh. 293. x55-<5o : and on Neoplatonisni, Pres- 

* Giesd . I. i. 250-4. Neander (i. sens^, iv. 35-64. 
46-7) well shows how Platonism pre- 

VOL. I. 9" 
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contained great truths, but asserted that in it these were 
obscured by barbarism, and that the old traditionary 
religion, if freed from popular corruptions and rightly 
understood, would be found to exhibit them in a purer 
form.*^ Christ himself was classed with sages of the first 
rank ; it was said that his object had been to reform 
reHgion; that his own views had agreed with those of 
the Neoplatonists, but that his followers had corrupted 
his system by spurious additions — among which were 
the doctrines of his Godhead and mediation, and the 
prohibition of worshipping the gods.« Neoplatonism 
had much in common with some forms of gnosticism; 
it aimed at uniting the wisdom of all ages and of all 
nations in one comprehensive scheme ; and in order to 
effect the union it had recourse to many strange evasions 
and forced constructions. ^ It laid down the doctrine of 
one supreme God, and acknowledged the Platonic Tri- 
nity, consisting of the One, his Intelligence (vov^), and 
his Soul {ylrvxvy ^^ subordination to these, it held the 
existence of many inferior gods and demons, the minis- 
ters of the Supreme ; and it represented the vulgar poly- 
theism as a corruption of this truth. *^ With the loftier 
doctrines of the sect were combined much fanciful super- 



*" Giesel. I. i. 254 ; Ozanain, * Civil. 
Chi^t. au 5ine Si^cle,' i. 127, seqq. 
" Clemens afiGumed that truth was dis- 
pereed in different portions through 
most of the stories of the pagan mytho- 
logy and the several sects of philo- 
sophy, and that the great error of the 
heathens consisted principally in this, 
— that each nation, party, and sect, 
having but a portion of truth, and some 
of them a very small portion of it, per- 
suaded themselves that they possessed 
the whole : whereas Ammonius is said 
to have affirmed that each sect and 
party would be found to be possessed 
of all the most important doctrines of 
true religion, if their principles, tenets, 



and mythologies were properly inter- 
preted." Morgan on the Trinity of 
Plato, p. X2X, ed. Holden, Camb. 

1853- 

8 Augustin. de Civ. Dei, XIX. 
xxiii. 2, 4 (quoting a lost work of 
Porphyry) ; De Consensu 'Evang. i. 7, 

9. 34. 

h Mosh. 283 ; Tzschimer, 424 ; W. 
A. Butler, * Lectures on Ancient Philo- 
sophy,' ii. 359. 

i Plotin. Ennead. V. I 10 (p. 491, A. 
ed. Basil, 1580); Butler, ii. 354-6; 
Ozanam, i. 129. See Pressense', iv. 
6a. 

k Mosh. 284, 292; Giesel. I. i 
asx-2. 
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1 and a devotion to theurgical practices. Its prac- 
precepts were severe ; an ascetic life was required 
ier to emancipation from the bonds of sense, to the 
sition of power over spirits, and to union with the 



r m 



Qmonius was originally a Christian, and it has been 
tained by some that, notwithstanding the character 
> oral and secret teaching, he remained to the end 
tward communion with the church." It is, however, 
commonly believed that he openly lapsed into 
lenism. Among his pupils were both Christians 
)agans; of the former, Origen was the most eminent; 
among the latter he may be said to have founded a 
sty of teachers, which included Plotinus, Porphyry, 
lamblichus.® It may be easily understood that a 
m so comprehensive as Neoplatonism had strong 
:tions for persons perplexed by the controversies of 
tians with pagans, of orthodox with heterodox, and 
lilosophical sects with each otlier. It soon almost 
seded every other form of heathen philosophy ; it 
1 imtil the sixth century ; and in it the gospel found 
lost subtle and the most formidable of its adversaries.? 



osh. 289 ; Tzschirner, 436 ; Gie- 
i. 253; Pressens^, iv. 44, 55, 

rphjrry is contradicted by Euse- 
. ig), for stating that Ammo- 
ifter becoming a philosopher, 

Christianity. But, although 
IS (334. sX Tlllemont (iii. 279), 
ve (JL X09), adhere to Eusebius, 
(ayle appears unexpectedly on 
.de(art. A^tmonius), and Dr. 
in is inclined to agree with 
'Arians,' 113),— and although 
m, after having maintained the 
y, came over to the same 

(381-3), — it is generally sup- 
that Eusebius was mistaken. 



and confounded Saccas with another 
Ammonius. Brucker, ii. 307-9 ! 
SchrOckh, iii. 390; Heinichen, not. 
in Euseb. t iL 303 ; Burton, ii. 293 ; 
Neand. iL 464 ; Giesel. I. i. 251 ; Fabri- 
cius, Bibl. Gr. v. 101-3. See too J. 
W. Donaldson, * Hist, of Gr. Litera- 
ture,' iii. 184-6. 

^ miem. iii. 383-4; Mosh. 381; 
Giesel. I. L 251. Plotinus, however, 
settled at Rome, and there was no 
eminent teacher of the sect at Alex- 
andria after the founder's death. New- 
man on Arianism, 1x9 ; GfrOrer, L 453, 
seqq. 

P Mosh. 281 ; SchrOckh, iii. 397. 
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But the very refinement of the system unfitted it for 
obtaining a hold on the mass of mankind ; and the 
living conviction of the truth of the old religions was 
gone for ever. ^ 



CHAPTER VI. 

FROM AI^feXANDER SEVERUS TO VALERIAN. 

A.D. 222-260. 

Elagabalus was succeeded in 222 by his cousin Alex- 
ander Severus, a boy of sixteen. The young emperor was 
inclined to favour the Christians, partly through the influ- 
ence of his mother, Mammsea, who, notwithstanding her 
acknowledged vices of avarice and ambition, is described 
both by heathen writers and by Eusebius as a "very devout 
woman." * Alexander had many Christians in his house- 
hold.^ In appointing to civil offices he adopted a rule 
observed by the church in ordinations — that the names, 
of candidates should be publicly exhibited, and that an 
opportunity of objecting to them should be allowed.*^ He 
frequently used the evangelical maxim of" doing to others 
as we would that they should do to us," and caused it to 
be inscribed on the walls of his palace, and of other public 
buildings.^ When a piece of land, which had been re- 



^ Tzschirner, 473-4 ; Milman, il ^ Lampr. 45. 

339. d ** Qiiod a quibusdam sive Judads 

* OeoaePetrrdTri Kal eiJ\a/3i^j sive Christianis audicrat . . . 'Quod 

(Euseb. vi. ai). " Mulier sancta sed tibi fieri non vis, alteri ne feceris.*** 

avara, et auri atque argenti cupida." (Lampr. 51.) In this negative fonn 

Lamprid. Vit Alex. 15 the maacim is found not only in the 

b Eus'eb. vi. 28. Talmud, but (as Gibbon, v. 287, ob- 
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garded as common, was taken by a Christian congrega- 
tion as a site for a church, and the company of victuallers 
at Rome set up a rival claim, he adjudged it to the 
Christians, on the ground that any kind of religious use 
would be better than the conversion of it into a tavern.*^ 
Nay, it is said that he thought of enrolling Christ among 
the gods, and erecting a temple to him.*^ 

It is, however, a mistake to suppose either the emperor 
or his mother to have been a Christian.* Mammaja's 
interest in the gospel appears to have really not extended 
beyond a slight inquiry into its doctrines and a favourable 
opinion of its professors. Alexander's religion was eclec- 
tic : he had in his oratory images, not only of Roman 
gods, including such of his predecessors as had been 
deified, but of Isis and Serapis, of Orpheus, Abraham, 
and Apollonius of Tyana ; and with these was associated 
the image of the Saviour.^ It is evident, therefore, that 
the emperor did not regard Christianity as the one true 
religion, but as one of many forms, all acceptable to the 
Deity, all containing somewhat of truth, and differing 
only in outward circumstances; that he revered its 
Founder, not as Divine, but as one worthy to be ranked 
among the chief of the sages who have enlightened and 
benefited mankind.* Nor, although the Christians were, 
on the whole, practically tolerated in this reign, was any- 
thing done towards the establishment of a formal and 
legal toleration ; indeed there were some instances of per- 



serves) in Isocrates. The Christian 
maxim, however, is positive— a very 
important difference. See Guizot, 
note on Gibbon, in loc., and Tholuck, 
'Ausleg. der Bergpredigt,' ed. 3, p. 
436. We may ask, then,— (i) Is 
Lampridius right in saying that Alex- 
anider used the negative form ? (2) If 
so, did he derive it (rom a Christian 
source 



* Lampr. 49. This was the origin 
of the church of St. Mary in Trastevere 
— ^which, however, did not receive its 
present name until long after. 

{ Ibid. 43. 

8f Tillemont vainly tries to believe 
this as to Mammaea. Hist, des £mp. 
iii. 279. 

h Lampr. 29. 

i Mosh. 465 ; Milman, iL 230-1. 
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secution and martyrdom, and it was probably under Alex- 
ander that the celebrated lawyer Ulpian, in his book * On 
the duties of a Proconsul/ made an elaborate digest of 
the laws against the profession of the gospel.^ 

The estimable but somewhat weak Alexander was mur- 
dered in 235 ; and the Christians suffered at the hands of 
his successor, Maximin the Thracian, for the favour which 
they had lately enjoyed. The barbarian emperor's mo- 
tives for persecution were wholly independent of religion ; 
for of that, in any form, he was utterly regardless — ^melt- 
ing down for his own use the gold and silver ornaments 
of heathen temples, and even the images of the gods. 
His rage was directed against such Christians only as had 
been connected with the court, among whom Origen was 
especially noted. But about the same time earthquakes 
in several provinces afforded a pretext for popular risings ; 
and in these tumultuary outbreaks churches were burnt 
and many Christians were put to death.*" 

The reign of Gordian (a.d. 238-244) and that of 
Philip the Arabian (a.d. 244-249) were friendly to the 
church. Origen, writing under the latter, says that God 
had given the Christians the free exercise of their religion, 
and anticipates the conversion of the empire ; ° — a new 
idea, remarkably opposed to the tone of the earlier 
Christian writers, who had always regarded the Roman 
power as incurably hostile and persecuting, — as an op- 
pression from which there could be no hope of deliverance 
except through the coming of the end.® Under Philip, 
Rome completed the thousandth year from its foundation ; 

* 

and it has been dwelt on by many writers as 
A.D. 248. , , , . 1 / 1 • 

a remarkable circumstance, that this event 

took place under an emperor whom they suppose to have 

k Lactant. Div. Instit. v. ii. Tillem. Erap. iii. 271, 281 ; Gibbon, i. 

Gieseler places Ulpian's digest under 182-3, 571. 

Caracalla. I. x. 258. " Adv. Cels. vii. 26 ; viii. f 3. 

™ Euseb. vi. 28; Baron. 237. 4-7; ** 'Neand. i. 779. 
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been a Christian.P The games and rites with which it was 
celebrated, however, were purely heathen in character; and, 
although it seems to be true that both Philip and his wife 
received letters from the great Christian teacher Origen,^ 
there is little reason for supposing that the emperor's 
guilty life was combined with a belief in the gospel.' 
Towards the end of the reign there was a persecution at 
Alexandria, s 

Decius is memorable as the first emperor who attempted 
to extirpate the Christian religion by a general a.d. 249- 
persecution of its professors.* His edicts are 251. 
lost ; but the records of the time exhibit a departure from 
the system which had been usually observed by enemies 
of the church since the days of Trajan. The authorities 
now sought out Christians ; the legal order as to accusa- 
tions was neglected ; accusers ran no risk ; and popular 
clamour was admitted instead of formal information." 

The long enjoyment of peace had told unfavourably on 
the church. Cyprian in the west and Origen in the east 



P £.£". Euseb. Chron. (Patrol, xxvii. 
645); Orosius, vii. 20 Ob. xxxi.X 

9 Euseb. vi. 36. 

' See Huet, *Origeniana,' I. iii. 12, 
(ap. Grig. t. iv.) .The story of Philip's 
having been excluded from the paschal 
solenmities by Babylas, bishop of 
Antioch, until he had submitted to 
penance for his sins (Chron. Paschal., 
A.D. 253), is for the most part rejected 
by r^ent writers. Eusebius mentions 
it only as a current tradition, and does 
not name the bishop (vl 34) ; while St. 
Chrysostom (Hom. ii. de S. Bab. t. ii. 
p. 545) names the bishop, but not the 
emperor, who, according to others, was 
Numerian (Acta SS., Jan. 24, pp. 185, 
187, 190). See Pagi, iii. 588-9 ; Bayle, 
art. Baby las ^ note C. ; Muratori An- 
nali, A.D. 24s ; SchrSckh, iv. 13 ; Bur- 
ton, ii. 2x5 ; Neand. i. 176 ; Clinton, ii, 
51-3. But Tillemont (Emp. iii. 300-3, 



40Z-2) is doubtful, and Mosheim (476) 
takes the opposite side ; while Niebuhr 
(Lectures, ed. Schmitz, iii. 320-1) does 
not altogether reject the idea of Philip's 
having been a Christian, or even the 
accoimt of his penance, but suggests 
that he may have been a catechumen 
until just before his death, and may 
then have been baptized. 

■ From a misunderstanding of Diony- 
sius (ap. Euseb. vi. 41), it has been 
said that this i)ersecution was insti- 
gated by a "poet and soothsayer." 
But Bishop Pearson points out that 
the words fJidvTis Kal iroti;rf;s are to 
be connected with KaKtav, and mean 
"malorum vates et auctor." Annales 
Cyprianici, p. 11, in Fell's Cyprian, 
Oxf. 1683. 

t Mosh. 478 ; Rettberg's ' Cypria- 
nus,' GStting. 1831, p. 7. 

" Mosh. 481. 
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sp-eak of the secular spirit which had crept in among its 
members — of the pnde, the luxury, the covetousness of 
the higher clerg}* : of the careless and irreligious lives of 
the people. * And when, as Origen had foretold, a new 
seascn of trial came, the effects of the general relaxation 
v.- ere sadly displayed. On being sunmioned, in obedience 
to the emperor's edict, to appear and offer sacrifice, 
multitudes of Christians in e>-ery city rushed to the fonim 
— some induceti by fear of confiscation, some by a wish 
to retain offices in the public ser\ice, some by dread of 
tomires, some bv the entreaties of firiends and kindred ; 
it seemed, says St Q'prian, as if they had long been 
eager to find an opportunity for disowning their faith.y 
The persecution was especially directed against the bishops 
aiui clerg}'. Among its \'ictims were Fabian of Rome, 
Eabylas of Antioch, and Alexander of Jerusalem^ while 
in the lives of other eminent men (as C)^rian, Origen, 
Gregory Thaumaturgus, and Dionysius of Alexandria) the 
period is marked by exile or other sufferings.* The chief 
object, however, was not to inflict death on the Chris- 
tians, but to force them to recantation. With this view 
they were subjected to tortures, imprisonment, and want 
of food ; and under such trials the constancy of many 
gave way.* Many withdrew into volimtary banishment; 
among these was Paul, a young man of Alexandria, who 
took up his abode in the desert of the Thebaid, and is 
celebrated as the first Christian hermit.^ The violence 
of the persecution did not last above a year ; for in the 
end of 251 Decius was killed in battle with the Goths,^ 

^ Cypr. de Lapsis, 5-6 ; Grig, in ^ Hieron. Vita Pauli, i, 4. (Patrol. 

Josu., Horn. vii. 6; in Matth. Horn. xxiii.) It is, however, questioned 

X. 2 ; adv. Cels. viii. 44. whether Paul was the first to inuo- 

y Euseb. vi. 41 ; Cypr. de Lapsis, duce among Christians that idea of a 

8 ; Tillem. iii. 314-8. solitary and contemplative life which 

« Euseb. vi. 39 ; Baron. 253. had been common in other religions. 

^ Cypr. Ep. vii. 1 ; Tillem. iii. 312 ; Mosh. 669. 

Mosh. 481. *^ Gibbon, i. 764. 
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and the short reign of Gallus passed away without in- 
jury to the Christians, except that in some 
provinces they suflfered from the outrages of ' ' ^ '^' 
the populace, who charged them with having caused a 
plague which for fifteen years afflicted the empire.^ 

Valerian, the successor of Gallus, is described by 
Dionysius of Alexandria as having for a time a.d. 253- 
been more favourable to the church than even 260. 
those among his predecessors who had been reputed 
Christians — words which are supposed to designate Alex- 
ander, and either Philip or Mammaea.® But in his fifth 
year the emperor changed his policy, at the instigation 
of Macrianus, his chief adviser, who is said to have been 
connected with Egyptian magicians/ At first it was 
thought that the gospel might be suppressed by removing 
the teachers of the church, and forbidding its members 
to hold assemblies for worship, or to resort to the ceme- 
teries.sf Finding, however, that these measures had no 
decided effect, Valerian issued a second edict, by which 
it was ordered that the clergy should be put to death ; 
that senators and knights should be deprived 
of their dignities and property, and, if they ^^' ^5 • 
persisted in the faith, should be capitally punished ; that 
women of rank should suflfer confiscation of property and 
be sent into banishment^ But even this edict did not 
enact any penalty against persons of inferior condition, 
so that the great mass of Christians would seem to have 
been unmolested by its operation. Valerian's attempt to 
check the progress of the gospel was utterly ineffectual. 
The church had been purified and strengthened by her 
late calamities, so that there were now few instances of 

d Pearson, Annal. Cyprian. A.n. f Dion. 1. c. ; Mosh. 552 ; Gibbon, 

25a. X. ; Tillem. Emp. iii. 385 ; Pagi, L 572. 

ill. 23. ^ Acta Proconsul. S. Cypriani, c. x 

' Dion. ap. Euseb. vii. 10. Sec (Patrol, iii. 1500) : Mosh. 551-3. 

Clinton, ii. 51. h Cypr. Ep. 80. 
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a])ostasy such as those which had been so common under 
Decius. The faith and patience of the martyrs animated 
their surviving brethren, and impressed many of the 
heathen ; bishops, when driven from their flocks, were 
followed by multitudes of believers ; and in the places of 
their exile they found opportunities for spreading the 
doctrine of Christ among people to whom it was before 
unknoi^Ti.* 

Dionysius applies to Valerian the Apocalyptic descrip- 
tion of the beast to whom was given V a mouth speaking 
great things and blasphemies," with "power to continue 
forty and two months."^ After having lasted three years 
and a half, the persecution was ended by the 
capture and death of the emperor in Persia — 
a calamity and disgrace without example in the Roman 
annals. Among the martyrs under Valerian were Xystus, 
bishop of Rome, with his deacon, Laurence ; and Cyprian, 
bishop of Carthage. 

Of the eminent men of this period, those who most 
especially claim our notice are Origen, Dionysius of 
Alexandria, and Cyprian. 

I. Origen was born at Alexandria about the year 185, 
and from his childhood was carefully trained, both in 
literature and in religion, by his father, Leonides, who was 
a Christian, and by profession a teacher of rhetoric.^ He 
daily learnt by heart a portion of the Scriptures, and thus 
laid the foundation of his extraordinary biblical know- 
ledge, and also of that reverence for the sacred writings 

i Mosh. 556 ; SchrQckh, iv. 233. that Leonides was not converted untU 

k (Rev. xiii. 5) ; Dion. ap. Euseb. after the birth of his son. But £n- 

vii. 10. numerable instances prove that the 

1 Euseb. vL a ; Clinton, a.d. 185 ; early Christians did not proscribe 

Redepenning's 'Origenes,' Bonn, 1846, names derived from those of heathen 

i. 44. From the name Origen— Son of deities. Huet, * Origeniana/ L i. 2 ; 

Or^ or Hortis — it has been inferred Redep. i. 45. 
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which controlled him in all the wanderings of his specu- 
lations. The tendency of his mind was early shown by 
the questions which he put to his father as to the meaning 
of Scripture — endeavouring to discover a sense beyond 
that which lay on the surface. Leonides, although him- 
self no enemy to the deeper system of interpretation, 
discouraged such inquiries as unsuitable to his son's 
years ; but his heart was filled with joy and thankfulness 
on account of the rare gifts which appeared in the boy."* 
While his father was yet alive, Origen studied at the cate- 
chetical school, under the mastership of Clement, and 
there formed a friendship \sdth Alexander, afterwards 
bishop of Jerusalem, which had an important influence on 
his later career.** 

The persecution of Severus was especially violent at 
Alexandria, and Leonides was one of the victims. Origen 
was eager for martyrdom, and was saved only through 
the care of his mother, who, after having vainly en- 
deavoured to dissuade him from exposing himself to 
danger, compelled him to remain at home by hiding his 
clothes. Being thus prevented from sharing his father's 
sufferings, the youth displayed his zeal by a fervent letter 
to Leonides while in prison, exhorting him not to be shaken 
in his constancy by a regard for those whom he was to 
leave behind him.® As the death of Leonides was ac- 
companied by the seizure of his property, the widow with 
her seven children fell into deep distress. Origen, who 
was the eldest of the seven, was compassionately received 
into the house of a wealthy Christian lady ; but in this 
asylum he was annoyed by the presence of a gnostic 
teacher, Paul of Antioch, whom his benefactress had 
adopted and intended to make her heir. The eloquence 

™ Euseb. vi. 2. Origen saw the error of the zeal which 

" Ibid. 6, 14 : Redep. i. 55-6, 434-6. would needlessly court danger Iq 
** Euaeb. vi. 2. In maturer years Matth. xvi. i. 
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of Paul was such as even to attract many of the orthodox 
to his teaching; but Origen, although he could not 
altogether avoid intercourse with him, steadily refused to 
attend any of his lectures.? 

The catechetical school had been broken up by the 
persecution. Clement, as we have seen,*i had left Alex- 
andria — not out of any unworthy regard for his personal 
safety, but in compliance with his view of Christian duty.' 
In these circumstances, Origen, whose extraordinary 
abilities and precocious learning were already noted, 
received applications from some educated heathens who 
wished to be instructed in Christian doctrine ; and having 
thus, at the age of eighteen, found himself drawn into 
assuming the office of a public teacher, he was soon after 
formally appointed by the bishop, Demetrius, to the 
mastership of the catechetical school. Among his earliest 
pupils were two brothers, Heraclas, eventually bishop of 
Alexandria, and Plutarch. « The persecution was re- 
newed with increased violence on the arrival of a new 
governor, and Plutarch and others of Origen*s scholars 
were martyred. Their master stood by them to en- 
courage them in their sufferings; nor did he himself 
escape without having been severely treated by the 
populace.* 

Wishing to be exempt from the necessity of taking any 
payment for his lessons, in obedience (as he supposed) to 
the text, ** Freely ye have received, freely give," Origen 
sold a valuable collection of manuscripts" for an allowance 
of four oboli a-day, and on this scanty income he contrived 
to live. He endeavoured to reaHze to the letter the 
gospel precepts of poverty. He had but one coat, which 

P Euseb. vi. 2. 6(rairep fjV airrifi \6y(ap dpx- 

** P- ^24- aiwv irp&repov (rvYYp6.ixiJ.aT a tpiXo- 

^ See Clem. Strom, vii. 11, p. 871. ^^^ws iffTrovdaa/xiva. These seem 

s Euseb. vi. 3. ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ heathen writings. See 

t Ibid. 3-4. Valois' note on Euseb. vi. 3. 
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was too thin to protect him against the cold of winter ; 
he walked barefoot ; he contented himself with such food 
as was absolutely necessary, abstaining from flesh and 
wine ; he spent the greater part of the night in study ; 
and when he slept, it was on the bare floor. By these 
austerities were sown the seeds of ailments which afflicted 
him throughout his life.^ 

Among those who resorted to his lectures were many 
young women. The intercourse with such pupils exposcii 
him both to temptations and to the risk of slander ; and 
from a wish to avoid these evils he acted literally on our 
Lord's words, that some " have made themselves eunuchs 
for the kingdom of heaven's sake." Although he en- 
deavoured to conceal the act, it came to the knowledge of 
Demetrius ; and the bishop, at the time, far from showing 
any disapproval of it, commended his zeal, and encouraged 
him to continue his labours in the catechetical school.'' 
His fame as a teacher increased. In addition to his 
theological instructions, he lectured in "grammar" — a 
term which then included most of the branches of general 
literature ; his school was frequented by Jews, heathens, 
and gnostics, and many of these were led through the 
pursuit of secular learning to embrace the faith of the 
gospel.y The requirements of his position induced him 
to seek after a fuller acquaintance with heathen philosophy 
than that which he had gained from Clement ; and for 
this purpose he became a hearer of Ammonius Saccas.^ 
It has been inferred, from the circumstances which have 
been mentioned as to Origen's conduct in early life, that 
he was then addicted to an extremely literal interpretation 
of the Scriptures — a system very opposite to that which 
he pursued in maturer years ; and the supposed change 

^ Euseb. vi. 3 ; Redep. i. 196-202. ■ Ibid. 19. TillemontGii. 517) places 

* Euseb. vi. 8 ; Huet, I. i. 13. this after Origen's visit to Rome ; 

y Euseb. VI. 8. Clinton, in ao6. 
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has been ascribed to the influence of Ammonius. But 
the truth would rather appear to be, that both in his 
earlier and in his later phases he was animated by the 
same spirit. The actions which his judgment afterwards 
condemned as carnal were prompted by a desire to eman- 
cipate himself from the flesh ; and that which he really 
derived from Ammonius was not a reversal of his former 
principles, but a development and enlargement of his 
views.* 

The peace which the Christians enjoyed during the 
reign of Caracalla induced Origen to visit 
Rome, where the church was then under the 
government of Zephyrinus.^ After a short stay in the 
imperial city he returned to Alexandria, and resumed his 
catechetical office, devolving the instruction of the less 
advanced students on Heraclas, while he reserved his 
own labours for those who were to be led into the full 
depths of his system of interpretation. ^ It appears to have 
been about this time that he entered on the study of 
Hebrew — a language then commonly neglected by the 
learned men of the Alexandrian school,*^ but attractive to 
Origen, not only as being generally useful towards the 
understanding of the Old Testament, but especially on 
account of the mysteries involved in scriptural names.® H 

A massacre which took place at Alexandria undeiCj 
Caracalla, although unconnected with any ques- 
tion of religion, drove Origen for a tune from 
the city. He visited the Holy Land, where he was received 
with honour by his old fellow-student, Alexander, bishop 

* Redep. i. 213-18, 231, 457-8. d Hieron. de W. Illustr. 54. 

b Euseb, vi. 14 ; Hieron. de VV. « Grig, in Joann. t. vi. 94 ; Redep. 

Illustr. 54. It is to this visit that the i. 366. Philo had written on the 

composition of the * Philosophumena ' Hebrew names of the Old Testament, 

was* referred by the first editor, M. and Origen performed a like labour 

Miller. See pp. 118, 120. for the New Testament. 
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of Jerusalem, and by Theoctistus, bishop of Cxsarea; 
and, although a layman, he was desired by them to preach 
in their churches. On hearing of this, Demetrius of 
Alexandria remonstrated, but Theoctistus and Alexander 
justified themselves by precedents which showed that lay- 
men had been permitted to preach in the presence of 
bishops, and with their sanction. Demetrius, however, 
was offended; he summoned Origen to return to his 
duties in the catechetical school, and the deacons who 
conveyed the letter were charged to conduct him back.^ 

Among Origen's chief friends and admirers was a man 
of fortune named Ambrose, who had been converted by 
hini from some form of gnostic heresy, and afterguards 
became a deacon. Ambrose urged his teacher to engage 
in the illustration of Scriptm-e, and supplied him with the 
frmds necessary for forming a collection of manuscripts, 
and employing a large body of amanuenses and tran- 
scribers.* Among the results of this munificence were 
the first r^ular commentaries on the sacred books (for 
the earlier expositions had been confined to particular 
texts or sections) ; ^ and besides these, a work which 
entitles Origen to rank as the father of biblical criticism. 
The original object of this great undertaking was contro- 
versial, — to ascertain the true text of the Septuagint, and 
to vindicate that version against the Jews, who, since the 
adoption and general use of it by Christians, had made it 
their policy to disparage it as inferior to later translations. 
For this purpose Origen exhibited in parallel columns, — 
(i) the original Hebrew text; (2) the same in Greek 
letters ; (3) the version by Aquila ; (4) the version of 
Symmachus ; (5) the Septuagint, edited from an elaborate 
collection of MSS. ; and (6) the version of Theodotion. 
From its six columns the whole work was called H^xapla, 

f Euseb. vi. 19 ; Mosh. 673. For L 144. ^ Euseb. vi. 23. 

the Alexandrian massacre,- see Gibbon, ^ Redep. i. 379- 
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and, from the addition of two imperfect versions in 
certain parts, it had also the name of Ociapla, This 
gigantic labour appears to have been begun at Alexan- 
dria ; it extended over eight-and-twenty years, and was 
completed only a short time before Origen's death.' The 
original manuscript, which was preserved at Csesarea, is 
supposed to have perished at the destruction of the 
Caesarean library by the Arabs, in the year 653. It 
had never been transcribed as a whole; but separate 
copies of the various columns had been made, and 
that of the Septuagint became a standard text of that 
version.^ 

In consequence of the reputation which Origen had 
attained, applications for instruction and advice were 
made to him from distant quarters. Thus, before his 
first visit to Palestine, he had been invited by a person 
of authority in Arabia^ — most probably a Roman gover- 
nor, although some writers suppose him to have been 
the head of a native tribe — to teach his people the 
Christian faith, and had complied with the invitation. At 
a later time Mammaea, the mother of Alexander Sevems, 
summoned him to Antioch, and conferred with him on 
religious subjects."* In like manner he was requested, in 
the year 228, to visit Greece, for the confutation of some 
heresies which were disturbing the church of that coun- 
try." He set out, bearing with him letters of commenda- 
tion from his bishop, according to the practice of the 
time, and took his way through Palestine, where, at the 



i Grig. Ep. ad African. 4-5 (t i. 
16-17) ; Epiphan. Ixiv. 3 ; Huet, III. 
ii. 4 ; Redep. L 374 ; iL 158 ; Giesel. 
vi. 6x-2. 

k Redep. u. 177. 

* xa/)d rov rrfi 'Apa^las ijyov- 
fiivov, Euseb. vL 19. Mosheim (448) 
supposes him an Arab. See Neand. i. 
ZZ3 ; Redqp. L 370 ; Clinton, a.d. 215. 



°* Euseb. V. 21. By some writers 
the date is placed in 2x7 or 2x8 ; by 
others, after Alexander's accesfflon to 
the empire, about 223. See Pagi, il 
293 ; Tillem. iii. 523-4, 763 ; ScfarSckh, 
iv. 32 ; Burton, ii. 273, 282 ; Redep. L 
372. Mr. Clinton's date is 226. 

"Redep. i. 406-8; Clinton, a. d., 
228. 
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forty-three, he was ordained presbyter by his 
Theoctistus and Alexander. In explanation of 
las been supposed that the bishops wished him to 
> their flocks, as on his former visit ; that Origen 
ed them of the objections then made by Deme- 
that, by way of guarding against further complaints, 
fered to ordain him ; and that he accepted the 
Q the belief that Demetrius, although determined 
raise him to the presbyterate like his predecessors 
lus and Clement, would allow him to rank among 
exandrian presbyters, if the order were conferred 
a elsewhere by bishops of eminent station and 
ter.o After having successfully accomplished his 
ss in Greece, Origen returned to Alexandria in 
3ut in the meantime his ordination had given rise 
ch dispute. Demetrius, on being informed of it, 
ently expostulated with Alexander and Theoctistus, 
ng them of the rash act of Origen's youthful zeal, 

by one of the canons which claim the title of 
Dlical,P is pronounced a bar to ordination. This 
ation was new to the bishops ; for Origen had said 
g of the impediment. If the canon existed at so 
a time, it is yet possible that he may have been 
iiainted with it ; or he may have reasonably sup- 
himself to be exempt -from its operation, since the 

of it unquestionably was to check the fanatical 
which prompted such acts, whereas he had long 
I through the stage at which he had anything in 
on with that spirit.^ But, although the proceed- 

jb. vi. 23 ; Mosh. 674-5 ; Til- See Beveridge, Cod. Can. II. iv. 2 ; 

526 ; Redep. L 406-8. That v. Drey, 266-9 » Hefele, i. 360. The 

tyterate, and even the e^nsco- first Nicene canon was afterwards 

are then sometimes given to directed against such practices. 

who had not passed through <i Tillem. iiL 506, 526-7 ; Mosh. 

r grades, see Routh, Rel. Sac. 674 ; Neand. ii. 470 ; R^ep. L 452. 

In his commentary on St. Matthew (t 

. ApostoL 21 (Hard. i. 13). xv. 1-5) Origen treats the literal in- 

.. I. 10 
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ings of Demetrius have been attributed by St. Jerome to 
envy of Origen*s genius and fame,*" and although his con- 
duct was certainly marked by an unjustifiable violence 
and harshness, it is not impossible that he may have 
acted from sincerely conscientious motives.* He had 
been glad to retain Origen's services as a teacher, but 
refused to acknowledge him as a presbyter. 

In addition to the irregularity of his ordination, Origen 
had given offence by some of his speculations. Finding 
his position at Alexandria uneasy, he withdrew to 
Caesarea,* and after his departure Demetrius assembled 
two synods, by which Origen was deprived of his office 
in the catechetical school, his orders were 
^ ' annulled, and he was excommtmicated as a 
heretic." The result of these synods was made generally 
known to the bishops of other countries. By the rules of 
catholic communion, the decisions of one church in such 
matters were usually received by the rest, without inquiry 
into the merits of the case : and thus the sentence against 
Origen was ratified at Rome and elsewhere, while it was 
disregarded in those countries which had especially felt 
his personal influence, — in Palestine, Phoenicia, Arabia, 



terpretation on which he had acted as 
an instance of the errors which would 
follow from an adherence to the letter 
of Scripture in some parts. Cf. Cont. 
Celsum, vii. 48. 
' Hieron. de Viris lUustr. c. 54. 

* Archd. Evans takes the side of 
Demetrius, ii. 44-7. 

* Walch, vii. 396-7. Eusebius gives 
no warrant for the statement of Tille- 
mont (iii. 534), Mosheim (677), and 
others, that his withdrawal was secret. 
(Redep. i. 411.) The story told by 
Epiphanius (Ixiv. 3) of his having 
been obliged to withdraw in conse- 
quence of having offered incense to 
idols, is generally rejected — although 
Pagi (a.d. 353. 6), P^tau (Animadv. 



in Epiphan. p. 358), Alexandre Noel 
(vi. 357, seqq.), and Huet (I. ii. 13X 
maintain it. See Tillem. iiL 534, 766 ; 
Dupin, i. 146 ; Mosh. 610 ; Schr5ckh, 
iv. 35 ; Burton, ii. 298 ; Redep. i 411. 
" Photius, • Bibliotheca,' Cod. 118 
(on the authority of Pamphilus) ; IH- 
lem. iii. 534; Mosh. 680; Neand. ii. 
471-3 ; Giesel. I. i. 314. Although it 
must be incorrect to say, with Pam- 
philus, that Origen was banished from 
Alexandria, inasmuch as the church 
had no power of inflicting that penalty, 
it was yet, for a person of his charac- 
ter, involved in exclusion from com- 
miwion. Mosh. 678-80: Neand. il 
471; Redep. L 411. 
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and Achaia.* Demetrius died soon after, and was suc- 
ceeded in the see by Heraclas ; but it is re- 
markable that no attempt was made by the new * ^^* 
bishop to rescind the condemnation of his former teacher 
and colleague.y 

At Csesarea, under the patronage of Theoctistus and 
Alexander, Origen found not only a refuge, but the 
opportunity for active and conspicuous labour. As there 
was no institution like the Alexandrian school, he took 
the position of an independent philosophical teacher, and 
his instructions were sought, not only by Christians, but 
by many heathens. Among these the most celebrated 
were two brothers, natives of Pontus, named Theodore 
and- Athenodore, who, having been led to visit Palestine 
by family circumstances, became hearers of Origen in 
philosophy and literature, and were gradually guided by 
him to the Christian faith.* Both eventually became 
bishops. It is said that Theodore, who at his baptism 
had taken the name of Gregory, at entering on his diocese 
of Neocaesarea, in Pontus, found in it only seventeen 
Christians, and that at his death he left in it only seventeen 
heathens* — a statement which may be taken as express- 
ing in an exaggerated form a really signal course of 
successful labour. He afterwards became the subject of 
many marvellous tales, from which he received the name 
of ThaumaturgtiSy or miracle-worker.^ 

After a residence of five or six years at Cresarea, 
Origen was compelled by the persecution of Maximin to 

* Hieron. Ep. 33. * Greg. Thaumat Panegyr. in Orig. 

y Euseb. vi, 26. See Huet, I. u. 5, seqq. (Patrol. Or. x.); Euseb. vi. 

IS, and De la Rue's note ; Redep. i. 30 ; Tillem. iii. 536. 

413. According to a story preserved * Greg. Nyssen. Vit. Greg. Thau- 

by Photius (in Fontani, * Novae Em- maturg.. Opera, t. ii. pp. 977, 1006, 

ditorum Deliciae,' i. 69-73, Florent. ed. Paris, 1615. 

1785), Origen was at Alexandria during * Tillem. iv. 316, seqq. : Mosh. 603 ; 

the episcopate of Heraclas, but the Redep. ii. 13. See Newman on Mira- 
unsoundness of his teaching obliged . -. des, 126-132. 
the bishop to eject him. 



148 LAST YEARS OF ORIGEN. BookI. 

take refuge at the Cappadocian city of the same name<^ 
r. under the protection of the bishop, Fir- 
milian, who had been one of his pupils ; and 
when the persecution reached Cappadocia, he was shel- 
tered in the house of Juliana, a wealthy Christian virgin, 
where he discovered an important addition to his mate^ 
rials for the * Hexapla ' — his protectress having inherited 
the library of Symmachus, an Ebionite translator of the 
Old Testament.** On the death of Maximin he returned 
to Coesarea in Palestine. It was probably after this® 
that he was invited to be present at a synod held in 
Arabia on account of Beiyllus, bishop of Bostra, who, 
although seemingly unconnected with the schools of 
Praxeas and Noetus, had arrived at a doctrine similar to 
theirs — that in the unity of the Godhead there is no 
distinction of Persons ; that the Son had no personality 
before his incarnation. The synod condenmed the 
doctrine, but could not convince Beryllus ; Origen, 
however, succeeded in proving to him the tmsoundness 
of his view, and received the thanks of both parties. 
On another occasion he was summoned to combat the 
opinion of an Arabian sect, which held that the soul as 
well as the body is dissolved at death, and will be 
restored to being at the resurrection.^ 

In the persecution under Decius, Origen lost his 
steadfast friend Alexander of Jerusalem. He was himself 
imprisoned and cruelly tortured ; and the eflfect of this 
treatment on a frame worn out by age, study, and sick- 

^ Hieron. de W. Illustr. c. 54. ner, i. 551. 

There is, however, some doubt as to « So Eusebius states, vi. 37; see 

this. SeeTillem. iii. 538, 770; Neand. Mosheim, 718. Redepenning QL 105) 

ii. 476. points out the difficulties of such a 

d Euseb. vi. 17 ; Redep. ii. 14. theory, and supposes that Eusebius is 

' Redepenning places the affieiir of mistaken — that these heretics were 

Beryllus about 244 (ii. 79). xea!i\.y psychopannychites^ Le. that they 

f Euseb. vi. 33; HierQn. de VV. maintained the j^<r/ of the soul. 
Illustr. 60; Redep. ii. 91-101; Dor- 
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ness, hastened his death, which took place at Tyre about 
the year 255^ - .^ 

The great object of this eminent teacher was to har- 
monize Christianity with philosophy. He sought to 
combine in a Christian scheme the fragmentary truths 
scattered throughout other systems; to establish the 
gospel in a form which should not present obstacles to 
the conversion of Jews, of Gnostics, and of cultivated 
heathens ; and his errors arose from a too eager pursuit 
of this idea.* 

Origen's principles of interpreting Scripture have been 
already mentioned by anticipation.^ It was from him 
that the Alexandrian method received its completion. 
He distinguished in Scripture a threefold sense — the 
literal, the moral, and the mystical — answering respect- 
ively to the body, soul, and spirit in man.^ As at the 
marriage of Cana some waterpots contained two firkins 
and some three, so (he taught) Scripture in " every jot 
and tittle'* has the moral and the mystical senses, and in 
most parts it has the literal sense also."* The Holy 
Spirit, it was said, made use of the literal history where 
it was suitable for conveying the mystical sense ; where 
this was not the case, He invented the story with a view 
to that purpose ; and in the Law, while He laid down 
some things to be literally observed, other precepts were 
in their letter impossible or absurd. By this principle 
much of the letter of Scripture was rejected ; but such 

h Euseb. vi. 39 ; vii. x. There is a Tzschirner, 371-3 ; Dorner, i. 635 ; 

story of his having lapsed in the pej-- Pressens^, iii. 322-386. Cf. Grig. c. 

secution, which, although generally Gels. vi. 2. 

rejected, is believed by Pagi, ii. 603-9. * ^P- 126-8. 

rfis death is placed in 253 by Tille- ^ De Principiis, iv. 11 ; in Levit. 

mont (iii. 548) and Qinton ; in 254 by Horn. v. 5. 

Neander (ii. 481) and Redepenning " De Princ. iv. 12, 20; in Exod. 

(ii. 266); in 256 by Pagi, iii. 38. Horn. i. 4. 

i Tillem. iii. 594: Mosh. 620, 635; 
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passages, both in the Old and in the New Testament, 
were, according to Origen, set by the Holy Spirit as 
stumbling-blocks in the way, that the discerning reader, 
by seeing the insufficiency of the letter, might be incited 
to seek after the understanding of the spiritual meaning."* 
Such portions of Scripture were not the less Divine for 
their "mean and despicable" form; it was the fault of 
human weakness if men would not penetrate through 
this veil to the treasure which was hidden below. As, 
therefore, Origen denounced the gnostic impiety of sup- 
posing the various parts of the Bible to have come from 
difterent sources, so he held it no less necessary to guard 
against the error of many Christians, who while they 
acknowledged the same God in the' Old and in the New 
Testament, yet ascribed to Him actions unworthy of the 
most cruel and unjust of men.® It was (he said) through' 
a carnal understanding of the letter that the Jews were 
led to crucify our Lord, and still to continue in their 
unbelief P Those who would insist on the letter were 
like the Philistines who filled up with earth the wells 
which Abraham's servants had digged; the mystical 
interpreter was, like Isaac, to open the wells.^ In justice 
to Origen, we must remember that the literal system of 
interpretation, as understood in his day, was something 
very different from the grammatical and historical expo- 
sition of modern times. It made no attempt to overcome 
difficulties or to harmonize seeming discrepancies ; and 
when applied to the explanation of prophecy, it embar- 
rassed the advocates of orthodox Christianity and gave 

" De Princ. 15-18. Mr, Keble would suggest to ordinary minds the 

thinks that Origen has been misinter- idea of his rejecting the letter, and 

preted in many places where he seems which is only to be rescued by such 

to deny the truth of the scriptural extremely ingenious constructions as. 

narrative. ('Tracts for the Times,' those in the Tract 

No. 89, pp. 60, seqq.) But if so, the ° De Princ. 7-9. 

charge against him is very little miti- P Mosh. 653-6 ; Redep. i. 303-3. 

gated, since he wrote in a style which 4 In Genes. Horn. xiii. 3. 
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great advantages to their opponents. To get rid of it 
was, therefore, desirable with a view to the controversies 
with the Jews and Montanists.' 

Whereas (it was said) the heathen philosophers 
addressed themselves exclusively to the more educated, 
Holy Scripture condescends to persons of every kind, 
according to their capacities;* its narrative was "most 
wisely ordained," with a view both to the mass of simpler 
believers, and to the comparatively small number who 
should be desirous or able to inquire more deeply with 
understanding.* The letter, therefore, was allowed to 
be sufficient for the unlearned;" but, although in this 
opinion Origen resembled some of the Gnostic teachers, 
he was utterly opposed to their contempt for the less 
instructed brethren, and to their representation of whole 
classes of men as hopelessly shut out from the higher 
grades of understanding. Every one, he held, was 
bound to advance according to his means and opportu- 
nities. The literal sense might be understood by any 
attentive reader ; the moral required higher intelligence ; 
the mystical was to be apprehended only through the 
grace of the Holy Spirit, which was to be obtained by 
prayer; nor did Origen himself pretend to possess this 
grace in such a degree as would entitle him to claim any 
authority for his comments.'^ Whereas Clement had 
spoken with fear of divulging his mystical interpretations, 
and had given them as traditional,* Origen's are offered 
merely as the offspring of his own mind, and his only fear 
is lest they should be wrong.y Of the mystical sense, he 

' Giesel. I. i. 331: Redep. 1. 300. ' C. Cels. vii. 11; DePrincip. i. 14; 

On the contrast between the plainness in Levit. Horn. v. 5, p. 210. 

of moral teaching in the prophets and * -E.g^. Stromata, I. i. p. 324; i. 12; 

the obscurity of their predictions, see vi. 7, p. 771. 

Orig. c. Celsum, vii. 10. ^ De Princip. i. 6, &c. ; Mosh. 633, 

s Cont. Cels. vii. 61. 639, 645-7, 650-1, 653 ; Neand. ii. 252-3, 

t lb. iv. 49. 262-3 ; Redep. i. 295, 302-3, 315-18, 336, 

" De Princ. iv. la. 383. 
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held that there were two kinds — the allegorical^ where 
the Old Testament prefigured the history of Christ and 
his church; and the anagogical^ where the narrative 
typified the things of a higher world. For, as St Paul 
speaks of a "Jerusalem which is above,'*" Origen held 
the existence of a spiritual world in which everything of 
this earth has its antitype. And thus passages of Scrip- 
ture, which in their letter he supposed to be fictitious, 
were to be regarded as shadowing forth realities of the 
liigher world which earthly things could not sufficiently 
typify.* 

These principles of exposition were not laid down 
without cautions and safeguards as to their application ; 
and in Origen himself they were controlled by a faithful, 
devout, and dutiful spirit But it is evident that they 
tend to no less an evil than the subversion of all belief 
in the historical truth of Scripture.** 

There is a difficulty in ascertaining Origen's opinions 
on many points — not only from the obscurity of the 
subjects which he treats, but also because his remaining, 
writings are in great part preserved only in translations 
which are known to be unfaithful*^ Even in his own 
lifetime he had to complain of falsifications by heretics, 
and of misrepresentation by indiscreet admirers,^ while 
he was conscious that prejudiced readers might be likely 
to misapprehend him as heretical.* His soundness as 
to the highest of Christian doctrines had been much 
questioned; indeed, the Arians claimed him as a fore- 
runner of their heresy.*^ But St Athanasius spoke of 
him with respect, explained his language, and vindicated 

■ Galat. iv. 26. ^ Blunt on the Fathers, xo8 ; see 

* De Princ. iv. ao-a; c. Gels. iv. 21 ; below. Book III. c. vii. sect. 2. 

Suicer, s. voc. d*'a7aryij ; Mosh. 640- d Tom. i. pp. 5-6. 

3 ; Redep. L 290, 306-8, 313 ; ii. 343. « De Princ. I. vi. 1. 

^ Neand. ii. 264, 269. See Evans, f Epiphan. Ixiv. 4. See Photius, 

>i* 39-47* xo5> seqq. Biblioth. Cod. 8. 
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him from misconstruction.^ Bishop Bull, too, defends his 
orthodoxy ; but even after the somewhat large postulate 
that he may be judged only by his treatise against Cel- 
sus ^ — as being the most matured offspring of his mind, 
and the only one of his works which is not probably 
corrupted — our great theologian finds much exercise for 
his learning and ingenuity in drawing forth a catholic 
sense from passages of questionable appearance.* 

To Origen is due the invention of a term which, as 
happily expressing the traditional belief, has been adopted 
into the language of the church — the ** eternal genera- 
tion" of God the Son. He illustrated the mode of this 
by a comparison with the emission of brightness from 
light It was not, he said, a thing which had taken 
place once for all, but is ever continued in the ** ever- 
lasting now'' of the Divine existence.^ 

His doctrines as to the creation were very singular. 
Rejecting the gnostic view, which supposed matter 
independent of God, he maintained that, as God is 
omnipotent and Lord, he must always have had sonic- 
thing over which to exercise his power and dominion ; 
and consequently that the work of creation from nothing 
must have been eternal.^ The object of this theory was to 
reconcile the Mosaic narrative with the Platonic notion 
that the world had eternally emanated from God. There 
had (he taught) been multitudes of worlds before the 



« De Deer. Nicaens Synodi, 27 (t. i. 
232-3) ; Ep. iv. ad Scrap. 9 (ib. 702). 

h This was composed at the instance 
of his friend Ambrose, during the reign 
of Philip, when the improved position 
of the Christians rendered it desirable 
that their cattse should be maintained 
more fully and methodically than in 
the occasional Apologies of earlier 
writers. See the preface to the work ; 
and above, p. 46. 

i Bull, Def. Fid. Nic. lib. ii. c 9. 



See, as to Origen's opinions on the doc- 
trines relating to the Godhead, Tillem. 
iii. 589 ; Mosh. 633 ; Burton's ' Ante- 
nicene Testimonies to the Divinity of 
Christ,' ed. 2, pp. 281-3 ; Giesel. I. i. 
324-6 ; vi. 141-s ; Redep. ii. 44 ; Evans, 
ii. 90. 

k De Princ. I. ii. 4, 7 ; Petav. de 
Trin. V. ix. 6-7 ; Domer, i. 644-8 ; 
Redep. ii. 301. 

1 De Princ. I. ii. 10; Mosh. 613; 
Redep. ii. 292. 
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present, and there would yet be multitudes after its end" 
— the nearness of which he supposed to be indicated by 
the fact of our Lord's having ab-eady appeared in the 
flesh." The number of souls originally created was 
final ; there had been no additions to it, but the same 
souls continually reappeared in an endless variety of 
forms. ° All were at first perfect, and were endued with 
freedom of will.P By abuse of this they contracted a 
guilt which required purgation ; hence the worlds were 
created that the beings who had sinned might be awa- 
kened to a sense of their estrangement from God and to 
a craving after blessedness — that they might be purified 
through conflict for restoration to their first estate.*^ 
The disobedient souls were treated according to the 
measure of their offence. Those which had least sinned 
became angels, living in the planets, and occupied in 
works of ministry for men ; the worst of all became 
devils ; '' while, for such as were confined in bodies of 
flesh, the whole complication of their being and circum- 
stances was arranged in proportion as they had sinned 
more or less grievously. Some, however, were plunged 
deeper than the degree of their guilt had deserved, in 
order that they might help in the instruction and deliver- 
ance of their fellows ; * and thus Origen supposes that 
the death of a righteous man may have a redeeming 
effect for others.^ He divided mankind into carnal, 
psychical, and spiritual, but instead of supposing, like the 
Gnostics, that each man was immovably fixed in a parti- 

^ For this he cited Heb. ix. 26, M down from the Divine warmth, becomes 

(TUvrcXe/^rwv oXiiiVWV ; also Isa. Ixvi. V^ux^J, so styled from its ^u^ts (cool- 

2 ; Eccles. i. 9. De Princ. iii. 5 ; III. ing) ; and this, when restored, will 

V. Q, again become voOs- lb. II, viii. 3. 

"* lb. III. V, 'i. ' De Princ. I. vi. 2, 3 ; viii. 4 ; III. 

° lb. II. ix. I ; Neand. ii. 284-5. vL 3 ; Huet, II. v. 

P De Princ. i. 5 ; iii. i. • De Prina II. ix. 7. 

<i lb. i. 6-7 ; II. ix. 8. He says that t Exhort, ad Martyr. 50 (t L p. 

the reasonable soul iyoxii) when cooled 309) ; Mosh. 626-7. 
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cular class," he maintained that all were originally alike, 
that the differences between them arose from the exercise 
of their free wiU, and that none were unchangeably good 
or bad. He allowed Adam to be a historical person — 
the first of the sinful spirits who was embodied in flesh ; 
but, like Philo,* he regarded the history of the fall as 
an allegory.y One soul only there was, which had not 
sinned. This, by continual contemplation of the Divine 
Logos, had adhered to him or been absorbed in him ; 
and thus it had made the way for that union of Godhead 
with a material body which but for such a medium would 
have been impossible.'* As the gospel was adapted to 
men of every kind, so Origen, in accordance (as he 
professed) with tradition, supposed that our Lord's 
appearance while on earth varied according to the cha- 
racters of those who beheld him.* 

Origen's views as to the mediatorial work of the 
Saviour are difficult to understand, and no less so to 
reconcile with orthodox belief. He considers the death 
on the cross as representing something which is spiri- 
tually repeated in the higher world, and which has its 
effect towards the deliverance of the angels.^ He allows 
that, in order to become or to remain good, grace is 
necessary as well as free-will;^ but he appears to have 
erred in allowing too much to the ordinary powers with 
which he supposed our nature to be endowed.** 

All punishment, he holds, is merely corrective and 
remedial, being ordained in order that all creatures may 
be restored to their original perfection.® At the resurrec- 

° De Princ.'I. viii. 3 ; II. ix. 5-6. *^ See De Princ. III. i. 19; Huct, 

* De Mundi Opif. t. i. 38, ed; II. viL 10 ; De la Rue, n. on Huet, 
Mangey. ^ De Princ. iv, 16. t. iv. Append. 192-5 ; Mosh. 626, 

« lb. II. vi. 3-7; Domer, L 68a 666 ; Neand. ii. 368, 386 ; Redep. ii. 

* C. Cels. ii. 64 ; iv. 15-X6. In 400-3. 

Matth. XXXV. xoo. d Nat. Alex. vi. 287 ; Evans, ii. 99- 

•» De Princ. iv. 25. See Huet, II. 200. 
iil 20, seqq. ; Evans, ii. 97. ® De Princ. I. vL ; II. L 
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tion all mankind will have to pass through a fire:* 
purged spirits will enter into paradise, a place of trail 
for the consummation ;* the wicked will remain in 
" fire," which, however, is not described as materiaU 
as a mental and spiritual misery. The matter and fa 
of it, he says, are our sins, which, when swollen to tl 
height, are inflamed to become our punishment ; and th 
" outer darkness '' is the darkness of ignorance.^ Bu 
the condition of these spirits is not without hope, although 
thousands of years may elapse before their suffering shall 
have wrought its due effect on them.' On the other hand, 
those who are admitted into paradise may abuse thcff 
free-will, as in the beginning, and may consequently he 
doomed to a renewal of their sojourn in the flesh.^ 
Every reasonable creature — even Satan himself— may he 
turned from evil to good, so as not to be excluded from 
salvation.^ At the final consummation the soul will dwdl 
in a glorified organ, of which the germ is in the present 
body.°* Its pleasures will be piu-ely spiritual ; the saints 



f lb. II. ix. 6 ; in Exod. Horn. II. 
vi. 4 ; in Luc. Horn. xiv. p. 948 ; 
Huet, II. ii. II. I. 

« De Princ. II. xi. 6. 

h lb. II. X. 4. 18 ; c. Cels. v. 15, 
seqq. ; Blunt on the Fathers, 129. 

i De Princ. I. vi. 3. He held that 
a^•)l' meant a limited time, and that, 
consequently, alwves tG>v oXdjvwv 
must be finite. See Huet, II. ii. 11. 
26. 

* De Princ. II. iiL 3 ; III. vi. 3 C»n 
Jerome's version). 

' It has often been said that Ori- 
gen maintained the salvation of the 
devil, and it appears to be involved in 
the consistency of his system (Neand. 
i. 479). But all that he seems really 
to have asserted was, that Satan might 
turn and be saved, while at the same 
time he held that, from his rooted 
wickedness, he would not turn. (De 
Princ. I. vi. 3; in Rom. 1. viii. 9; 



Huet, II. v. 22.) In his letter to 
Alexander (t. i. p. 9) be dedarts tbe 
opinion imputed to him to be soraedusg 
which not even a madman could u^ 
hold. He was anxious to keep some 
of his doctrines from the vulgar, e.g, 
that of the non-eternity of punishment 
(c. Gels. iii. 79 ; viiL 52) ; and for this 
purpose he sanctioned equivocatioB, 
or even falsehood. (Hieron. c. Rufin. 
i. 18 : Giesel. I. i. 320 ; Redep. u. 
317.) See, however, his answer to the 
charge brought by Celsus against 
Christian teachers, that they deceived 
the vulgar with false exoteric doc- 
trines, iv. 10. 

" De Princ. II. ii. ; ix. 3 ; xH. ; III. 
vi. 4-6 : c. Cels. v. 15, seqq. Or^rcn's 
doctrine of a spiritual body, foimded 
on St. Paul's illustration of the seed 
and the plant (I Cor. xv.) was misnn- 
derstood and censured by some, as if 
he denied the resurrection. See Hie- 
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lerstand all the mysteries of the Divine provi- 
nd of the ordioances given by God to Israel" 
'hich ** never faileth," will preserve the whole 

from the possibility of any further fall; and 
iU be all in all."« 
eputation of Origen has had vehement assailants 

less jealous defenders.P Certain propositions 

to him were condemned, and an anathema was 
I to his name, by a synod held at Constantinople 
iixth century ;« and it may perhaps be thought 
mischief of any particular errors in doctrine is far 
d by that of the perverse method of interpreting 
e which owed to him its completeness and much 
pularity. But, with whatever abatements on the 
3f his errors — however strong may be our sense 
vil which his system produced, or was fitted to 
, in the hands of others — we must think of Origen 
as a man who not only devoted all the energies 
ind during a long life to what he conceived to be 
1, but believed his views of truth to be consistent 
J traditional faith of the church. His peculiar 
1 arose (as has been already said) from a wish to 
le the supposed incompatibility of philosophy 

gospel ; he desired in all things to hold fast the 
on of essential Christian doctrine ; he proposed 
speculations with modesty, and claimed for them 
er character than that of probable conjectures/ 

um. Hierosol. 25 seqq. : Arius, Nestorius, Eutychcs, and other 

. 9 ; Evans, ii. no. heretics and blasphemers, 

ttc. II. xi. 5. 7. *» A local synod, in 543 or 544, not 

\. V. 10 (t. iv. p. 568) ; Dc (as was long believed) the fifth Gcne- 

vL 1-3. ■ ral Council, a.d. 553. Giesel. I. ii. 

dl, Def. Fid. Nic. II. i. 1 ; 368, 372 ; Neand. iv. 481-2 ; He- 

L ; IV. i. 4-6 ; Fabric. Bibl. fele, ii. 768. See below, Book III. 

In the ' Pratum Spiritu- c. vi. 

jschus, c. 26 (Patrol Gr. ' Mosh. 607, 628-9 ; Domcr, i. 637 ; 

<at. Ixxiv.) Origen is repre- Redep. ii. nS* ' 
tormented in fire, with 
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His piety is as unquestioned as the greatness of h 
genius and the depth of his learning ; he suffered muc 
lor the gospel, and may, indeed, almost be reckoned a 
a martyr. While he lived he was the chief opponent oi 
heresy in all its varieties ; the multitude of converts 
whom he brought over to the church from heathenism, 
Judaism, and corrupted forms of Christianity, is a noble 
testimony to his earnestness and love no less than to his 
controversial ability. We may, therefore, well say with 
the candid Tillemont,* that, although such a man might 
hold heretical opinions, he could not be a heretic, since 
he was utterly free from that spirit which constitutes the 
guilt of heresy. 

II. Among the most distinguished of Origen's pupils 
was Dionysius, who succeeded Heraclas, first in the 
catechetical school (a.d. 232), and afterwards in the see 
of Alexandria (a.d. 248). This eminent man, after 
having been brought up as a heathen, was led to embrace 
Christianity by a perusal of St. Paul's epistles. As he 
continued after his ordination to read the works of 
heathens and heretics, a presbyter remonstrated wdth him 
on the dangerous nature of such studies, and Dionysius 
was impressed by the remonstrance ; but he was reassured 
by a vision or dream, in which he heard a voice saying 
to him, " Read whatsoever may fall into thy hands ; for 
thou art able to read with discrfnment, and to reject 
what is worthless, since even thus it was that thou wert 
first brought to the faith." ' 

Dionysius was not more admirable for his learning 
than for his wisdom and moderation. His name will 



* iii. 495-8, 595 ; comp. Newman on in the Apostolical Constitutions, i 6. 

Arianism, xo8-iio. See Cotelier's note ; also Cassian, Col- 

' Dion. Alex. ap. Euseb. vii. 7. The lat. xiv. 12, and the note, 
reading of heathen books is forbidden 
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repeatedly come before us in connexion with the affairs 
of the church ; but two controversies in which he took 
part may be here particularly mentioned. 

(i.) About the year 257, the Libyan Pentapolis, the 
native country of Sabellius, was greatly disturbed by his 
heresy," and the matter came under the official notice of 
the Egyptian primate. Dionysius combated the Sabel- 
lian errors both in conference and by writing ; ^ but 
unhappily he used some expressions which gave a pretext 
for charging him with opinions resembling those after- 
wards broached by Arius, as if he had denied the eternal 
Sonship. His language was reported to the bishop of 
Rome as heretical — not that any jurisdiction over Alex- 
andria was supposed to belong to Rome, but because 
the matter was one of common concern ; because, in 
proportion to the eminence of a bishop's see, it was his 
duty to investigate and to act in such cases ; and because 
the first of bishops was the person to whom complaints 
against the second were most naturally carried.y On 
this the bishop of Rome, who was also named Dionysius, 
held a council, and requested an explanation ; and 
Dionysius of Alexandria, disregarding for the sake of 
peace and unity all that might have excited his jealousy 
in such an interference, replied by a satisfactory vindi- 
cation of his orthodoxy.* 



" This has been usually regarded as 
the first outbreak of Sabellianisnf ; and 
it has in consequence been supposed 
that Novatian's work *De Trinitate,' 
which mentions Sabellius (c. 12), must 
have been written after its author 
had left the church. But Lumper 
argues (ap. Migne, Patrol, iii. 872-3) 
that the circumstance which occurred 
in 257 was a movement of Sabellius' 
folloTuerSy and places the heresiarch 
himself under Alexander Severus — a 
view "for which he mentions other 
authorities. We have seen ^. 119) 



that a still earlier date ought to be 
given for the rise of the heresy. 

* Athanas. de Sententia Dionysii, 

5,9- 

y See SchrSckh, iv. 174; Routh, 
Rel. Sac. iii. 380. 

■ Dion. Alex. ap. Athan. de Deer. 
Syn. Nic. c. 25 ; Dion. Rom. ib. 26 ; 
Ath. de Sent. Dion. 13, seqq. ; Tillem. 
iv. 279-283 ; Domer, i. 742-4, 748-752. 
See Bp. Bull, Def. Fid. Nic. ii. 11, who 
remarks (§ 7) that the excitement raised 
by the mere suspicion of what would 
afterwards have been styled Arianiz- 
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(2.) The doctrine of Chiliasm or Millennarianism is 
st}led in the first Articles of the reformed English church 
** a Jewish dotage;"* but, although no doubt derived from 
Judaism, it must not be considered as indicative of a 
Jewish tendency. There was, indeed, in common with 
Judaism, the belief that the Messiah would reign per- 
sonally on earth, that his kingdom would have Jerusalem 
for its seat, and that it would last a thousand years ; but 
(besides other important differences, — as that the Jewish 
millennium was expected to follow immediately on the 
Messiah's first appearance, whereas the Christians looked 
to his second coming) the Christian chiliasm showed no 
favour to the fleshly Israel, nor even to its holy city ; for 
the new Jerusalem was to come down from heaven, and 
to take the place of the earthly, which was to perish.^ 

The chiliastic opinions were very early professed. 
Among their advocates is said to have been Papias, 
bishop of Hierapolis, who is commonly described as a 
hearer of the apostle St. John ;^ and by the end of the 
second century they appear to have become general in 
the church,** recommended as they were by their offering 
a ground of opposition to pagan Rome, and affording a 
near consolation to the faithful in persecutions and 
trials. « The doctrine was embraced by the Montanists 
with great ardour; but the very circumstance that it 
became a characteristic of this enthusiastic sect tended 



ing proves how alien Arian doctrines 
were from the mind of the age in 
which Dionysius lived. 

* Articles of Edw. VI. No. xli. 

*> Domer, L 341. See Grig, de 
Princ. II. xi. a ; c. Gels. iv. 22 ; Se- 
misch, in Herzog, art. Chiliasmus. 

* Euseb. iii. 39. It has, however, 
been suggested that Eusebius may- 
have misunderstood words which Pa- 
pias used in an allegorical sense. (See 
Pitra, Spicily. Solesm. i. Prolegg. 



p. V.) The idea of a miUennium is 
also found in the Epistle ascribed to 
St. Barnabas, c. 15. That the imme- 
diate instructor of Papias was probably 
not the apostle, but another John, see 
Lightfoot, in 'Contemp. Review,* v. 
402. 

•* See Burton, B.L. note 76 ; Mait- 
land, * Eruvin,' Essay vii. ; Pusey in 
Tertullian, i. 1x6-30. 

• Tzschimer, 606. • 
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bring it into discredit with the orthodox, and other 
:auses contributed to its decline. The idealizing and 
ipiritualizing tendencies of the Alexandrian school, which 
^ame into vigour about the same time, were strongly 
apposed to the literalism on which the chiliastic opinions 
•ested; and, moreover, the doctrine was found a hin- 
^ce to the conversion of Greeks and Romans, as 
)eing offensive to their national feelings. For such 
easons it had for many years been sinking, *^ until the 
>ersecution of Decius may have tended to revive its 
^pularity among those who felt the approach of suffering 
or the faith.« 

Nepos, an Egyptian bishop, had written a chiliastic 
ook entitled a * Refutation of the Allegorists;' and 
'^ut the year 255 — Nepos himself being then dead — 
''^as reported that his opinions had found many con- 
^ in the district of Arsinoe. Dionysius, on hearing 
the matter, behaved with his characteristic prudence ; 
; Went to the spot, requested a conference with the 
^lennarian party, and spent three days in discussing 
th them the book of Nepos, of whom he was careful 

speak with great respect and affection. The result 
^> that, whereas a less considerate course of dealing 
^th them might have driven the followers of Nepos into 
Wsm, Dionysius succeeded in convincing them, and 
^. warmly thanked by their leader, Coracion;^ and 
om this time chiliasm, although it still had adherents, 
^d in the next century found a champion in ApoUi- 
^us of Laodicea,* was little heard of in the eastern 
hurch.^ ^- r 

III. As the name of Origen is famous in the history of 

' Mosh. yax ; Neand. ii. 396. linarius se« below. Book II. c. iv. 

« Giesel. I. i. 334- ^ Giescl. I. i. 334 ; il 91-2. In the 

* Euscb. vii. 34. west it was common until the time of 

> Epiphan. Ixxvii. 26-8. For AnoX- Coa«tantine. lb. vi. 238. 
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doctrine, that of his contemporary Cyprian^ is no less so 
in connexion with the government and discipline of the 
church. Thascius Cyprianus was bom at Carthage or in 
its neighbourhood about the year 200,"* and, after having 
been distinguished as a teacher of rhetoric, he embraced 
Cliristianity in mature age.** His earlier life had not 
been free from the usual impurities of heathen morals," 
although perhaps the abhorrence with which he spoke of 
it, when viewing it by the light of the gospel, may give 
an exaggerated idea of the degree in which he had been 
stained by them.P On his conversion, and probably 
while yet a catechumen, he displayed his zeal by selling 
a villa and gardens which he possessed near Carthage, 
and devoting the price, with a large portion of his other 
property, to the relief of the poor.*i His deacon and 



' The truth of St. Cyprian's history, 
and the genuineness of the epistles as- 
cribed to him and his correspondents, 
have, with many other things in Chris- 
tian antiquity, been assailed by the 
Rev. E. J. Shepherd, in his ' History 
of the Church of Rome,' (London,i85i), 
with great vehemence, but in a style 
of criticism which seems to me alto- 
gether arbitrary and unreasonable. I 
have examined this portion of his work 
in the Quarterly Review, June, 1853, 
and have noticed such parts of his 
reply as appeared to require any notice 
in the Journal 0/ Sacred Literature^ 
October, 1856. 

«» Rettberg, 'Thascius Cajcilius Cy- 
prianus, Bischof von Carthago,' Get- 
ting. 1831. 

" A.D. 24s, Maran, *Vita S. Cypr.' 
ap. Migne, 79-80 ; a.d. 246, Pearson, 
* Annates Cyprianici,' ap. Fell. 6. 

° It was formerly said that he prac- 
tised magic as a means towards gratify- 
ing his passions (Greg. Naz. Orat. xxiv. 
8, seqq.) Then it was shown that this 
statement applied, not to Cyprian of 
Carthage, but to another person of the 
same name, who is said to have been 



bishop of Antioch, and a martyr under 
Diocletian (Tillem. v. 329, seqq.). But 
there can be little doubt that this 
Syrian.— the Cyprian of Calderon's 
* Magico Prodigioso,' as well as of a 
poem by Eudocia, empress of Theodo- 
sius II. (see Patrol. Gr. Ixx.xv. ; Phot 
Biblioth. cod. 184),— is a fabulous per- 
son—a legendary reflection of the great 
African martyr. (See Maran, 75-6; 
SchrSckh, iv. 236 : vii. 95 : Rettberg, 
25-9.) It is a curious circumstance 
that the Anghcan calendar commemo- 
rates St. Cyprian on a wrong day. 
Before the Reformation, the celebra- 
tion of the English St. Edith excluded 
that of SS. Cornelius and Cyprian on 
September 16, but the eastern Cyprian 
was celebrated on September 26. The 
name of Cyprian, without any desig- 
nation, was attached to the latter day 
in the calendar of 1551 : and the title 
" Archbishop of Carthage and martyr" 
was added in 1662. See Daniel, 'Co- 
dex Liturgicus,' iii. 338-9, Lips. 1851. 

P Neand. i. 309 : Rettb. 25. 

« Pontius, de Vita et Passione S. 
Cypr. c. 3. 
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biographer, Pontius, however, tells us that these gardens 
were afterwards restored to Cyprian " by the indulgence 
of God/' — most probably through the instrumentality of 
friends who combined to repurchase them and present 
them to him.' At his baptism, Cyprian added to his 
old name, Thascius, that of Caecilius, in remembrance of 
a presbyter who had influenced his conversion.* He was 
rapidly promoted to the offices of deacon and presbyter ; ' 
and on a vacancy in the see of Carthage, within three 
years after his conversion, he was elected bishop 
by the general desire of the peof)le — his signal 
merit being xegarded as a warrant for dispensing with the 
apostolical warning against the promotion of recent con- 
verts," as well as for overruling his own unwillingness 
to undertake the responsibility of such a charge.* Five 
presbyters, however, were opposed to his election ; and, 
notwithstanding his attempts to conciliate them, they 
continued to regard him with an implacable feeling of 
enmity. 

Cyprian entered on his episcopate with an earnest 
resolution to correct the abuses and disorders which he 
found prevailing among his flock ;y but after two years 
his labours for this purpose were interrupted by the per- 
secution under Decius. At Carthage, as elsewhere in 
that i>ersecution, the bishop was especially aimed at ; the 
heathen populace clamoured that he should be thrown to 
the lions; and Cyprian — not from fear, but in conse- 
quence (as he states) of a heavenly warning, and Yeh., 250 
from a conviction that such a course was most to April, 
for the benefit of his church — withdrew to a ' ^' 
retreat at no great distance, where he remained about 

' Pontius, de Vita et Passiooe S. him to have been raised to the episco- 

Cypr. c. 15 ; Neand. i. 310. -goitt per saltum. 

• Pontius, c 5. "I Tim. iii 15. 

» Pearson, 8. Some writers, how- * Pontius, 7; Pearson, 9 ;Maran, 79-80. 

ever (as Bingham, II. x. 7), suppose ^ Rettb. 45-52. 
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fourteen months. His property was confiscated on his 
disappearance.* 

The unworthy behaviour of Christians in this persecu- 
tion has been already mentioned.* Besides those who 
actually sacrificed to the heathen gods, multitudes, by a 
payment to the magistrates, obtained certificates of having 
obeyed the emperor's commands ; and many of these, 
who were called libdlaticSy persuaded themselves, by an 
ignorant sort of casuistry, that they had done nothing 
wrong. ^ The troubles of the Carthaginian church were 
increased by a practice which originated in the high 
regard entertained for martyrs and confessors. From a 
natural feeling of respect for those who shed their blood 
for the faith, martyrs had been allowed, perhaps as early 
as the middle of the second century, to recommend for 
favourable consideration the cases of persons who were 
under ecclesiastical censure. *= This was originally the 
extent of their privilege, and it had been customary that 
the deacons shouM visit the martyrs in prison, for the 
purpose of suggesting caution in the distribution of their 
favours.^ But abuses had grown up in the course of 
years, and some daring novelties of this kind were now 
introduced at Carthage.® One Lucian, inflated by the 
reputation which he had gained as a confessor, professed 
that a martyr named Paul had, in right of his liaartyrdoni, 
bequeathed to him the power of granting readmission to 
the communion of the church. Tickets were made out 
in such a form as to be available, not only for the person 

« Pontius, 7 ; Gyp. Epp. x6, ao. d Cyp. Ep. 15 ; Nat Alex. vL io6» 

Perhaps Cyprian's words need not seqq. ; Tillem. iv. 69-70 ; Mosh. 489* 

mean that he had any other divine 491. 

warning than the text Matt x. 33. * The 25th canon of the council of 

See notes by Dr. Newman, in St lUiberis (a.d. 305 ?) and the 9th of the 

Cyp. 'Treatises,' pp. viii., 159. Ox£ council of Aries (a.d. 314) are directtd 

1839. * P. Z36. against some abuses which then coo> 

^ Mosh. 485; Neand. i. xSa. tinued to be nuide cf letters fromcoo- 

• See TertuU. ad Martyres, 6; de fesson. 

Pudic. 83. 
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named in them, but for an indefinite number of others / 
indulgences of this kind were distributed without hmit, 
and even became a matter of traffic. The holders noisily- 
insisted on immediate restoration to full communion ; 
some bishops yielded to their importunity ;^ and Lucian, 
in the name of all the confessors, wrote an insolent letter 
to Cyprian, announcing that they had granted recon- 
ciliation to all the lapsed, and desiring the bishop to 
convey the information to his episcopal brethren.^ 

Cyprian from his retreat kept up a constant communi- 
cation with his church, and endeavoured to check these 
disqrders, while at the same time he showed an anxious 
desire to avoid interference with such privileges as might 
reasonably be supposed to belong to martyrs and con- 
fessors. He allowed that those among the lapsed who 
had received letters from the sufferers for the faith might 
be admitted to reconciliation, if in danger of death ; 
but he directed that the rest should be reserved for an 
examination of their cases after his return to Carthage, 
and that in the meantime they should be exhorted to 
patience.* 

A short time after Easter 251, the bishop returned to 
his city, and held a council for the consideration of the 
questions as to the lapsed. It was agreed that such libel- 
latics as had manifested repentance for their weakness 
should be forthwith admitted to communion, and that 
those who had sacrificed should be allowed to hope for 
admission after a longer period of penance.^ The latter 
class received a further indulgence in the following year, 
when, in the prospect of a renewed persecution, a synod 
under Cyprian resolved to grant immediate reconciliation 
to all who had shown themselves duly penitent.^ 

' ** Communicet ille cum * Cyp. Epp. 19, 13, &c. ; Tillenu iv. 

suis." Cyp. Ep. IS- 69-71* 7S-6. 

« Cyp. Epp. 19, 27, &c * Ep. 27. k Ep. Iv. xj. * Ep. 57. 
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Fresh commotions were excited at Carthage by a pres- 
byter named Novatus. It is uncertain whether this man 
was one of the five presbyters who had objected to Cyp- 
rian's promotion ; ™ but he had become noted for his 
insubordination and irregularities. Cyprian tells us that 
he had robbed widows and orphans, and had embezzled 
the funds of the church ; that he had kicked his wife 
while pregnant, so as to cause the death of the child; 
that he had allowed his father to starve in the street," and 
had refused even to bury him ; and that for these and 
other offences he was about to be brought to trial, when 
the outbreak of persecution under Decius put a stop to 
the proceedings. Novatus entered into a connection with 
Felicissimus, a man of wealth, but of indifferent character, 
and, either by usurping the episcopal power of ordination, 
or (as is more likely) by procuring the ministration of 
some bishop, advanced him to the order of deacon.** 
These two, with others of the clergy, engaged in a course 
of strong opposition to Cyprian ; they incited the lapsed 
against him ; they disputed with his commissioners as to 
the distribution of the church funds ; and at 
^^* ^ * length, about a year after the bishop's return,? 
Felicissimus proceeded to set up one of the malcontent 
presbyters, Fortunatus, as a rival in the see of Carthage— 
the consecration being performed by five bishops, who 
had all been deprived for heresy or lapse. *i Novatus, the 
founder of the schism, had in the meantime crossed the 
Mediterranean to Rome. 

Fabian, bishop of Rome, was martyred in January, 
250, and the see remained vacant until June in the 
following year, when Cornelius was elected."^ During this 

™ Pearson and Moshcim (508-9) sup- Ibid. See Pearson, 25 ; Bingham, 

pose that he was not : Tillemont (iv. II. iii. 7. 

613), Neander (i. 3x3), and Rettbcrg p Pearson, 35. 

(103-5). that he was. " Ep. lix. 10 ; Schrdckh, iv. 299. 

» '* In vico," Ep. 49. ' Pearson, 17, 28. Decius is said to 
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il some letters were exchanged between Cyprian 
le Roman clergy, who had been led by reports to 
unfavourably of his withdrawal from his city, but 
ards came to understand him better, and agreed 
im as to the course which should be pursued towards 
3sed. Among these clergy Novatian was eminent 
jquence and learning. He had received a philo- 
al education, although it is perhaps a mistake to 
rom some of Cyprian's expressions that he was ever 
sedly a stoic* His temper was morose and gloomy ; 
1 at one time been vexed by a devil — for so the 
Christians accounted for appearances which were 
j\y like those of diseased melancholy. After this 
d received clinical baptism,' and on his recovery 
eglected to seek the completion of the baptismal 
y imposition of the bishop's hands ; yet, notwith- 
ng these irregularities, Fabian, from a wish to secure 
i church the services of so able a man, had admitted 
the priesthood — having with difficulty overcome tlie 
mce which was shown by all the clergy and by a 
portion of the laity ; for both clergy and people had 
. voice in the selection of persons to be ordained." 
5 time of the persecution, when urged to take a 
in ministering to his suffering brethren, Novatian is 
) have answered that he " had no mind to be any 



clared that he would rather 
re tender to the empire arise 
Dcw bishop of Rome. Cyp. 

9- 

Iv. ; Walch, ii. 194 ; Neand. i. 

saptism on a sick bed— which 
arded with disfavour on ac- 

the unworthy motives which 
ly influenced the receivers in 
I their baptism until they 
ippose themselves beyond the 

forfeiting the grace of the 
nt by a relapse into sin. (See 



chap. viii. sect, iii.) The council of 
Neocasarea, a.d. 314, forbids the or- 
dination of a person so baptized to the 
presbyterate, unless he should have 
afterwards distinguished himself by 
faith and zeal, or unless the scarcity 
of other candidates should render the 
ordination expedient, c. 12. 

" Cornel, ap. Euseb. vi. 43 ; Tillem. 
iii. 437 ; Baluz. n. in Cypr. col. 317, 
Walch (ii. 197) supposes that it was 
not Fabian, but an earlier bishop, who 
ordained Novatian. 
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longer a presbyter, and was attached to a different philo- 
sophy " — ^words which seem to indicate that he preferred 
a recluse ascetic life to the active labours of his office.* 

During the vacancy of the see Novatian had great in- 
fluence at Rome. Cyprian states y that he was the writer 
of a letter ' in which the Roman clergy allowed that the 
lapsed might be reconciled to the church, if in danger 
of death ; but after the election of Cornelius he became 
the leader of a schismatical party on principles incom- 
patible with any such concession. He held that, although 
the penitent lapsed might be admitted to the Divine 
mercy, and therefore ought to be exhorted to repentance, 
yet the church had no power to grant them absolution, 
and must for ever exclude them from communion ; that a 
church which communicated with such offenders forfeited 
its Christian character and privileges.* Novatian had 
before protested that he did not desire the bishoprick of 
Rome, and we need not suppose his protest insincere, as 
his severe and unsocial temperament inclined him to a 
life of seclusion. When, however, the schism was formed, 
he allowed himself to be set up as its head, and was con- 
secrated by three bishops of obscure sees, who had been 



* Cornel. 1. c. ; Neand. i. 332. This 
seems to be a more probable construc- 
tion of the words than that proposed 
by Mosheim (p. 516) — that Novatian 
was disposed to leave the church, 
which, according to Mosheim's view, 
he had entered without full conviction. 
Archdeacon Evans thinks that the 
story, if in any degree true, is much 
distorted, as it appears inconsistent 
with the fact that Novatian soon after 
took a leading part in the Roman 
church, ii. 159. 

y Ep. Iv. 5. 

■ Ap, Cyp. Ep. 36. 

» Cyp. Ep. Iv. 26-9 ; Socrat. iv, 28 ; 
Tillem. iii. 472 ; Walch, ii. 253-5. 
Neander, who never willingly admits 



any fault in a schismatic or reputed* 
heretic, tries to defend Novatian's 
consistency (i. 334). But in truth 
all the leading persons would seem to 
have somewhat altered their views in 
the course of these afi^irs. The agree- 
ment between Cyprian and Cornelius 
resulted from an abatement on the 
part of the African, and an opposite 
movement on the part of the Roman. 
(Neand. i. 315 ; Rettb. 113-16). And 
Novatian was probably led by Cor- 
nelius' previous character to take his 
election for a token of a policy more 
lax than that which the bishop ac- 
tually followed, while Novatian's own 
opinions had in the meantime become 
more severe. 
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drawn to Rome under false pretences, and laid their 
hands on him in the evening, after a meal. The moving 
spirit in these proceedings was the Carthaginian Novatus.^ 
Possibly he may have disagreed with his old ally Felicis- 
simus as to the treatment of the lapsed ; or he may have 
taken the part of laxity at Carthage, and that of severity 
at Rome, from no better motive than a wish by either 
means to oppose the authority of the regular bishops. <^ 

Novatian sent notice of his consecration to the great 
churches of Alexandria, Antioch, and Carthage. Fabius 
of Antioch was inclined to acknowledge him, but died 
soon after, without having taken any decided measures.^ 
The letter to Dionysius of Alexandria appears to have 
been apologetic, representing that Novatian had been 
forced into the course which he had taken ; to which 
Dionysius replied that, if it were so, he ought to show his 
sincerity by withdrawing from his rivalry to Cornelius, 
and endeavouring to heal the breach in the Roman 
church. « At Carthage the schismatical envoys were re- 
pelled by a council which was sitting at the time of their 
arrival.^ One Maximus was afterwards set up as Nova- 
tianist bishop of Carthage, and intruders of the same kmd 
were planted in other African dioceses.^ 

A large number of the Roman confessors had at first 
been engaged in the schism. These soon discovered their 
error ; they formally acknowledged Cornelius as bishop, 
and returned to the unity of the church,** while Novatian 
endeavoured to secure the allegiance of his followers by 
requiring them, at the reception of the eucharist, to swear 
that they would never forsake him or join Cornelius.* 

* Cornel, ap. Euseb. vi. 43. The * Euseb. vi. 44 ; Tillem. iii. 463. 

Greek writers call Novatian Novatus * Euseb. vi. 45. 

i^oovdroi), ' Cyp. Ep. 44. 

« See Tillem. iil 449; Mosh. 504, » lb. lix. 10; Tillem. i v. 107-8. 

511, 518; Walch, iL ago; Rettb. X07- ^ Cyp. Ep. 49. 

Ill ; Neand. i, 337 ; Giesel. I. L 393. * Cornel, ap. Euseb. vi, 43. 
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Novatianism found many proselytes in the west, and its 
principles became even more rigid than at first. The 
sentence of lifelong exclusion from communion, which had 
originally been applied to those only who had denied the 
faith,^ was afterwards extended to all who, after baptism, 
committed the greater sins. The Novatianists assumed 
the name of Caihari, or Puritans. They rebaptizec 
])rosclytes from the church, considering its communion to 
be impure, and its ministrations to be consequently void. 
Some of them condemned digamy (or second maniage) 
as equally sinful with adultery.* As to the chief doctrines 
of the gospel, however, the Novatianists were and con- 
tinued steadily orthodox, and many of them suffered, even 
to death, for the faith. The council of Nicsea 
' ' ^ ^' attempted to heal the schism by conciliatory 
measures ;"™ but the Novatianists still regarded the laxity 
of the church's discipline as a bar to a reunion with it, 
although they were drawn into more friendly relations 
with the catholics by a comnfiunity of danger during the 
ascendency of Arianism. The sect long continued to 
exist. In Phrygia, it combined with the remnant of the 
Montanists;" and at Alexandria, a patriarch found 



^ See Cyp. Ep. Iv. 26. 

1 Epiphan. lix. 36: Theodoret, 
Haer. iii. 5. 

" Can. viii. enacts that Novatianist 
clergy shall, on professing adhesion to 
the discipline of the church as to com- 
munion with digamists and the lapsed, 
be admitted by imposition of hands, 
and allowed to retain their rank ; and 
it provides for cases of conflicting 
claims, by ordering that employment 
should be found for the Novatianist 
bishops as chorepiscopi (see below, chap. 
VIII. ii. 3) or as presbyters, unless 
the catholic bishops should be pleased 
to share the episcopal title with them. 
Socrates tells (i. 10) a story of Acesius, 
a Novatianist bishop, who had been 



invited to attend the council. Con- 
stantine asked him whether he as- 
sented to its creed and to its determi- 
nation respecting the time of Easter ; 
to which Acesius answered that both 
were in accordance with what he had 
always held as matter of apostolical 
tradition. The emperor then asked 
why he remained separate from the 
church ; on which the bishop staled 
the rigid notions of his sect as to the 
forgiveness of sins. Constantine re- 
joined by desiring him to " take a 
ladder, and go up to heaven by him- 
self." 

■ Socrat. iv, 28 ; v. 21-2 ; Giesel. I. 
i. 394. Socrates, who is favourable to 
the Novatianists (although it is pro- 
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occasion to write against it so late as the end of the sixth 
century.® 

The opposite movement at Carthage was altogether a 
failure. It was in vain that Felicissimus endeavoured to get 
his bishop acknowledged at Rome.P Most of the lapsed, 
who had adhered to him in the hope of gaining easy re- 
admission in a body to the church, were shocked at the 
establishment of a formal schism, and sued for reconcilia- 
tion on Cyprian's terms ; ^ after which we hear nothing 
further of Felicissimus. 

The great plague which has been already mentioned 
drew forth a signal display of Cyprian's charity and prac- 
tical energy, and of those fruits of Christian zeal and 
love, which, wherever they appeared, were found perhaps 
the most effective popular evidence in behalf of the faith 
which prompted them. While the heathen population of 
Carthage left their sick untended, and cast out the bodies 
of the dead into the streets — while all seemed to be 
hardened in selfishness, and wretches even invaded the 
houses of the dying for the purpose of plunder — and 
while the multitude reviled the Christians as having drawn 
down the visitation by their impiety towards the gods — 
Cyprian called his flock together, exhorted them by pre- 
cepts and examples from Scripture, and appointed to each 
his special work. The rich gave their money and the 
poor gave their labour towards the common object ; the 
dead bodies which tainted the air were buried ; and the 
sick, whether Christian or pagan, were nursed at the 
expense and by the care of the Christians.' 

bably a mistake to suppose that he • This was Eulogius, the contem- 

was himself a member of the sect), porary of Gregory the Great. Phot. 

complains that at Rome and Alexan- Bibl. codd. 182, 208, 280. 

dria they were oppressed by the catho- P Gyp. Ep. 59. 

lie bishops in the beginning of the fifth <« lb. sect. 15. 

century— having until then flourished, ' Pontius, y-io. 

at Rome especially, vii. 7, iz. 
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A fresh controversy soon arose to engage the attention 
of Cyprian. Cornelius died or was martyred * in Septem- 
ber, 252 ; and, after the Roman see had been held for 
less than eight months by Lucius, Stephen was chosen to 
fill it' Stephen, a man of violent and arrogant character, 
speedily embroiled himself with some Asiatic bishops on 
a question as to the manner of admitting converts from 
heresy and schism into the church. The question was 
one which had not practically occurred in the apostolic 
age ; " and, ha\ing been consequently left open by Scrip- 
ture, it had been variously determined by different 
churches. At Rome, proselytes were admitted by impo- 
sition of hands; in Asia, rebaptism had been practised; 
and for each method apostolical authority was pretended 
— in other words, each could plead immemorial local 
usage.* Synods held at Iconium and at Syrinada, appa- 
rently in the reign of Alexander Sevenis, had established 
the rule of rebaptism throughout most churches of Asia 
Minor.y In Africa the same practice had been sanc- 
tioned by a synod held under Agrippinus, bishop of 
Carthage, early in the third century ; ^ but — chiefly per- 
haps because conversions from sectarianism were rare— it 
seems to have fallen into disuse in the interval between 
Agrippinus and Cyprian.* 



• Cyprian, in writing both to Lucius 
(Ep. Ixi. 3) and to Stephen (Ixviii. 5) 
styles Cornelius a martyr ; but it would 
seem that the word is not meant to 
signify a violent death, although the 
Euscbian Chronicle (Patrol, xxvii. 
650), St. Jerome (De W. lUustr. 66 ; 
Vita S. Pauli, 2), and other later wri- 
ters, state that Cornelius was put to 
death. Sec Tillem. iiL 468; Migne, 
Patr. Lat. iii. 68x. 

* Euseb. vii. s. 

" Augustin. de Baptismo cont. Do- 
natistas, iv. 9. 

« Tillem. iv. 140 ; Mosh. 543-4 ; 
Walch, 1i. 315. 



y Dion. Alex. ap. Euseb. viL 7; 
Hefele, i. 82. 

« Cyp. Ep. 70. The date of this 
council was probably in the episcopate 
of Callistus of Rome, a.d. 218-222. 
(Hefele, i. 78-9.) Tertullian disallows 
the baptism of heretics. (De Bapt. 
15 ; De Pudic. 19.) See note by Dom 
Thomas, in Migne, iL 1x83 >' Munter, 
15X. 

* Aug. de Bapt. iiL 16 ; Mosh. 
S36-7 ; TUlem. iv. 143. On the whole 
question, see a learned note by Fell 
in Cyp. p. 243 (reprinted by Routb, 
Reliq. Sac. iii. 2io-x6, and by Migne, 
Patrol iiL 1073-7). 
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The origin of the disagreemeat between Stephen and 
he Asiatics is unknown, but it may possibly have been 
hat some orientals, residing at Rome, wished to introduce 
liere the practice of their native churches.^ Neither is 
: exactly known what Stephen's own opinion was ; 
rhether his words — that converts **from whatsoever 
eresy ** ^ should be received by imposition of hands — 
re to be understood absolutely, or whether (as seems 
lore probable) they ought to be interpreted with liraita- 
ionrs agreeable to the church's later judgment.^ It 
eems, however, to be certain that he was engaged in 
ontroversy with the Asiatics before the difference with 
Cyprian arose. He wrote to them on the subject of 
heir practice, and they refused to abandon it.« 

Cyprian was drawn into the controversy by a question 
)f some Numidian and Mauritanian bishops, who had pro- 
)ably been led to suspect the propriety of rebaptism by 
ieeing that the Novatianists used it in the case of prose- 
ytes from the church.^ He replied that converts must be 
baptized, unless they had received the regular baptism of 
the church before falling into heresy or schism, in which 
case imposition of hands would suffice.^ He argued that 
there could be only one church, one faith, one baptism ; 
that, as at baptism itself there is required a profession of 
belief in " life everlasting, and the forgiveness of sins 
through the holy church," ^ there can be no forgiveness 
unless within the church ; that the water cannot be sanc- 
tified unto cleansing by one who is himself unclean ; ^ and 

•» Mosh. 538. 540 ; SchrSckh, iv. 324 ; Neand. L 

« Gyp. Ep. Ixxiv. i. 441. 

* Sec Pearson, 54 ; Nat. Alex. vi. ' See Gyp. Ep. Ixxiii. 2. 
Dissert. 13-14 ; Pagi, uL 64 ; Thomas- « Ep. 71. 

sin, in Patrolog. iii. 1250, seqq. ; ^ " Gredis in vitam aeternam et re- 

Walch, iL 334, 345 ; Rettb. 160-5 ; He- missionem peccatorum per sanctam ec- 

fele, i. loo-ioi. clesiam?" Gone. Garth, de Bapt. I. 

* Dion. Alex. ap. Euseb. vii. 5. See (Ep. Ixx. 2.) See Heiuiley, ' Harmo- 
Maran, Vit. S. Gypr. c. 29 ; Mosh. nia Symbolica/ 19-20. Oxf. 1858. 
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— since the claim of prescription could not be advanced 
for this view in Africa, as it was in the east — ^he main- 
tained that reason ought to prevail over custom.'' The 
principle of rebaptism was affirmed by three Carthaginian 
councils, the last of which was held in September, 256; 
but, although they disclaimed all intention of laying down 
a rule for other churches, Stephen took violent offence at 
their proceedings ; he refused to see the envoys who had 
been sent to him after the second council,^ charged his 
tlock to withhold all hospitality from them, denounced 
Cyprian in outrageous language, as a " false Christ, false 
apostle, and deceitful worker," ™ and broke ofif commu- 
nion with the Africans," as he had before done with the 
Asiatics. Such a proceeding, however, on the part of a 
bishop of Rome in the third century, did not, like the 
excommunications of popes in later times, imply a claim 
of authority to separate from the body of Christ, or to 
deprive of the means of grace ; it was merely an exercise 
of the power which every bishop had to suspend religious 
intercourse with communities or persons whom he sup- 
posed to be in error.® 

Finding- himself thus cut off from communion with the 
great church of the west, Cyprian resolved to open a 
correspondence with the Asiatics who were in the same 
condition.? He therefore sent a letter with a report of 



• Cone. Carth. 1. c. 

^ " Non est autem de consuetudine 
prascribendum. sed ratione vincen- 
dum." Ep. Ixxi. 2. 

' That this mission was after the 
second council — not, as some sup- 
pose, after the third— see Walch, ii. 

361. 

" Firmil. ad Cypr. last section ;— 
*• Nonpudet Stephanum .... Cypri- 
anum pseudochristum et pseudaposto- 
lum et dolosum operarium dicere." 
[II Cor. xi. 13.] 

» This seems to be certain, ahhough 



some Romanists, unwilling to allow 
that a pope can have taken such a 
step against so eminent a saint as 
Cyprian, argue that Stephen went no 
further than threatening. See Baron. 
258. 50; Pagi, ill. 64: Tillem. iv. 156; 
Mosh. 538, 543; Walch, ii. 363 ; Rettb. 
172, 184-6. 

o Mosh. 447, 538. Compare the rea- 
soning of Tillemont as to something 
which took place at the council of 
Ephesus. xiv. 412. 

P Mosh. 543-4. 
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:eedings to Firmilian, bishop of Caesarea, in 
)cia (who has already been mentioned as a friend 
in). Firmilian in his answer deals very freely 
3hen's character and conduct — so much so, that 
editors to whom the epistle became known sup- 
t on account of its bearing against the later pre- 

of Rome, and that other Romanists have since 
the suppression, and have regretted that, through 
udent candour of less politic editors, such a docu- 
1 been allowed to see the lighL^i 
equel is not distinctly recorded. The death of 

early in the year 257,*" contributed towards a 
settlement of the dispute. Dionysius of Alex- 
whose own opinions probably inclined to the 
view,* exerted himself as a mediator by writing 
Stephen and to his successor, Xystus or Sixtus ; ' 
n the terms in which Cyprian's contemporary 
ler speaks of Xystus, as a "good and peace - 
priest," " it is inferred that the controversy was 
est for the time by an understanding that every 
jhould be left to its own judgment. The ques- 
jbaptism was afterwards decided against Cyprian's 
id also against the extreme opinion on the opi)o- 
, by the eighth canon of the council of Aries, 
rdered that, if the schismatical bap- 
. been administered in the name of * " ^'^' 
ity, converts should be admitted to the church 
sition of hands.* 

uze's note at the beginning '' Pearson, 60. 

,e (Patrol, iii. 1153); Pear- ■ Neander, however, thinks the con- 

r Works, ed. Churton, I. trary. i. 443. Comp. Walch, ii. 372-3. 

some Romanists (Missori, * Euseb. vii, 5 ; Tillem. iv. 142-3, 

r, &c.) have endeavoured 160 : Rettb. 193-4. 

genuineness, on account of " Pontius, c. 14 ; comp. Giesel. I. i. 

to Roman pretensions, but 397 : Tillem. iv. i6o-i. 

jrd supposes it to be a for- " Hard. i. 265. St. Jerome says 

papal interest ! See Giese- t^^^ ^^e bishops who had taken part 

i ; Quart Rev. xciii. 103. with Cyprian afterwards passed a de- 
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val there, a vision announced to him that he was 
lut to death next day ; the event, however, proved 
s delay of a day was to be interpreted as signify- 
year. The bishop's residence at Curubis was 
1 by frequent visits from his friends. By the 
which were at his disposal, he was enabled to send 
many of his brethren who had been carried 
) labour in the mines of Mauritania and Numidia, 
xe treated with great barbarity; and with these 
ler confessors he exchanged letters of sympathy 
:ouragement* 

he arrival of a new proconsul, Galerius, Cyprian 
called from banishment, and was ordered to 
at his gardens near Carthage. Valerian's second 
>re severe edict ^ had now been issued, and the 
was resolved to endure for his faith the worst 
n could inflict on him. Fearing, however, during 
>rary absence of the proconsul at Utica, lest he 
t>e carried to that city, instead of being sacrificed 
ight of his own people, he concealed himself for 
, but, on the return of Galerius to Carthage, he 
red at his gardens, and withstood all the 
es of his friends, who urged him to save himself 
It. On the 13th of September 258, he was 
to a place where the proconsul was staying for 
»very of his health, about four miles from Carth- 
lere the bishop was treated with great respect, 
s allowed to enjoy the society of his friends at 
while the streets around the proconsular house. 



Dns, it is impossible not to be 
It the kind of complaisance 

the historian here insists, 
f the persecutors, on some 

drcumstances allowed at 
fa man whose only crime 
ining his own opinions with 
ind coiuage" (note, ib. p. 

I. 



560 ; see too Mackintosh, ib. 537). 
M<»«over, it is very clear, even from 
the narrative of Pontius, that the case 
of Cyprian was not what Gibbon pro- 
fesses to consider it — an average speci- 
men of the treatment of the victims. 

• Epp. 77, seqq. 

l> Seep. X37. 

12 
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in which he was lodged, were thronged by Christians 
anxious for their pastor's safety. These had flocked 
from the capital on the news of his arrest ; many of them 
spent the night in the open air, and a vast multitude 
crowded the place of judgment when on the following 
day — the anniversary of the death of Cornelius of Rome 
— Cyprian was led forth for trial As he arrived, heated 
with the walk from the proconsul's house, a soldier of 
the guard, who had formerly been a Christian, offered 
him some change of dress ; but he declined the offer, 
saying that it was useless to remedy evils which would 
probably forthwith come to an end. On being required 
by the proconsul, in the name of the emperors, to offer 
sacrifice, Cyprian answered by a refusal. The magis- 
trate desired him to consider his safety. " Do as thou 
art commanded," was the reply ; " in so. righteous a 
cause, there is no room for consideration." It was with 
reluctance and difficulty that Galerius, after a short con- 
sultation with his advisers, pronounced the inevitable 
sentence, — that Thascius Cyprian, as having long been 
a ringleader in impiety against the gods of Rome, aiid 
having resisted the attempts made by the emperors to 
reclaim him, should be beheaded with the sword, in 
punishment of his offences, and as a warning to his 
followers. The bishop received his doom with an 
expression of thankfulness to God; and a cry arose 
from the Christians who were present, " Let us go and 
be beheaded with him ! " Cyprian was without delay 
conducted to the scene of execution — a level space sur- 
rounded by thick trees, the branches of which were soon 
filled by members of his flock, who eagerly climbed up, 
"like Zacchseus," that they might witness their bishop's 
triumph over death. After having knelt for a short time 
in prayer, he bound his eyes with his own hands, and, 
having directed that a present should be given to the 
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executioner, submitted himself to the sword. His body 
was deposited in a neighbouring spot, " because of the 
curiosity of the heathen," but was afterwards removed by 
torchlight with great solemnity, and laid in an honour- 
able sepulchre ; while his blood, which had been care- 
fully caught in cloths and handkerchiefs as it fell, was 
treasured up as a precious relic. 

It is said that Cyprian daily read some portion of Ter- 
tuUian's works, and that he was accustomed to ask for 
the book by saying to his secretary, " Give me my 
master." ^ The influence of his great countrj'man on his 
mind is abundantly evident in his writings ; ^ perhaps 
Tertullian's Montanism may have shared, as well as the 
African temperament,® in producing Cyprian's tendency to 
a belief in frequent supernatural visitations. But if Cyprian 
was inferior to the earlier writer in originality and genius, 
he was free from his exaggeration and irregularity, and 
possessed talents for practical life of which Tertullian 
gives no indication. The master was carried into schism; 
the scholar's great and ruling idea was that of unity in 
the visible church, and it was on this that his con- 
troversies turned. In his treatise on the subject he 
ransacks Scripture for types and arguments ; he con- 
cludes that " he who has not the church for his mother, 
cannot have God for his Father;"^ that the church is 
as the ark of Noah, without which there was no deliver- 
ance from destruction ; « that for those who are separate 
from the visible church neither miracles nor martyrdom 
can avail as evidences of faith or as grounds of hope.^ 

« Hieron. de W. lUustr. c. 53. ' De Unitate Eccles. 6: 

* Rettb. 17, 19, 30, 36, 218, 231 ; « lb. 

Neand. ii. 446. For Cyprian's obliga- ^ lb. 15, 19. Here, it will be ob- 

dons to Minucius Felix, see Le Nourry, served, Cyprian opposed the tendency 

in Migne's Patrologia, iiL 405-8. of his age to overvalue martyrdom. 

* Neand. i. 329. 
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While we may agree in his principles generally, it can 
hardly be doubted that he carries them out with a 
reasoning too precise for the nature of the subject ; that 
he does not sufficiently consider the share which Ae 
character and circumstances of each individual, as well 
as his outward position or profession, have in deter- 
mining his state before God ; or the indications afforded 
by Scripture, that, besides the main broad system of the 
Divine government, there is also with the Almighty a 
merciful regard to exceptions and peculiarities, — z. regard 
of which man indeed may not presume to forestall the 
effect, but which we are yet bound reverently, charitably, 
and thankfully to keep in mind.* 

It would, however, be an utter misunderstanding (rf 
Cyprian to suppose that in his views of unity he was 
influenced either by want of charity towards those whose 
schism he condemned, or by a wish to secure for himself, 
as bishop, a tyrannical domination over the minds of 
men. It was the tendency of the age to elevate the 
episcopate, as a power conducive to strength, to union, 
regularity, and peace ; but if Cyprian bore a part in 
promoting the exaltation of his order, it was the natural 

* By ttccommodation I mean the may easily do) the principle involved 

principle observable in God's merciful in it from its details, consider first,— 

dispensations, of suiting Himself to Is it unlikely that God should appoint 

the infirmities and errors of His crea- a special <»ganization of the means of 

tures, by occasional variations of His grace in His church ? Secondly, 0^ 

own stated laws, without any repeal of when that organization has been nun 

those laws themselves. To begin from or less impaired^ He should conde^md 

the highest ground : — It is evident that to continue His gifts in a manner ac- 

all mercy is an accommodation of this comtnodated to the alteration f 
kind ; a suspension in particular cases " Nay, it is supposable that the 

of the execution of the laws of rigorous whole body of [irregular religiotts] 

justice ; those laws still preserving their systems, though human and unauAo- 

supreme authority, and being virtually rized, may be found to form desigmd 

acknowledged in the very gratitude members in a vast scheme of divine 

which hails their apparent superses- moral government, ^wAirA M^cAwfrA 

sion .... itself is as yet hut a partt thougjkike 

" With this striking example [of the noblest part:*— ArcYicr Butler, Se^ 

Fall and the Redemption] impressed mons. Dubl. 1849, PP* 47°* 47^3* 

on your minds, and separating (as you 480-z. 
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>f his great character^ not the object or the result 
imbition> Now that Christianity had long been 
ed by multitudes as a religion derived by inherit- 
aot embraced from special conviction — now that 
ind freedom from persecution had produced a 
I deterioration in the community, so that the 

could not reckon on unanimous support in his 
res for the regulation of the church — it was neces- 
r the public good that he should sometimes act 
own authority in a greater degree than the bishops 
ier times. Yet Cyprian was far from any attempt 
blishing an autocracy ; it was his practice, as well 
desire, to take no important step except in con- 
m with his clergy and his people.^ 
the other hand, the unity which Cyprian contem- 

was utterly unHke that of later Rome.™ In his 
5s with the Roman bishops he appears on tenns of 
: equality with them. He writes to them and of 
as merely his "brethren and colleagues." Far 
Lcknowledging a superiority in them, he remon- 
with Cornelius for lowering the dignity common 

members of the episcopate.** He admonishes 
in when negligent of his duty in one case ; he de- 
his judgment null, and sets it aside, in another ;« 
ats the idea of a " bishop of bishops " as mon- 
p — ^far as Stephen's understanding of such a title 

Jckh, iv. 278 ; Neand. i. 268. • Epp. 67-8, as to the affair of Mar- 

28, 38, &c. See MOhler* dan, bishop of Aries, and that of the 

in der Kirche/ 198-202, ed. 2. Spanish bishops Basilides and MartiaL 

Uible opposition to the German See Field, iii. 348, 355-8, ed. Lond. 

irho suppose that Cyprian 1850 ; Barrow, 548-552, 570 ; Quart. 

to set up a new and higher Rev. xciii. 105-8. 

the- episcopate, Dr Pusey p " Neque enim quisquam nostrum 

at he condescended from an episcopum se episcoporum constituit, 

h he had inherited. ' Councils aut tyrannico terrore ad obsequendi 

urch,* c. iiL Oxford, 1857. necessitatem collegas suos adigit, 

Field on the Church, b. V. c. quando habeat omnls episcopus pro 

idorf, ' Der Primat der rOm, licentia libertatis et potestatis suae ar- 

" £p. lix. 2. bitrium proprium, tamque judicari ab 
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fell short of the more recent Roman pretensions. 1 
supposing all the passages in which he magnifies 
Roman church to be genuine — (and where words of \ 
sort are wanting in some manuscripts there is an aim 
certain presumption against them, inasmuch as in t 
times to which the manuscripts belong there was i 
temptation to omit, but a strong inducement to inse 
such words *i) — still the dignity which he assigns to th. 
church, to its supposed apostolic founder and his su« 
cessors, is only that of precedence among equals ; it i 
rather purely symbolical than in any way practical. H* 
regards St Peter as the type of apostleship, and tht 
Roman church as the representative of unity ; ^ he iO' 
terprets the promise of ** the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven " as given to the apostle for the whole episcopal 
order ; * his language and his actions are alike inconsistent 
with any idea of subjection to Rome as a higher authority 
entitled to interfere with other churches or to overrule 
their determinations. 



alio non possit quam nee ipse potest 
alterum judicare. Sed expectemus 
universi judicium Domini nostri Jesu 
Christi, qui unus et solus habet potes- 
tatem et praeponendi nos in ecclesiae 
sux gubcmatione, et de actu nostro 
judicandL" Gyp. ad Cone. Garth, de 
Bnptismo III. (Migne, iii. 1054). 

4 "Some of these are almost cer- 
tainly interpolated ; one, and perhaps 
the most celebrated, in the treatise 
* De Unitate Ecclesiae ' (c. 4), has 
words which are wanting in most 
MSB. Baluze followed Bishop Fell 
in rejecting them, and so the f^sage 
was printed before his death, which 
took place while his edition was in the 
press ; but the Benedictines, on whom 
the completion of the work devolved, 
cancelled the leaf, and, while they 
preserved in the notes Baluze's rea- 
sons for rejection, restored the words 
in their text for the sake of uni- 



formity with other French editions 
(•propterea quod servata ftjeruntio 
omnibus editionibus quae in Gallia v> 
annis cl. prodierunt ')•' Quart Re^* 
xciii. 1Z4. See Ellendorf, l i8s; 
Janus, 137-8. 

"■ ** I can discern little solidity in this 
conceit," says Barrow, "and as Utde 
harm." 73. 

* Ep. 33. Cyprian, in speaking 0^ 
the misdeeds of Novatus after his >*• 
moval to Rome, says, *' Plane quoniaffl 
pro magnitudine sua debeat Caiths^ 
nem Roma praecedere, illic majora et 
graviora commisit" (Ep. xlix. a, P** 
trol. iii. 728). But, although the ecde- 
siastical pre-eminence of Rome vas 
founded on its secular greatness (as 
will be shown hereafter), these wads 
can hardly be quoted as if they bore 
on the ecclesiastical question, so as to 
aflfbrd a ground of argument against 
the Roman view. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

^ROM THE ACCESSION OF GALLIENUS TO THE GRANT OF 
TOLERATION BY CONSTANTINE. 

A.D. 261-313. 

^ALLiENus, when left sole emperor by the captivity of 
^^ father and colleague, put a stop to the ^.d. 261- 
^ersecution which Valerian had commenced, 268. 
^d issued edicts by which the exiles were recalled, the 
'^^eteries were restored to the Christians, and a free 
^ercise of religion was granted.* Thus was Christianity 
^^ the first time acknowledged as a lawful religion ; a 
^nefit which, in so far as the frivolous and worthless 
^ce was concerned, it probably owed to his indifference 
ther than to any better motive. 

In this reign began a contest as to the see of Antioch,. 
lich lasted several years. Paul, a native of Samosata, 
d been appointed bishop about the year 260. He 
joyed the protection of Zenobia, queen of Palmyra, 
i was generally admired for his eloquence ; but both 
opinions and his manners gave scandal to many of 
: neighbouring clergy, and to the more discerning 
tion of his flock. Through the favour of Zenobia, as 
supposed, he obtained a considerable civil office ; ^ and 
chose to be addressed by the title of ducenary rather 
n by that of bishop. In his public appearances Paul 
scted the state and pomp of a Roman magistrate ; he 
»n introduced much -of this display into his ecclesi- 

£useb. vii. 13. called from his salary of aoo sesterces 

Ducenarius — an officer employed — ^about ;^i6oo. Gibbon, i. 573 ; Gie- 
he coUeciion of the revenue, and so sel. I. i. 300. 



1 84 



PAUL OF SAMOSATA, 



BookI 



astical functions. He erected a tribunal^ and railed off a 
secretum in his church ; in preaching he used the gestures 
of secular orators, while he expected the hearers to 
receive his words with clapping of hands and waving of 
handkerchiefs, as if in a theatre ; he discarded the old 
grave music of the church, and introduced female singers 
into his choir ; nay, it is said that he substituted hymns 
in celebration of himself for those which had been sung 
in honour of the Saviour, and that he caused himself to 
be extolled by the preachers of his party as an angel 
from heaven. He is charged with having enriched him- 
self by taking bribes, not only in the character of 
ducenary, but in his episcopal capacity of arbiter between 
the brethren. And he is further accused of luxurious 
living, and of indecent familiarity with young women- 
two of whom were his constant companions .^ 

It has been supposed that Paul's system of doctrine was 
framed with a view to the favour of his patroness, who is 
said by St Athanasius to have been attached to Judaism.^ 
His adversaries describe it as akin to that of Artemon.* 
He maintained that there is no distinction of Persons in 
the Godhead ; that the Logos and the Holy Ghost are in 
the Father in the same manner as the reason and the 



^ These statements are taken from 
the letter of the council which deposed 
him (Euseb. viL 30). As he objected 
to the Christian hymns on account of 
their having been lately composed, it 
has been inferred that he substituted 
the Old Testament psalms (Mosh. 703: 
Neand. ii. 330-1). Mosheim sees in 
this a wish to fdease his patroness, but 
Neander thinks otherwise. The state- 
ment that Paul caused hymns to be 
sung in his own honour might almost 
seem incredible; yet, as Dr. Routh 
points out, St. Jerome's evidence Qn 
Matth. xxi. 15) that it was usual to 
welcome bishops with shouts of " Ho- 



sanna ** may serve to lessen the impro- 
bability (Reliq. Sac. iii. 340; comp. 
Bingham, II. iv. 3). The sermons Bi 
praise of Paul were no doubt contro- 
versial, and preached after the b^in- 
ning of the contest (Mosh. 704). As 
to the last charge, Heinichen (Excur- 
sus 13 in Euseb.) stnmgly argues that, 
while the bishop's association with htt 
female companions was imprudent, 
there is no reason to suppose that 
there was anything worse in it 

d Hist Arian. ad .Monachos, 71: 
Theodoret, Haer. ii. 8 ; Mosh. 706. 

^ Euseb. vu. 30 ; Theod. ii. 8. 
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spirit are in man ; that when the Logos is said to have 
been from everlasting, nothing more than an ideal 
existence in the Divine foreknowledge is meant; that 
His ** generation " means only a going forth to act ; that 
Jesus was a mere man (although it was perhaps admitted 
that his birth was supernatural) ; that he is called Son of 
God, as having in a certain sense become such through 
the influence of the Divine Logos, which dwelt in him, 
but without any personal union/ 

In order to the consideration of the charges against 
Paul, a S)nQod of bishops and clergy from Syria, Asia, 
and Arabia, assembled at Antioch in 264. Among the 
members were Firmilian, Gregory of Neocaesarea, and 
his brother Athenodore; and the venerable Dionysius 
of Alexandria, although compelled by age and infirmity 
to excuse himself from attendance, addressed to the 
assembly a letter in strong condemnation of Paul's 
opinions.* The accused, however, succeeded in throwing 
a veil over his unsoundness ; he satisfied his brethren by 
expressing himself in plausible terms, and by promising 
to abstain from everything that could give offence.^ The 
promise was not kept Two more councils were held ; ^ 
and at the second of these the subtleties which had 
imposed on less expert theologians were ^.d. 269- 
detected by a presbyter named Malchion, 270. 
who, having formerly been a distinguished sophist or 
rhetorician, was skilled in the intricacies of such disputa- 
tion. The bishop was deposed, and Domnus, son of his 
predecessor, was appointed to succeed him.^ 

Paul. still persisted in keeping his position. Relying 
on the protection of 2^nobia, and probably supported by 

f Athanas. c. Apollinar. ii. 3 (t L ^ Euseb. viL s8. 

943); Epiphan. Ixv. x-a ; Mosh. 709, i Tillem. iv. 396-7; Clinton, a.d. 

713-13. 365. Baronius and Pagi (iiL 178-9) 

K Euseb. vii. 37. Dionysius died allow only one coundl after the first, 

soon after this. Ibid. 38. k Euseb. vii. 39 ; Hieron. de Viris 
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a large party among the Christians of Antioch, he retained 
the episcopal house, with the church which adjoined it j 
and the dispute as to the possession of these was refemed 
to the emperor Aurelian, soon after hi^ 
73-4« yictory over Zenobia. Aurelian wisely al> — 
stained from intermeddling in a question of ChristianB. 
doctrines and usages. He decided that the building!^ 
should belong to that party which the bishops of Rom& 
and of Italy should acknowledge as being in communion, 
with themselves; and their judgment, pronounced in 
favour of Domnus, was enforced by the civil power."* 
From this time the followers of Paul became a heretical 
sect, whose baptism, although administered in the name 
of the Trinity, was disallowed by the church, on the 
ground that the orthodox words of administration were 
used by them in a heterodox meaning.** 



Illustr. 71. This council is generally 
supposed (although the fact has been 
questioned by Dr. Burton and others) 
to have condemned the term d/noo^ffLOS 
{consubstantial or coesseniiat); whether 
it were that Paul used it in a sense 
different from that in which the Nicene 
council afterwards adopted it, or that 
he made it the foundation for hetero- 
dox inferences. See Athan. de Syno- 
dis, 43-7, and Newman's notes in Oxf. 
Transl. pp. 147, 165-76; Bull, v. 92- 
98 ; Suicer in voc. ; Tillem. iv, 300-1 ; 
Routh, Rel. Sac. iii. 362-5 ; Burton, 
ti. 399 ; Newman on Arianism, 31, 
209; Hefele, i. 115. As to a letter 
said to have been written by six 
oishops in the matter of Paul, see 
Hefele, i. iia. ^ 

1 It seems most probable that both 
are included in the words rod TrjS ^K' 
K\r}<rlas oIkov (Euseb. vii. 30 ; Tillem' 
V. 30a; Mosh. 713). Mosheim (716) 
and Gibbon Ql. 574) suppose that the 
people took part with Paul because 
their right of election had been set 



aside in the appointment of Domntis 
to the see by authority of the council 
alone. But if the usual practice was 
violated in this case, surely the attach* 
ment of the people to the heretical 
bishop was more likely a cause than a 
consequence of the council's proceed- 
ing. Comp. Bingham, IV. ii. 12. 

°* Euseb. vii. 30 ; Mosh. 717-18 ; 
Burton, ii. 405 ; Neand. i. 196. The 
remarks of some Romanists— which 
may be exemplified by the Abb^ Rohr- 
bacher's mention of the affair in his 
table of contents (vol. v.) — " Primaut^ 
du Si&ge de Rome reconnue par Aurd- 
lien "—are palpably absurd. The east- 
em bishops, having been parties in the 
case, were disqualified for acting as 
umpires. Aurelian, therefore, referred 
it to another portion of the church- 
naturally naming as first the bishop of 
his own imperial city. 

° Cone. Nican., a.d. 325, c 19; 
Athan. adv. Arianos, ii. 43. See He- 
fele, i. 41 z. 
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an's impartial decision in the case of Paul was 
^ever, prompted by any favourable disposition 

the gospel. The emperor was ^.d. 270- 
ievoted to the pagan system, and 275. 
tecially to the worship of the sun, of which his 
lad been a priestess.** He regarded the Chris- 
h contempt ; p and, notwithstanding 
lints imposed on him by the measures ' ' '^* 
inus, he had issued an order for a persecution, 
of gratitude to the gods for his success in war, 
fore the document could be generally circulated, 
Lssassinated in his camp.<i 
Dears to have been during the reign of Aurelian, 
)ably about the year 270, that Manes began to 
lis opinions in Persia.' As to the history of this 
Mahomet, the Greek and the oriental accounts 
dely from each other. The Greeks' trace the 
D a Saracen merchant named Scythian, who, after 
fccome rich by trading to India, is said to have 
t Alexandria, and to have devised a philosophical 
)f his own.* At his death," which took place in 

IS, 4 ; Gibbon, L 394. 729 ; Burton iL 4x0 ; Neand. ii. 165 ; 

20 ; Mosh. 559. Milman, ii. 328. Beausobre (i. 153) 

vii. 30 ; Lactantius (?) de and Mosheim (L c) date the composi- 

ersecutorura, 6 ; Pagi, iii. tion about 330. Heraclian, bishop of 

h. 358-60 ; Gibbon, i. 572- Chalcedon, referred the authorship to 

sot's note. one Hegemonius (Phot. Bibl. cod. 85), 

»bon, ii. 185 ; Qinton, A.D. See Zacagni's preface. 

Manes was probably bom t The Disputation (51) and Epi- 

Beausobre, i. 122 ; Biuton, phanius (xlvi. 2) place Scythian in the 

apostolic age, which is clearly incon- 

ef source of this account is sistent with the other dates of the 

)f the disputation between story. 

ind Manes, which may be " Disput. 52. Epiphanius (c. 3X un- 

»gni's 'Collectanea Monu- supported by earlier authority, says 

(Rome, 1798), or in Routh's that he was thrown from a housetop 

voL V. The genuineness by demons — the same death wluch is 

: is much questioned, and ascribed to Terebinth — and that Tere- 

vith reason, as by Beau- binth, instead of returning to his mas- 

8-Z2, 129-54. See Mosh. ter^s widow (who is said by Epiphanius 
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Palestine, his manuscripts,^ with the rest of his property 
fell to his servant Terebinth, who, in order to obtain ^ 
more favourable field for the propagation of his doctrines, 
went into Persia, where he assumed the name of Buddas.^ 
He was, however, beaten in disputation by the priests o^ 
the national religion ; and while engaged in incantations 
on the roof of his house, he was thrown headlong and 
killed by an angel or a demon.y On this, a widow witb 
whom he had lodged, and who had been his only convert, 
buried the body and took possession of his wealth ; she 
bought a boy seven years old, named Cubricus, or Cor- 
bicius, liberated him, bestowed on him a learned educa- 
tion, and, dying when he had reached the age of twelve, 
left him heir to all that she possessed. Cubricus assumed 
the name of Manes,^ and, after an interval of nearly half a 



to have resembled the first heresiarch's 
Helena in character, while the author 
of the Disputation is content to de- 
scribe her as a captive), ran off with 
Scythian's money and MSS. into Per- 
sia. See Beausob. i. 50-3. 

^ Some ascribe the authorship of 
these MSS., which consisted of four 
books, to Scythian, others to Tere- 
binth (Beausob. i. 46). The words of 
the Disputation — "qui [Terebinthus] 
scripsit ei [Scythiano] quatuor libros " 
— seem to mean that they were writ- 
ten by Terebinth at his master's dic- 
tation. 

* Disput. 5a ; Cyrill. Hierosol. 
Catech. vi. 23. Beausobre (i. 54) says 
that this was merely a translation of 
his Greek name — Boutatn or Bouttma 
being Chaldaean for the terebinth-Xxet. 
So too Lassen, 'Indische Alterthum- 
skunde,' iii. 407. 

y Disput. 52; Cyrill. Hierosol. yi. 
33. See Beausobre for the various 
accounts, i. 59. Professor Lassen 
thinks that Scythian is an imaginary 
person, and that Terebinth was the 
real originator of Manichseism. (iii. 



406-7.) Comp. Baur, 'Manich. Bdi- 
gions-System,' 462. 

' In allusion (it is said) to his do- 
quence— the word signifying in P«^ 
sian speech or discouru (Cyrill. vl i^ 
Epiphanius says that the word meant 
in Babylonian a vessel or instrument 
((T/ceCos), but that he was provi- 
dentially led to choose a name which 
in Greek signified madness, (bcvl 6 ; 
cf. Cyrill. L c. ; Titus, bishop of Bos- 
tra [about A.D. 360], in Canisius, L 6a) 
" Soit pour ^viter cette fficheuse allii- 
sion," says Tillemont, " soit simf^ 
ment pour donner k !K>n nom ime te^ 
minaison Grecque, ses sectateurs Tap* 
pelaient Metnichiet et ils pnftendaient 
signifier par ce nom qu'il rifiandaii 
iX^^ /»ndS9] la nuume d'une doctrine 
celeste" Ov. 383. Cf. Aug. de H«res. 
46, init ; c. Faust, xix. 21). Another 
interpretation of the name represents ' 
it as meaning comforter. (See Bcao* 
sobre, i. 65-74 I Suicer, s. v. to/»- 
KkrfTOi.) Professor Lassen says that 
it unquestionably comes from the old 
Persian manich, i.e. spirit, iii. 405. 
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ry,^ as to which no details are given, appeared at 
srsian court, canying with him the books of Scythian, 
he had interpolated with ''anile fables,'* and claimed 
own productions. He undertook to cure a son of 
)apor of a dangerous sickness, and, having failed in 
tempt, was cast into prison.^ While he was in con- 
mt, two of his disciples, whom he had sent out on 
»ns, retiuned, and reported that they had foimd 
ians the most impracticable class of all with whom 
lad argued. On this Manes procured the Christian 
ures,<^ and adopted much from them into his system, 
I himself the apostle of Christ, and the Paraclete.** 
caped from prison, and opened a communication 
/[arcellus, an eminent and pious Christian of Cas- 
vhose influence he was anxiqus to secure for the 
imendation of his doctrine.® The bishop of the 
Archelaus, however, won over his envoy, Tyrbo, 
3m him and others discovered the doc- 
of the sect, with the history of its * ^''* 
^ Archelaus vanquished the heresiarch in confe- 
at Cascara and Diodoris ; and Manes soon after 
fell into the hands of the Persian king, by whose 
he was flayed alive.' 

ording to the oriental statements, on the other hand, 
was a Persian, of the magian or sacerdotal caste, 



rectus igitur puer ille annorum 
xaginta" (Disput. 53). The 
MS. reads "septtiaginta." 
>. 53. Mosheim suggests that 

of the story may have arisen 
sunderstanding of a Persian 
; that the prince's disease was 
;«, — that Mani was eipployed 
tfoTf and that by the pupil's 
vacant his ptrversum/rofM the 

of Zoroaster! Thus Mosheim 
ocount for the favour shown to 
»iarch by Hormisdas, whom 
OSes to have been the prince in 



question. 739-740. 

^ In order to obtain a copy, his dis- 
ciples had to pretend that they were 
Christians. Disp. 54. 

d lb. 13, 54; Cyrill. vi. 25. St. 
Augustine speaks of these titles as 
equivalent De Hseres. 46, t. viii. 38 ; 
c. Epist. Fundamenti, 7. 

* Disp. 1-5. It is disputed whether 
Cascara here means Cashgar or Car- 
rhae. See Beausob. i. 137, seqq., zgx ; 
Routh, Rel. Sac. v. 19, ao, 25. 

f Disp. 6. 

« lb. 55. 
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and possessed an extraordinary variety of accomplish- 
ments.^ He embraced Christianity, and is said by one 
authority* to have been a presbyter in the church before 
he formed his peculiar scheme of doctrine. Having been 
imprisoned by Sapor on accoimt of his opinions, he 
escaped, travelled in India and China, and at length 
retired into a cave in Turkestan, telling his disciples that 
he was about to ascend into heaven, and that at the end 
of a year he would meet them again at a certain place.'' 
The interval was employed in elaborating his system, aud, 
on his reappearance, he produced the book of a new 
revelation, adorned with symbolical pictures by his own 

hand.^ After the death of Sapor he returned 
' * to the Persian court, where he was well re- 
ceived by Hormisdas, and made a convert of him ; but 
within less than two years he lost his royal patron. The 
next king, Varanes, at first treated him with favour, but 

was soon gained over by his enemies; he 
• 277. £jjyjjg^ j^jjjj ^Q dispute with the magians, and 

on their declaring .Mani a heretic, caused him to be put 
to death — whether by flaying, crucifixion, or sawing 
asunder, is uncertain.™ 

Although Manichseism in many points resembled some 
of the gnostic systems, the likeness did not arise from 
any direct connection, but from the Persian element which 
it had in common with gnosticism.** Manes was not in- 
fluenced either by Jewish traditions or by Greek philo- 
sophy ; but, in addition to the Zoroastrian and the Chris- 



^ Beausob. i. X57. 

» See Mosh. 737. 

^ Beausob. i. 187. Lassen disbe- 
lieves the story of his travels. 

1 Beausob. i. 190. 

"™ lb. 205 ; Mosh. 733-740 ; Beausob. 
i. 167-Z70 ; Baur, 43X. Dean Milman 
endeavours to harmonize the eastern 
and western stories, {u. 337.) Lassen 



says that the oriental accounts are of 
the Mahometan time, and are untrust- 
worthy, iii. 407. 

° TUlem. iv. 368; Schrdckh, iv. 
418 ; Neand. ii. 157-8. Vet if there 
be any truth in the derivation of the 
system from Scythian of Alexandria, a 
connexion with gnosticism is traced. 
Matter, iii. 73. 
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tian sources from which his scheme was partly derived, it 
has been supposed that in the completion of it he drew 
largely from the doctrines of Buddhism,® with which (it 
the account of his eastern travels be rejected) it appears 
that he might have become acquainted in his native 
country.P 

The deliverance of Persia from the Parthian yoke by 
Artaxerxes had been followed by a reforma- 

• • A U 22*7 

tion of the national religion. *i The belief in one ' ' 

supreme being, anterior to the opposite powers of light 
and darkness or of good and evil, had been established, 
and a persecution had been carried on against those who 
maintained the original and independent existence of 
Ormuzd and Ahriman.' This system of pure dualism, 
however, was taken up by Manes. He held that there 
were two principles, eternally opposed to each other, and 
presiding respectively over the realms of light and dark- 
ness. To the former the name of God properly belonged ; 
the latter, although the Manichees admitted that in some 
sense he too might be styled God (as St. Paul speaks of 
*'the God of this world'**), was more rightly named 



° See Baur, 434, seqq. ; Neand. il 
159, seqq. ; Milman, ii. 322-5 ; Pusey, 
in TransL of St Augustine's Confes- 
sions (Oxf. 1838), 314-15 ; Matter, iii. 
77. The Buddas of the Greek story 
is supposed to have originated in a 
misunderstanding of some legend as to 
Buddha, and this conjecture is fa- 
voured by the statement that he pre- 
tended to have been, like Buddha 
(Hieron. adv. Jovinian. i. 4a ; Baur, 
441), bom of a virgin. (Disp. 52; 
Neand. ii. z6o; Milm. ii. 325.) On 
the other hand, Gieseler (I. L 304-5) 
refers to Schneckenburger as having 
disproved Baur's theory. Beausobre 
(i. 57) supposes that Terebinth did not 
pretend to have been bom of a virgin, 
but that the story of the eastern Bud- 



dha was wrongly transferred to him. 
See Baur, 463. 

P See Lassen, iii. 408-415. 

^ Beausob. i. 165. 

^ See ib., 175 ; Gibbon, c. viii. ; 
Milman, ii. 310-14 ; Giesel. I. i, 304-5 ; 
Dollinger, 'Heidenth. u. Judenth.' 
35^ 650. 

* II Cor. iv. 4 ; Faustus ap. Aug. c. 
Faust, xxi. z. Faustus denies that the 
demon was really regarded as God, but 
Augustine will not admit his distinc- 
tion. It would seem that, by the time 
of Augustine, Manichseism had been 
developed by being carried out into 
minute detail, and by being rested on 
an elaborate misconstruction of Scrip- 
ture. 
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Demon or Matter (vkv)). These powers were independent 
of each other; but God was the superior.' God con- 
sisted of pure light, infinitely more subtle than that of 
our world, and without any definite bodily shape;" the 
demon had a gross material body.* Each realm was com- 
posed of five elements, which were peopled by beings of 
kindred natures ; and, while the inhabitants of the worid 
of light lived in perfect love and harmony, those of Ae 
world of darkness were continually at strife among them- 
selves.y In one of their wars, the defeated party fled to 
the lofty mountains which bounded the two worlds;- 
thence they descried the realm of light, whose existence 
had before been imknown to them ; and forthwith all the 
powers of darkness, la3dng aside their internal disconte, 
united to invade the newly-discovered region." God dien 
produced from himself a being called Mother of Life, and 
from her one named Primal Man, whom he armed with 
the five good elements, and sent forth to combat agaimt 
the powers of evil.* The invaders, however, were pre- 
vailing, when, at the prayer of Primal Man, God sent 
forth Living Spirit, by whom they were driven out, and 
Primal Man was rescued ; although not until the powers 
of darkness had swallowed " a portion of his armour, 
which is the living soul.''^ To this part, thus enchained 
in the bondage of matter, was given the name of Passible 
Jesus ; ® and thenceforth it was the object of the spirits of 



t Disp. 7 ; Tit. Bostr, p. 87 ; Epi- 
phan. Ixvi. 14 ; Theodoret, Haer. iii. 
a6, p. 313, d ; Beausob. i. 175-9, 489 ; 
Mosh. 755, 765, 774 ; Ritter, v. 155-6. 

" Manes ap. Aug. c. Epist. Fun- 
dam. 76, 19 ; Beausob. i. 469 ; Baiu:, 

* xxug. Confess, v, 20 ; De Genesi 
adv. Manich. i. 27-8 ; Baur, 78. 

y Disp. 7 ; Aug. c. Epist. Fundam. 
4, 31 ; Tit. Best. pp. 68, 70-2, 87 ; 
Mosh. 759-60 ; Pusey, 318. 



■ Tit Bostr. pp. 7a, 90 ; Thcodoret^ 
Haer. i. 26. 

* Disp. 7. 

^"Eipayov ix ttjs ircLyoirXlas 
oi&roi;, 6 iffrtp ij ^hndl' 

*= Tit Bostr. p. 92. See Mosh. 788-9, 
796, 798-9 ; Neand. ii. 172-6 ; Matter, 
iii. 83. Beausobre (ii. 554), Mosheim 
(796), and Baur (72) think that St Augus- 
tine confounded the y^sus paHbUis 
with the Christ of the system. 
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:o detain tlie heavenly particles which they had 
while GckI was bent on effecting their deliver- 
1 order to their gradual emancipation, Living 
the command of God, framed our world out of 
in which the elements of light and darkness 
ne commingled during the late struggle.® The 
darkness produced children ; their prince, by 
these, concentrated in himself the particles of 
essence which were diffused through their 
ind he employed the materials thus obtained 
nation of man, moulded after the image of the 
Primal Man. Adam was therefore a microcosm, 
in himself all the elements of both kingdoms, 
oul of light and one of darkness, with a body 
1 material, and therefore necessarily evil.» With 
retaining him in bondage, his maker forbade 
,t of the tree of knowledge ; but Christ or an 
he form of the serpent, instructed him — he ate 
nlightened.** The Demon produced Eve, and, 
Grod put into her a portion of heavenly light, 
: strong enough to master her evil tendencies, 
ed Adam to sensual pleasure ; disregarding the 
5 of God, who had charged him to restrain, by 
his higher soul, the desires of his lower soul and 
y, he yielded and fell ; the particles of heavenly 

'. p. 8i. Disp. 7, lo, 14 ; Tillem, iv. 368 ; Mosh. 

Mosh. 811, 823 ; Baur, 178-82 ; Matter, iii. 85-6 ; Baur, 138, 

e formation of the world seqq. Against the doctrine of the two 

to have preceded that of souls see Aug. de Duabus Animabus. 

r, X3I, seqq. Baur differs somewhat from the usual 

le Hesiodic theogony, view here. 162, seqq. 

ilH^isdffm, the first wife h Aug. de Haeres. 40 (col. 37); c. 

on the point of being de- Faust, i. 3 ; xxii. 49 ; Neander, ii. 183. 

tiene, he swallowed her Tlus reversal of the parts of God and 

isdom and sagacity thus Satan in the temptation has already 

lanently identified with come before us in Gnosticism (p. 55). 

" Grote, Hist, of Greece, Tyrbo says that the tree of knowledge 

was Jesus himself Disp. 10. 

Aug. de Nat. Boni,. 46 ; 

13 
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light became yet further enthralled to matter; and, a 
the race of man continued, it deteriorated more and moT' 
from generation to generation.* 

God had produced out of himself two beings of piffi 
light — Christ and the Holy Spirit — whose office it was 
help in the deliverance of mankind. Christ dwelt by 
power in the sun, and by his wisdom in the moon — wtt 
were therefore to be worshipped, not as deities, but 
his habitations ; the Holy Spirit dwelt in the air.^ Th^ 
world was supported by a mighty angel, who from his 
office was called in Greek Omophoros (bearer on i 
shoulders) ; and the frequent signs of impatience exhibi' j 
ted by this being (whose movements were the cause of 
earthquakes) hastened the coming of Christ in human 
form.^ As the evil natiure of matter rendered it unsuitable ; 
that the Saviour should have a material body, his hiunanity 
was represented by Manes after the docetic fashion ; it 
was supposed that he appeared suddenly among the Jews 
(for the narrations as to his birth and early years were 
rejected), and that his acts and sufferings were only in 
appearance."* The object of his mission was to give | 
enlightenment — to teach men their heavenly origin, and 
urge them to strive after the recovery of bliss, over' 
coming their body and their evil soul ; " to deliver them 
from the blindness of Judaism and other false religions. 
No idea of atonement could enter into the system, since 
the divine soul was incapable of guilt, and the lower soul 
was incapable of salvation.^ 



» Disp. lo ; Aug. de Mor. Manich. 73; 
Man. ap. Aug. Op. Imperf. c. Julian. 
z86 ; Mosh. 809, 8ii-x3 ; Neand. ii. 183- 
6 ; Matter, iii. 87 ; Baur, 153, seqq. 

^ Aug. c. Faust. XX. 2; Mosh. 775, 
777-80, 785 ; Puscy, 335. 

1 Disp. 7 ; Epiphan. Ixvi. 22. Au- 
gustine also speaks of a being with six 
faces, named Splenditenens, who was 



supposed to hold the world suspended. 
C. Faust. XV. 5-6. See Baur, 79. 

^ Disp. 7, 47, 50 ; Alexander Lyco* 
polit. de Placitis Manich. 34 (Pi^ 
Gr. xviii.) ; Aug. c. Faust, il x ; >>»• 
I ; xxvi. 1-2. 

" Fortunatus ap. Aug. Acta Di^* 
20 ; Baur, 243, seqq. 

° Mosh. 827-8, 830-1, 833, 840 
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t particles of celestial life which had been absorbed 
; kingdom of matter — the " Passible Jesus " — were 
I man only, but in the lower animals p and in vege- 
— "hanging" (it was said) "on every tree."*i From 
ibodes in the sun, the moon, and the air, Christ and 
)irit act in the work of disengaging these particles ; 
)y t/ieir operation that herbs burst forth from the 
d, striving towards their kindred light, while the 
s of darkness, whom the Living Spirit, after his 
y, had crucified in the stars, thence exert baleful 
ices on the earth. •■ Animal and even vegetable life 
lerefore sacred for the Manichseans, who believed 
egetables had the same feelings of pain as mankind.* 
lect (the highest class in the community) might not 
)luck a leaf or a fruit with their own hands ; when 
to eat bread, it is said that they thus addressed 
' It was not I who reaped, or ground, or baked 
may they who did so be reaped, and ground, and 
in their turn ! "^ While the elect ate, the particles 
ine essence contained in their food were set free : 
says St Augustine, did Manes make man the 
X of Christ" But the effect of other men's eating 
) confine the heavenly particles in the bonds of 



ii. 186-7 ; Pusey, 322-7 ; Mat- 
8-90. 

ute insects, however, were ex- 
as being too small to contain 
enly particles. • (Aug. de Mo- 
anich. 63-4.) It would seem 
; practical inconvenience of 
ig such lives had a share in 
ig this part of the creed. (Aug. 
ant xii. 2.) The Buddhist 
e forbidden to destroy vermin 
ibition which is generally con 
/ith the belief in the metem- 
Sf although some of the more 
ned trace it to the inconsist- 
all killing with the mildness of 



character wluch becomes " men of 
prayer," Hue, 'Voyage dans la Tar- 
tarie,* Paris, 1850, i. 236-7. 

^ Aug. c. Faust, il 5 ; xxi. 2, 11 ; De 
Mor. Man. 39 ; De Nat. Boni, 44 ; 
Baur, 74-5. This was a reference to 
the crucifixion. 

' Disp. 7 ; Aug. de Mor. Man. 36-7. 

^ Aug. de Haeres. 46, col. 37. 

t Disp. 9 ; Cyrill. Hierosol. Catech. 
vi. 33 ; Epiph. Ixvi. 53 ; Aug. de Mor. 
Man. 57 ; Theod. Haer. i. 26 (p. 214b). 

" "Christum, non jam salvatorem 
vestrum, sed a vobis salvandum," etc. 
C. Faust, ii. 5. Cf. Adv. Haer. 46, c(rf. 
35 ; Pusey, 336-7. 
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matter ; and hence it was inferred that, although a Mani- • 
chgean might relieve a beggar with money, it would be 
impious to give him food.* 

It was taught that the natural man, bom after the flesh, 
was not the work of God ; but the new man, the believer, 
who, in St. Paul's words, "after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness." y By those who should 
obey the precepts of Christ and of Manes, the evil 
elements of their nature would at length be shaken otf ; 
but, although penitence atoned for sin, the work of 
purgation could not be finished in this life. The sun 
and the moon were " two ships " for the conveyance of 
the elect souls to bliss. On leaving the body such souls 
were transferred to the sun by the revolution of a vast 
wheel with twelve buckets ; the sun, after pinging them 
by his rays, delivered them over to the moon, where they 
were for fifteen days to undergo a further cleansing by 
water ; and they were then to be received into the primal 
light.^ The less sanctified souls were to return to earth 
in other forms — some of them after undergoing inter- 
mediate tortures.* Their new forms were to be such as 
would subject them to retribution for the misdeeds ot 
their past life,^ so that one who had killed any animal 
would be changed into a creature of the same kind, 
while those who had reaped, or ground, or baked, were 
themselves to become wheat, and to undergo the like 
operations ; ^ and thus the purgation of souls was to be 



* Aug. de Mor. Man. 51-3. 

y (Ephes. iv. 24) ; Faustus, ap. Aug. 
c. Faust, xxiv. i. 

* Disp. 8 ; Tit. Bostr. pp. 69, 136, 
seqq. ; Theodor. Haer. i. 26 (p. 213c). 
These authorities do not, however, al- 
together agree. The changes in the 
moon's appearance were explained by 
its receiving and discharging the 
freights of souls (Disp. 8). The twelve 



buckets are supposed to mean the signs 
of the zodiac (Baur, 295). For the 
strange tenets of the Manichaeans as 
to the intercourse of spirits in the air, 
see Disp. 8, p. 56; Aug. de Natura 
Boni, 44. 

^ Disp. 10. 

b This was part of the Buddhist sys- 
tem. Lassen, ii. zo. 

^ Disp. 9. 



MANICHiEISM. 197 

in successive migrations until they should 
ted to enter into the bliss of the elect. ^ When 

should have completed its course, it would be 
an inert jnass, to which those souls which had 
2 service of evil would be chained, while the 
darkness would be for ever confined to their 
1 region.® 
represented the Old Testament as a work of 

of darkness. He attacked its morality and 
ntations of God, dwelt on its alleged incon- 
ith the New Testament, and denied that it 
I of Christ' The gospel, it was said, was 
:hiefly for gentiles; and on them the Jewish 
ould have no claim, insomuch that it would be 
3nable for gentiles to listen to the oracles of 
)r of Hermes Trismegistus ; « those who should 
to the prophets would die eternally.^ Christ 
lis revelation imperfect, promising to send the 
for its completion; and St. Paul had spoken 
L 4) of the further knowledge which was thus 
sn. The promise, according to Manes, was 
himself;* but, in claiming to be the Paraclete, 

imply the full blasphemy which such a pre- 
3;gests to a Christian mind.^ He rejected the 
e Apostles as opposed to his doctrine on this 



-69 ; Neand. ii. 177. Reausob. pt. II. 1. i. c. 3. 

£p. Fundament!, quoted ^ Faustus ap. Aug. c. FausL xiii. i. 

>f the treatise 'De Fide *» Disp. 13. 

>s,' c. 5. in Append, to ' lb. 26-8 ; Epiph. Ixvi. 61 ' Theodor. 

iugustine (Patrol, xlii.). Haer. i. 26 (p. 214c). The Manichsan 

I, 46. On the rejection Felix says that he believes in the Para- 

esseeAug. c. Fau.st.xiL dete* because He had taught things 

ich our. Lord says that which the apostles did not know, as 

f him (St John, v. 46) " the beginning, the middle, and the 

ed Cbid. xvi. 1-8). The end." Aug. Acta c. Felice, i. 9. 

the Old Testament are ^ Baur, 471-2. Beausobre 0- 264-7) 

reat length in the xxii"'* denies that he made such a claim at 

ame treatise. See too all. 
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subject ; * he declared the Gospels to be the work ( 
unknown persons who lived long after the apostoli* 
times,"* and also to be much adulterated, so that he might 
assume the right of correcting them after his own fancy;" 
and he set aside such other portions of the Nev 
Testament as were inconsistent with his scheme.® The 
sect relied on some apocryphal Gospels and other 
forgeries of a like kind,P but their chief sovwces of belief 
were the writings of the founder ; ^ and they claimed the 
liberty of interpreting the New Testament in accordance 
with the teaching of their Paraclete, in like manner as 
the orthodox interpreted the older Scriptures by the light 
of the Christian revelation/ They denounced the idea 
of symbolism in religion,* and made it their especial 
boast that their opinions were agreeable to reason — ^that 
their converts were emancipated from the bondage of 
authority and faith.' 

The Manichaeans were divided into elect and hearers. 
The former class professed a high degree of ascetic 
sanctity. They were bound by the ** three seals" — "of 
the mouth, of the hand, and of the bosom ; " " they were 
to live in poverty, celibacy, and abstinence ; they were 
not allowed even to gather the fruits of the earth for 
themselves, but were supported and served by the 
hearers, who were obliged by the fear of the severest 



1 Aug. c. Fclic. i. 14 ; Dc Utilitate 
Credendi, 7 ; c. Adimant. xvii. 5. 

™ Aug. c Faust, xxii. 2. 

■ "nt. Bostr. p. 139. 

® Baur, 384. 

P Aug. de. Haeres. 46, col. 38 : adv. 
Faust, xxii. 79. The forged writings 
were in part the same which had been 
used by some of the Gnostics. See 
Beausob. pt. II. 1. i. c. 7 ; 1. ii. cc. 1-6. 

^ Beausob. pt. II. 1. ii. c. 7; Mosh. 

74a-3. 746, 7«-S3. 825, 830-1 ; Neand. 
iizSg. 



' Aug. c. Faust, xxxii. 6. 

* Ibid. XV. 5. 

' Aug. de. Util. Credendi, i. 2, ar ; 
Pusey, 326-7. 

" Aug. de Mor. Manich. xo, seqq. ; 
Baur, 249, seqq. ** Quum os nomino, 
omnes sensus, qui sunt in capite, in- 
telligi volo ; quum autem manum, om- 
nem operationem — [the Oriental nodoa 
of an entire abstinence from active 
occupation (Ritter, v. 171-2)]— quum 
sinum, omnem libidinem seminalenL" 
1. c. xo. 
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s after death to supply all their necessities.^ 
; were not subject to such rigid rules : although 
D kill animals, they were allowed to eat flesh * 
k wine, to marry, and to engage in the usual 
> of life.y At a later time, charges of hypo- 
;ross sensuality were freely brought against 
aeans, notwithstanding their pale and mortified 
; nor do these charges appear to have been 
►stantial foundation.^ 

lichaean hierarchy consisted of a chief, twelve 
nd seventy-two bishops, with priests and 
der them.* The worship of the sect, simple 
^ agreeably to its Persian origin,^ was in many 
iously opposed to that of the church — as in 
n or disregard of the Christian festivals,*^ and 
y the Lord's day as a fast.® The anniversary 
ssiarch's death, in the month of March, was 
jstival of their year, and was known by the 
3ema,^ In prayer the Manichaeans turned 
I sun.^ The hearers were allowed to listen to 
r of Manes* books, but did not receive any 
. of their meaning ; ^ the worship of the elect 
led in mystery, which naturally gave rise to 
abominable rites.^ St. Augustine, after having 
years a hearer, could only state that the 

ag. de Haeres. 46, col. Baur, 297-304. 

b Faust, ap. Aug. c. Faust xx. 3. 
Buddhists it is unlawful . ^ See Pressens^, i. 50. 

> kill any animal ; but d Augustine says that they paid little 

eat of those which are regard to Easter, because they did not 
'black men" or laity. believe the reality of the Saviour's 
Manes, it will be ob- death. C. £p. Fundam. 9. 
the restriction lower. ® Aug. Ep. xxxvi. 12. 

:xxxvi. 2 ; c. Faust, xx. f Aug. c. Epist. Fundam. 9 ; c. 

Faust, xviii. 5. 
r. Manich. 20-1; Tillem. ^ Aug. c. Fortunatum, 3. 

^osh. 846, 899 ; Pusey, "^ Aug. c. Ep. Fundam. 6. 

i Aug. Haer. 46, col. 36. 
Bres. 46, col. 38. See 
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eucharist was celebrated among the elect ; of the maimer 
of administration he had been unable to learn anything,^ 
although, as the principles of the Manichseans forbade 
them to use wine, he taunts them with " acknowledging 
their God in the grape, and refusing to acknowledge him 
in the cup.*' ^ Baptism is supposed to have been adminis- 
tered with oil ; that with water was held indifferent, if it 
was not forbidden."* 

Manichaeism soon spread into the west. Its appearance 
in proconsular Africa, within a few years after the founder's 
death, is attested by an edict of Diocletian," which con- 
demns the doctrine, not as Christian, but as coming from 
the hostile kingdom of Persia. This document orders 
that the teachers and their books should be burnt ; that 
the disciples should be sent to the mines, or, if persons 
of rank, should be banished ; and that in either case their 
property should be seized. But two centuries later (as 
we learn from St. Augustine) the sect was numerous in 
Italy and in Africa, where some of its secret members 
were even among the clergy of the church. ° Notwith- 
standing frequent and severe edicts of the Christian 
emperors, Manichaeism continued to exist, and we shall 
have frequent occasion to notice it hereafter among the 
heresies of the middle ages.P 

The persecuting edict of Aurelian was revoked by his 
successor Tacitus ; and for many years the church was 
undistiurbed by the secular power. In the reign of Dio- 



k Aug. Haer. 46, col. 36. 

1 " In cupa." C. Faust, xx. 13. 

*" Aug. de Haeres. 46, col. 38 ; ad. 
Bonifac. ii. 3 ; Baylc, art, Manickeens, 
note B. ; Mosh. 886 ; Neand. ii. 193 ; 
Giesel. I. i. 300. Baur thinks that 
baptism, whether with oil or by mere 
imposition of hands,* was the form of 
initiation for the elect. 378. 

° Giesel. I. L 311. It is mentioned 



by the writer known as Ambrosiaster, 
(Comm. in II Tim. iiL 7, in Patrol. xviL 
493.) Baronius dates it in 287 ; Nean- 
der (i. 199 ; ii. 195) and Guericke (l 
290) in 296. Gieseler (I. L 311) gives 
287 as the date, 'but with a mark of 
doubt. 

° Aug. Ep. 236 ; Illlem. iv. 403-4. 

P Matter, iii. 95. 
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itian it had attained a degree of prosperity exceeding ' ^ 
^t of any former time. Its buildings began to display 
:hitectural splendour, and were furnished with sacred 
ssels of silver and gold. Converts flocked in from all 
iks ;• even the wife of the emperor, and his daughter 
ileria, who was married to his colleague Galerius, 
pear to have been among the number. Christians 
Id high offices in the state and in the imperial house- 
Id. Provincial governments were entrusted to them, 
th a privilege of exemption from all such duties as 
ght be inconsistent with their religion.^i With these 
vances in temporal well-being, the contemporary 
>torian ' laments that there had been a decay of faith 
d love ; that hypocrisy and ambition had crept in ; 
It pastors and people alike were distracted by jealousies 
d dissensions. But it has been well observed that the very 
fences which now appeared in the church are a token 

progress, since it is the " strongest proof of the firm 
Id of a party, whether religious or political, upon the 
blic mind, when it may offend with impunity against 

own primary principles. That which at one time is a 
rp, of incurable weakness, or approaching dissolution, 
another seems but the excess of healthful energy, and 
e evidence of unbroken vigour." * 
It was in the year 284 that Diocletian assumed the 
irple. In 286 he admitted Maximian to share the 
ipire, as Augustus.; and in 292 Galerius and Con- 
mtius were associated in the government, with the 
ferior title of Caesars.^ Disregarding the republican 
rms under which the imperial power had hitherto been 
iled, Diocletian assumed the state of an eastern 
onarch," established a new system of administration. 



' Euseb. viii. i ; Gibbon, i. 575. " Eutropius, ix. a6 ; Dc Mortib. 

Euseb. 1. c. ^ Milman, ii. 261. Persec. 7 ; Euseb. Chron. a.d. 296, ap. 
Gibbon, L 362-3. Hieron. viii. 661. 
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with offices and titles of a pomp before unknown among 
the Romans, and removed his court from Rome to 
Nicomedia, on the Asiatic shore of the Propontis. The 
ancient capital ceased to be the centre of government ; 
the senate sank into insignificance and neglect.^ In the 
partition of the empire, Diocletian reserved for himself 
Thrace, the Asiatic provinces, and Egypt; Maximian, 
whose residence was at Milan, received Italy and Africa; 
Galerius had Illyria and the countries on the Danube ; 
while Gaul, Spain, and Britain were assigned to Con- 
stantius.y 

The priests and others who were interested in the 
maintenance of the pagan system began to apprehend 
that they might lose their hold on the empire. Diocletian 
was indifferent as to religion, while Constantius openly 
favoured the Christians ; ^ and, although Maximian and 
Galerius were hostile to Christianity, yet it may have 
seemed possible that the Caesar might be influenced by 
his Christian wife. Attempts were therefore made to 
work on the superstitious feelings of Diocletian by m'eans 
of omens and oracles. On one occasion, when Apollo 
was consulted in his presence, the answer was given, not, 
as was usual, through the priest, but by the god himself, 
in a hollow voice which issued from the depths of the 
cave — that, on account of the righteous who were on 
the earth, the oracles were restrained from answering 
truly; and, in reply to Diocletian's 'inquiries, the priests 
explained that these words pointed at the Christians.* 
At another time, when the emperor was with his army 
in the 'east, it was announced that the entrails of the vic- 
tims did not exhibit the usual marks by which the future 

* Gibbon, i. 388-9; Gfrarer, ii. 3-9. tine. Mosheim (914) supposes the word 
y Gibbon, i. 364. * Mosh. 911 -13. righteous to be used ironically, as 

* Eusebius (Vit. Const, ii. 50-1) re- meaning persons who pretended to 
lates this on the authority of Constan- especial righteousness. 
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signified. The sacrifice was several times repeated 
>ut any better result ; and at last the chief sooth- 
declared that the presence of profane persons — 
is to say, of Christians — ^was the cause of its failure.^ 
was in the army that Christians were most especially 
5 to be noted, and that the first attempts on their 
ty were made.® The story of the Theban legion,** 
1 is referred to the year 286, although extravagantly 
ous in its details, may possibly have some foundation 
iith. This legion, it is said, consisting of 6,600 
»tians, was summoned fi'om the east for the service 
[aximian in Gaul. When near the Alpine town of 
num, which takes its modem name firom their leader, 
[aurice, .the soldiers discovered that they were to be 
oyed in the persecution of their brethren in the faith, 
efiised to march onward for such a purpose. By 
of Maximian, who was in the neighbourhood, they 
twice decimated. But this cruelty was unable to 
J the firmness of the survivors ; and Maurice, in the 
of his comrades, declared to the emperor that, 
ready to obey him in all things consistent with their 
to God, they would rather die than violate that duty, 
tnian, exasperated by their obstinacy, ordered the 
troops to close around them; whereupon the devoted 
laid down their arms and peacefully submitted to 



5 Christians had marred the sa- 
y seeretly crossing "themsefves' 
rtibus Pcrsecutorum, to.) [The 
De "Mortibus Persecutorum,* 
the name of Lucius CaciliuSt 
x>vcred in MS. by Baluze, who 
d it with a work *De Persecu- 
nentioned by St. Jerome (De 
tst. 80) among the writings o^ 
Calius Firmianus Lactantius. 
B giveu-by St. Jerome is more 
as a description of the contents 
\ other, and Baluze's conjecture 



is most commonly adopted, although it 
has not been imquestioned. Giesel. I. 
i. 347 ; Smith's Diet, of Biography, 
artt. Cegcilius and Lactantius. \ 

^ Euseb. viii. 4 ; Gibbon, i. 378-9. 

d Eucherius (bishop of Lyons, about 
530) * Passio Agaunensium Martyrum,' 
Patrol. 1. 827, or Acta SS., Sept. 22. 
See SchrOckh, iv. 271-4 ; Giesel. I. 
i. 263 ; Rettberg, i. 94 ; Gelpke, in 
Herzog, art. Mauritius. The Bol- 
landists maintain the story in all 
points. 
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martyrdom. There are other and more authentic records 
of military confessors and martyrs in the early part of 
Diocletian's reign ; but whatever persecutions or annoy- 
ances may have then been experienced by Christian 
soldiers, it does not appear that any general attempt to 
force their conscience was made before the year 298, 
when it was ordered that all persons in military service 
or in public employment of any kind should offer sacrifice 
to the gods.® 

Galerius, during a visit which he paid to Diocletian at 
Nicomedia in the winter of 302-3, endeavoured to excite 
the elder emperor against the Christians. For a time 
Diocletian withstood his importunity — whether sincerely, 
or only with a wish to gain credit for a show of reluctance, 
is doubtful. The advice of some lawyers and military 
officers was then called in (as is said to have been the 
emperor's custom when he wished to divert from himsdf 
the odium of any unpopular measure), and a persecution 
was decreed.^ On the 23rd of February — ^the great 
Roman festival of the Terminalia, — an attack was made on 
the church of Nicomedia, which was situated on a height, 
and overlooked the palace. The heathen functionaries, 
on entering, found nothing to seize except the copies of 
the sacred books, which they burnt. It was then proposed 
to set fire to the building itself; but Diocletian, out of 
fear that the flames might spread, preferred to give it ovff 
to the soldiery for destruction, and by their exertions 
the church was in a few hours entirely demolished.* 

Next day the imperial edict was issued. It ordained 
that all who should refuse to sacrifice should lose their 
offices, their property, their rank, and civil privileges; 

that slaves persisting in the profession of the gospel 

* 

^ Baron. 389. z, and Pagi's note ; Gibbon, i. 579-581. 
Burton, ii. 431 ; Neand. i. 203-4. ^ De Mort. Persec xa. 

f De Mort. Persec. iz ; Mosh. 920-1 ; 
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e excluded from the hope of liberty;** that 
s of all ranks should be liable to torture ; that 
les should be razed to the ground ; that religious 
should be suppressed ; and that the Scriptures 
service-books should be committed to the flames.^ 
jr had the edict been publicly displayed, than a 
, who is described as a man of Station, tore it • 
tering at the same time words of insult against 
rors. In punishment of this audacious act, he 
ed at a slow fire, and the stem composure with 
: bore his sufferings astonished and mortified his 
lers.^ 

I a fortnight the palace of Nicomedia was twice 
*d to be on fire. The cause is unknown ;"* but 
econd occasion, at least," the guilt was charged 
l^hristians. Diocletian was greatly alarmed and 
. He compelled his wife and daughter to sacri- 

proceeded to administer the same test to the 
; of his household and to the inhabitants of the 
)me of the most confidential chamberlains, who 
ristians, were put to death, after having endured 

tortures, and many other Christians, among 
as Anthimus, bishop of Nicomedia,*^ also suffered 
>m. 

greeably to Rufinus' trans- cuse the Christians. Tillcmont (Hist, 

le interpretation generally des Emp. iv. 45) and Mosheim (pp. 

words in Euscbius : — Toifs 930-1) attempt to reconcile these state- 

r iXevSeplas ffT€p€i(rdai.^ ments by the very improbable supposi- 

h20 ; Mosh. 925; Giesel. I. tion that the fire was partly caused by 

lightning and partly by human agency. 

loii. 2 ; Dc Mort. Pers. 13. Gibbon (i. 583-4) insinuates suspicions 

'ords tAs 7/)a0As, the ser- against the Christians ; but his editor, 

were no doubt included. Dean Milman, remarks that, " had it 

viii. s ; De Mort. Persec. been done by a Christian, it would pro- 

>roch would identify this bably have been a fanatic, who would 

!i St George of England I have avowed and gloried in it." Comp. 

ipr. 23, p. 109. Mihnan, Hist, of Christianity, ii. 277. 

ascribe it to lightning ; the " See Mosh. 931. 

De Mort. Persec' (14)10 the ° Euseb.viii. 6; De Mort. Persec. 15. 
alerius, who wished to ac 
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The edict was soon carried into execution throughout 
the empire. The churches were for the most part de- 
molished ; in some cases the furniture was carried out 
and burnt, and the buildings were shut up, or were con- 
verted to profane uses.? The attempt to exterminate th? 
Scriptures was a new feature in this persecution.*! Many 
Christians suffered death for refusing to deliver them up, 
while those who complied were branded by their brethren 
as tradiiors — a term which we shall have occasion to 
notice hereafter.'' As the officials were imable to distin- 
guish the sacred books from other Christian writings, there 
is reason to believe that, through the confusion, a vast 
number of precious documents perished, to the irreparable 
loss of ecclesiastical history.* In some cases, however, 
the destruction of these arose from the forbearance of the 
authorities, who disliked the task imposed on them, and 
were vrilling to accept any books that might be offered, 
without inquiring whether they were those which the 
Christians regarded as sacred. Thus, when Mensurius, 
bishop of Carthage, had withdrawn the copies of the 
Scriptures from his church, and had placed some heretical 
writings in their room, the proconsul Anulinus, on being 
informed of the pious fraud, refused to make any further 
search.^ In some cases, indeed, the magistrates even 
hinted to the Christians that a substitution of this kind 
would be admitted; and such connivance was the more 
remarkable, if it is correct to suppose that negligence in 
execution of the edict was punishable even with death." 
But on the other hand, there were governors who gladly 
seized the opportunity of venting their enmity against the 

P Gibbon, i. 585-6. * Mosh. 924. 

^ Antiochus Epiphanes had at- ^ Augustin. Brevic. CoUat. c. Donat 

tempted to destroy the Jewish Scrip- iii. 25. 
tures. I Maccab. I 56-7. " As Mosheim (923) infers from some 

^ See the account of the Donatists words of St! Augustine, I. c, 27, 32. 
below. Book II. c. i. sect. ii. 
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church, and carried on the work of persecution with a 
severity which exceeded the imperial orders.* 

Some troubles in Armenia and Syria, which were 
falsely charged on the Christians, afforded a pretext for a 
second edict, by which it was ordered that their teachers 
should be arrested In consequence of this, as Eusebius 
informs us, the prisons were filled with bishops and 
clergy, so that no room could be found for the malefactors 
by whom they were commonly occupied.y By a third 
edict, issued in the same year which had witnessed the 
beginning of the persecution, it was directed that the 
prisoners should be required to sacrifice, and, in case of 
refusal, should be tortured; and a fourth edict, in the 
following year, extended this order to Christians of every 
class.' As it was supposed that the victims would be 
proof against the usual kinds of torture, the judges were 
charged to invent new and more excruciating torments. 
Yet no one of these edicts enacted death as a punish- 
ment, although through the zeal of officials, and under 
various pretexts, that punishment was inflicted on multi- 
tudes of believers.* 

On the I St of May 305, Diocletian abdicated the 
empire at Nicomedia, and Maximian, in reluctant sub- 
mission to the influence of his colleague and benefactor, 
performed a like ceremony of resignation at Milan.^ 
Constantius and Galerius now succeeded to the highest 
dignity, and two new Caefeirs, Maximin and Severus, were 
associated with them. For some years the imperial power 
was the subject of contentions, changes, and partitions : 
at one time there were no fewer than six emperors — in 
the east, Galerius, Maximin, and Licinius ; in the west, 



* MosIl 933 ; Ncand. i, 208-9. * Euscb.Vita Constant, ii. 51; Mosh. 
y Eiiseb. viii. 6. 938-941 ; SchrOckh, iv. 483. 

* Ibid. ; Id. dc Martyribus Palaest. b Dc Mort. Perscc. 18-19 ; Gibbon, i. 
3 ; Mosh, 929, 934. 397. 
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Maximian, who had resumed his power, his son Maxen- 
tius, and his son-in-law Constantine, the son and suc- 
cessor of Constantius.^ Meanwhile the condition of Ae 
Christians throughout the empire varied according to Ae 
character of its several rulers. • 

Constantius, while he held the subordinate dignity of 

Caesar, destroyed the churches in his dominions, out of 

deference to the authority of the elder emperors ; but he 

protected Christians, and entertained many of them m 

his court *^ On his elevation to the rank of 

^ * ^^' Augustus he befriended them more openly;* 
and in this policy he was followed by Constantine, ^ 
succeeded him in 306, and showed himself yet more 
decidedly favourable to the Christians.^ 

Galerius persecuted with great zeal until, in the year 
311, having found his cruelty utterly ineffectual towards 
the suppression of the gospel, and feeling himself sinking 
under a loathsome and excruciating disease, he issued, in 
his own name and in those of Licinius and Constantine, 
an edict by which Christians were allowed to exercise. 
# their religion and to rebuild their churches, provided that 
they refrained from doing anything against the discipline 
of the state ; and he concluded with the remarkable request 
that they would offer up prayers for his safety.^ There 
can be little doubt that in this change of policy the 
emperor was influenced by other motives than that pity 
for the perversity of the Christians, and that regard for 
the unity of his subjects, which were professed in the 
edict. Perhaps his bodily suflferings may have been 
aggravated by remorse for the cruelties which he had 
committed ; or it may have been that, despairing of other 



^ Gibbon, i. 404-418. Schrdckh, v. 40. 

d De Mort Pcrsec. 15. f Dc Mort. Pcrsec. 24. 

* Mosheim (252) argues that he is- ^ Ibid. 33-4 ; Euseb. viil 17. 
sued an edict in their favour ; but see 
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relief, he sought to obtain a chance of recovery through 
^e fevour of the God of Christians, — regarding him as 
* power of the same class with the multitude of heathen 
deities.'* 

In Italy and in Africa the persecution was severe during 

"^e reign of Maximian. When his son Maxentius assumed 

^e government of those coimtries, the Christians, although 

ftey suflfered from the usurper's tyranny in common with 

Ms other subjects, were not molested on account of their 

^ligion ; indeed, he even pretended to favour them. For 

It was now felt that they were an important element in 

the state, and princes who had no regard for their 

religion might nevertheless be with reason desirous to 

secure their political support.* 

The most violent of all the persecutors was Maximin, 

who in the year 305 received the sovereignty of Syria and 

Ilgypt, and on the death of Galerius added Asia Minor 

to his dominions. Brutal, ferocious, and ignorant, he 

was a slave to pagan superstition, and a dupe to priests, 

soothsayers, and professors of magical arts.^ Galerius 

did not venture to include his name in the edict for 

toleration of the gospel; but Maximin, although he 

declined to publish it in his dominions, gave verbal 

orders to a like effect. At the same time, however, he 

took measures for restoring the splendour of the heathen 

worship, and six months later he issued an edict fpr a 

renewal of persecution, professing to do so in compliance 

with petitions from Antioch and other cities, — ^petitions 

which, according to the Christian writers of the age, had 

been instigated by himself.^ It was required that all his 

subjects, even to infants at the breast, should offer sacrifice; 

J» Mosh. 9S7-8 ; Schrddch, v. 45 ; ^ Euscb. ix. 9 ; Dc Mort, Persec. 

Milman, ii. 285-6. 36 ; Gibbon, i. 59i-3- 

i Euseb. Tiii. 14 ; Mosh. 954 ; Gib- 1 De Mort. Persec. 36 ; Euseb. ix. 

bon, i. 422-4» 5^9 ; Beugnot, i. 45. 1-2. See Neander, iii. 3-4. 
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that provisions in the markets should be sprinkled with 
the libations, and that guards should be placed at the 
doors of the public baths, with a charge to defile in the 
same manner those who were about to go forth after 
having performed their ablutions.™ Calumny too was 
employed to discredit the Christian religion. Forged 
* Acts of Pilate * were circulated, and were introduced 
into schools as lesson-books, so that the very children 
had their mouths filled with blasphemies against the 
Saviour. Women of the vilest character were suborned 
to confess abominations of which they pretended to have 
partaken among the Christians.'* The edict was engraved 
on plates of brass, and set up in every city. In it 
Maximin boasted of the blessings which had followed 
on his measures for the revival of paganism — success in 
war, fruitful seasons, immunity from the plagues of earth- 
quake, storm, and sickness.® But soon after the renewal 
of persecution, this boast was signally falsified by the 
appearance of famine and pestilence, which fearfully 
wasted his dominions. And in this time of trial, as 
before on similar occasions, the power of Christian faith 
and love was admirably manifested. The believers, 
while they shared in the common visitation, distinguished 
themselves from the multitude by their behaviour under 
it, hazarding their lives in ministering to the sick and in 
burying the dead who were abandoned by their own 
nearest kindred.? 

The varieties of torture exercised during the per- 
secution need not be here detailed. On the whole, the 
Christians endured their sufferings with a noble constancy 
and patience, although, in addition to the weakness of 
the traditors, there were some who denied the faith, 
and others who provoked their death by violent and 

*" Euscb. dc Martyribus Palaest. 8. ** Ibid. 7. 

» Euseb. ix. 5-7. P Ibid. 8. 
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cal conduct*! The pagans who witnessed their 
ings were at length disgusted by such profusion of 
shed and cruelty ; the persecutors themselves 
le weary of sla)dng, and resorted to other punish- 
; — such as mutilation of the limbs, plucking out 
e, employing bishops and other eminent persons in 
ding occupations, and sending large numbers of all 
s to labour in unwholesome mines/ 
e persecution altogether lasted ten years, although 
:he first two it was but little felt in the west. Gibbon, 
an evident desire to state as low as possible the 
er of those who were put to death, reckons them at 
housand;* of bodily torments short of death, and 
J immense wretchedness of other kinds which must 
been experienced by the members of the suffering 
unity during that long period of terror, the historian 
ns to take any account whatever, 
ong the martyrs, the most celebrated for station ' or 
:ter were — Peter, bishop of Alexandria ; " Lucian, a 



h. 941-2. One form of fanati- 
enounced by the 6oth canon of 
cil of Illibcris (a.d. 305 ?). " Si 
a fregerit, et ibidem fuerit oc- 
iiatenus in evangelio scriptum 
neque invenitur sub apostolis 
fsuAum, placuit in numero eum 
)i martyrum." From the 25th 
me canons, and the 9th canon 

(a.d. 314) it would seem that 
rs at this time claimed the 

of granting letters which in- 

with the discipline of the 
•whether the letters of forgive- 
ich had been common in St. 
s day (see p. 164), or (as ap- 
>re likely) letters of recommen- 
I communion, which it was pro- 
i privilege of bishops alone to 

such members of their flock 
about to visit other churches, 
noils order that the letters shall 
1 away from the bearers, and 



that "litterae communicatonz " shall 
be given instead of them. Bp. Hefele 
(i. 137) and others suppose these canons 
to mean, that, if any one, when about 
to travel, should ask his bishop to sign 
a form recommending him as a con/es- 
soTy that title should be erased by the 
bishop. But this seems an improbable 
construction. 

' De Mort. Persec. 36 ; Euseb. viii, 
19 ; De Mart Palxst. 10. 

* i. 596-9. Dean Milman (note, p. 
596) remarks on this unfairness. 

* The martyrdom of Marcellinus, 
bishop of Rome, and the story of his 
appearance in the council of Sinuessa, 
are both unquestionably fabulous. See 
Hard. i. 217-20 : Nat. Alex. vi. Dis- 
sert. 20 ; Tillem. v. 615-16 ; Dupin, ii. 
303 ; Hefele, i. 119. As to the Roman 
bishops of this time see De Rossi, Roma 
Sotterr. II. vi.-x. 

" Euseb. ix. 6. 
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presbyter of Antioch, who in early life had been con- 
nected with Paul of Samosata, but afterwards returned 
to the orthodox communion, and distinguished himself 
by his labours on the Scriptures : * Pamphilus, the 
founder of the library of Caesarea. celebrated for his zeal 
in multiplying and correcting copies of the sacred tert, 
for his writings in defence of Origen, and for his intimate 
friendship with the historian Eusebius ; y and Methodius, 
bishop of Tyre, the opponent of Pamphilus in the 
Origenistic controversy.* In addition to those whose 
names are recorded in authentic history, a great number 
of martyrs enjoying a general or a local celebrity are 
referred to this period • — ^as St. Sebastian and St Agnes, 
who are said to have suffered at Rome, and are com- 
memorated by churches and catacombs without the 
walls of the city ; St. Januarius, of Naples ; SS. Cosmus 
and Damian, two Arabian brothers, who are said to 
have suffered in Cilicia, and are regarded as patrons 
of the medical art; St Vincent of Saragossa; St 
Denys (Dionysius) of Paris, St. Clement^ of Metz, 
St. Quentin, from whom the capital of the Veromandui 
takes its modem name, St Victor of Marseilles, and 
many others in France ; St Gereon and his 318 com- 
panions, whose relics are shown in a singular and beau- 
tiful church at Cologne ; ^ St. George, who is supposed 
to have suffered at Nicomedia, and is famous as the 
patron of England. To the earlier part of Diocletian's 



* Ibid. ; Acta SS., Jan. 7; Hieron. dc b St. Clement, however, is referred 
VV. Illustr. 77 ; Routh, Rel. Sac. iv. by some (as Chaussier, in Patrol, xcv. 
3-4 ; Herzog, art. Lucianus. 673) to the apostolic age. As to the 

y Euseb. vi. 3a ; vii. 32 ; De Mart. date of the martyrdom of St Denys, 

Palaest. 7, 11 ; Hieron. 75 ; Routh, iii. see Tillem. iv. 446. 

487- *^ See Helinand, Passio S. Gereonis 

* Hieron. 83 ; Neand. ii. 496-7. (Patrol, ccxci.; Acta SS., Oct 10). The 

* See Greg. Turon. de Gloria Mar- story of these martyrs is an o<&hoot 
tyrum, 1. i. ; Acto SS., passim ; Tillem. from that of the Theban Legion. Rett- 
tt. iv. V. berg, i. 101, seqq. 
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reign, before the edict of 303, belongs the story of the 
British protomartyr St Alban.** 

After his victory over Maxentius, in the end of Octo- 
ber 312, Constandne published an edict in favour ot 
the Christians; and by a second, which he issued in 
conjunction with Licinius, from Milan, in June 313, he 
established for them, in common with all other subjects 
of the empire, complete religious freedom, — ordering 
that the churches and other property of the community 
should be restored to them, and inviting persons who 
might suffer by this restitution to seek compensation 
from the public purse.* In consequence of the over- 
throw of Maximin by Licinius (April 30, 313), the benefits 
of this edict were speedily extended to the whole empire. 
The fury of the defeated tyrant, who had vowed that, if 
victorious, he would exterminate the Christian name,*^ 
was now turned into an opposite direction ; in his 
despair he put to death many of the priests and sooth- 
sayers on whose coimsels he had relied, and he pro- 
claimed an entire toleration of the Christians — laying 
the blame of his former severities against them on the 
judges and governors, whom he attempted to represent 
as having misunderstood his intentions. Maximin died 
miserably at Tarsus in August 313 ; and in the contrast 
between the prosperity of the princes who had befriended 
them and the calamitous ends of their oppressors, the 
Christians could not but suppose that they discerned 
tokens of the Divine judgmentf; 



^ Beda, Hist. Eccl. i. 3. See Had- tiveness of the earlier edict consisted. 

dan-Stubbs, i. 6. See Valois' note on Eusebius ; Pagi, 

' De Mort. Pers. 48 ; Euseb. x. 5. iii, 539 ; Mosheim, 959 ; Schrockh, v. 

The first edict, which is lost, was de- 91 ; Neand. iii. 17-19. 

fective in some respects, as to which it <* De Mort. Pers. 46. 

was amended by the second. But from s: lb. 49; Euseb. Hist. Eccl. ix. 

the obscurity of Constantine's language, 9-10; Vita Const, i. 57-9; Gibbon, i. 

it is very doubtful in what the defec- 435-6, 595 ; Milman, ii. 297. 
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The change in the relations of the Christian com- 
munity to the imperial power opens a new period in 
ecclesiastical history. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

SUPPLEMENTARY. 

I. Progress of the GospeL 

(i.) There is reason to believe that, by the end of 
the third century, the gospel had been made known 
in some degree to almost all the nations with which the 
Romans had intercourse, although we have very litde 
information as to the details of its progress, or as to the 
agency by which this was effected. From an early 
period Christian writers are found appealing triumph- 
antly to the extension of their brotherhood. "There 
exists not," says Justin Mart)a-, " a people, whether 
Greek or barbarian, or any other race of men, by 
whatsoever appellation or manners they may be dis- 
tinguished, however ignorant of arts or of agriculture, 
whether they dwell under tents or wander about in 
covered waggons, among whom prayers [and thanks- 
givings] are not offered up in the name of a crucified 
Jesus to the Father and Creator of all things."* Ire- 
naeus declares that in his day many barbarous nations 
had the traditional faith of the church written in their 
hearts by the Holy Spirit, without the instrumentality of 
paper and ink.^ Tertullian, in reckoning up the nations 

• Pial. c. Tr3^h. 117, as freely trans- ^ Adv. Haer- IIL iv. a. 

lated by Gibbon, i. 519. 
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^ich had received the gospel, names, in addition to 
^se which were represented at Jerusalem on the great 
^y of Pentecost, — Getulians, Moors, Spaniards, Gauls, 
ntons beyond the Roman pale, Sarmatians, Dacians, 
Annans, and Scythians.*^ Origen speaks of it as having 
On myriads of converts among every nation and kind 
• men ; as having carried its conquests to a large ex- 
nt over the barbaric world.** Araobius, an eloquent 
frican apologist, who wrote about the year 304, in one 
issage mentions widely distant nations among which 
iristians were found,® and elsewhere asserts that there 
js then no nation of barbarians which had not been 
ected by the softening influence of the gospel/ Such 
jsages are not, indeed, free from rhetorical vagueness 
1 exaggeration; but, after all reasonable abatement, 
y must be admitted as evidence that, in the times 
en they were written, the faith of Christ had been 
lely diffused, and in many quarters had penetrated 
'^ond the bounds of civilization.* 
Although the narrative of the preceding chapters has 
jn for the most part confined to the countries bor- 
ing on the Mediterranean, the accounts of Pantaenus 
I Origen^ have brought before us notices of Chris- 
lity in regions which are vaguely designated by the 
nes of Arabia and India ; and the story of Manes 
1 shown the existence of Christian communities in 
rsia and Mesopotamia.* The church of Edessa, 
atever may be the value of the statements which 
:ribe to it an apostolic origin,^ is known to have been 



Adv. JudsBOS, c. 7. From the place • Adv. Gentes, i. i6 (Patrol, v.). 

: given to the Germans, Riickert ' lb. ii. 5. 

rs that Tertullian meant to speak 8 See Mosh. 203 ; Kaye on Tertul- 

tie countries on the Danube, while Han, 88. 

laeus (quoted below) meant those •* Pp. 123, 144. 

he Rhine, i. 9-10. * P. 187. See Beausobre, i. 180. 

C. Celsum, L 27 ; ii. 13. ^ See p. 4. 



2l6 PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL IN Book I. 

firmly established in the middle of the second century;^ 
and shortly after that date the Edessan Bardesanes wit- 
nesses to the propagation of the gospel in Parthia, Persia, 
Media, and Bactria.™ It was not until towards the end 
of the period that it was introduced into Armenia ; but 
the apostle of that country, Gregory, styled the Illumi- 
nator, made a convert of the king, Tiridates III., and 
Armenia had the honour of being the first country in 
which Christianity was adopted as the national religion." 

From the time when "they which were scattered 
abroad upon the persecution which arose about Stephen 
went everywhere preaching the word,"** the calamities 
which drove Christians from their homes became the 
means of spreading the tidings of salvation. We have 
seen that such consequences followed from the banish- 
ment of bishops and clergy under Decius and Valerian ;p 
and thus it was that the Goths in Mcesia derived their 
first knowledge of the faith from captives whom they 
had carried off after inroads on the empire during the 
reigns of Valerian and Gallienus.<i 

Irenaeus, towards the end of the second century, 
speaks of churches as existing among the Celts, in 
Spain, and in Germany.' His mention of the last of 
these countries ought, perhaps, to .be understood as 
referring to the Roman province only — the portion 
within the Rhine ; but it is probable that, in the course 
of the following century, converts had also been won 
among the barbarous nations to the eastward of that 
river.* 

' Gibbon, i. 520; Neand. i. no. q Sozomen, ii. 6. 

™ Bardes. ap. Euseb. Praep. Evang. ' I. x. 2. 

vi. 10, p. 280, ed. Viger, Paris, 1628. • Mosh. 204, 211 ; Neand. i. 116-17: 

" Cedren. 284 ; St. Martin, M^m. Giesel. I. ii. 160. Rettberg thinks 

sur rArm^nie, i. 305-6 ; Wiltsch, i. 52 ; that Irenaeus means also to speak of 

Milman, ii. 319-322 ; Herzog, v. 347. Germany beyond the Roman dominion 

® Acts, viii. 4 ; xi. 19. (and the use of the plural TcpfmvlatS 

P P. 138 ; Neand. L 192. seems to agree with this — see Harvey 
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Of the early history of Christianity in Gaul very little 
is known. It is hardly to be supposed that Pothinus 
and his Asiatic companions, the founders of the church 
of Lyons, were the earliest missionaries who appeared in 
that country;* but they were the first of whom any 
authentic record is preserved, or whose labours had any 
considerable success.** Gregory of Tours, who wrote 
towards the end of the sixth century, states that in the 
reign of Decius seven missionaries set out from Rome 
for the conversion of Gaul, and that among them was 
Dionysius, bishop of Paris,* who is confounded by later 
legendary writers with the Areopagite of the apostolic 
age.y That there may have been some such mission 
about the time which is assigned for it, is not impro- 
bable ; but the story as told by Gregory is inconsistent 
with unquestionable facts, and the work of the mission- 
aries, if they were really sent into Gaul about the middle 
of the third century, must have consisted in strengthen- 
ing and extending the church of that country — not in 
laying its foundation by the first introduction of the 
faith.* 

The origin of the British church is involved in fable. 
The story of Joseph of Arimathea's preaching,* and even 



in loc.), but that his statement is ex- 
aggerateck i. 68-73. 

' See p, 44 ; Blunt, 194-7. 

" Mosh. 210-11 ; Burton, iL 349. The 
Abb^ Rohrbacher (iv. 477) stoutly main- 
tains, in the year 1850, that St. Lazarus, 
St. Martha, and St. Mary Magdalene 
evaiigelized Provence ! For further 
proof he refers to a work in two quarto 
volumes, written expressly on the sub- 
ject, by the Abb^ Faillon, Paris, 1848. 
On the other side, see Launoy, 'De 
commentitio Lazari, etc, in Provin- 
ciam Appulsu.' 

* Hist. Franc, i. 28. See Laimoy, 
Ppera, t. xiii. 



7 See the Lives of him in Patrol. 
Gr. iv. This conAision, although it 
had begun earlier, was established in 
the general belief by Hilduin, abbot 
of St. Denys, in the reign of Lewis 
the Pious. See hereafter, Book V. c. ii. 

■ Mosh. 2x1, 449 ; see Hist. Litt. i. 
306, seqq. ; Giesel. I. i. 277. Sec 
Haddan-Stubbs, i. 3-5. The learned 
editors of our new * Concilia ' have 
collected the early notices of Chris- 
tianity in Britain, vol. i. pp. 3-5. 

• Will. Malmesb. de Antiq. Glas- 
toniensis Ecclesisc, Patrol, clxxix. 
1683. 



2l8 



CHRISTIANIl-Y IN BRITAIN. 



Book I. 



the correspondence of an alleged British king Lucius 
with Eleutherius, bishop of Rome,^ about the year 167, 
need not be here discussed. Yet within about thirty 
years from the supposed date of that correspondence, 
we meet with the statement already quoted from Ter- 
tuUian, that the gospel had made its way into parts of 
this island which the Romans had never reached,— a 
statement which may be supposed to indicate that, in 
the end of the second century, even Scotland had not 
been unvisited by missionaries. Somewhat later than 
TertuUian, Origen speaks of Britons, " although di\aded 
from our world," as united with Mauritanians in the 
worship of the same one God.*^ It seems to be certain 
that under the government of Constantius and his son, 
at the end of the period which we have been surveying, 
the British Christians were numerous ; and in the council 
of Aries, a.d. 314, we find the names of three British 
bishops — Eborius of York, Restitutus of London, and 
Adelfius, whose see is generally identified with Lincoln.*^ 
(2.) The social position of those who embraced the 
gospel in the earliest times afforded a theme for the 
ridicule of Celsus;® and Gibbon, with evident delight, 
repeats the taunt that " the new sect was almost entirely 
composed of the dregs of the populace — of peasants and 
mechanics, of boys and women, of beggars and slaves." ' 



^ Beda, i. 4 ; Collier, i. 27-41 ; Dr. 
Lappenberg, however, is inclined to 
favour the story of Lucius, (i. 46.) 
The so-called coins of Lucius proba- 
bly belong to a Gaulish king. Had- 
dan, Pref. xxxi. See as to Lucius, 
ib. i. 25. 

•5 In Luc. Horn. 6, t. iii. 939. Cf. 
Horn. 4 in Ezek., ib. 370 ; Tract. 28 in 
Matth., ib. 858. 

^ Hard. i. 267 ; Collier, i. 59 ; 
Mosh. 450-1 ; Lingard, 'Anglo-Saxon 
Church,' i. 6; Lappenberg, i. 48. 
Eborius is probably a name taken 



from that of the see, Eboracum, and 
substituted for ** some uncouth British 
name" (Raine, i. 9). Adelfius is de- 
scribed as of " Colonia Londinensium," 
which some writers suppose to be Col- 
chester. But Londinensiutn is more 
commonly regarded as a mistake for 
Lindeftsiuin (Lincoln), or for Legionen- 
slum, (Caerleon-on-Usk). See Soames, 
10 ; Quart. Rev., xcvii. 100 ; Haddan- 
Stubbs, i. 7. 

• Grig. c. Gels. i. 27 : iii. 55. 

^ i. 521. 
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le same writer states, ** this very odious imputation 
to be less strenuously denied by the apologists, 
s urged by the adversaries, of the faith," the cause 
obably be found in their sense of its irrelevancy 
question as to the truth of the gospel,* and in the 
nrhich forbade them to imitate, even towards the 
t or the most sinfid among those for whom the 
had died, the contempt with which the philoso- 
f heathenism were wont to look down on those 
[ley regarded as inferior to themselves.** But, as 
^rian goes on to admit, the reproach of meanness 
^ty was far from being universally applicable to 
verts. Among those whom we read of even in 
N Testament were many persons of wealth and 
including some members of the imperial house- 
There can be little doubt that Christianity was 
reign superstition *' of which, according to Taci- 
aponia Graecina, wife of Aulus Plautius, the con- 
>f Britain, became a votary in the reign of Nero ; ^ 
Jie profession of it was the dimly-indicated offence 
uder Domitian brought persecution on his own 
ations, Flavia Domitilla and her husband, the 
•"lavius Clemens.^ It was not a mere rhetorical 
len Tertullian, in the end of the second century, 
heathens that his brethren were to be found fill- 
::amp, the assemblies, the palace, and the senate."* 
le writer distinctly states that Septimius Severus, 
arlier part of his reign, allowed men and women 

nuc. Felix, ' Octavius,' cc. ' The husband was put to death, and 

fee de ultima statim plebe the wife was banished to the island 

si honores vestros et pur- of Pandataria (Vendotena). Dio Cass, 

unus." c. 31. Ixvii. p. 766, ed. Hanov. 1606 : Euseb. 

.g. c. Gels. viii. 50. Chron. a.d. 98, in Patrol, xxvii. 603 ; 

iv. 22. See Merivale, HisL Eccl. iiL 18. See Merivale, vii. 

ures, L 83-4, and note R. 152-4 ; Hare, ' Walks in Rome/ L 

Annal. xiii. 33. See Meri- 381 (ed. i). 

Rom. vi. 272-3. ™ See p. 112. 
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of very high rank to profess the gospel ; ° and in like 
manner we are t<^d by Origen, a little after TertuUian's 
time, that among the converts were men of dignified 
position, with noble and delicate ladies.** We have seen 
that, at a later date, Diocletian's empress and daughter 
were believed to be of the number ;P and in the edicts 
both of that prince and of his predecessor Valerian, it is 
assumed that in many cases the penalties for professing 
Christianity would be incurred by persons of wealth and 
station.** 

That the " poor of this world" were often found "rich 
in faith, and heirs of the kingdom of God" — that tbe 
preaching of Christ, addressed as it was to all, found 
more acceptance among the simple than among the wise 
men of the world — that the gospel was sometimes intro- 
duced into families by the agency of slaves — that female 
influence was eflfective in spreading it' — such statements 
we need not care to controvert. But we have seen also 
how by degrees the faith won its converts and its advo- 
cates among men of the highest ability and cultivation j* 
and how the Christian schools came to be frequented 
even by many of the heathen, on account of the advan- 
tages which they offered for a liberal and philosophical 
education. The very rebukes addressed by Clement, in 
his ' Pedagogue,' to the Christians of Alexandria, prove 
that he had to deal with a wealthy and luxurious com- 
munity.* And, on the whole, there is reason to believe 
that, while the gospel had its proselytes in every rank 
below the throne, ** its main strength lay in the middle, 
perhaps the mercantile, classes.''** 

° See p. 91. ^ Milman, ii. 264 ; Blunt joa the 

" C. Gels. iii. 9. Fathers, 170, 302. 

P P. 201. " Milman, 1. c. Compare Niebuhr, 

** See pp. 137, 204 ; Gibbon, i. 922. Lectures, iii. 323, ed. Schmitz ; Blunt 

' Gibbon, i. 521-3. on the Fathers, Ser. ii. Lect. 2 ; Meri- 

^ See Amob. ii. 5. vale, vi. 290. The great expenses which 



The proportion which the Christians bore to the 
heathen population of the empire has been very variously 
estimated. We are not concerned on religious grounds 
to quesrion Gibbon's calculation," that, until their religion 
was sanctioned by the authority of Constantine, they did 
not amount to "more than a twentieth part" of the 
whole ; indeed, if all the hindrances to the progress of 
the gospel be fairly considered, even such a proportion 
would deserve to be regarded as a token rather of great 
than of little success ; ^ but there can be little doubt that 
the estimate is by fer too low. By other writers the 
Christians have been reckoned as a tenth or a fifth of the 
whole body of Roman subjects ; in some districts, as in 
the dominions of Maximin, they were perhaps evei 
majority.* 

U.—lTu Hierarchy. 

(i.) In the course of the second and third pfen&irie^. ,- , 
the hierarchy of the church underwent some clifm^^^S'-' 
The only order which existed in the apostolic age, in 
addition to those of bishops, priests, and deacons, was 
that of deaconesses — women (and at first usually widows)' 
who were employed in such ministrations to persons of 
their own sex as were either naturally unsuitable for 



I. [See a paper by Dr. Lighifoot. 
Kfore Ihe Society for ihe Propa- 
1 of the Gcapel, iSn] 
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males, or were so regarded by the customs of the ancient 
world — especially in the east. Thus, they assisted at the 
baptism of female converts ; they visited the women of 
the community at their homes ; and, by obtaining access 
to their apartments, from which the clergy were excluded, 
they had the means of doing much for the advancement 
of the faith among the middle and higher classes.^ 

But in the end of the second century, or early in the 
third, several new offices, below the order of deacons, 
were introduced. These originated in the greater 
churches, where — partly from a supposed expediency of 
limiting the number of deacons to that of the apostolical 
church at Jerusalem,*^ and partly from the importance 
which the deacons acquired in such communities, as 
being intrusted with the administration of the public 
funds — a need was felt of assistance in performing the 
lower functions of the diaconate, which it is too probable 
that the deacons had in many cases begun to regard as 
unworthy of them.^ The first mention of any inferior 
office is in Tertullian, who speaks of readers.® The fuller 
organization of the lesser orders comes before us in the 
epistles of St. Cyprian, and in one of his contemporary 
Cornelius, bishop of Rome, who states that the Roman 
church then numbered forty-six presbyters, seven deacons, 
seven subdeacons, forty-two acolyths, and fifty-two exor- 

*> Suicer, 1. c. ; Neand. i. x62. For 14 ; Routh, Rel. Sac. iv. 237. 
deaconesses in later times, see D5l- ^ Bingham, II. xx. 16 ; iiL 1-3 ; 

linger, i. 214. They were forbidden Mosh. 574 ; Planck, i. 144-9 > GieseL 

by some councib, as by that of Nismes I. i. 370 ; Neand. i. 279. From some 

in 394 (c. 2. ap. Hefele, ii. 58), and canons early in the fourth century— 

the first council of Orange, a.d. 441, as the x8th of the Nicene council— it 

c. 26. But they were sanctioned by would seem that the deaccMis were 

the general council of Chalcedon(c. 15, then inclined to encroach on the 

A.D. 451) and are to be found long functions and honours of the presby 

after this, both in the Greek and in the ters. 

Latin churches. Among the Jacobites e De Praescr. c. 41. Augusti, how. 

the order is still kept up. Augusti, ever, identifies the subdeacons with the 

xi. 220-1. vtrrfpirai of the New Testament and 

•^ See Concil. Neocsesar. a.d. 324. c. the early fathers (xi. 223). The"youn/j: 
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cists, readers, and door-keepers/ The business of the 
subdeacons was to take care of the sacred vessels and 
to assist the deacons in their secular duties; the 
acolyths lighted the lamps and attended at the celebra- 
tion of the sacraments ; the exorcists had the charge ot 
the energumens (or persons who were supposed to be 
possessed by evil spirits) ; the readers were employed to 
read the Scriptures in the services of the church. «f 

These offices were not universally adopted.** As to 
that of exorcist, the Apostolical Constitutions (which 
represent the eastern system as it was about the end of 
the third century) * declare that it is not to be conferred 
by ordination, as being a special gift of divine grace, and 
a voluntary exercise of benevolence.^ 

(2.) While the ministry of the church was thus 
receiving an addition of inferior offices, the authority ot 
its highest members, the bishops, became more defined, 
and distinctions were introduced into their order. The 
circumstances of the times required that power should 
be centralized, as an expedient conducive to strength 
and safety; moreover, as their flocks increased in 
numbers and in wealth, and as the clergy subject to them 
were multiplied, the position of the bishops naturally 
acquired a greater appearance of outward dignity.^ 
There seems, however, to be much exaggeration in the 
statements of some writers, both as to the smallness of 
the authority which they suppose the episcopate to have 
originally possessed, and as to the height which it had 

men " of Acts v. 6, 10, appear also to Augusti, vL 156. 

have been a class of church-officers. ^ Martene, ii. 1-2 ; Giesel I. i. 368-9. 

See Mosheim, 124 (who identifies them ' In this Krabbe and Von Drey (see 

with the deacons), and Olshausen, p. 10 n.") agree, although their views 

Comment, in loc. ' Ap. Euseb. vi. 43. differ in some other respects. See 

« Thomassin. ii. i ; Bingham, iii. ; Krabbe, 123-212, seqq. ; Drey, 19, 45- 

Planck, L 145-8. Socrates (v. 22) says 80, 171-81, 191-2. 

that at Alexandria catechumens were ^ L. viii. c. 26. 

allowed to be readers and singers. See ' Giesel. I. i. 370. 
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having been corrupted, refer them to the tradition of the 
apostolic churches and to the uninterrupted succession 
of their bishops, as evidence of the apostolic doctrine.' 
In so doing, Tertullian places all such churches on the 
same level — classing Philippi, Corinth, Thessalonica, and 
Ephesus with Rome. But the great church of the 
imperial city had especial advantages, which could not 
fail to exalt it in a manner altogether peculiar. It was 
the only apostolic church of the west, and the channel 
through which most of the western nations had received 
the gospel; it was believed to have been founded by the 
labours and adorned by the martyrdom of St. Peter and 
St Paul ; it was strong in the number of its members, 
and in the wealth which enabled it not only to maintain 
a higher degree of state than other churches, but to send 
large charities to the less opulent brethren in every 
quarter;* it was linked with all other communities by 
continual intercourse ; while it was preserved by national 
character from those speculative errors which so greatly 
disquieted the churches of the east. Hence the Roman 
church necessarily became pre-eminent above every 
other. ^ But while this eminence was willingly acknow- 
ledged in ordinary circumstances, the pretensions of 
Rome were firmly resisted whenever such bishops as 
Victor or Stephen attempted to interfere with the inde- 
pendent rights of their brethren in the episcopate. The 
history of these centuries clearly shows that the bishops 
of Rome did not as yet possess any jurisdiction over 
other churches, or any other authority than the precedence 
and the influence which naturally resulted from their 
position.® 



« Iren. iii. 3-4 ; Tert. de Praescr. ^ Barrow, 275, 363-6, 403 ; Mosh. 

36 ; adv. Marcian. iv. 5. See Barrow, 574 J Planck, i. 113-17, 627 ; Ncand. L 

272-3, 284 ; Giesel. I. i. 213, 230. 

• Dionys. Corinth, ap. Routh, Rel. * lb. 362-3. Some titles, which arc 

Sac. i. 179. dwelt on by writers in the papal in- 
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(3.) From the cities, in which it was first planted, 
Christianity gradually penetrated into the country. 
When a church was formed in a village* or a small town, 
it was administered by a presbyter, subject to the bishop 
of the neighbouring city, and in some cases by a 
chorepiscopus (or country bishop).* Although this title 
does not occur before the fourth century, the office which 
it designates was of much earlier origin.® The chor- 
episcopi were subordinate to the bishops of cities, and 
acted for them in confirming the baptized, in granting 
letters of communion, in ordaining the clergy of the minor 
orders, and sometimes, by special permission, the priests 
and deacons.* It is a question to what order of thie 
ministry they belonged. Some writers suppose that they 
were all bishops \ others (among whom are Romanists of 
high name^ as well as presbyterians) consider them to have 
been presbyters; while, according to a third opinion, 
some were of one class and some of the other. If we 
regard the object of their appointment, this last view 
may seem the most probable. As the chorepiscopi were 
substitutes of the city bishops, and empowered to dis- 
charge some part of their fiinctions, it may in some 
cases have been sufficient to appoint a presbyter, with 
authority to perform certain acts which by such delegation 
might rightly be intrusted to presbyters, although not 
included in the ordinary presbyterial commission ; while 
in other cases it may have been expedient that the 
chorepiscopus should be a bishop, although, as being the 



terest as showing the elevation of the 
Roman bishop over others, were in 
truth common to all bishops. See 
Field, book v. ch. 41 ; Thomassin. I. 
L 4. 

* Planck, i. 71-4 ; Giescl. I. i. 358. 

• Mosheim (258) and Neander (i, 
281) refer it to the second century ; 
SchrOckh (ix. 19) to the third. See 



Planck, i. 76-8. The first occurrence 
of the title is in the 13th canon of 
Ancyra, a.d. 314. 

' Bingh. II. xiv. 6-7. 

s E.g. Nat. Alex. viii. 496. See 
Bingham, II. xiv. 2-4, who himself, 
like Anglican writers in general, sup- 
poses all the chorepiscopi to have been 
bishops. So too Augusti, xi. 162. 
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deputy of another bishop, he was limited in the exercise 
of his powers.** 

(4.) The right of the Christian clergy to "live of the 
gospel " * was asserted and acknowledged from the first 
As the church became more completely organized, they 
were withdrawn from secular business,*^ and were re- 
stricted to the duties of their ministry ; in the Afiican 
church of St. Cyprian's time a clergyman was forbidden 
even to undertake the office of executor or guardian." 
Their maintenance was derived from the oblations of the 
faithful ; in some places they received a certain proportion 
of the whole fund collected for the uses of the church ; 
in other places, as at Carthage, provision was made 
for them by special monthly collections.** The amount 
of income thus obtained was naturally very various in 
different churches ; it would seem that the practice of 
trading, which is sometimes spoken of as a discredit to 
the clergy, and forbidden by canons, may in many cases 
have originated, not in covetousness, but in a real need 
of some further means of subsistence in addition to those 
provided by the church.^ 



III. — Rites and Usages, 

(i.) During the earliest years of the gospel— while the 

congregations of believers were scanty and poor, and 

their assemblies were held in continual fear of disturb- 

^ See Cone. Antioch. a.d. 341, can, ° See the i8th canon of lUiberis 

10 ; De Marca, II. xiii. 3. Thomassin. (a.d. 305 ?) ; Plande, i. 198-900 ; 

II. i. I ; Ducange, s. v. Ckorepiscoptis ; Neand. i. 275 ; Matter, Hist da 

DdUinger, i. 46. Christianisme, i. 147. Mosheim tells 

' I Cor. ix. 14. us that the parallel of the Christian 

^ Can. Apost. 6. with the Jewish hierarchy was not 

" Cyp. Ep. I ; Bingh. V. iv. 1-3. drawn by ecclesiastical writers until 

" TertuU. Apol. 39. Cyprian speaks after the destruction of Jerusalem by 

of " divisiones mensumas," £p. xxxix. Hadrian ; and that they then intro- 

5- duced it with a view of estaUishing a 
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1 the part of the heathens — although it seems 
e that they may have set certain rooms apart for 
brmance of their worship,P it is not to be supposed 
y entire buildings can have been devoted exclu- 
> religious uses. We find, however, that in T^- 
1 time churches were already built : ^ the notices 
become more frequent in the course of the third 
; and, as has been stated in a former chapter,' a 
endour of structiu'e and ornament was introduced 
;he long interval of peace which followed after the 
tion under Valerian.* 

lese churches a portion was separated from the 
railings, which were intended to exclude the laity, 
this enclosure were the holy table or altar,' which 
lally made of wood, the pulpit or reading-desk," 
seats of the clergy.* 

n the apostolical times, baptism was adminis- 
amediately on the acknowledgment of Christ by 
iver ; but when the church became more firmly 
converts were required to pass through a course 
I training, combined with instruction in the faith,^ 

ies I The historian seems ' P. aox. 

hat it occurs as early as • Tillem. iii. 274-6; Bingham, VIII. 

It's Epistle to the Conn- i. 13-15 ; Augusti, xi. 338-347. 

40), where Neander gets t It is a question whether ^u<rta<rT7)- 

issage by his usual expe- pj^y, in any of the passages where 

ipposing an interlopation st. Ignatius uses the word, need be 

The duty of paying first- construed as meaning the holy uble. 

tithes as under the Law g^^ ^j^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ 

r less distinctly mamtamed ^^^^ before TertuIIian's time. See 

Titers of this penod, as a gingh. VIII. vi. 12; Krazer, no; 

conscientious obligation. SchrSckh. iv. 17-18 ; Augusti, viii. 167. 

iS, IV. xviu. 2 ; Ongen. m Socrates says that at Antioch'the altar 

1. I.) But to provide for ^^^^^^ (^^) ^^ ^he west, whereas in 

.y such means was impos- Q^y^^J, churches it looked to the easi. 

converts were few among y 22 

oral classes. Bingh. V. v. 2. « " Pulpitum, id est, tribunal eccle- 

Cor. XI. 22 ; Krazer, 96, giae." Cypr. Ep. 39. 
>t' 36. * Giesel. I. i. 375- 

e IdoL 7 ; de Corona, 3 ; j j^^^^^^ d^ Discipl. Arcani, 9-14. 
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before admission to its communion by this sacrament' 
Their entry on this training (during which the title of 
Christians* was aheady given to them, as well as that of 
catechumens) was marked by a solemn reception, with 
prayer, the sign of the cross, and imposition of hands.'' 
The length of the preparatory period was not uniform; 
the council of lUiberis (Elvira, near Granada) appoints 
two years,*^ while the Apostolical Constitutions prescribe 
three, although with a permission that the* term may be 
shortened in special cases. ^ If the catechumen were in 
danger of death during his probation, he was baptized 
without further delay. 

With the system of preparatory training was introduced 
the practice of confining the ordinary administration of 
baptism to particular seasons. Easter and Whitsuntide 
were considered as especially suitable, on account of the 
connexion between the sacrament and the great events 
which those seasons respectively commemorated ; and it 
was on the vigil of each festival that the chief perform- 
ance of the baptismal rites took place.® Yet baptism 
might still be given at other times : " Every day is the 
Lord's," says Tertullian, after stating the reasons for 
preferring Easter and Pentecost; "every hour, every 
time, is fitting for baptism ; if there be a difference as to 
solemnity, there is none as to grace."* 



« Justin Martyr mentions a prepara- 
tion by prayer and fasting (Apol. i. 
67) ; and out of this the longer and 
more systematic training seems to 
have arisen. 

■ E.g. Cone. Illib. c. 45. See Mar- 
tene, i. 15 ; and the so-called 7th canon 
of the Second General Council, a.d. 
381. Rothe has collected many proofs 
of this. De Discipl. Arc. 6-8. 

*» Other ceremonies were afterwards 
used in some churches. See Martene, 
i. 12, seqq., who gives full information 
as to ritual matters, but is not suffi- 



ciently careful in marking the distinc- 
tion of times. 

*= Cone. Illib. c. 42. The date of 
this council is not certain, but it was 
probably about a.d. 305. Hardouin 
places it in 313 ; Aguirre, in 303 ; 
Mansi, in 309 : others as early as 250, 
or as late as 330. See Dupin, ii. 304 ; 
Mariana, iii. 176, note ; Migne, Diet, 
des Conciles, i. 813 ; Hefele, i. 123-8. 

•* Constit. Apostol. viii. 32 ; Bingh. 
X. i. 4 ; Neand. i. 322-3 ; Augusti, vi. 
387 ; xi. 47. e Augusti, vi. 167, 170. 

^ De Bapt. 19. 
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Agreeably to apostolical practice, a profession of faith 
'as exacted at baptism. Hence arose the use of creeds, 
mbodying the essential points of belief, which were 
nparted to the catechumens in the last stage of their 
reparation. fif The name given to these forms — symbola 
—seems either to have meant simply that they were 
okens of Christian brotherhood, or to have been bor- 
owed from the analogy of military service, in which the 
watchwords or passwords were so called.** Renunciation 
>i the devil and other spiritual enemies was also re- 
quired ;* and it was probably in the second century that 
he rite of exorcising was introduced into the baptismal 
)ffice^ — a rite which was founded on the view that men 
vere under the dominion of the evil one until set free by 
iie reception of Christian grace.™ About the same time 
probably were added various symbolical ceremonies : — 
;he sign of the cross on the forehead ; the kiss of peace, 
in token of admission into spiritual fellowship ; white 
robes, figiu-ative of the cleansing from sin ; and the tasting 
Df milk and honey, which were intended to t)rpify the 
blessings of the heavenly Canaan.** 

Baptism was administered by immersion, except in 
cases of sickness, where affusion or sprinkUng was used.'' 
St. Cyprian strongly asserts the sufficiency of this " clini- 
cal" baptism ;P but a stigma was justly attached to per- 
sons who put off their baptism until the supposed 
approach of death should enable them (as it was thought) 
to secure the benefits of the sacrament without incurring 

8 See Bingh. book x. c. 3 ; Augusti, i. 428-9). See the speeches of Caeci- 

vi. 411-13 ; Blunt, 21. lius and Vincentius at that council, 

•« Mosh. 320 ; Neand. i. 424-5. Patrol, iii. 1055, io66. 

» TertuU. de Corona, 3. . " Ep. Bamab. 16; Giesel. I. i. 236. 

k Augusti (vii. 271) thinks that there " Tert de Cor. 3 ; Giesel. I. i. 236. 

are traces of baptbmal exorcism in ® Bingham, XI. xi. 4 : Giesel. i. 

Tert. de Bapt. cc. 5, 20 ; but the first 382 ; Schaff, 564-6. 

distinct mention of it is in one of St. p Ep. 69. 

Cypnan's councils, a.d. 256 (Neand. « See p. 167, note ^ 
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its obligation to newness of life.^ In opposition to this 
error, TertuUian, Origen, and Cyprian earnestly insist on 
the principle that right dispositions of mind are necessary 
in order to partake of the baptismal gifts, and warn 
against trusting to the virtue of an ordinance received in 
circumstances where it was hardly possible to conceive 
that such dispositions could exist^ 

That the baptism of infants was of apostolical origin, 
there are abundant grounds of presumption.* Thus, our 
Lord Himself, by receiving and blessing little children, 
showed that they are capable of spiritual benefits. His 
charge to " make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them *' was given to persons who had been accustomed 
to the admission of infants into a spiritual covenant by 
the right of circumcision, and even to the baptism of the 
children of proselytes. St. Paul seems to assume* that 
all who were capable of becoming members of the Jewish 
church were equally admissible to the Christian church; 
and we hear nothing of any dissensions on this point, 
whereas the exclusion of their infants would surely have 
been a grievance sufficient tp provoke in the highest 
degree the characteristic jealousy of Jewish converts. 
We read of whole households as having been baptized at 
once, without a hint that any members of them were 
excepted on account of tender age. And in St. Paul's 
charges as to the training of children, they seem to be 
regarded as already members of the church ; for otherwise 
we might certainly have expected to meet with directions 
for then: instruction and discipline in preparation for 
baptism. The first distinct mention of infant-baptism is 
by St. Irenseus ;° but the whole bearing of early writings 

' Tcrt.de Poenit. 6; Grig, in Joann. AugustI, iv. 111-13; vi. 40; Schaff, 

torn. vL 17 ; Cypr. Liber Testim. iii. 566-576. 

26 ; Neand. i. 350-1, 453 ; Kaye on * Rom. xi. 

TertuUian, 234. " II. xxii. 4. See Augusti, vii, iii. 

^ See Wall's Hist, of Infant Baptism; 
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is in accordance with the judgment of Origen, who le- 
ferred the practice to apostolical tradition.* Tertullian, 
in terms hardly consistent with a belief in original sin 
(which, however, he elsewhere strongly declares),^ argues 
against hastening to administer baptism to " the age of 
innocence ;*'* but his objection proves that this was the 
established usage, and he himself allows that infants may 
be baptized when in danger of death.* 

Tertullian is also a witness for the use of sponsors at 
baptism,** 

(3.) Confirmation, by imposition of hands and anoint- 
ing with chrism, was originally given immediately after 
baptism;^ but in the second century the administration 
of it was ordinarily reserved to bishops, although in 
the east it was still sometimes performed by presbyters.'^ 
When baptism was administered by a bishop or in his 
presence^ as in cities at the great festivals, ihe supple- 
mentary rites were immediately added; in other cases, 
they were deferred until there should be an opportunity of 
receiving them at the hands of the bishop.*^ Confirmation 
was bestowed on infants as well as on other baptized per- 
sons;' and in some churches a practice of administering 
the eucharist to infants and young children — founded on a 
belief that our Lord's words in St. John vi. 53 imposed a 
universal necessity of that sacrament in order to salvation 
— was established by the middle of the third century. » 



* In Rom. V. g, p. 565. See Blunt 
on the Fathers, 548. 

y De Testim. Anims, 3 ; de Anima» 
z6, 41. See Bp. Kaye on Tertullian, 
C. V. art. 9; Blunt on the Fathers, 192. 

' De Bapt. z8 ; see Dr. Pusey's 
note, Oxf. Transl. 977 ; Neand. i. 
433-3 ; ii. 391 ; Kaye on TcrtuU. 311, 
4aa-3 ; Blunt on the Fathers, 594. 

• See Cypr. Ep. 64 ; Wall, i. 97 ; 
Bingham, XL iv. 10; Miinter, Pri- 
mordia Eccl. Afric. xoa ; Augusti, 
vii. 40-5 ; Giesel. I. i. 335. 



•> De Bapt. 18. 

* lb. 8 ; Augusti, vii. 407. 

^ Leo the Great and Gelasius I. 
forbade presbyters to confirm ; but 
Gregory the Great allowed it in case 
of necessity. See Gratian, Dist. 
Ixviii. 4 ; xcv. i-«. (Patrol, clxxxvii.). 

• Cone. lUib. a.d. 305 (f) c. 77 ; 
Martene, i. 86 ; Bingh. XII. ii. 3. 

' Hieron. adv. Lucif 9 ; Martene, 
i. 87 ; Augusti, vii. 412. 

« Cypr. de Lapsis, 35 ; Bingh. XII. 
L 2-3 ; XV. iv. 7. Waterland, how- 
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(4.) The elements of Christian worship appear, by the 
notices which occur in the New Testament, to have been 
the same from the earUest days, although varieties of 
detail and arrangement obtained in different churches.*^ 
The ordinary service of " the day which is called Sun- 
day," in the second century, is described by Justin 
Martyr.^ It began with passages from the Scriptures, 
read in a language which the hearers in general could 
understand ; or, where no version as yet existed in a 
tongue intelligible to the common people, the selected 
passages were first read in Greek or Latin, and were then 
rendered into the local dialect by an interpreter.^ After 
this followed a discourse by the presiding ecclesiastic, 
which was usually directed to the application of the 
lessons which had been read. These addresses were 
at first simple and familiar in style, and hence received 
the name of homilies {i.e. conversations) ;°^ but by degrees 
they rose into greater importance as a part of the service, 
and acquired something of a rhetorical character, which 
had originally been avoided for the sake of distinction 
from the harangues of secular orators and philosophers." 
Psalmody formed a large portion of the early Christian 
worship. It consisted partly of the Old Testament 
psalms, and partly of hymns composed on Christian 
themes; and both in the church and among heretical 
sects it was found a very effective means of impressing 
doctrine on the minds of the less educated members.® 



ever, in his tract on Infant-communion, 
maintains ''that they gave not the 
communion to mere infants, but to 
children, perhaps five, six, seven, or 
ten years old ; and that under a notion 
of prudent caution, rather than of 
strict necessity, so far as appears." 
(Works, vi. 65.) So too Wall, ii. 478, 
seqq. 

^ See Socrates, v. 22 ; Sozomen, 
vii. 19. i Apol. I. 67. 



k Bingh. XIII. iv. 6 ; Neand. I 
418-19 ; see Augusti, vol. vl 

™ Fleury, vi. 17 ; Augusti, vL 253-4- 

" Neand. i. 420. Origen's homilies, 
which are the oldest extant composi- 
tions of the kind, were spoken extern- 
pore, and it was not until the age of 
sixty that he allowed them to be taken 
down by stenographers. (Euseb. vL 
36). See Augusti, vi. 268. 

" Neand. i. 420. See above, p. 47, as 
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(5.) In the apostolic age the administration of the 
eucharist took place in the evening, after the pattern of 
its original institution.P The service included a thanks- 
giving by the bishop or presbyter for God's bounty in 
supplying the fiiiits of the earth ; and in acknowledgment 
of these gifts the congregation presented offerings of 
bread and wine, from which the elements for consecra- 
tion were taken. At the same time money was con- 
tributed for the relief of the poor, the maintenance of the 
clergy, and other ecclesiastical purposes.** The bread 
used in the administration was of the common sort, 
leavened;' the wine was mixed with water, — at first, 
merely in compliance with the ordinary custom of the 
east, although mystical reasons for the mixture were 
devised at least as early as the time of Clement of 
Alexandria, and an opinion of its necessity afterwards 
grew up.* Before the consecration, the names of those 
who had offered, and of such saints or deceased members 
of the church as were to be specially commemorated, 
were read from the diptychs ; and, although the practice 
of reciting such lists was afterwards abandoned on account 
of the inconvenient length to which they had grown, it 
became usual to insert in the diptychs the names of the 
sovereign, of the patriarchs, and of the neighbouring 
bishops, as a sign of Christian fellowship.' 

The eucharist was at first preceded, but at a later date 
was more usually followed, by the agape or love-feast. 
The materials of this were contributed by the members 
of the congregation, according to the means of each ; all, 

to Bardesanes ; also Augxisti, i. 275-7 ; • Clem. Alex. Paedag. ii. 2, p. 177 ; 

V. 236, seqq. (who mentions two special Cypr, Ep. 63 ; Bingh. XV. ii. 7 ; Au- 

treatises on the propagation of heresy gusti, viii, 294 ; Palmer, Origines Li- 

by means of psalmody, i. 286-7.) turgicae, ii. 75-6, ed. 2. 

P Martene, L 107. t See Martene, i. 145-7 : Ducange, 

<» Just Mart. Apol. I. 65-7; Tertull. s. v. Diptycha; Bingh. XV. iii 17; 

Apol 39 ; Neand. i. 457. Suicer, s. v. hiifrxrxp- ; Aug^ti, xii. 

' See Augusti, iii. 267, seqq. 302-12 ; Giesel. I. i. 378. 
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of whatever station, sat down to it as equals, in token of 
their spiritual brotherhood; and the meal was concluded 
with psalmody and prayer." It was, however, too soon 
found (as even the apostolic writings bear witness) that 
the ideal of this feast was liable to be grievously marred 
in practice. There was danger of excess and selfishness 
in partaking of it ; for the richer Christians there was a 
temptation either to " shame "* their poorer brethren, or, 
by a more subtle form of evil, to value themselves on 
their bounty and condescension towards them. It was 
found also that the secret celebration of such meals 
tended to excite the suspicions of the heathen; that it 
gave rise and countenance to the popular reports of 
Thyestean banquets and other abominations. For such 
reasons the agape was first disjoined from the Lord's 
Supper, and then was abandoned.^ In the fourth cen- 
tury canons were directed against celebrations bearing! 
this name, but which were altogether different from those 
to which it had been attached in earlier times.^ 

After a time, and probably with a view of disarming 
the jealousies of the heathen,* the administration of the 
eucharist was transferred from the evening to the morning, 
when it was added to the service which had before been 
usual.^ Hence arose a distinction between the parts of 
the combined service. The earlier— the **massof the 
catechumens"*^ — was open to energumens (or possessed 
persons), to catechumens, penitents, and in the fourth 
century even to heretics, Jews, and heathens ; ^ while to 

^ TertuU. Apol. 39 ; ad Martyres, 2 ; ■ Augusti, viii. 141. 

Chrysost. in I Cor. Horn. 27, init. ; »> Neand. i. 451. See Tertull. de 

Bingham, XV. vii. 7-8 ; Suicer, s. v. Corona, 3 ; Cypr. Ep, IxiiL 15-16. 

d7dinj, colL 23, as-^ ; Augusti, i. '^ " Missa Catechumenorum." The 

125 ; viiL 321. word missa (^ missio) referred to the 

' I Cor. xi. 92 ; Qem. Alex. Paedag. dismissal of the different classes at 

ii. X, p. 165 ; Chrysost.- 1. c. different parts of the service. Augusti, 

7 Augusti, viii. X4X ; Neand. i. 450-2. viii. 41. 

■ Bingh. XV. vii. 9. See below, d Giesel. I. ii. 293-4. See can. 84 of 

BiKdc VI. c. vi. sect. v. 7. theFourth Council of Carthage, a. d. 398. 
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the celebration of the holy m)rsteries — the " mass of the 
feithful" — none were admitted but such as were baptized 
and in full communion with the church. This division 
of the service must have been fully established before 
Tertullian's time, since he censures the Marcionites for 
their neglect of it.® 

In the very earliest times of the church, the sacra- 
mental " breaking of bread " was daily ; but the fervour 
of devotion in which such an observance was possible 
soon passed away, and the celebration was usually con- 
fined to the Lord's day.' In Africa an idea of the 
necessity of daily communion (which was supposed to be 
indicated in the petition for " our daily bread ") led to a 
custom of carrying home portions of the consecrated 
bread, and eating a morsel of it every morning, before 
going forth to the business of the day. Thus the 
individual Christian was supposed to witness and main- 
tain his union with his brethren elsewhere ; and in this 
private use of one of the sacramental elements without 
the other appears to have originated one of the most 
inexcusable corruptions of the later Latin church.^ The 
eucharist being regarded as the chief sign and bond of 
Christian communion, it was considered that all the mem- 
bers of the church were bound to partake of it, except such 
as were debarred by ecclesiastical censures. All, there- 
fore, who were present at the celebration of the sacrament 
communicated ; and portions of the consecrated elements 



« Tertull. De Praescr. 41; Mosh. 
530. 

'' Archdeacon Freeman, without ab- 
solutely dedding against the idea of 
duly communion in Acts ii. 46, thinks 
that in the very earliest time *' Sunday 
and festival celebration " was the rule, 
and that greater frequency was after- 
wards introduced through mistake as 
to the nature of the rite. (' Principles of 



Divine Service,' vol. i. c. ii. sect. 2.) 
Comp. Bingh. XIII. ix. i ; XV. ix. 2 
« Tert ad. Uxor. ii. 5 ; Neand. i. 
46o-'X ; Guericke, i. 201. The practice 
of taking the eucharistic bread from 
the priest, without consuming it in 
church, was afterwards condemned. 
Cone. Ciaesaraug. I. a.d. 380, c. 3 ; 
Cone. Tolet. I. a.d. 400. c. 14. 



238 THE lord's day. 



Book I. 



were resen*ed for the sick and for prisoners, to whom 
they were conveyed by the deacons after the public rites 
were ended ^ 

(6.) WTiile the idea of the Christian life regards all 
our time as holy to the Lord, it was yet felt to be neces- 
sary that human weakness should be guided and trained 
by the appointment of certain days as more especially 
to be sanctified by religious solemnities.* Hence, even 
from the very beginning of the church, we find traces of 
a particular reverence attached to the first day of the 
week. The special consecration of one day in seven 
was recommended by the analogy of the ancient sab- 
bath ; the first of the seven was that which the apostles 
selected, as commemorative of their Master's rising from 
the grave, with which a reference to the creation was 
combined.^ On this day the believers of the apostolic 
age met together ; they celebrated it with prayer, 
psalmody, preaching, administration of the Lord's Sup- 
per, and collections for the needs of the church; and 
according to their example the day was everywhere 
observed throughout the early centuries as one of holy 
joy * and thanksgiving. All fasting on it was forbidden ; 
the congregation stood at prayers, instead of kneeling as 
on other days.™ The first evidence of a cessation from 
worldly business on the Lord's day is found in Tertul- 
lian,** who, however, is careful (as are the early Christian 
writers in general)** to distinguish between the Lord's day 
and the Mosaic sabbath. 



h Just. Mart. Apol. I. 65-7 ; Augusti, TertuU. Apol. 16. 

viii. 234 ; Giesel. I. i. 235. ™ Tert. de Corona, 3 ; Bingh. XX. 

* Clem. Alex. Strom, vii. 7, pp. 851, ii. 5-6. See Dr. Pusey's note, pp. 417, 

854 : Grig. c. Gels. viii. 23-3. seqq. in the Oxford translation of Sl 

^ Just Mart. Apol. I. 67. On the Ephrem. 

whole subject of the Lord's day I may •> De Oratione, c. 23 ; See Neandl 

now refer to Dr. Hessey's Bampton 409 Hessey, 63. 

Lectures for i860. * See Hessey, Lecture II. 

' " Diem soils laetitiae indulgemus." 
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nemory of our Lord's betrayal and crucifixion, the 
and sixth days of each week were kept as fasts by 
ence from food until the hour at which he gave up 
ost — the ninth hour, or 3 p.m.p In the manner of 
"^ing the seventh day, the eastern church differed 
the western. The orientals, influenced by the 
)Ourhood of the Jews and by the ideas of Jewish 
rts, regarded it as a continuation of the Mosaic 
:h, and celebrated it almost in the same manner as 
)rd's day ; while their brethren of the west extended 
le fast of the preceding day.** 
eeably to the analogy of the elder church, the first 
ians assigned certain seasons to an aiilnual remem- 
; of the great events in the history of redemption, 
se seasons the chief was the Fascha^ which included 
lebration both of the crucifixion and of the resur- 
i.' The festival of the resurrection was preceded 
Dlemn fast, as to the length of which the practice 
Irenseus states that some were in the habit of 
g one day, some two days, some more, and some 
but whether the forty ought to be imderstood as 
ing days or hours is disputed.^ In any case, the 



1. XXI. iii. 2-3. 
V. 28 ; Sozom. vii. 19 ; Bingh. 
1-6. TertuUian, before be- 
Montanist, took the western 
Drat. 23) ; afterwards the east' 
:jun. 14). See KayeonTertuU. 
nd. i. 410 ; and Hefele's note 
:h canon of lUiberis. i. 138. 
L XXI. i. 31 ; Suicer, ii. 621. 
i. 139 ; Neander, i. 415. The 
isible of the etymologies pro- 
the German Ostem and the 
iu/^rappear to be (i) from the 
>nic urston (to rise up) ; (2) 
name of a Saxon goddess, 
stival fell about the same 
•ee August!, ii. 322 ; Milman, 



• Of fjikv yh,p otovTai fdav ij/jUp- 
av dciy airroifs vriirrcikiVf oi di 
d^Of ol di Kal irXeCovas, ol di rca- 
aapdKoyra &pas rjfjuepivds re Kal 
WKTCpivdLSffVfifieTpoOffi Tr)v rifxipav 
ainCjv. (Fragm. ap. Euseb. v. 24.) It is 
chiefly a question whether the sentence 
shall be pointed so as to make recrcra- 
pdKOvra belong to ijpApas or to 
&pas. Alexandre Noel (v. Dissert. 4), 
Massuet, and Stieren (L 824) are for 
understanding forty days. See Thorn- 
dike, i. 283-5 ; Heinichen, Exc. VII. 
in Euseb. (t. iii. 379); Augusti, x. 
395 ; Giesel. I. i. 240 ; Harvey's Ire- 
naeus, Introd. clxi. and vol. ii. p. 474 ; 
Hefele, i. 291. 
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observance of the fast was as yet voluntary, except on 
the day of the crucifixion.* 

The whole pentecostal season — from Easter to Whit- 
suntide — ^was regarded as festival; as on Simdays, the 
people prayed standing, and all fasting was forbidden." 
Whitsun-day itself was observed with especial solemnity; 
and in the course of the third century Ascension-day 
began to be also distinguished above the rest of the 
season.* 

It would seem that at Rome the Saviour's birth 
was celebrated on the 25 th of December ;y that the 
eastern church (like the Basilidians)^ kept the 6th of 
January in memory of the Epiphany — by which name 
was understood his manifestation as the Messiah at his 
baptism ; and that when, in course of time, the com- 
memoration of the nativity made its way into some parts 
of the east, it was also observed on the same day— the 
words of St. Luke iii. 23 being supposed to intimate that 
the baptism took place on the anniversary of the birth. 
The adoption of the Epiphany in the west (where a 
reference to other events in the gospel history was 
joined with, and at length supplanted, the subject of the 
old oriental festival), and the separate celebration of 
Christmas-day in the east, belong to the fomth century.* 



* Iren. ap. Euseb. v. 24 : Tert. de 
Orat. 1 8 ; Augusti, i. 157. See for the 
Lent fast, Socrat. v. 22 ; Sozom. vii. 
19 ; Bp. Gunning's work on the sub- 
ject : Hingh. XXI. i. 2-3 ; Suicer, s. v^ 
VTjffrc^a • Planck, i. 462 ; Giesel. I. 

i. 240. 

« Iren. Fragm. t. L 828 ; Tertull de 
Cor. 3 ; de Jejun. 14 ; Cassian, Collat 
xxi. II, 20 ; Bingh. XIII. viii. 3 ; XX. 
vi. 1-3. It seems, however, that some 
did not extend the festival season be- 
yond xh^/ortutk day after Easter. 
See Hefele, i. 145. 

« BinghaiA, XX. vi. 5 : Neander, i. 
416. The earliest mention is in the 



Apostolical Constitutions (v. 19; vm. 
33). Augusti thinks that the observ- 
ance cannot be proved older than the 
fourth century, ii. 351-4. 

y Augusti thinks that this was not 
before the fourth century. 1. 313^ seqq. 

■ See p. 71. 

^ Bingh. XX. iv. 2-6 ; Mosh. L 37a ; 
SchrOckh, x. 352-6 ; Neand. L 4x7-18 : 
iiL 435-440 ; Giesel. I. i. 376 ; iL 288. 
Augusti, however, seems to think that 
the manifestation to the Gentiles was 
the original subject of the Epiphany. 
i. 152-4 ; 330-2. See below. Book IL 
c. vL sect. v. 9. 
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memory of martyrs was very early honoured by 
s commemorations, as appears from the letter 

in the name of the church of Smyrna on the 
f St. Polycarp.** On the anniversary of a martyr's 
g (which was styled his natalitia^^ or birthday, as 
[le day of his entrance on a better life) there was 
ing at the place of his burial — often a subter- 
catacomb or crypt f the acts of his passion were 
id the brethren were exhorted to imitate his vir- 
rayer was made; the eucharistwas celebrated, with 
cial offering of thanks for the mart>T ; * and some- 
he agape followed.' But, although a belief early 
I that the intercession of martyrs had somewhat of 
ower for opening the kingdom of heaven to that 
was allowed them in restoring penitents to the 
nion of the earthly church,^ — ^while it was sup- 
to obtain both forgiveness and grace for their 
n who were yet in the flesh — although Origen 
cribes to the deaths of martyrs an atoning effect 
that of the Redeemer's sacrifice ^ — their interest 
spoken only by entreaties before their suffering; 
ke the rest of the faithful departed, were supposed 

not as yet entered on the perfect blessedness oi 
; nor is there in the writings or in the sepul- 
lonuments of the early Christians any evidence 
er either to the martyrs or through them after 

)es not appear that festivals were as yet assigned 

, 19 ; GieseL I. i. 346-7. maturgus that he introduced com 

sathen Greeks had used the memorations of martyrs into his church 

^(Tia to signify an anniver- with a view of making up to his con^ 

bration of the dead. See verts for the loss of the pagan festivals. 

36 ; Alford on Matt. xiv. 6. Greg. Nyss. Vita S. Greg. Thaumat. 

- XX. vii. 8 ; GieseL I. i. (Opera, ii. 1007.) 

^ Augusti, ix. 97. 

, L c h See p. 154. 

>C. vii. 10 ; Giesel. I. i. 379- I SchrOckh, ix. 163-6 ; Neand. L 463- 

related of St. Gregory Thau- 4. See Bp. Jacobson, PP. Apost. 586. 

I. 16 
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to the apostles, except in those churches with which they 
had been more especially connected.^ 

A service in remembrance of departed relatives was 
usual on the anniversaries of their deaths. The surviving 
kindred met at the grave; the eucharist was celebrated; 
an oblation for the deceased was laid on the altar with 
those of the living ; and his name was mentioned in 
prayer, with a commendation to eternal peace. °^ 

(7.) The commission of grievous error in life or 
doctrine was punished by exclusion from the communion 
of the church ; and, in order to obtain re-admission, 
offenders were obliged to submit to a prescribed course 
of penance. The regulations as to the length and 
manner of this penance varied in different times, and 
in the several branches of the church ;° the administration 
of it was chiefly in the hands of the bishops, who were at 
liberty to exercise their discretion in each case, on a 
consideration not only of the penitent's demeanour under 
the discipline, but of his entire history and character.** 
Reconciliation after the heaviest sins, such as murder, 
adultery, and idolatry, was allowed only once to the bap- 
tized. In some cases, the whole life was to be a period 
of penance ; in some, reconciliation was not granted even 
in the hour of death,P although the refusal was not meant 
to imply that the sinner was shut out from the Divine 
forgiveness. <i The church's office was not supposed in 
these ages to extend beyond prescribing the means 
which might best dispose the sinner's mind for seeking 
the mercy of God; Cyprian, Firmilian, and other 
teachers are careful to guard against the danger of 

k Bingham, XX. viL 11. P E.g: Cone. Illiber. a.d. 305 0)i 

™ Neand. i. 462-3. cc. z, 2, 7, &c. See Nat Alex. vL 

° Martene, i. 266, seqq.; Giesel. I. 156, seqq. 

i. 387-90. 9 Bingh. XVI II. iii. 3; iv. 1-2; 

° Cone. Aneyr. a.d. 314, c. 5; Giesel. I. i. 240-4, 386; Kaye (HiTer- 

Augusti, ix. 77. tullian, 238. 
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imagining that ecclesiastical absolution could forestall the 
sentence of the last day/ The dissensions which took 
place at Rome and at Carthage in consequence of the 
persecution under Decius afford abundant evidence of 
the popular tendency to error in connexion with this 
subject.* The difficulties then felt in treating the cases 
of the lapsed led to the establishment in some churches 
of penitentiary priests, whose business it was to hear ^* 
privately the confessions of offenders, and to direct them 
in the conduct of their repentance.^ And towards the 
end of the third century, the system was further organized 
by a division of the penitents into four classes, each of 
which marked a particular stage in the course, and had 
a special place assigned to the members in the time of 
divine service." 

(8.) The churches of the early Christians had no 
images or pictures ; ^ for the connexion of art with 
heathen religion and with the moral impurities of 
heathenism was regarded as a reason against the em- 
ployment of it in sacred things.^ It was through the 
usages of common life that art gradually found its way 
into the church. Instead of the figures or emblems of 
gods with which the heathen adorned their houses, their 
furniture, their cups, and their signets, the Christians sub- 
stituted figurative representations, such as a shepherd 
carrying a lamb on his shoulders, emblematic of Christ 



' FirmiL ad Cypr. (Cypr. Ep. 75), 
§ 4; Gyp. Ep. Iv. 18 ; de Lapsis, 17 ; 
Neand. i. 305-6 ; Giesel. I. i. 383-4. 

^ See above, pp. 164-9. 

' Socrat. V. 19 ; Sozom. vii. 16 ; Au- 
gust!, ix. x6x. 

" The four were {i)^entes, (2) audi- 
enies, (3) genttflectenies or substrati, 
and (4) consistentes \ i.e. weepers, 
hearers, kneelers, and standers. Bingh. 
XVIII. i. 3; Augusd, ix. 71 ; Gie§el. 
I. L 385. 



^ Origen says that the use of images 
is of the Ophites. C. Gels. vii. 4. 

y Minuc. Fel. 10, 32 ; Suicer, s. v. 
^Ik^v t. i. 1014 ; Neand. i. 403-4 ; 
Pusey on Tertullian, 109 ; Piper, ' My- 
thologie u. Symbolik d. Ghristl. Kunst,* 
Weimar, 1847, i. 2 ; Kugler's Hist, of 
Psdnting in Italy, ed. Eastlake, Lond. 
1851, p. 2 ; Blunt on the Fathers, 53-5 ; 
De Rossi, Roma Sotterr. ii. 308, 
seqq. 
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the "good Shepherd ;'** a dove, the symbol of the Holy 
Ghost ; a ship, significant of the church, the ark of sal- 
vation, sailing towards heaven;* a fish, which, by its 
connection with water, conveyed an allusion to baptism, 
while the letters which formed its Greek name might be 
interpreted as designating the Saviour;** a lyre or an 
anchor, the types of Christian joy and hope.*^ And in 
this system were introduced even such heathen emblems 
as could be interpreted in a Christian sense by the 
initiated — for example, the vine of Bacchus and the 
phoenix.^ In like manner the Saviour was represented 
as Orpheus, as Apollo, or (in. his character of the good 
Shepherd) as Mercury ; and Theseus sla)dng the 
Minotaur typified the victory of David over Goliath.^ 
But as yet hardly any other than symbolical figures were 
used Even in the catacombs of Rome, which were with- 
drawn from the sight of the heathen, symbol prevails over 
the attempt at literal representation, and the ideas of the 
New Testament are commonly figured under the likeness 
of the Old, as where the story of Jonah is made to serve 
for a type of the resm'rection, and Moses striking the 
rock symbolizes the waters of baptism. Even from the 
gospel history types are chosen in preference to attempt- 
ing a more direct representation. Thus the feast on the 
miraculously multiplied loaves and fishes signifies the 
eucharist, and perhaps the early pictures of the raising ot 
Lazarus, in which he appears as a child, are rightly inter- 
preted as meaning the spiritual rising from the death ot 

^ Lord Lindsay on Christian Art, I. in vol. iii. of the ' Spicil^um Soles- 

40-1 ; See TertuU. de Pudic. 7, 10. mense/ and the section on the cata* 

^ Lindsay, L 18. combs in Pressensd, iii. 108-134. 

b The word IxB^ (fish) being made ^ .Clem. Alex. Paed. iii 11, p. aSg. 

up of the first letters of *Ii7<roi5s Xpiff- ^ De Rossi, Roma Sotterr. ii. 313-14- 

t6s, Qcov Tl6s, ^uHfp (Jesus Christ, • Hope on Architecture, 167 ; Piper, 

Son of God, Saviour). (Optatus, iii. Mythol. u. Symb. i. 39, 67, 75, 77, 

2.) See two dissertations by Cardinal 136. 

itra and the Commendatore De Rossi, 
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sin in baptism.* Neither art nor tradition professed to 
convey an idea of the Saviour's human form,^ while, on 
the supposed authority of some prophetical texts, it was 
generally believed to have been mean beyond that of 
mankind in general ; ^ the earliest imaginary representa- 
tions of him are met with, not among orthodox 
Christians, but among the Carpocratian heretics and in 
the eclectic heathenism of Alexander Severus.* Towards 
the end of the period, however, we find among the canons 
of the council of Illiberis one which forbids pictures in 
churches, **lest,*' it is said, "that which is worshipped and 
adored be painted on the walls." ^ Such an enactment 
is evidence at once of a recent and growing practice, and 
of the light in which it was regarded by the simple and 
austere mind of the Spanish church. 

The figure of the cross (with which, as Tertullian 
witnesses,^ it was the custom of the early Christians to 
sign their foreheads very frequently in the occasions of 
their daily life) was early introduced into churches. It 
had not, however, during this period assumed its place 
over the altar, nor was any devotion paid to it.™ 



f See De Rossi, ii. 331, 336-44. 

^ See Aug. de Trinit. viii. 4-8 
(Patrol, xliii.) ; Bp. Ellicott's Hulsean 
Lectures, 87^, 1st ed. 

b (Isaiah uL 14 ; liii. 2) Just Dial, 
c. Tryph. 14, 88 ; Clem. Alex. Psdag. 
iii. I ; Strom, iii, 17, p. 559 ; vi. 17, p. 
818 ; TerL de Came Christi, 9 ; Pusey 
in Tertullian (Oxf. transl.), 252. 

» Sup. p. 133 ; Iren. I. xxv. 6 ; Hip- 
poL viL 32 ; Neand. i. 404-5 ; Giesel. I. 
i. 85, 375 ; Milman, iii. 505-8 ; Kugler, 

3-"- 
^ Can. 36. See Nat. Alex. vi. 332, 

seqq.; Schrackh, v. 64; Neand. i. 

405-6 ; and Gieselcr, I. i. 375, who says 



that the evasions by which Baronius 
and others attempted to avoid the force 
of this canon are now abandoned by 
Romanists, [as by Bp. Hefele, i. 141]. 
De Rossi thinks that the canon was 
dictated by a fear lest, on a renewal of 
persecution, pictures of sacred objects 
should be exposed to outrage. (Roma 
Sotterr. i. 99-100.) But(not to mention 
other objections) this is to assign a 
different motive from that which is ex- 
pressed in the canon. 

' De Corona, 3. 

™ Bingh. VIII. i. 20; Neand, i. 406 ; 
Giesel. I. i. 236; De Caumont, 'Ab€- 
c^daire,' i. 142. 
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IV. Moral Character of Christians — Asceticism — 

Celibcuy, 

As the Christians of the early centuries embraced the 
gosi)el at the risk of much woridly sacrifice and suffering, 
we naturally expect to fmd that their lives were generally 
marked by a serious endeavour to realize their holy 
calling. And thus on the whole it was, although the 
condition of the church from the very beginning bore 
witness to the truth of those prophetic parables which 
had represented it as containing a mixture of evil mem- 
bers with the good. The apologists, while they acknow- 
ledge many defects among their brethren, are yet always 
able to point to the contrast between the lives of Chris- 
tians and the utter degradation of heathen morals ar 
an evidence of the power of the gospel.** No stronger 
proof of this contrast need be sought than the fact 
that the philosophers who undertook to reinvigorate the 
heathen system with a view of meeting the aggressions 
of the new religion, found a moral reformation no less 
necessary than a reform of the current doctrines of 
heathenism.P 

The mutual love of Christians — a love which in its 
disinterested sympathy for all men was something wholly 
new to the heathen ^ — was that which most impressed 
those who viewed the church from without. "■ .Their care 
of the poor, the aged, the widows, and the orphans of 
the community — their reverential ministrations to the 
brethren who were imprisoned for the faith — their kind- 
ness to slaves, whom the maxims of the ancient world 

<> E.g. Ep. ad Diognet. 5 ; Athenagor. •" This even became a subject of 

Legat. 33-6 ; Theophil. ad Autolyc. iii. ridicule; thus the representative, of 

16 ; Grig. c. Gels, iii, 30 ; vii. 48-9. See heathenism in Minucius Felix says, 

Blunt, c, vi. '* Amant mutuo paene antequani nove- 

P Neand. i. 348. rint,"etc. (c. 9). Comp. Tertull. ApoL 

*J Broglie, i. 160. c. 39. 
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had regarded as mere animated tools,* whereas the 
gospel, while it did not interfere with the difference of 
social position, yet raised the slave to the footing of 
spiritual brotherhood with his master, and reminded the 
master that he too was the redeemed servant of Christ — 
the liberal gifts sent from one country to another for the 
relief of distress — the contributions raised in order to 
the deliverance of captives — the system of letters of com- 
munion,* which not only procured for Christians admission 
to spiritual privileges in every church which they might 
visit, but entitled them to the charity and good offices of 
its members — such were some of the tokens in which the 
spirit of love was conspicuously shown ; and while the 
sight of these things had its due effect on many, as a 
witness for the faith which could produce such fruits, 
it probably became one means of attracting unworthy 
converts from the needy classes, through the hope of 
sharing in the bounty of the richer brethren." 

The force of Christian principle shone forth with 
especial lustre in seasons of general calamity. The 
charitable labours of Cyprian and his flock on occasion 
of the plague in the reign of Gallus have been already 
mentioned.^ A like course was taken at the same time 
by Dionysius and the church of Alexandria ; and, as 
we have Utely seen, the Christian spirit was again nobly 
manifested by the Alexandrians during the famine and 
pestilence under Maximin.^ 

It was felt that in their ordinary life Christians ought 
to be marked as distinct from heathens. Certain occu- 

• Aristot. Eth. Nicom. viii. 11. See in una communionis societate concor- 
DdUinger, * Heidenth. u. Judenth.' dat," says Optatus, 'De Schism 
705-9 ; and as to the heathen want of Donat.' iii. 3 (Patrol, xi,). 

charity towards the poor, 722-3. " Neand. i. 348-9. Against Gibbon's 

* " Litterae formatae." See Planck, i. exaggerations as to this, see Blunt on 
104-7 ; Neand. i. 286, 353-5 ; Giesel. I. the Fathers, Ser. ii. Lect. 3. 
L41-4: Herzog. art. Ltttene Forma ta. * P. 171. 

" Totus orbis commercio formatarum V P. 210. 
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pations were altogether forbidden — as those of diviners, 
actors, gladiators, charioteers, and makers of images.* A 
convert who had followed any such calling was required 
to forsake it before admission to baptism ; and, until he 
could find some other means of supporting himself, he 
was maintained from the funds of the church.* St 
Cyprian strongly condemns a Christian, who, having 
been formerly a player, endeavoured to earn a livelihood 
by giving lessons in his old profession.^ Attendance at 
theatres was forbidden, not only on account of the 
original connection between the drama and heathen 
religion, or of the frequent offences against decency and 
morality which occurred in the performances of the stage, 
but also because the waste of time on such frivolous 
amusements was considered to be inconsistent with the 
spiritual life.*^ Stories are told of judgments on persons 
who had ventured to disregard the rule ; thus TertuUian 
relates that a woman who went to a theatre returned home 
possessed of a devil, and that the evil spirit, on being re- 
proached by the exorcist for assaulting one of the faithful, 
answered that he had a right to do so, inasmuch as he 
had found her on his own ground.^ The games of the 
circus, the gladiatorial shows, and the combats of wild 
beasts, were interdicted in like manner. Some Chris- 
tians, as we learn from TertuUian, attempted to argue that 
such prohibitions were not warranted by Scripture ; but 
the great African vehemently denounces the interested 



■ E.g. Const. Apost. viii, 32 ; Cone. 
lUib. A.D. 305 (?) c. 65 ; Augtisti, vii. 

130- 

• Neand. i. 363-4. 

b Ep. 9 ; Neand. i. 36s>-7i. It is 
said that a player named Gelasinus, 
having on a white dress, was thrown 
by his fellows into a bath, in mockery 
of baptism, and that on coming out he 
declared himself to have been con- 
verted to Christianity by a vision 



which he had seen at the moment ot 
his immersion. Me refused to appear 
again on the stage, and was stoned to 
death by the multitude in consequence. 
Chron. Paschal, a.d. 297. Corap. the 
account of St. Genesius, Acta SS., 
Aug. 25, p. 122. 

^ Neand. i. 365-7. 

d " In meo cam inveni " (De Spec> 
tac. 26.) Against theatrical amuse- 
ments in the latter part of the sth 
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y which sought to relax the severity of the church's 



sense of the obligation to be unlike the heathen, 
; acted as a safeguard to the virtue of many Chris- 
ms yet not without danger in other respects. It 
nes became a temptation to a narrow, self-satisfied, 
»ntemptuous spirit; it incited to a needless and 
^e display of differences; it tended to an over- 
on of mere outward distinctions and acts, in 

both of their necessity and of their importance.' 

arose the extreme reverence for confessorship and 
iom, without sufficient regard to the character and 
s of the sufferers.* Hence too came the system 
fessing an extraordinary austerity, and a renuncia- 

things which were allowed to be lawful for the 
f believers. Such renunciation had been practised 
,mong Jews and among heathens ; ^ and as early, 
;, as the beginning of the second century, there 
>me Christian ascetics who bound themselves to an 
l1 strictness of living, but without any perpetual or 
able vows.* That the church, however, was not 

time disposed to attach an undue value to such 
es, may be inferred from the statement, that when 
'.the Lyonese martyrs, Alcibiades, attempted to 
le in prison his custom of living on bread and 
)nly, his fellow prisoner Attalus was charged in a 



iCC Salvian, de Gub. Dei, vi. 
ection of passages from coun- 
;rs, etc., is appended to the 
e la Comddie et des Spec- 
aris, 1666. See too Jeremy 
writings against the stage ; 
iger, ' Heidenth. u. Judenth.' 

}ectac. 3, seqq. 

i. i. 359-60- 

1. I. i. 344, 4x0-11 ; Kaye on 

I, 13a- 

)ius (ii. 17) and Sozomen (i. 



13) conjecture that Philo (De Vita 
Contemplat., Opera, ii. 471, seqq., 
ed. Mangey), in describing the Thera- 
peutae of Egypt, who lived by a sort 
of monastic rule, had in view a society 
of Christians ; but the opinion is now 
generally abandoned. 

* Mosh, 310-11 ; Giesel. I. i. 402 ; 
Theiner, i. 47. The title of ascetics 
{dffKTJrai) was borrowed from a simi- 
lar class among the heathen Greeks. 
Mosh. 314-15 ; Neand. i. 380-3. 
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vision to warn him against refusing God's creatures and 
risking offence to his brethren; and that thereupon 
Alcibiades conformed to the usual diet.* The ascetic life 
was more fully reduced to system when the influence of 
Platonism grew on the church — bringing ^with it the idea, 
common in oriental religions, of attaining to a likeness 
of the Divine repose by a lofty abstraction from mundane 
things.™ While ordinary believers were allowed to follow 
the usual business of the world, the higher spirits were 
to devote themselves to prayer and meditation ; and in 
the countries where this division was first recognized, the 
influence of climate powerfully conduced to a preference 
of the contemplative over the active life." 

In the course of the second century societies had been 
formed for the purpose of living together imder a reli- 
gious rule.® Some, considering even such society to be 
too distracting, shut themselves up in utter seclusion; 
and in the third century these eremites,P or hermits, 
retired further from the haunts of men, to bury them- 
selves in the wildest and most inaccessible solitudes. 
Paul of Alexandria has been mentioned as having with- 
drawn into the wilderness from the Decian persecution.'* 
Antony, the most celebrated of the hermits, although 
his earlier history falls within this period, may more fitly 
be noticed hereafter.' 

The state of celibacy was, from the first, regarded as 
higher than that of matrimony ; nor is it easy to distin- 
guish in how far the commendations of single life were 
founded on its advantages in times of distress, or on its 
exemption from the dangers of heathen connexion, and in 
how far they implied a belief in an essential superiority.* 

k Euseb. v. 3. P From iprj/JLOS, desert 

" Mosh. 310 ; Kaye on Tertullian, <J P. 136. 

400-2 ; Theiner, i. 12. *■ See Book II. c. vi. sect. iv. 

° Mosh. 316-19 ; Giesel. I. i. 403. ■ See Blunt on the Fathers, 243-9. 
Mosl}. 609 ; GfrOrer, i. 449. 
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I, however, this superiority was exaggerated by 
ies, so as to disparage the holiness of marriage, the 
)ers of the church earnestly combated such opinions.* 
5 found, too, that a profession of celibacy was not 
s enough to give security against the temptations of 
vorld. Thus TertuUian, in his Montanistic days, 
out serious imputations against the character and 
es of some who had been enrolled among the 
s of the African church ; ^ and Cyprian found him- 
>bliged to write against the vanities of dress and 
anour in which the virgins of the same church in 
me indulged.^ Moreover, when the lawful inter- 
? of the sexes was forbidden or renounced, grievous 
als sometimes arose in its placc^ 
e single life came by degrees to be considered espe- 
suitable for the clergy;^ but no constraint was as yet 
1 them, although a progress of restriction may be 
/ed during the period. Thus, whereas it appears, 
TertuUian's invectives, that even second marriages 
xequently contracted by the clergy of his day,* we 
he council of lUiberis, a century later, enacting 
bishops, priests, deacons, and even the inferior 
, should live with their wives as if unmarried.^ 



Olem, Alex. Strom, iii. 6 ; Aug. 
:. XXX. 6. See Mosh. 312 ; 

i. 51 ; Neand. i. 389. 
^eland. Virg. 14. 

Habitu Virginum.' 
Dyprian, Ep. 4, as to the coha- 
3f clergymen with the virgins 
irch; Theiner, i. 89-92 ; Neand. 
iriesel. I. i. 406 ; Newman in 
nasius, Tracts, 241. 
ner, i. 71-3. 

peaks of this indeed, not only 
iry to Scripture and apostolical 
i, but as a decline from the 
hich he himself remembered — 

adeo quosdam memini diga- 
dejectos." (De Exhort. Castit. 



c. 7. See Kaye's TertuU. 210 ; Giesel. 
. I. i. 238.) But perhaps we need not 
infer much as to earlier practice from 
the assertions of so passionate a writer, 
b " Placuit in totum prohiberi epis- 
copis, presbyteris, et diaconibus, vel 
omnibus clericis positis in ntinisterio^ 
abstinere se a conjugibus suis," etc. 
(C. 33.) Schrdckh (v. 63-4) infers from 
the words in italics that the canon ap- 
plied only to the times when the clergy 
should be specially on duty. Gieseler 
(I. i. 405) supposes this to be the 
meaning as to the lower clergy, but 
that the prohibition for the higher 
orders is total. See Theiner, i. 79-80 ; 
Merzog, art. Elvira, 
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The severity of this rule was, however, beyond the 
general notions of the age. Other canons, about the 
same date, forbid the marriage of the higher clergy, but 
do not interfere with the conjugal relations of such as 
had been married before their ordination to the dia- 
conate.*^ 

The recognition of a distinction between a higher 
and a lower Christian life was dangerous, not only 
because it tended to encourage the mass of men in laxity, 
— so that the teachers of the church had often to combat 
excuses for careless living which rested on such grounds, 
— but also as laying a temptation to pride and self-suffi- 
ciency in the way of those who embraced the more 
exalted profession.^ Yet both in this and in many other 
respects, although we may see in the first three centuries 
the germ of errors and mischiefs which afterwards became 
unhappily prevalent, their appearance is as yet only in 
the germ. Hence we may, at the same time, detect 
the evil which lurks in ideas and practices of those early 
days, and yet duly reverence the holy men who originated 
or advanced such ideas or practices, without any suspicion 
of the evil which was in them. An understanding Chris- 
tian must never forget that, in the experience of the ages 
which have since passed. Providence has supplied him 
with instruction and warning which were not bestowed 
on the primitive church. He must remember that, for 
the formation of his own opinions, and for the guid- 
ance of his own conduct, he is bound to consider the 
proved results of things which at first were introduced as 
conducive to the further advancement of piety. While 

^ Giesel. I. L 405. The loth canon pended. The 5th Apostolical canon 

of the council of Ancyra, a.d. 314, forbids bishops, priests, or deacons to 

enacts that persons who at their ordi- cast out their wi\'es under pretext of 

nation as deacons signify an intention religion. 

of marrying shall be allowed to do so ; d Neand. i. 386-7 ; Giesel. I. I 

but that such as marry without having 410. 
thus reserved the right, shall be sus- 
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is his duty to resist every feeling which would lead 
im to exalt himself above earlier and more simple times, 
2 must yet, with a due sense of responsibility for 
le use of the means of judgment which have been 
3uchsafed to him, endeavour to discriminate, by the 
ghts of Scripture and history, not only between absolute 
nth and fully developed falsehood, but between whole- 
>me and dangerous tendencies, and to ascertain the 
oundaries at which lawful progress ends and corruption 
egins. 



BOOK II. 

FROM CONSTANTINE TO THE DEATH OF THEO- 
DOSIUS THE GREAT, a.d. 313-395. 



CHAPTER I. 



CONSTANTINE — DONATISM — ^ARIANISM. 



A.D. 3 1 3-337. 

I. The idea that the emperors of Rome might be Chris- 
tians had been regarded by Tertullian as one which 
involved in consistency and impossibility ;* but it was now 
to be realized. 

Constantine had probably been trained in the religion 
of his father, which appears to have been an eclectic 
system, founded on the belief in one supreme God.^ Some 
y^ars of his youth were spent at the court of Diocletian 
and Galerius in the character of a hostage,*^ and while 
thus detained he had opportunities of observing the 
deceits by which the pagan priesthood endeavoured to 
influence the emperor's mind;^ he witnessed the publica- 



* After saying that Pilate was "jam 
pro sua conscientia Christianus '' and 
reported our Lord's history to Tiberius, 
he continues, " Sed et Caesares credi- 
dissent, si aut Caesares non essent 
ssculo necessarii, aut si et Christiani 
potuissent esse Caesares." ApoL 21. 



b Schrdckh, v. 63; Beugnot, L 55. 
On Constantine, see Stanley, Lect vi 
on the Eastern Church. 

^ Euseb. de Vita Const. 19 ; De 
Mort. Persec. 19, 24, and notes in 
Patrol, vii. 338, 507. 

* See p. 202. ■ 
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le persecuting edict at Nicomedia and the horrors 
•llowed.® When hailed by the legions ^.d. 306. 
in as his father's successor, he con- ^tat. 32. 
ind extended the toleration which Constantius 
:owed on the Christians :' but it would seem that 
he was rather influenced by indifference and by 
considerations than by any inclination to embrace 
igion. Whatever his secret belief may have been, 
inued to share in all the public rites of paganism, 
fessed to regard Apollo as his especial patron.^ 
most critical event in Constantine's religious 
took place in the year 312, as he was on his 
igainst Maxentius. Eusebius** tells us that, as 
Qt was known to be preparing for the struggle by 
and superstitious rites, Constantine felt the need 
rnatural aid in order to cope with him, and there- 
isidered to what god he should betake himself ; 
merabering how his father had always been 
with prosperity, whereas the persecutors of 
uity had come to miserable ends, he resolved to 
the service of idols, and prayed to the god of 
tius — the one supreme Being; and that, as he 
aged in such thoughts, he saw in the sky, soon 
d-day,* a luminous cross, with the words. " By this 
." While perplexed by the vision the emperor 
ip ; when the Saviour appeared to him, bearing 
md the same symbol which had been displayed 

Oratio ad Sanctorum Coe- vice might be a preparation for the 

appended to Life by Euse- reception of the gospel. Giesel. I. i. 

270. 

rt Perscc. 24. ^ De Vita Const, l 27-32. Cf. De 

ius, Panegyr. ad Const, c. Mort. Persec 44 ; Socrat. i. 2 ; Sozom. 

viii. 638) ; Tillem. Emp. iv. i. 3. 

h. 953-4. Apollo was, how- ' See Heinichen on Euseb. de Vita 

lered to be a pagan repre- Const, pp. 523-4. The scene of tne 

f the 3aviour, so that the vision is placed by some writers in 

id to him might be inter- Gaul (Tillem. Emp. iv. 128, 632) ; by 

1 esoteric sense, or his scr- others, near Rome. Milman, ii. 351. 
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in the heavens, commanding him to use it as his 
standard in war, and giving him the assurance of victory. 
On awaking, Constantine described the ensign which had 
been shown to him in his dream, and from that time his 
troops marched under the protection of the labarum—^ 
banner on which the cross was combined with the first let- 
ters of the Redeemer's name.^ The emperor then sought 
and received from the Christian clergy instruction as to 
the meaning of the vision which had been vouchsafed to 
him; and after his victory at the Milvian Bridge he 
erected at Rome a statue of himself, holding in his right 
hand a cross, while the inscription attributed his victory 
to the power of that " saving sign." ^ 

The story of a vision or dream in which the cross was 
displayed to Constantine, with a charge that he should 
use it as a device, and with a promise of victory, is also 
related by other ecclesiastical writers. But it is told with 
variations which, while they add to the presumption that 
it had some foundation in truth, increase the difficulties 
of the account which Eusebius professed to have received, 
under the sanction of an oath, from the emperor shortly 
before his death.™ The literal accuracy of these nar- 
ratives will now find few defenders." Educated as Con- 
stantine had been, and after the experience through 
which he had passed, it is extremely improbable that he 



^ On the Labarum, see Augusti, xii. 
109-15. The name is said to occur on 
coins even of the republican times 
(Herzog, s.v.), and some suppose the 
form with the cross to have been older 
than Constantine. De Rossi is in- 
clined to refer one inscription in which 
the monogram occurs to the year 298 
(Inscr. Christ i. 28-9). The etymology 
of the name has been much disputed 
without any satisfactory result. (See 
Papebroch, Acta SS., Mai. 21, p. 19). 
The standard was guarded by fifty 
chosen men, whom it was supposed 



to render invulnerable. Euseb. de 
V. C. iL 7-9 ; Sozom. i. 3 ; Gibbon, S. 

154. 
» Euseb. Hist Eccl. ix. 9 ; V. C L 

40. Gibbon (ii. 154) and Heinichen Ob 

Euseb. V. C.) think it mor« likely that 

the statue was erected during a later 

visit of the emperor to Rome. 

" See Gibbon, ii. 154 ; SchrOckh, v. 
72, seqq.; Murdock, n. on MosheiaB, 
L 290. 

" See, however, Newman on Ecde- 
siastical Miracles, Z33-X44. 
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.' have been so utterly unacquainted with everything 
ng to Christianity as the historians here represent 
Perhaps we may fairly suppose that he had been ac- 
med to regard the Christian God as one of many — 
mding on a level with the host of pagan deities ; 
the circumstances of his opposition to Maxentius 
have turned his thoughts towards this God, and 
le may have been on'the outlook for some omen 
J future ; that he may have s^n a remarkable ap- 
nce in the air, which to his excited imagination bore 
>rm of the Christian symbol,® while, although his 
jFs witnessed the same sight, it had not for them 
lape or the meaning with which the emperor's fancy 
red it;P that the motto (if not to be explained in the 
manner as the cross itself) may possibly have been 
ng more than the inference drawn from the pheno- 
n ; that the dream was a continuation of the thoughts 
ich the mind had before been engaged. And, if it 
jsumed that Eusebius reported his hero's relation 
perfect accuracy, it is surely not unwarrantable to 
)se that th^ other circumstances may have grown up 
1 the emperor's mind in the course of years, as his 
;ion to the Christian faith became more entire, and as 
ontinued prosperity confirmed him in the belief that 



inous appearances in the sky 
ted both by Christian and by 
writers of that age — among 
jiother vision of the cross, seen 
It Jerusalem, and in the same 
t Mursa, where the army of 
itius was engaged with that 
aentius. (Chron. Paschal. a.d. 
St. Cyril of Jerusalem, who 
this appearance (£p. ad Const, 
sd. Prevot, Paris, 1640), although 
tions the discovery of the cross 
isalem in Constantine's reign, 
thing of that emperor's vision. 
Sozom. iv. 5 ; Philostoiig. ill. 26, 

L. 1. 



and for later instances see Fabricius, 
vi. 712-16 ; Giesel. I. i, 271 ; Benedict. 
Petriburg. ed. Heame, 496. 519 ; Matth. 
Paris, Hist. Min. ii, 297 : Molinet, v. 
Z46, ed. Buchon ; and the somewhat 
suspicious stories told by Caesarius of 
Heisterbach, Dialog, x. 37-40. Even 
so lately as 1863 the newspapers re- 
ported an appearance of this kind in 
connexion witJi the Polish insurrection. 
P Thus we may undierstand how (as 
is stated) all saw it, and yet it was not 
generally known when Constantine 
long after related the story to Euse- 
bius. 

17 
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he was an especial favourite of Heaven — a belief which 
is strongly marked throughout his career.^i 

The benefit conferred on the Christians by the edicts 
of 312 and 313 was toleration, not ascendency over 
other religions ;' and if we attempt to discover the pro- 
gress of CoAstantine's own opinions by his acts and legis- 
lation,* we find that much is doubtful and perpleidng 
in the history of his next years. He spoke of "the 
Divinity " in vague ajd ambiguous terms.* He omitted, 
the secular games, which in the ordinary course would 
have been celebrated in 314, and, to the great indignation 
of the Romans, he refused to take part in the rites of 
Jupiter Capitolinus." He favoured the Christians in 
many ways; he bestowed munificent gifts on the com- 
munity, and built churches ; he committed the education 
of his son Crispus to the celebrated Christian rhetorician 
T^ctantius ;* he associated much with bishops, frequently 
making them the companions of his table and of his 
journeys; he interfered in the settlement of religious 
disputes.^ In 313 he exempted the catholic clergy from 
the decurionate ^ — an office which, fi-om having once been 
an object of ambition, had come to be generally regarded 
as an oppressive burden, on account of the expense, the 
labour, and the unpopular functions connected with it* 
As it was found that, in consequence of this law, many 
persons, whose property rendered them eligible as decu- 



1 Fabric, vi. 701-8 ; see Mosh. 971-7, 
9S0-6 ; Gibbon, ii. 158-9, and Milman's 
notes ; SchrOckh, v. 63-89 ; August!, 
xii. 106-8 ; Heinichen on Euseb, de V. 
C. , 522-3 ; Neand. iii. 10-16 ; Giesel. I. 
i. 271 ; Beugnot, i. 66 ; Milman, ii. 349- 
53 ; Broglie, L 218, and Append. C. ; 
Gass in Herzog> iii. 132. 

•■ Mosh. 964, 973-4 ; Milm. iii. 357. 

■ His laws are arranged chronologi- 
cally in the Latin ' Patrologia,' vol. 
viii. 



» Ibid. 74-5. 
lUustr. 80. 



* Beugnot, i. 78. 

* Hieron. de W. 
y Euseb. V. Const i. 42-4 ; Heinichen 

in Euseb, 509-10. 

' Euseb. H. Eccl x. 7. Cf. Cod. 
Theod. XVI. ii. i ; v. i (a.d. 326). 

■ See the laws against exemptions 
and evasions, Cod. Theod.lXII. tit I; 
Cod. Just. X. xxxi. seqq. ; also Gibbon, 
ii. 49-50; Savigny, i. 44-9: and the 
account of the duties of the office in 
Guizot,' Civilization in France,' Lecta. 
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rions,^ pressed into the minor orders of the church for 
the purpose of obtaining an exemption, Constantine after- 
wards ordered that no person qualified for the decurionate 
should be admitted to ordination ; that the clergy should 
be chosen from the poorer members of the church ; 
and that only so many should be ordained as were 
necessary to fill up vacant places.^ But when some 
cities attempted to reclaim those who had become clerks 
with the object of evading civil office, the emperor 
ordered that such persons as were already ordained 
should not be molested.^ 

It would appear that in 315 Constantine exempted 
the lands of ecclesiastics firom the ordinary taxes — an 
exemption which was afterwards withdrawn. ® In the 
same year he abolished crucifixion as a punishment,*^ and 
decreed that any Jews who should attempt to raise a 
tumult against Christians should be burnt.* In 316 he 
allowed that the emancipation of slaves, which had until 
then been performed before a magistrate, might also take 
place in churches ; and, in order to give popularity to 
the new method, it was divested of many troublesome 
formalities with which the act of emancipation had 
formerly been encumbered.** By two laws of the year 
319 he forbade private sacrifices and divination, and 
ordered that priests or diviners should not enter dwelling- 
houses for the exercise of their art, under the penalty of 
being burnt. But by the same laws the public exercise of 
such rites was still permitted ; * and two years later, while 
the practice of magic with any hurtfiil object was severely 

^ The qualification was the posses- referred to Constantius. The last 

sion of 25 acres of land. Guizot, i. 305. editor of the code, Haenel, dates it in 

« Cod. Theod. XVI. ii. 3 (a.d. 320) ; 313. Patrol viii. 100. 

ib. vL (a.d. 326). The first constitution f AureL Victor, 41 ; Sozom. i. 8. 

to this effect is lost. s Cod. Theod. XVI. viii. i. 

* Patrol viiL 200. ^ Soz. i. 9. See Cod. Theod. IV. vii. 

* Cod. Theod. XI. i. z ; Giesel I. ii. i, and notes ; Schrdckh, v. 93. 
164. The measure has been by some * Cod. Theod. IX xvi. 1-2. 
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denounced, the emperor sanctioned the use of magical 
means for bodily cures, or for the prevention of stonns.^ 
In 321 an edict was issued for the general observance 
of Sunday. Agricultural labours were to be earned on, 
but in the towns there was to be a cessation from traffic 
and from judicial business; and even the heathen 
soldiers were obliged to repeat on that day a prayer to 
the supreme Deity. ^ In the same year, as a concesaon 
to the zeal of the Christians for celibacy, the old laws 
against unmarried and childless persons were abolished;*^ 
and by another edict the church was allowed to- receive 
legacies — a privilege which, in the event, had an im- 
portant eflfect on its temporal condition.^ 

But as to all these enactments and proceedings it is 
questionable in how far they may be regarded as evi- 
dence of the emperor's personal disposition towards 
Christianity. The omission of the secular games, and 
the slight offered to the Capitoline Jupiter, need not 
have meant anything beyond a contempt for the p(^ular 
religion.** The laws which conferred privileges and 
removed disabilities did no more than put the Christian 
community on a level with the heathens, or even with 
the Jews. The private divinations condemned by Conr 
stantine were not properly a part of the old religion, but 
rather were a corruption which a reformer in the interest 
of that religion would have wished to abolish ; they were, 
moreover, objectionable on political grounds^ and had 
therefore been censured by Diocletian, by Tiberius, and 
even by so ancient an authority as the laws of the twelve 

^ Cod. Theod. IX. xvi. 3. 274 ; Hessey, 87. 

1 Cod. Justin. III. xil 3 ; i;uscb. iv. » Cod Theod. VIII. xvk x ; Eoseb. 

18-20. See Hessey, Bampt Lect, 77- iv. 26. 

86. Eusebius perhaps (for the text is ° Cod. Theod. XVL il 4; SchrfifBUi, 

doubtful, c. 18) and Sozomen certainly v. 91-2. 

(i. 8, p. 10) speak also of a law for the « Beugnot, I 75. 

observance of Friday. See GteseL I. i. * 
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tables.P Nay, even the law for the observance of Sunday 
— the festival of the sun, or Apollo, called by its heathen 
name — ^while it had its special and sacred meaning for 
Christians, might have been regarded by the rest of 
Constantine's subjects as merely adding to the number 
of holidays by an exercise of the pontifical authority which 
belonged to him as emperor. *i 

In seeking to understand Constantine*s policy as to 
religion, we must distinguish between the sovereign and 
the man. As emperor he desired that his subjects 
should live in peace and order, and that the framework 
of the constitution should be preserved ; in this capacity, 
therefore, it was his interest to avoid offending the pre- 
judices of his people, to e^rtend to all an equal pro- 
tection, to allow in religion a freedom of thought limited 
only by the necessities of civil government. In his 
private opinions, which were probably at first vaguely 
monotheistic, he received a determination in favour of 
Christianity about the time of his march against Maxen- 
tius, and thenceforth advanced by degrees until at length 
he openly avowed the faith of the gospel. By thus con- 
sidering separately his official and his personal character, 
we may perhaps best understand much that at first sight 
appears inconsistent ; how he retained throughout his 
life the office of Poritifex Maximus, the highest in the 
pagan hierarchy ; ' how he took part in heathen cere- 
monies, regarding them as attached to his imperial func- 
tion ; how, in two edicts of the same yea,r, he " enjoined 



P Beugndt, i. 81-2 ; Milm. iii. 359-60. 
The Duke de Broglie remarks that 
Constantine had the advantage of 
being able to attack the very heart of 
paganism without altering the laws. 
i. 309. Comp. i. 346. 

«i Mosh. 975 ; Beugnot, i. 83 ; Gie- 
seler, 1. i. 272-4. ^ 

' Pagi (in Bar. a.d. 312. 100) and 



Tillemont (Emp. iv. 635) argue that, 
although the title was given by the 
I>agan subjects, the acceptance of it by 
Christian emperors is not proved. It 
conferred much influence, and did 
not require any actual idolatry. 
SchrSckh, v. 138. See Beugnot, i. 
90-4. 
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the solemn obsen-ance of Sunday, and directed the 
regular consultation of the anispices."® 

The joint triumph g( Constantine and Licinius over 
Maxentius and Maximin was soon fol- 

' * * ** lowed by differences which were decided by 
the defeat of Licinius in the batdes of Cibalis and 
Mardia.* By a new partition of the empire all Europe. 

Sept. 325. except Thrace, was assigned to Constantine ; 

(Clinton.^ but a revi\'al of jealousies produced another 
war, which ended in the ruin of Licinius. This prince, 
whom some writers have very improbably supposed to 
have been once a catechumen," oppressed his Christian 
subjects, perhaps regarding their religion as a token ot 
inclination to his rival's interest. He demolished 
churches, put some bishops to death, and it is said 
that he was on the point of giving orders for a general 
persecution when he was diverted by the progress ot 
Constantine. The emperors mustered their hosts under 
the standards of Christ and of heathenism respectively ; 
each party relied on presages and visions which were 
sujiposed to come from heaven ; and the triumph of Con- 
stantine was especially ascribed to the God of Christians. 
From that time pagan emblems disappear from his coins, 
and he declares himself in his edicts to be an instrument 
of God for spreading the true faith.^ 

Constantine now recalled all Christians who were in 
exile or in the mines ; he ordered that those who had 
been deprived of public employments on account of their 



' Gibbon, ii. 145. The law as to the 
aruspices is Cod. Theod. XVI. x. i. 
See Pagi in Baron, iv. 34-6 ; Mosh. 
973-4 ; Heinichen in Euseb. de V. 
Const. 5x1 ; Neand. iii 96-8 ; Beugnot, 
L 89. 

* Gibbon, L 439-41. 

* See Pagi in Baron. iiL 637 ; TiUem. 
Kinpu iv. 503 ; Brdglie, i. 316. 

« Euseb. Hist Eccl. x. 8 ; Vit 



Const i. 51-6 ; ii. x-17 ; Socr. L 3 : 
Giesel. I. L 275. Licinius was allowed 
to retire to Thessalonica, where he was 
put to death in the following year, 
*' contra jus sacramenti,** according to 
St Jerome (Chron. a.d. 3a8X while 
other Christian writers impute treason- 
^le designs to him. See Gibbon, L 
^o ; Broglie, I 327. 
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religion should be reinstated, that the property of martyrs 
should be restored to their heirs, and that, 

AD It. A 

if no heirs could be discovered, it should be ' ' ^ "*' 
given to the church. y In an edict addressed to all 
his subjects, he advised them to embrace the gospel ; 
but at the same time he professed to wish that it should be 
advanced by means of persuasion only.' He endeavoured, 
however, to render it attractive by bestowing employments 
and honours on proselytes of the higher classes, and by 
donations to the poor — a course which, as Eusebius him- 
self acknowledges, produced a great amount of hypocrisy 
and pretended conversion.* He ordered that churches 
should be everywhere built, of a size sufficient to accom- 
modate the whole population.^ He forbade the erection 
of images of the gods,° and would not allow his own 
statue to be set up in temples.^ All state sacrifices were 
prohibited, and such of the provincial governors and 
officials as adhered to the old religion were ordered to 
abstain from rites of this kind ; yet other public sacri- 
fices — those which were undertaken by the priests, as 
distinguished from ceremonies performed in the name of 
the state — were allowed to continue. There is reason to 
suppose that in the end of his reign Constantine issued 
an edict against them ; but if so, it was little enforced.® 

While the emperor exerted himself for the elevation of 
the Christian community, he refrained from any such 
attacks on the religion of the majority as would have 
been likely to excite opposition.^ His measures were 
intended to appear as a reform of abuses which had 
crept into the pagan system — not as directed against 

y Euseb. ii. 20-1. sacrifices docs not exist, but is men- 

* Ibid. 24-42, 56. tioned by Constantius, Cod. Theod. 

a Ibid. iii. 21, 58 ; iv. i, 28, 38. XVI. x. 2. See Giesel. I. iii. 8 ; 

b Ibid. ii. 45. Milman, ii. 460-3. 

c \\yi^, ^ Beugnot, i. 71-3 ; 98-101 ; Gibbon. 

«» Ibid. iv. 16. See Schr5ckh, v. iqj. ii. 245-6. 

* Euseb. i. 44-5. The law ag^nst all 
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that system itself. Commissioners were sent throughout 
the empire, with instructions to visit the temples and to 
inquire into the worship which was performed in them; and 
these commissioners, although unarmed, and unpro- 
tected by any military guard, were allowed to do their 
work without hindrance — a circumstance which shows 
how little hold the heathen religion retained on the 
general mind. In consequence of this visitation, many 
statues were stripped of their precious ornaments, de- 
stroyed, or carried away, and many impostures oi the 
priests were exposed. ^ Constantiije respected the 
temples in general, but he shut up and unroofed some 
which were almost deserted, turned others »into churches, 
and destroyed those which had been the scenes of im- 
moral rites or of pretended miracles.** 

The change in the position of Rome towards the 
empire, which had originated in the policy or in the 
caprice of Diocletian, was carried further by CJonstantine. 
He paid only two visits to the city after that which fol- 
lowed his victory over Maxentius ; and his reception was 
not such as to make a favourable impression on his 
mind.* With wonderful speed a new capital, called after 
the emperor's name, was raised on the site of Byzantium.^ 
Whereas Rome was the chief stronghold of heathenism,* 
Constantinople was to be wholly a Christian city. Churches 
were erected in every quarter. Statues of gods and iUus- 



^ The proceedings of the royal 
commissioners under Henry VIII. 
and Edward VI. suggest a parallel 
which continually recurs throughout 
the history of the abolition of paganism. 

^ Euseb. iii. 54-8. 

' Gibbcm, i. 434; Broglie, ii. 92-5. 
The pagan Zosimus says that Constan- 
tine built his new capital because he 
was unable to be^ the execrations of 
the Romans on account of his having 
put his wife and son to death, (ii. 30.) 



A curious mediaeval legend as to the 
foundation is given by Will. Malmesb. 
sect. 354 (Patrol, clxxix.) and by Gan- 
ther, Hist, captae a Latinis Cpoleos, 16 
(Ibid, ccxii.). 

k Tillemont says that it was founded 
in 328, and ready for occupation in 330 
(Emp. iv. 230). Comp. Pagi in Baron, 
iv. 75-8 ; Gibbon, ii. 17 ; Broglie, ii. 
c. 6. 

1 Beugnot, i. 97 ; Broglie, ii. 91. 
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trious men were removed from the cities and temples .of 
Greece and Asia™ to decorate the streets and public 
places, while they served as trophies of victory over the 
old religion. The chief room of the palace was adorned 
with representations of sacred subjects, among which 
was one of the crucifixion. The gladiatorial shows, and 
other barbarous exhibitions which formed the delight of 
the Romans, were never allowed at Constantinople, 
although in the older capital the popular feeling was as 
yet so strong that the emperor did not venture to inter- 
fere with it° 

In the outward duties of religion Constantine was very 
diligent He caused himself to be represented in the 
attitude of prayer on coins and medals and in statues ;^ 
he studied the Scriptures,^ and regularly attended the 
services of the church ; he kept the paschal vigil with 
great devotion ;<i he listened, standing, to the longest 
addresses of his bishops;' he even composed religious 
discourses, and after they had been translated from Latin 
into Greek, with which he was but imperfectly acquainted, 
he delivered them before his court* One of these sermons ^ 
is still extant, having been preserved as a specimen by 
Eusebius, to whom it is probably indebted for more than 
its Gregk idiom.'** In this composition the emperor 
recommends the Christian religion, dwelling on the 
evidence borne by prophecy, with which he classes the 
Sibylline verses and the fourth Eclogue of Virgil ; and, 

" " Constantinopolis dedicatur,paene or perhaps only for Phoenicia. For the 

omnium urbium nuditate." — Hieron. abolition of these spectacles at Rome 

Chron. a.d. 334 ; of. Zosim. v. 24 ; see below, c. vii. 
Chron. Pasch. a.d. 328. Euseb. iv. 15. 

^ Euseb. iii. 48-9, iv. 25 ; Sozom. ii. p lb. i. 32, iv. 17. 

5 ; Tillem. iv. 209 ; Schr5ckh, v. 104-5. ' lb. iv. 22. 

There is a law of Constantine against ' lb. 33. 

the ** bloody spectacles " of gladiators • lb. 29, 32. 

(Cod. Theod. XV. xiii. i, a.d. 325); * * Oratio ad Sanctorum Ccetum,' 

but Godefroy shows in his commerits Patrol, viii. 399, seqq. 
that it was intended only for the east, * Broglie, ii. 79. 
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as was his custom, insisting strongly on the contrast 
between his own prosperity and the calamities of princes 
who had persecuted the church. In his joume)rs he was 
accompanied by a travelling chapeL^ Bishops were his 
chosen associates ; and too many of them were dazzled 
by the splendour of such a position, so that he found 
them willing to let his faults pass uncensured, and to 
admit a dangerous amount of interference in spiritual 
things.'^ Eusebiusy relates that one of these bishops— 
probably the historian himself — ^went so far in flattering 
the emperor with assurances of salvation as even to draw 
down a rebuke from him. It has indeed been main- 
tained that Constantine's Christianity was merely a 
matter of policy ; but the charge is palpably unjust ; for 
although some of his measures as to religion were un- 
questionably dictated by political interest, — although his 
understanding of Christian doctrine was very imperfect, 
and his life was far from being that of a consistent 
believer, — there is no reasonable ground for doubting 
that his conviction was sincere, and that he earnestly 
endeavoured to employ his power for the benefit of the 
church and for the extension of the truth. ^ 

The emperor's mother, Helena, was induced by him 
to embrace his new religion,* and during the remaining 
years of her life distinguished herself by the fervour of 
her zeal and devotion. In 326 she visited the Holy 
Land, with the intention of seeking out the places which 
had been hallowed by the chief events of Scripture 



* Euseb. ii. 12 ; Tillem. Emp. iv. 291. 

* SchrSckh, v. 109, 113, 397 ; Nean- 
der, iii. 31-3 ; Newman on Arianism, 
284. On Constantine's relations to the 
church, see below, c. vi. sect. ii. 

y iv. 48. 

■ Mosh. 970 ; Schrflckh, v. 139-41, 
395-8 ; Planck, I 243-5 ; Neander, vl 
369 : Broglie, passim. Niebuhr says 
of him that " he had taken up the 



Christian faith as a superstition, and 
had mixed it with all the rest of his 
superstition." Vortr. cd. Isler, iii. 302. 
* So Eusebius expressly states (iii 
47) ; and there seems to be no sufficient 
ground for the belief of many writers 
that she had been a Christian before 
Constantine, and had brought him up 
in the faith, or had influenced his con- 
version. 
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history. The site of the holy sepulchre was to be marked 
by a church which should exceed all others in splendour.^ 
The temple of Venus, with which Hadrian had defiled 
the place, was demolished; the earth below it was dug up 
as polluted, when, it is said, three crosses were dis- 
covered, and near them the label on which the super- 
scription had been written over the Saviour*s head. As, 
however, there was not enough to distinguish with cer- 
tainty the cross on which he had suffered, Macarius, 
bishop of the city, proposed a test. A lady of his flock, 
who was supposed to be at the point of death, was 
carried to the spot ; prayers were put up that the true 
cross might be revealed througli her cure; and, after 
two of the three had been applied to her in vain, the 
third wrought an instantaneous recovery.*^ In addition 
to the place of the entombment, those of the nativity 
and the ascension, and the site of the oak or turpentine- 
tree of Mamre, were covered with churches, in token of 
Helena's piety, and of the unrestricted bounty which 
Constantine enabled her to exercise.*^ 

The reign of Constantine was marked by the beginning 
of two great controversies — the Donatistic and the Arian : 
the former arising in the west, out of a disagreement 
as to discipline ; the latter, of eastern origin, involving 
the very essence of Christian doctrine. The emperor 
took part in both, but the goodness of his intentions 
was not always directed by knowledge and sound 
judgment. Wielding an absolute power, and imperfectly 



*> Euseb. iiL 25-6, 31 ; Soc. i. 9. 

<= Rufin. i. 7-8 ; Soc. i. 17 ; Soz. ii. 
i; Theod. L 18. Eusebius, while he 
minutely describes the discovery of the 
sepulchre (iii. 25-8), says nothing of 
the cross. Moreover, according to 
him, the excavations were made by 
order of Constantine, and before 
Helena's pilgrimage. Nor is the cross 
mentioned by a Gaulish pilgrim who 



described Jerusalem seven years after 
Helena's visit (Itinerar. Burdigalense, 
Patrol, viii. 790-2). See Gieseler, I. ii. 
279, for the growth of the story, which, 
however, is defended by Dr. Newman 
(On Miracles, X46-7), and the Duke de 
Broglie, ii. 119. 

* Euseb. ii. 41-3, 47, 51-2 ; Soz. 
iii. 4. 
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instructed as to the faith which he professed, he was con- 
tinually tempted to confound religious with civil considera- 
tions. Sometimes the desire to preserve peace among 
his subjects induced him to view error with indifference; 
at other times he regarded and punished the proceedings 
of religious parties as offences against his imperial autho- 
rity. 

II. We have repeatedly had occasion to notice the 
peculiar character which marked ithe Christianity of 
northern Africa. In that country Montanism had found 
a congenial sofl, and had acquired its great diampion, 
Tertullian. From Africa, too, it was that the Novatianist 
sect had in part derived its origin ; and there its rigid 
principles had been received with the greatest enthu- 
siasm. There the strict view as to the nullity of schis- 
matical baptism had been maintained by Cyprian ; and 
in the history of that great bishop we have §een the 
extravagant honour which the Christians of Africa attached 
to the outward acts of martyrdom and confessorship. 

In the persecution under Diocletian many of the 
African Christians exhibited the characteristic spirit 
of their country. ® They endeavoured to provoke 
martyrdom by violent behaviour ; in some cases, it is 
said, they were impelled to this by debts, disrepute, or 
wretchedness, and by the hope of at once washing away 
in their blood the sins and crimes of a whole life.^ To 
all such courses Mensurius, bishop of Carthage, was 
strongly opposed. He himself, when asked to give up 
the sacred books of his church, substituted for them 
some heretical writings.^ He forbade his people to visit 

*> For documents relating to the ' Augustin. BrevicuL Collat c. 

Donatistic schism, see Dupin's ap- Donatistis, iii. 25. 

pendix to St. Optatus, and the appen- K See above, p. aa6. The Donatists 

dix to the ninth volume of St. Augustine afterwards maintained, (x) that, if this 

(Patrol, tt. viii., xi., xliii.). st(»y were true, Mensurius acted 
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tn those who had ostentatiously courted death ; 
ed to acknowledge such persons as martyrs ;** and 
ing out this policy his chief instrument was his 
icon, Csecilian. 

e year 305, a synod of about twelve bishops met 
. (now Constantine) to elect a bishop for that city, 
isident, Secundus, bishop of Tigisis and primate 
lidia,* began by inquiring into the conduct of his 
Q during the late persecution. Several confessed 
jy had deUvered up the Scriptures ; one, Purpurius 
le, on being charged with the murder of two of his 
'•s, told Secundus that he was not to be frightened 
h questions ; that he had killed, and would kill, 
' stood in his way;^ and he taxed Secundus him- 
th being a traditor. When the inquiry had pro- 
so far as to inculpate the greater part of the 
J who were present, one of them proposed that, 

sake of peace, past offences should be forgotten, 
at every one should make his account to God 

and the synod, acting on this suggestion, pro- 
. to elect one who had been a traditor, Silvanus, 
see of Cirta. It is to be noted that the very per- 
ho on this occasion were so lenient towards the 
^f traditorship became afterwards the chief leaders 
more rigid party.^ 

ough Mensurius had incurred much enmity by his 
:t during the persecution, the spirit which he had 



(3) that it was not true, but 
lOoks which he gave up were 
tares. Aug. loc. cit. 

ib. ; Neand. iii. 359-60. 
in accordance with the judg- 
lis contemporary St. Peter of 
ia (Routh, Rel. Sac. iv. 32-7), 
h the 6oth canon of the 
rilliberis (seep. 211). Comp. 
lor, ed. Eden, iv. 580. 



^ In Numidia the primacy was not 
permanently attached to one see, but 
belonged to the senior bishop. Bingh. 
II. xvi. 6 ; Munter, * Primordia,' 49. 

Ic " The language of Purpurius is that 
of a furious madman." Gibbon, ii. 186. 

^ Acta Cone. Girt. ap. Aug. c. Cres- 
coa. iii. 30, seqq.; iv. 36; Brevic. Coll. 
iU. 17 ; Optatus, i. 15 ; Aug. Ep. 43. 



2 70 ORIGIN OF BookII. 

provoked did not break out into any considerable mani- 
festation, during his lifetime."* On his death, which took 
place in 311, as he was returning from Rome, where he 
had been summoned to appear before Maxentius, two 
presbyters, named Botrus and Celesius, aspired to the 
vacant see, and, for their own piuposes, contrived that 
the election should take place without summoning the 
Numidian bishops.'* The choice, however, fell on the 
archdeacon Caecilian, who was consecrated by- Felix, 
bishop of Aptunga. Before leaving Carthage, Mensu- 
rius had intrusted some plate and other property of the 
church to certain elders of the congregation,® and had 
left an inventory in the hands of a female member of his 
flock. This document was now delivered to Csecilian, 
who asked the elders to produce the articles enumerated 
in it ; and these persons, who had supposed themselves 
secure against inquiry, and had intended to appropriate 
the deposit, endeavoured to avenge themselves by form- 
ing a party in opposition to the new bishop.^ The 
faction was joined by the disappointed presbyters, and 
was supported by the influence and wealth of Lucilla, 
a lady whom Caecilian had formerly offended by reprov- 
ing her for a practice of kissing the bone of a supposed 
martyr before partaking of the eucharist.** In conse- 
quence of an invitation from the malcontents, a body of 
Numidian bishops, seventy in number, and headed by 
their primate, Secundus, appeared at Carthage. They 

*" Tillemdnt (vi. 4-5, 697-8) supposes wardens. See Thoradike, L 164-6, cd. 

that a schism was formed against him, Ang. Oath. Lib. Walch, however, 0^' 

but that it was soon suppressed. See 72) supposes them to have been clergy. 

Walch, iv. 77-85. P Optat. i. 17-18. Neander (iii. 266) 

" Optat. i. 17-18. questions the story as to their motives 

" " Seniores plebis," in whom some for joining the Numidians. 

Presbyterian writers wish us to recog- ' Optat. i. 16. Cardinal Wiseman, in 

nize the "lay elders" of Calvin's dis- his ingenious >^» d'esprii on Dotatism 

cipline. But, as Bingham (II. xix. 19) and Anglicanism, finds a parallel for 

observes, they seem to have been Lucilla in Anne Boleyn ! * Essays,' il 

officers answering to our church- 210. 
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secilian before them, alleging that he ought not to 
len consecrated except in their presence, and by- 
mate of Numidia; and, moreover, that his con- 
•n was void, inasmuch as Felix of Aptunga was 
or.' Personal charges were also brought against 
n. His exertions to check rhe fanatical spirit 
the persecution were exaggerated into monstrous 
tnity; it was said that he had stationed men at 
ison-doors, with whips in their hands, to drive 
iich of the faithful as should carry provisions for 
ief of the martjrrs; that he himself had beaten 
persons who went to the prison on this errand of 
; that he had broken the vessels which they 
, and had scattered the food, so that some of the 
jrs had in consequence been starved to death.^ 
wer to the summons of the Numidians, Caecilian 
I to appear before them, but professed himself 
to satisfy them if they would go to him; he 
ined that his consecration was regular and valid, 
fered, if they could prove it otherwise, to submit 
resh consecration at their hands.* On this Pur- 
broke out with his usual violence : " Let him 
' he said, "to receive our imposition of hands, 
iwill break his head by way of penance."^ The 
lians excommunicated Caecilian with his adherents, 
dained a rival bishop, Majorinus, who had formerly 
1 reader imder him, but was now a member of 



t. L 19. The charges against 

•e afterwards fully disproved- 

'urgationis Felicis,' in Dupin, 

., or Routh, Reliq. iv. ; Optat. 

dch, iv. >|i-52. 

Satumini, 17, in Dupin, 242, 

. viii. 700-1. 

t. L 19. From the number of 

ts brought in support of the 

ion, Neander (iii. 265) sus- 

t the Numidians had prece- 



dent on their side in insisting that they 
ought to have been consulted : but 
that the matter had not been abso- 
lutely settled (cf. Bindemann, ' Augus- 
tinus/ ii 380 ; Hefele, i. 163). Cae- 
cilian's offer was probably ironical, as 
St. Augustine suggests. Brevic. CoUat. 
iii. 16. See Walch, iv. 91 ; Broglie, i. 

259- 

" Optatus,i. 19, translated by Gibbon, 
ii. 186. 
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Lucilla's household By this formation of a decided 
schism, many persons, who had before stood aloof from 
Caecilian, were induced to return to his communion.* 

Constantine, soon after becoming master of the west 
by his victory over Maxentius, sent a large sum of money 
for the relief of the African Christians ; and as reports 
which reached him had produced impres- 
' '^ ^' sions unfavourable to the malcontent party, 
he ordered that his gifts, with the privileges conferred 
on Christians by his late edicts,y should be limited to 
those who were in communion with Csecilian, while he 
used some harsh language as to the " madness " of their 
opponents.* On this the discontented party, through 
the proconsul Anulinus, presented to the emperor a 
petition, desiring that their cause might be examined by 
the bishops of Gaul, from whom it was supposed that 
impartiality might be expected, as their country had 
been exempt from the late persecution, so that they had 
escaped the difficulties and dissensions connected with 
the question of giving up the Scriptures.* Even sudi 
an application to the civil power — a, request that it would 
appoint a commission of ecclesiastical judges — was alto- 
gether inconsistent with the attitude which thp Dona- 
tists afterwards assumed towards the state; and their 
adversaries did not fail in later times to remind them 
from which party the original appeal to the emperor had 
proceeded.^ 

Constantine complied with their request by issuing a 
commission to the bishops of Cologne, Autun, 

' ' ^ ^' and Aries, with whom he joined Melchiades 
(or Miltiades) of Rome, and another;*^ but this commis- 

* Optat. ib. ; Aug. de Unit. Eccl. 73. •* Optat. i. 22 ; Aug: Ep. Ixxxvrn. 5 > 
y See above, p. 213. c. Crescon. iii. 67, and elsewhere. 

* Euseb. Hist. Eccl. x. 5-6. • Euseb. H. E. x. 5. MiXriaSjf ir. 

* Anulin. ap. Aug. Ep. Ixxxviii. 2 ; 'Pw/u. Kal Mdptofi. Some (as Tille- 
Optat. i. 22. mont, vi. 30) suppose the second nainc 
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ion was afterwards extended, so that the assembly before 
rhich the cause was tried consisted of about twenty 
>ishops, who in October 313* met in the Lateran, then 
he palace of the empress Fausta. Csecilian attended, 
vith ten bishops of his party; and a like number of 
iccusers appeared, headed by Donatus, bishop of Casse 
^igrse, in Numidia. The decision was in favour of 
I^cilian, and Melchiades proposed a conciliatory expe- 
iient — that both parties should reunite in communion, 
md that, where rival bishops laid claim to a see, the 
[>ishop who had the earlier consecration should keep 
possession.® Donatus and his brethren, however, dis- 
dained all compromise. They complained that their 
cause had not been sufficiently examined ; they renewed 
their charges; they accused the judges of corruption; 
they declared that a synod of only twenty bishops was 
insufficient to overrule the sentence of the seventy who 
had condenmed Caecilian ; and they prayed the emperor 
to grant them a further hearing.' 

On this Constantine summoned a council from all 
parts of the western empire to Aries, whither the judges, 
the accusers, and the accused were conveyed at the 
public expense.* About two hundred bishops — by far 
the greatest ecclesiastical assembly that had yet been 
known (if the number be rightly given), — ^met on the 
xst of August 314, under the presidency of Marinus, 
bishop of Arles.*^ The bishops of Rome and of Ostia 
were represented by deputies. The deliberations of the 
council resulted in a fresh acquittal of Caecilian, and 

to mean Mirocles, bishop of Milan ; s Dupin, Monum. 283 ; Patrol, viii. 

others a Roman presbyter or deacon, 483-6. 

Mark, who became bishop of Rome in ^ See Nat. Alex. vii. 370. Dupin, 

336. See PatroL vi. 33; xi. 930; ^ however, makes the number of bishops 

BrogUe, i. 263. only 33, being the number of names in 

' miem. vi. 31-3. the heading of the council's epistle to 

* Aug. £p. xliil x6. Sylvester, bishop of Rome (Patrol, viii. 

' Optat. i. 33-4 ; Aug. £p. 43. 8x8). See Hefele, i. 170. 

VOL. I. 18 
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some canons were passed with a view to the African 
dissensions.* It was enacted that clergymen who had 
given up the Scriptures, the sacred vessels, or the lists 
of the faithful, should be deposed, if convicted by the 
evidence of public records, but that mere hearsay testi- 
monv was not to be admitted in si/ch cases ; that false 
accusers should be excluded from communion, and should 
not be readmitted until in prospect of death ; that if a 
person in himself unexceptionable had been ordained by 
a traditor, his ordination should stand valid.* And, for 
the settlement of the old question as to baptism, it was 
decided that, where a person had received baptism from 
heretics in the name of the Trinity, he should be ad- 
mitted into the church by imposition of hands for the 
conveying of the Holy Spirit; but that, if the proper 
form of words had not been used, he should be re- 
baptized.* 

The defeated party entreated the emperor to take the 
matter into his own hands— a request which contrasts 
strangely with the principles which they afterwards 
maintained as to the independence of the ecclesiastical 
power. Although offended by their obstinacy, Constan- 
tine agreed,"™ and, after some delays, the question was 
heard before him at Milan, where he gave a 
sentence to the same eflfect with those already 
pronounced by the synods of Rome and Arles.*^ This 
judgment was followed up by severe edicts against the 
sectaries. They were deprived of their churches ; many 
of them suffered banishment and confiscation ; even the 
punishment of death was enacted against them, although 

* Hardouin, i. 263-6; Patrol, viii. 815. ™ Patrol, viii. 487-93. St. Augus- 

^ Cc. 13-14. Baronius (314. 63X as ^ tine seems to say that he afterwards 

Tillemont (vi. 49) points out, gives a begged the bishops to pardon this 

reading of the 13th canon which en- interference. Ep. Ixiii. 20. 

tirely inverts its meaning. » Aug. c. Crescon. iii. 82. For the 

' C. 8. See Greg. Magn. Ep. xi. 67. order of events, see Walch, iv. 136-9. 
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it does not appear that this law was enforced in any case 
during the reign of Constantine.® 

Majorinus is supposed to have died in 315, or earlier,P 
and was succeeded in the schismatical episcopate by 
Donatus " the Great " — so styled by his followers for the 
sake of distinction from the bishop of Casse Nigrae. It 
was from this second Donatus that the sect, which had 
before been known as " the party of Majorinus/'*^ took 
the name which it bears in history. He is described as 
learned, eloquent, a voluminous writer, a man of rigid 
life, but of excessive pride. He is said to have been 
desirous that his followers, instead of being styled Chris- 
tians in common with their opponents, should be called 
after himself (although at a later time they resented 
the appellation) ; to have carried himself loftily towards 
the other bishops of his communion ; to have scorned to 
receive the eucharist in public ; to have been very intem- 
perate in his language towards all who differed from him. 
His partisans boasted of his miracles, and of the answers 
which he had received to prayer,' and are charged with 
paying him honours which trenched on those due to the 
Deity — with singing hymns to him, and swearing by his 
grey hairs.® The character of the sectaries answered to 
that of their chief. They displayed an extreme austerity, 
which was too often a pretext for the neglect of the more 
unpretending duties of morality and religion.* They 
professed to embody in each individual that holiness 
which Scripture ascribes to the ideal church of Christ as 

* Aug. Ep. Ixxxviii. 3 ; cv. 9 ; c. heretical as to the doctrines relating to 
Litt. Petil. ii. 205; Tillem. vi. 62-3; the Godhead ; but that the sect neither 
Schr5ckh, v. 288. adopted his heterodoxy nor, appa- 

P Tillem. vi. 64 ; Neand. iii. 270. rently, knew of it (De Hares. 69). 
« " Pars Majorini." The Arians vainly attempted to estab- 
' Aug. de Unit. Eccl. 49 ; in Joann. lish a correspondence with the Dona- 
Tract, xiii. 17. tists. Aug. Ep. cbcxxv. 12 ; Baron. 

• Optat. iii. 3. St Augustine says 321. 19 ; Walch, iv. 324-9. 
that Donatus left writings which were * Tillem. vi. 74-5. 
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a whole." They held that the true church existed only 
in their own communion, which, with the exception of 
one scanty congregation at Rome and the private chapel 
of a wealthy female Donatist in Spain, was limited to a 
comer of Africa.* They boasted of miracles and ^ev^ 
lations.y They rebaptized proselytes, and compelled 
such professed virgins as joined the party to submit to 
penance, and to renew their vows.' 

Constantine soon began to perceive that against such 
fanaticism force would be as unavailing as reason. In 
3 1 7 he wrote to the catholic bishops of Africa, exhorting 
them to treat the schismatics with gentleness;* and when, 
in 321, the Donatists presented to him a memorial, in 
which they declared that they would have nothing to do 
with his "scoundrel of a bishop,"** he repealed A^ laws 
against them, and allowed their exiles to return — express- 
ing a horror of their frenzy and turbulence, but declaring 
that he left them to the judgment of God.« This policy 
of indulgence was continued throughout the remaining 
years of the reign, during which the emperor's attention 
was drawn away from the African schism by the nearer 
and more widely-spread Arian controversy.* In the 
meanwhile the Donatists became the stronger party in 
Africa. A synod of the sect in 330 was attended by 
two hundred and seventy bishops, and the whole number 
of their bishops is said to have at one time amounted to 
four hundred.® 

The appearance of the circumcellions among the Do- 



" Guericke, i. 376-7. 

' Optat. ii. 4 ; Aug. c. Litt. Petil. ii. 
247 ; de Unit. Eccl. 6. The editors of 
Augustine suppose Lucilla to have 
been the Spanish patroness. 

^ Aug. de Unit. Eccl. 49 ; in Joann. 
Tr. xiii. 17 ; Ep. 53. 

■ Optat. V. ; Aug. de Haeres. 69. 
The rebaptism of converts was not 
instituted by Donatus himself (Aug. 



Retract, i. 2x), and was declared to be 
needless by a Donatistic council in 330 
but the practicewasafterwardsresumed 
Tillem. vi. 8x. * Dupin, Monum.st94 

*> "Antistitiipsiusnebuloni.''— Aug 
Brev. Collat. iii. 39. 

^ Aug. ad Donatist. post Collat. 56 
Euseb. v. C. i. 45. 

* Tillem. vi. X05-7. 

• lb. 82-6 ; Gibbon, ii. x88. 
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s is placed by some writers as early as 317, while 
s date it a quarter of a century later.' These were 
Ds of the poorest class, ignorant of any language 
le Punic ; their name was derived from the practice 
gging around the cells or cottages of the country 
e, instead of earning a livelihood by regular in- 
r.^ The accounts of them mighty be disbelieved, as 
is of their enemies, were it not that later experience 
Is us to be hasty in rejecting statements of extrava- 
s and crimes committed under the name of re- 
.** Their zeal was often combined with excesses 
unkenness and lust; and in these the ''sacred 
s" of the party shared.^ Bands of both sexes 
xi about the country, keeping the peaceable inha- 
:s in constant terror. They styled themselves the 
s champions;^ their shout of "Praises to God !" 
eard, according to St. Augustine, with greater dread 
the roaring of a Hon.^ Supposing that our Lord's 
1 to St. Peter (Matt xxvL 52) forbade them the use 
ords, they at first carried no other weapon than 
clubs, called Israels, with which they beat their 
IS — often to death ; but the scriptural scruple was 
aids overcome, and they added to their " Israels " 
aly slings, but swords, lances, and hatchets.™ They 
:ed and plundered the churches and houses of the 
lie clergy; they committed violent outrages on their 
is ; in later days they used to put out their eyes 
a mixture of lime and vinegar.** Professing to 

sm. vi. y6, 828 ; Walch, iv. * Aug. c. Litt. PetU. i. a6 ; ii. 195 ; 

»nder, iii. 272-3. De Unit. Eccl. 50 ; Tillem. vi. 88-9, 

\. c. Gaudent i. 32; Milman, 94. 

^ "Agonistici." Optat. iii. 4. 

bon (iL 243) mentions the ' lb. ; Aug. c< Crescon. iii. 46 ; 

camisards as a parallel, and Enarr. in Psalm cxxxii. 3, 6. 

our o^vn age and country some- ™ lb. x. 5 ; c. Cresc. iii. 46 ; c. Litt. 

the kind may be found. See Petil. ii. 195. 

•.rt. Rev. No. 178, Art. * Puri- » Aug. Ep. Ixxxviii. 8 ; c. Cresc. iii. 

.n the Highlands.' 46. This was not until a.d. 405. 
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redress the wrongs of society, they interfered between 
creditors and their debtors, between masters and their 
slaves; offences which deserved punishment were allowed 
to pass unnoticed, lest the circumcellions should be called 
in by the culprits ; all property was unsafe in the region 
infested by these furious fanatics ; and the officers of 
justice were afraid to perform their functions.** 

The frenzy of the circumcellions was directed against 
themselves as well as others. Sometimes they courted 
death by violently disturbing the pagan worship-^ They 
stopped travellers on the roads, and, with threats of 
killing them, demanded death at their hands. *i In ^ 
same way, they compelled judges who were travelling on 
their circuits to hand them over to the executioners.' 
Many drowned themselves, rushed into fire, or threw 
themselves from precipices; but hanging was a death 
which they eschewed, because they would have nothing 
in common with the traditor Judas ® The more mode- 
rate Donatists disapproved and dreaded the excesses of 
the circumcellions. Councils of the sect condemned 
suicide; but the practice continued, and those who 
perpetrated or procured their own death were popularly 
honoured as martyrs.^ 



Optat. iii. 4 ; Aug. Ep, clxxxv. 12, 

15. 

P Aug." ib, la ; c. Gaudent. i. 32. 
Gieseler supposes that this must have 
been between the revival of paganism 
under Julian and Gratian's measures 
for its suppression. I. ii. 105. 

<i Aug. de Unit. Eccl. 50. 

^ One judge who was thus assaulted 
ingeniously disappointed the appli- 
cants. He ordered the executioners 
to bind them, as if for death ; and 
when they were thus rendered harm- 
less, he left them. (Aug. Ep. clxxxv. 
12.) Another version of the story is 
given by Theodoret, Haeres. iv. 6. 



• Optat. iii. 4-5. Augustine will not 
let them escape by this way . ' ' Frustra 
omnino ; nam ille Judam traditortm 
id facere compulit, qui et ilium puerum 
quem Dominus sanavit in aquam et 
ignem ssepe dejecit, et gregem porco- 
rum in mare praecipitavit, et ipsi 
Domino praecipitium de pinna Temph 
audaci prsesumptione suggessit. Quam- 
vis itaque diversis modis voluntariam 
vos praecipitetis in mortem, tamen 
ejusdem diaboli instinctu vos ipsos 
necando imitamini traditorem." C. 
Gaudent. i. 49. 

* Aug. c. Litt. Petil. ii. 114 : Ep. 
clxxxv. 16 ; Walch, iv. 162-6. 
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Constans, who in 337 succeeded to the western part of his 
father's empire, endeavoured to conciliate the Donatists 
by the same system of presents which had been found 
eflfectual in winning proselytes from heathenism to the 
church. It would seem that three such attempts were 
made ;" the agents in the last of them were Paul and 
Macarius, who were sent into Africa in 347. When these 
commissioners invited all Christians to share in the em- 
peror's gifts, Donatus repelled the offer with a great show 
of indignation : " What," he asked, " has the emperor to 
do with the church ? " — and he forbade the members of 
his communion to accept anything from traditors.* It 
was reported that the commissioners were charged to set 
up the emperor's image in churches for the purpose of 
adoration.^ The circumcellions rose in revolt, and a 
battle was fought, in which the imperial troops were vic- 
torious — two Donatist bishops, the chief instigators of the 
insurrection, being among the slain.* Macarius then 
required the sectaries to return to the church, and sen- 
tenced those who refused to banishment. 
Optatus, the chief controversial opponent of ' ' ^ ' 
Donatism until the time of Augustine, acknowledges that 
they were treated with harshness, but assures us that this 
was against the wishes of the catholic bishops.* The 
Donatists in Augustine's day used to speak of the " times 
of Macarius"** as those in which their forefathers had 
been most severely tried ; and they affected to call the 
catholics Macarians, in memory of the persecutor.*^ By 
the vigorous measures employed against them, the schism 
appeared to be suppressed for a time, and Donatus died 
in exile.^ 

■ Neand. iii. 274-6. *» " Tempora Macariana." Aug. 

* Optat. iii. 3. y lb. 12. Enarr. in Psalm x. 5. 

» lb. 6-8. See the ' Passions ' ot « Aug. Ep. xxiii. 6 ; xliv. 45 ; c. 

these " martyrs" in Dupin, 303, seqq. Litt. Petil. ii. 94. 

» iii 2. ^ Baron. 348. 27. 
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III. The distinctive tenet of Arianism— the denial of 
the Saviour's Godhead — had ab*eady appeared in the 
heresies of the Ebionites, of Artemon, and of Tbeodotus. 
But now that Christianity had assumed a new position, 
questions of doctrine produced an amount of agitation 
before unknown ; the Arian controversy, and somewhidi 
followed it, were not only felt throughout the whote 
church, but had an important elGfect on political affaire. 
And, sad as it undoubtedly is to contemplate the dis- 
tractions thus occasioned, we must yet remember that by 
fighting out these differences, instead of attempting to 
stifle them by compromise, the church gained a fixed and 
definite form of sound words, which was of the greatest 
value, and even necessity, for the preservation of her 
faith through the ages of ignorance which followed® 

Although Alexandria was the birthplace of Arianism, 
the origin of the heresy is rather to be traced to the other 
great church of the east, over which Paul of Samosata 
had exerted a powerful and lasting influence. While the 
Alexandrian tendency was spiritual and mystical, 4c 
theologians of Antioch were given to dialectic subtleties, 
and were more distinguished for acuteness than for laxge- 
ness or depth of mind;* and such was the tone whkh 
prevailed in the school of Lucian, an eminent teacher 
of Antioch, whose history has already been noticed.' 
Lucian, induced rather by a sympathy with Paul's spirit 
than by any near agreement in his opinions,** left the 
church together with the bishop, or in consequence of 
his condemnation : and although he afterwards returned, 
and was honoured in the church as a martyr, the efiects 
of his teaching remained for evil. The Arians claimed 

* Gueiicke, i. 413-14 ; Domer, i. 806. >> It may have been, that at the time 

'' Neand. iii. 500 ; iv. 3 ; Giesel. I. ii. when he forsook the church he agreed 

45 ; Newman on Arianism, 10-26, 33, with Paul, and that after his return he 

122 ; Domer, ii. 28-9. fell into errors of a diflferent kind. Sc* 

K Sup. p. 2X2. Hefele, i. 225. 
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s their founder. Among his pupils were Eusebius 
cx>media, Leontius, and other persons who became 
Dent as leaders of the party ; even Arius himself has 
reckoned as one of them, although the connexion 
rs very doubtful.* 

is is supposed to have been, like Sabellius, a native 
yya or Cyrenaica.^ He is described as a man of 
life, of grave appearance and agreeable manners — 
in air of modesty, under which, according to his 
es, he concealed strong feelings of vanity and am- 
* After having been ordained deacon by Peter, 
\ of Alexandria, about the beginning of the cen- 
le became connected with a party which Meletius, 
' of Lycopolis, the second in rank of the Egyiptian 
had formed on grounds which appear to have 
)led those of the Donatistic schism."* For this, 



«torg. ii. 14 ; Kaye, 9, 88. 
a doubt as to Arius, who is 
mentioned by Philostorgius, 
addressing Eusebius as his 
Liudamst," (Theodoret, i. 5), 
x>ssibly have meant only that 
«d in the opinions of Lucian. 
Ji, ii. 391-2 ; Hefele, i. 226. 
ban. Ixix. x. See Walch, ii. 

X. box. 3 ; Newman, n. on St. 
rations, 183. 

Meletian schism took its rise 
rsecution which some writers 
iv. xa9-x3i, 308, 439 ; Clinton, 

suppose to have been local, 
about 301, while others iden- 
th the great persecution of 
1, about 306. (Baron. 306 ; 

434 ; Mosh. i. 359 ; Walch, 
chrOckh, v. 269.) That Peter 
•derate course towards those 
apsed, is certain ; but, while 
IS (bcviii. 3) represents Mele- 
taving separated from the 

account of the Alexandrian 
enity, others state that he 



himself was deposed for having sacri- 
ficed. (Athan. Apol. adv. Arianos, 
59; Soc. 16.) The former opimon 
(although with some modifications from 
the account of Epiphanius, who is sup- 
posed to have been influenced by 
Meletian authorities) has been more 
generally received since the pubUcation 
of some important dociunents by 
Maffei, in X738. (See these reprinted 
in the ' Reliquiae Sacrae,' iv. 91-4, with 
Dr. Routh's notes ; also note in Mosh. 
i. 360 ; Walch, iv. 358-9, 366-9, 373-9 ; 
SchrSckh, v. 266-9 I Neand. iii. 308, 
seqq. ; Kaye, X9-22 ; Hefele, i. 327- 
336 ; Herzog, art. MeUt. v. Lycopolis.) 
Peter is said to have declared the 
baptism of the sect invalid. (Walch, 
iv. 334.) Meletius had at one time 
twenty-eight bishops in connexion with 
him. (lb. 389.) The council of Nicaea 
endeavoured to heal the breach ; its 
6th canon, which settled the jurisdic- 
tion of the Alexandrian primate (see 
below, c. VI, iii. 6), is supposed to have 
been framed with special reference to 
the pretensions of Lycopolis. (Neand. 
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Anus was excommunicated by Peter ; but the next 
bishop, Achillas, readmitted him to the church, ordained 
him presbyter, and intrusted him with a parochial cure 

in the city.^ On the death of Achillas, after 

^^* ^"* an episcopate of a few months, Arius is said 

by some writers to have aspired to the bishoprick ; Philo- 

storgius, a member of his party, even states 

' ' ^ ' that he had a majority of votes, and that he 

voluntarily gave way to Alexander, who was elected." 

But there is no good evidence for the story of his having 

been a candidate at all.P 

Amidst contradictory reports as to the beginning of 

the controversy, it seems to be certain that 

on some public occasion, when Alexander 
was discoursing on the unity of the Divine Trinity, Arius 
charged his doctrine with Sabellianism.*J Alexander at 
first endeavoured to convince him of his error by friendly 
expostulations; but, finding that they were ineffectual, 
that he himself was blamed for tolerating Arius, and that 
a presbyter named Colluthus even made this the pretext 
for a schism,"^ the bishop appointed a conference, at 
which, after having heard the arguments on both sides 
with judicial impartiality, he decided against Arius. The 
condemnation was ratified by a synod of Egyptian and 
Libyan bishops ; and the heresiarch with his adherents 
was excommunicated.* 



iii. 308.) But the schism continued 
into the following century. Soc. i. 9 ; 
Soz. ii. 21 ; Tillem. vi. 662-4 J viii. 14 ; 
Schrdckh, v. 271. 

° Epiph. Ixix. 1-2. The parochial 
system was introduced at Alexandria 
earlier than in other cities, where all 
the clergy were usually attached to the 
mother church, and thence served the 
district churches. (Thomassin. II. i. 
22 ; Bingh. IX. viii. 5.) It has been 
said, but improbably, that Arius was 
even master of the catechetical school. 
See Walch, ii. 395 ; Domer. i. fifi. 



° Philostr. i. 3. 

P Tillem. vi, 242 ; Walch, ii. 393-5« 

«» Soc. i. 5 ; Theodoret, i. a ; Tillem. 
vi. 245 ; Gibbon, ii. 201 ; Newman on 
Arianism, 255 ; Domer, i. 8x2 ; Kaye. 
3-4. Mohler attempts to reconcile the 
accounts by supposing that Arius for 
some time spread his doctrines pri- 
vately ; that Alexander, having heard 
of them, spoke in refutation of them, 
and that then Arius publicly contra- 
dicted him. i. 191-2. «■ Walch, iv. 509. 

" Soz. i. IS ; Pagi, iii 396-7 ; Tillem. 
vi. 2x9-21. 
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IS found many to sympathize with him — partly from 
tractiveness of a doctrine which brought down the 
ries of the Godhead to the sphere of human analo- 
ind conceptions ; partly because the multitude is 
Y ready to take part with any one who may suffer 
the exercise of lawful authority.* Among his fol- 
» were two bishops, about twelve presbyters and as 
deacons, and a great number of virgins." Being 
J to remain at Alexandria, he took refuge in Pales- 
ind a lively correspondence followed — ^Arius en- 
uring to gain friends by veiling his more offensive 
ns, while Alexander dispersed warnings against 
nd withstood all the intercessions of the historian 
ius, bishop of Caesarea, and of others who attempted 
iiate.* 

ong these was another Eusebius, who had been 
ited with Arius as a disciple or admirer of Lucian,^ 
as now bishop of Nicomedia. Eusebius procured 
. Bithynian synod an acknowledgment of his friend 
hodox, and received him when he had been dis- 
l from Palestine through the influence of the 
idrian bishop.* At Nicomedia the heresiarch com- 
his * Thalia ' — a book chiefly consisting of verses, 
escribed by his opponents as an imitation of a 
n versifier named Sotades,* whose writings are 
) have been alike disgusting in subject and con- 
ble in execution.^ The * Thalia ' was intended to 



L 6 ; Soz. i. 15 ; Schrdckh, Diet, of Biography, art. Sotades. 

^ Athan. de Synodis, 15, p. 728 

hanius Qx\x. 3) says 700 — (where specimens of the * Thalia ' are 

of course, incredible. See given) ; de Sentent Dionys. 6 ; Soc. i. 

;, X6-17. 9; S02. i. 21 ; Newman on Athan. Drat, 

h. Ixix. 4 ; Soc. i. 6 ; Soz. i. 94-5. On the seeming inconsistency 

>d. i. 4-5. of such a book with the alleged seve- 

L 381, note '. rity of the author's character, see 

n. vL 223 ; Walch, ii. 446. Mdhler, i. 186 ; Newman on Athan. 

es lived about 2S0 B.C. Smith's Orat. 186 ; Mihnan, ii. 435. 
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advance the Arian doctrine by introducing it into pieces 
which might be sung as an accompaniment of meals; 
and with a like view Arius wrote songs for milleis, 
sailors, and travellers.*^ The character of his mind, as 
exhibited in his heresy and in the aiguments for it, for- 
bids us to suppose that these productions had anything 
of poetry except the form.** 

Constantine, on becoming master of the east, found 
the church distracted by the newly-risen controversy. In 
the hope of allaying this he wrote a letter to 
324- Alexander and Arius jointly — ^telling them 
that belief in a Providence was the one essential doctrine 
of Christianity, while he reproved them for contending 
about idle questions and imaginary differences, and 
recommended peace and unity, which, he said, they 
might learn even from the manner in which the heathen 
philosophers conducted their disputes.® This document 
has been highly extolled as a model of wisdom and 
moderation, but would better deserve the praise if the 
Godhead of the Redeemer were, in a Christian view, 
that utterly trifling matter which the emperor then sup- 
posed it to be.' Armed with the imperial letter, Hosius, 
bishop of Cordova, to whom the settlement of the affiadr 
was committed,* proceeded to Alexandria, and held a 
synod ; but, although he succeeded in healing the schism 



° Philostorg. ii. 3. 

<* Neander, iv. iz. 

• Euseb. V, C. ii. 63-71. The letter 
was written from Nicomedia, and is 
generaUy supposed to have been 
prompted by the bishop of that city 
(Tillem. Emp. iv. 2x2 ; Mem. vi. 228 ; 
Newman on Arianism, 281). SchrSckh 
(v. 324) and Dean Mihnan (ii. 437) 
think that Eusebius would have shown 
more interest in the Arian cause, and 
they ascribe the letter to the influence 
of Hosius. (Comp. Walch, ii. 459.) 
But this opinion seems questionable. 



since, however strongly Euseluus may 
have felt, he could not* peifaaps at 
the time have served Arianism more 
effectually than by suggesting apcdicy 
of indifference. 

'' See Mohler, i. 224 ; Newman on 
Arianism, 268. Against same of Dr. 
Newman's remarks, see Bp. Kaye, 
25-6. 

B Soz. i. 16. Baronius(3z8. 59,88-9) 
says that he was sent by the bishop of 
Rome — an assertion which is refoted 
by Pagi, iii. 653-5, and is not even 
noticed by Mohler, L 233. 
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uthus,^ the only result as to the Arian question 
convince him that the Arians were impracticable, 
ssensions occasioned by the controversy had by 
le become very serious ; the disputes of the Chris- 
^ere ridiculed in the heathen theatres; and in 
)laces the emperor's statues were treated with 

itantine now took a new view of the affair. He 
to understand that the doctrine at stake was of 
hiest and most essential importance ; ^ and, more- 
le Arians appeared to him as disturbers of the 
peace. In order, therefore, to a settlement of the 
ersy, and of the disputes as to the time of Easter, 
hiad been lately revived, he summoned a general 
of the whole church, to be held at Nicsea, in 
3L^ It was the first time that such an assemblage 
;n possible ; for never until now had the east and 
It been united under a sovereign professing the 
.n faith : and the simimons necessarily proceeded 
e imperial authority, as being the only authority 
wras acknowledged by all the Christians of the 

jthing has been said in a former chapter as to the 
in which the Christian doctrines on such subjects 
which was now in question had gradually been 
and exhibited." In the earlier time, down to the 
Irenaeus, the Godhead of Father, Son, and Holy 

, iv. 510. TeloM i^iepeU iJuereKKifi^cav, 

il 61; Soc L 6; Theod. (Cedrenus, p. 439, ed. Paris, 1647.) 

Mr. Harris Cowpcr gives a letter which 

an on Arianism, 269. professes to be Constantine's citation, 

V. C. iii. 6. from the Syriac version. 'Analecta 

c, i. 680-1 ; Newman, 259. Nicaena,' 21, 29 (Lond. 18S7X See 

9 S€ oIkw/uvikcu [ffi^vO' Hefele, i. 225. 

ix KtXei^cufv ^aaCKucCbif » Sup. pp. x 15-16. 

Satw T^v*'P(afJLai(av iroXt- 
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Ghost had been strongly held ; so strongly, indeed, that 
the language of the fathers might have been misconstrued 
into something like Sabellianism. When heresies of that 
character had appeared, from the time of Praxeas down- 
wards, they had been met by declarations which tended 
to establish the distinction of the Divine Persons, with a 
subordination of the Second and the Third as ministering 
to the First The task appointed for the fourth century 
was to reconcile and to combine the truths which had 
thus been successively brought into prominence.® 

The terms by which the relations of the Divine Being 
had been expressed were intended to be regarded as 
complementary of each other in conveying such a shadow 
of the mystery as is within the compass of human thought 
and language ; and, if taken singly, they were liable to be 
misunderstood. Thus the term Son^ while it expressed 
the sameness of nature and the derivation of "God from 
God," was defective, inasmuch as it suggested ideas of 
posteriority, inferiority, material generation, and too 
great personal distinctness. On the other hand, the 
term Word or Reason p conveyed the ideas of coeternity, 
essential indwelling, and mediation, but tended to 
obscure that of personality — rather suggesting that the 
Second was to the First as an attribute or a mode of 
operation.** On the incompleteness of such images 
Arius founded his heresy. His original objection 
against Alexander was, that, if the Son were begotten, 
the Father was anterior to him ; therefore the Son had a 
beginning ; " once he was not." ^ He could not (it was 

Neander, iv. t4 ; Newman, 104-7, ' ^v &r€ ovK ^v,- Arius would not 
170 ; Dorner, i. 807-8. say that there was a time when he was 

p h-l/yoif Logos. not : he held that the Son was begotten 

1 Athan. de SynoH. 41-2 ; Orat. ii. before time was. Athanasius (Orat. L 
33 ; ad Serap. iv. 6 ; Hilar, de Trin. ii. 11-15) treats this as an evasion and an 
8. 15; vii. II, 14, seqq.; Newman on absurdity. See Neand. iv. 4; Ncw- 
Arisuiism, 183-7, and notes on Athan. man, 222, 227 ; Dorner, i. 814. 

locc. citt. ; Kaye, 195. 
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rgued) have been taken from the Father's substance ; 
lerefore he was made out of nothing.** And thus, by 

sophism drawn from the title of Son^ Arius concluded 
gainst the very doctrine which that term was expressly 
itended to convey — the identity of nature between the 
econd Person and the First.* The Word, he said, was 
•eated by the Father, at his own will, before the worlds 
-before all time. He was the highest of creatures — " a 
feature, yet not as one of the creatures " — and therefore 
yled only-begotten,^ He was framed after the pattern of 
le indwelling Divine Logos or Wisdom, enlightened by 
, and called by its name.* But although the Arians 
diausted language in expressing the height of the Son's 
levation, they yet, by representing him as a creature, 
amoved him to an infinite distance from the supreme 
ource of being. They assigned him a part like that 
f the gnostic demiurge in the work of creation ; God 
they said) created by him, because the Divinity itself 
ould not come into contact with the finite world. Ac- 
ording to them, he was employed in creation as an 
istrument, whereas in catholic language the Father was 
aid to have wrought by him as by a hand.y It was 
aid that the Son was styled God in an inferior sense — as 
len also are occasionally so styled in Scripture. The 
2xts in which he himself speaks of his unity with the 
'ather were explained as signifying either a mere agree - 
cient of will, or an indwelling of God in him after the 
ame manner as in men.^ 

The peculiar weapon of Arius was logic ; his mind was 
icapable of any speculation which rose into a higher 

• Thalia, ap Athan. Orat. i. 5, 9 ; Kaye, 153. 

oc. i. 5 ; Kaye, 153-5. ^ Athan. de Deer. Nic. Syn. 7-8 ; 

* Newman, 223-4. See Athan. Orat. Orat. ii. 24, p. 492 ; Newman, n. on 
. 6; Petav.de Trin, V- iv. 6; vi. 6-8. Athan. Orat. 12 ; Kaye, 192-3. 

■ Ar. ap. Athan. deSynodis, 16. See ■ Athan. Orat. i. 5; iii. 10; Mohler, 

•etav. de Trin. vL 8. i. 195-7, 201 ; Neand. iv, 5-8 ; Domer, 

' Thalia, ap. Athan. Orat. i. 5 ; i. 819. 
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region.* The details of his system are obscured, partly 
by the variations to which he resorted as the conse- 
quences of his principles were pressed on him ; partly by 
his own recoil from results which he had not foreseen or 
understood; and partly from his wish to disguise his 
opinions in such terms as might seem most plausible to 
the orthodox, and might be most likely to win for him 
the sympathy of the undisceming.** Among the doctrines 
which he once held and afterwards retracted was that of 
the mutability of the Son's will. He might, it was said, 
have fallen like Satan ; the Father, foreseeing that he 
would not fall, anticipated the reward of his merits by 
bestowing on him the titles of Son and Logos, which he 
was afterwards to eam.^ 

The incarnation, according to Arius, was merely the 
assumption by the Son of a human body — his nature sup- 
plying the place of a soul. Hence scriptural expressions, 
which really relate to the Saviour's humanity, were ap- 
plied to his pre-existent nature, and it was argued from 
them that that nature was inferior to the Divine.^ 

The first general council met at Nicaea in June 325.* 
The number of bishops present was about three hundred,* 
and with them were many of the lower clergy. Even 
some heathen philosophers were attracted to the place of 



* Dorner, i. 823. 

* lb. 819, 823, 828 ; Newman, 245. 

* Thalia, ap. Athan. Orat, i. 5 ; 
Soc. i. 9 ; Newman, 222. This idea 
of desert in a creature, as the Son was 
said to be, contains the germ of Pela- 
gianism. Mohler, i. 199; Dorner, i. 
824. 

* Epiphan. Ixix. 49; Petav. de In- 
cam. I. V. 4-8 ; MShler, i. 198, 211-12 ; 
Neander, iv. 7. 

* Pagi in Baron.- iv, 86. See Hefele, 
. 261-2. 

' Eusebius says 250 (V. C. iii. 8) ; 
Athanasius (De Deer. Nic. Syn. 3) and 



Socrates(i. 8) ** more than 300"; Soio- 
men, ** about 320 " (i. 17). The Symc 
list is followed by the remark that they 
" are in all 220, because the names ot 
the western bishops were not written." 
(Cowper's 'Anal. Nicaena,* 27, 34) 
The number 318, which is given by 
Athanasius (ad Afros, 2X Epii^ianius 
(Ixix. izX andTheodoret(t 7X lusbeen 
traditionally accepted, with a mystical 
reference to the number of Abraham's 
servants (Gen. mv. 14). SeeAmbfOS. 
de Fide, Prolog. (Patrol. xviL); Tillcm. 
vi. 805-6 ; Newman, n. on Ath. Hist 
Tracts, 43 ; Giescl. I. ii. 48 ; Hefele. L 



A.D. 325. 



COUNCIL OF NIC/EA. 



289 



ly, 'and held conferences and disputes with the 

controversy had not yet begun to agitate the 
?nd from that portion of the emperor's dominions 
^ere only Hosius of Cordova, Caecilian of Carthage, 
ro Roman presbyters, Vito and Vincent, sent as 
ntatives of their bishop, Sylvester, whose age pre- 

his attendance. One bishop came from Scythia, 
le from Persia, while the great body were from 
stem division of the empire.^ Among those 
ere thus assembled there was, no doubt, much 

as to their amount of abihty and knowledge ; * 
e object of their meeting was not one which 
d any high intellectual qualifications. For the 
lubtle arguments and definitions were not intro- 
into the controversy until a later time,^ and the 

who assembled at Nicaea were not called to 
on the groimds of their belief, but to witness to 
th which the church had held on the disputed 
:s. It has been supposed by some writers that 
lius of Antioch was president ; by some, that the 
5 of Alexandria and Antioch presided by turns ; 
others have assigned the chief place to Eusebius 
sarea. The most general opinion, however, is in 
of Hosius, whose name is first among the sub- 
)ns ; but there is no ground whatever for the idea 
le office belonged to him in the character of a 



re, 28-9; Stanley, 'Eastern 
to8. 

ry is told of a simple bishop, 
speating his creed, converted 
>her. (Rufinus, i. 3 [Patrol, 
z. i. 18.) Sozomen adds 
tory, which recalls to mind 
of '* electro-biology "—that 
r, bishop of Byzantium, being 
1 by a philosopher to dispute, 
ig himself stronger in faith 

I. 



than in power of argument, said to his 
opponent — " In the name of Jesus 
Christ, I command thee not to speak I " 
and that thereupon the philosopher 
was unable to utter a word. For Cou- 
stantine's conversation with Acesius, 
the Novatianist bishop, see above, p. 
170. 

•• Euseb. iii. 7 ; Soz. i. 17. 

* Kaye, 30. 

^ Mdhler, i. 227 ; Domer, i. 833 ; 

19 
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Roman legate, or that he held that character in any 
>vay.^ The number of bishops favourable to Arius is 
variously stated at thirteen, seventeen, and twenty-two ;"' 
the most eminent among them were the two Eusebiuses, 
— who, however, did not fully agree in doctrine, as the 
the bishop of Nicomedia carried his views to the whole 
length of the heresy, while the historian's opinions ap- 
pear to have been of the class afterwards styled smi- 
Arian." In the earlier sessions, which seem to have 
been held in a church,** Arius was repeatedly heard 



Puscy on the Councils, 107-8. See 
Athan. de Synod. Arim. et Sel. 5. 

' 'I'hc first trace of such ideas is in 
Cielasii'.s of Cyzicum, a writer of little 
authority, towards the end of the fifth 
century. (1. ii. c. 5, ap. Hard. i. 376.) 
The holder Romanists, as Baronius, 
tell us that Sylvester summoned the 
council, and that Hosius presided as 
hi-N legate. Their arguments are such as 
these : -that, as the council was sum- 
moneil, it wj^sf have been summoned 
by the pope ; that the pope caunot but 
hnre appointed a president ; that who- 
ever were present as his representatives 
must have presided, etc. Pagi states 
that Constantine convoked the council, 
" sed authoritate prausidii, non regimi- 
nis : " that the power belongs to popes, 
but was with their consent exercised 
by emperors. (See Barun. 325. 19 ; 
Pagi, iv. 90-103 : Broglie, ii. 20, 44.) 
l!p. Hefelefaintly maintains the Roman 
view both as to the authority by which 
the council was summoned, and as to 
the character in which Hosius pre- 
sided (i. 32-8, 256). The Gallicans in 
general say that the .summons pro- 
ceeded from Constantine's sole autho- 
rity, and that there is no ground for 
the Roman theory. (Tillem. vi. 635-7, 
807-8 : Dupin, ii. 318.) For the part 
of Roman legates in councils, see De 
Marca, 1. vii. 

"* Newman, 270. 

° On Eusebius of Caesarea, see Dor- 



ner, i. 792-805. He says that Roman- 
ists (as Petav. de Trin. I. xi.-.\ii.) 
generally make him a heretic— being 
interested in so doing, not only because 
his historical works expose the ground- 
lessness of the papal claims, but on ac- 
count of his opposition to images (see 
below, ch. vi. § v. 4) ; th^t Anglicans ac- 
quit him ; while modem Germans take 
a mixed view of his character. Prof. 
Domer considers that Eusebius varied 
in his opinions, and is " a mirror of the 
unsolved ecclesiastical problems of hi"; 
age " (p. 793). Dr. Newman (281-2) 
thinks that his writings do not contain 
enough to convict him of heresy, but 
that "his acts are his confe.-sion.'" 
"The opinions of Eusebius," says 
Bishop Kaye, *' may be collectetl from 
B. i. c. 2 of his 'Ecclesiastical His- 
tory;' they appear to have been in 
accordance with tho<;e of the Ante- 
Nicene fathers, who held that the 
Word existed with the Father from 
eternity, being personally distinct, but 
that He was begotten in order to create 
the world." (44-5.) See Semisch in 
Herzog, iv. 232-3. 

o " It would seem that a secular 
building was fitted up as a temporarj' 
house of prayer. At least the tradi- 
tional account of the place where their 
concluding prayers were held exactly 
agrees with Strabo's account of the 
ancient gymnasium of Nicaa." Stan- 
ley, 112. 
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by the fathers in defence of his opinions. He avowed 
his heresy without disguise, and it is said that the 
avowal caused all who were present to stop their ears. 
His chief opponents in argument were Marcellus, 
bishop of Ancyra,P and Athanasius, archdeacon of 
Alexandria, who was in attendance on his bishop, 
Alexander.*! 

About a fortnight after the opening of the council, 
Constantine arrived at Nicaea, and the sittings were 
transferred to the palace,^ where the emperor appeared 
at them, and acted as a moderator. Immediately on his 
arrival, he found himself beset by bishops who eagerly 
importuned him to listen to their grievances against each 
other ; and as these quarrels were not only scandalous, 
but seemed likely to interfere with the proper business of 
the council, he resolved to put a summary end to them. 
Having appointed a day for the decision of such matters, 
he took his seat as judge, and received all the memorials 
which contained the mutual complaints and recrimina- 
tions of the bishops. Then, after having shortly exhorted 
them to unity and concord, he burnt the documents 
without opening them, " lest the contentions of the 
priests should become known to any one.' =* After this, 
the council proceeded to the discussion for which it had 
been assembled. The partisans of Arius, and especially 
that section of which Eusebius of Nicomedia was the 
leader, attempted to shelter themselves under ambiguous 
terms.' Eusebius of Caesarea offered for acceptance a 
creed which he declared to be agreeable to the faith 
which he had received from his predecessors, which he 
had learnt as a catechumen, and had always held 

P Julius ap. Athan. Apol. adv. Ari- Pagi, iv. 102-4 : Milman, ii. 440 ; Brog- 

anos, 23, 32. lie, ii. 27 ; Hefele, i. 267. 

1 Rufin. i. 5, 14 ; Soc. i. 8 ; Soz. i. " Rufin. i. 2. 

17 ; Tillem. vi. 650, 653 : viii. 6. * Athan. ad Afros, 5 ; Theod. i. £ 

' See Euseb. iii. 10 ; Tillem. vi. 650 ; Hefele, i. 273-4. 
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and taught ; " but this document, although of orthodox 
appearance, was so artfully framed as to evade the very 
questions which it was the business of the council to 
determine. He censured the terms proposed by the 
catholics, as not being scriptural; — a futile Objection, 
inasmuch as the matter in dispute was the sense of those 
Scriptures which all professed to accept ; and somewhat 
shameless, as coming from a party which had opened the 
controversy by the introduction of terms unknown to 
Scripture.'' In order to meet the evasions of this creed, 
the word homoifusion [i.e, of the same substance or essence) 
was proposed. y Objections were taken to it, as tending 
to suggest the notion of materiality, as obscuring the 
personal distinction, as having been connected with some 
heretical systems, and, in particular, as having been 
condemned (although in another sense) by the council 
which deposed Paul of Samosata.^ Eusebius, however, 
acknowledged that it had been used by fathers of good 
repute, and at length he agreed to adopt it* A creed 
was drawn up, resembling that of Eusebius, and, like it, 
mainly derived from the older forms of the eastern 
church, but differing from it by the addition of the 
necessary safeguards against the Arian errors ; and this 
creed, with a solemn condemnation of Arius, was gene- 
rally signed by the bishops — among the rest by Eusebius 



** Eus. ad Parochianos suos, 2, ap. 
Athan. ii. 238. 

* Athan. de Deer. Nic. Syn. 18, 21, 
32 ; Hampden, ' Bampt. Lectures/ ed. 
2, Pref. 65 ; Neand. iv. 21 ; Newman, 

157. 250. 

y Athan. de Deer. Nic. Syn. 19, seqq. 
"The word essence," says Bishop 
Kaye, "appears to me better to ex- 
press the meaning of the word O^ffla, 
than substance. By the essence of a 
thing;, I understand that by which it is 
what is it." — 42. 



" Seep. 186. 

• Athan. ad A&os, 6; Soc i- ^• 
Philostorgius is represented assayiitf 
that the Arians deceived the couoc" 
by substituting komoiousioH (0/ 1^ 
substance) for komoSuswn; and the 
story is generally rejected (Tillein- 
vi. 659-60 ; Newman, 275X But w* 
words (t6 bfiowOoLOv iv rg Tov 6pe- 

ov(riov (fxayj {nroKK^rf/avreif Li. 0.9) 
seem rather to mean that thxj ctncealtd 
their heretical opinion under the ortho 
dox term. 
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limself, whose adhesion, as explained in a letter to his 
lock, was more creditable to his ingenuity than to his 
:andour. The learned and courtly historian professed to 
lave accepted the word homoousion as meaning that the 
>on was like the Father, and unlike all the other crea- 
:ures ; and to have joined in the condemnation of Arius 
because the censured terms were novel and unscriptural, 
3ut without intending either to pronounce the opinions 
n question false, or to affirm that they were held by the 
accused. ^ 

The paschal question was settled by a decision against 
the quartodeciman practice.*' Twenty canons were 
passed on various subjects connected with the govern- 
ment and discipline of the church ; ^ and the delibera- 
tions of the council were succeeded by the celebration 
of Constantine's Vicennalia, during which he entertained 
the bishops at a splendid banquet, and, after having 
exhorted them to cultivate peace among themselves, dis- 
missed them with a request that they would pray for 
him.* 

The emperor followed up the council's judgment by 
banishing Arius into lUyria, and including in the sentence 
two Egyptians, Secundus and Theonas, who were the 
only bishops that had throughout adhered to the heresi- 
arch.^ Severe penalties were denounced against Arius 
and his followers, and it was even made a capital offence 
to possess his writings. Constantine ordered that the 
party should be styled Porphyriam, — a name derived from 
that of the latest noted controversialist who had appeared 



»» Euseb. ap. Athan. de Deer. Nic. «* Hefele, i. 351-9. 
pp. 238, seqq. ; Rufin. i. 5 ; Soc. i. 8 ; e Euseb. iii. 14-21. 
Soz. i. 20-1 : Theod. i. 12 ; Mdhler, i. ' There is some difference of state- 
ass : Neand. iv. 25 ; Kaye, 39-41 ; ment here. See Soz. i. 20 ; Soc. i. 8 ; 
Hcfele, i. 279. Theod. i. 7 ; Nat. Alex. vii. Dissert. 

« Constant, ap, Euseb. iii. 11; Soc. 16; Pagi, iv. 123; Mdhler, i. 233; 

i. 9 ; Theod. i. 10. Kaye, 45-6 ; Broglie, ii. 44. 
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on the side of heathenism,? and intended to brand the 
Arians as enemies of the Christian faith ; ^ and in a letter 
addressed to the heresiarch, the emperor, not content with 
vehemently attacking his doctrine, even condescended to 
pun on his name and to ridicule his personal appearance.* 
Three months after the council, Eusebius of Nicomedia 
and Theognis of Nicsea, who had subscribed the creed 
but not the anathema, were condemned by a local synod 
on some new charge ; and the emperor, who had given 
orders for their trial, sentenced them to banishment^ 

Within a few months after his return from Nicsea, 
Alexander, bishop of Alexandria, died. Athanasius, 
whom he had recommended for his successor in the see, 
was then absent, — having, it would seem, intentionally 
prolonged his absence on a mission to the court from 
a wish to avoid the dangerous and laborious dignity.^ 
He was, however, chosen by general acclamation ; and 
although some faint charges of irregularity were afterwards 
brought against the manner of his appointment, it would 
seem to have been really beyond exception."^ From the 



« Porphyry died in 305 or 306. 
Smith's Diet, of Biography. 

^ Soc. i. 8 ; Soc, i. 21-4; Tillem. vi. 
661-2, 813. Bayle remarks on the in- 
consistency of putting people to death 
for having the books of a person whose 
own punishment was only exile. Art. 
Artits, n. A. 

* The letter is mentioned by So- 
crates (i. 9, p. 37), and is preserved by 
Gelasius of Cyzicum (ap. Hard. i. 451). 
The Duke de Broglie thinks Gelasius 
wrong in placing it after the council 
(i. 388) ; but, as Dean Stanley has 
pointed out (172), the passage in So- 
crates seems to piy ve that this was the 
real date. 

^ Philost. i. 10 ; Soc. i. 9 ; Soz. i. 21 ; 
Kaye, 39. Their offence is supposed 
to have been that of communicating 
with Arius (Tillem. vi. 268, 743-4, 



810-12 ; Vales, n. in Sozom. ; Walch, 
ii. 483). Constantine, in a letter writ- 
ten on the occasion, reflects severely on 
Eusebius for his former connexion wth 
Licinius. Theodor. i. 20. 

' Soc. i. 15 ; Pagi, iv. 164 ; Tillem. 
vi. 234-7, 736 ; viii. 7 ; MOhler, ii. 1-2: 
Broglie, ii. 287-9. Athanasius says that 
his predecessor died within five months 
after the council of Nicaea (Apol. c 
Arianos, 59), and the date has usually 
been placed in 326. But the ancient 
Index to the ' Festal Letters of St. 
Athanasius,' lately recovered in a 
Syriac version, places it in April 328. 
See pp. X., XV. 

"' Athan. Apol. c. Arianos, 6 : New- 
man, n. on Ath. Tracts, 22 ; Gibbon, 
i. 218; Schrdckh, xii. 109-10; Neand. 
vi. 418 ; Kaye, 62-3 
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ige of thirty to that of seventy-six Athanasius held the 
see, devoting himself with all his powers to the assertion 
Df the orthodox doctrine, which for him was no specu- 
^tive opinion, but was intimately connected with the 
ivhole Christian life.^ To his abilities and constancy is 
lue, under the Divine Providence, the preservation of 
:he eastern church, and perhaps even of the whole 
church, from the adoption of the Arian heresy, or from a 
yague and creedless system, which would probably have 
issued in an utter abandonment of Christianity. He 
displays in his writings a manly and direct eloquence ; a 
remarkable and unusual combination of subtlety with 
breadth of mind ; extreme acuteness in argument, yet at 
the same time a superiority to mere contentiousness 
about words. His unbending steadiness of purpose was 
united with a rare skill in dealing with men ; he knew 
^'hen to give way, as well as when to make a show oi 
resistance. His activity, his readiness, his foresight, his 
wonderful escapes and adventures, gave countenance to 
the stories of magical art which circulated swiiong his 
enemies,® and to the belief of his admirers that he pos- 
sessed the gifts of miracles and prophecy. Throughout 
all his troubles he was supported by the attachment of 
his people, and of the hundred bishops who owned alle- 
giance to the see of Alexandria, p 

The Arian party in no long time began to gain strength 
in the imperial court Constantia, the widow of Licinius 
and sister of Constantine — a princess who had been 
under the influence of Eusebius of Nicomedia — ^was per- 
suaded by a presbyter whose name is said by writers of 
later date to have been Eutocius,** that Arius had been 

" Neand. iv. 30 ; Villemain, ' Elo- V. xHi. 2-5. 

quence Chretienne,' 96. Q He is so called by Photius, in his 

^ See Ammian. MarcelL xv. 7. account of a work by Gelasius of Cyzi- 

P Gibbon, ii. 217-18 ; Comp. Hooker, cum. Bibl. No. 88, p. 208. 
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misrepresented and unjustly condemned/ When on 
^ her death-bed, she endeavoured to impress 

■ ■ "^ her brother with the same belief, and recom- 
mended the presbyter to him ; and by this man the 
emperor, whose apprehension of the question had never 
been independent or discerning, was persuaded to invite 
Arius to his court The heresiarch appeared, with Eu- 
zoius, a deacon of Alexandria, who had been included in 
the excommunication. They produced a creed, which 
although defective in the critical points, was expressed in 
inoffensive, and for the most part scriptural, terms ; and 
Constantine was satisfied of their orthodoxy. Eusebius and 
Theognis also soon obtained a recall, protesting that they 
had no sympathy with the errors imputed to Arius ; that 
their only offence had been that of doubting whether he 
held these errors — a doubt, they said, which the emperor 
himself had lately justified.® 

The Arian or Eusebian party had now full possession 
of court influence, and they made an unscrupulous use of 
it to eject such catholic bishops as stood in the way.^ 
Among these was Eustathius, bishop of Antioch, who 
had offended them by charging Eusebius of Caesarea 
with unfaithfulness to the Nicene doctrine. Eusebius 
retorted by an accusation of Sabellianism — an error 
which the Arianizers habitually imputed to their ortho- 
dox opponents ; and at a party synod, held in his own 
city, the bishop of Antioch was deposed on charges of 
heresy and adultery, which were alike unfounded." As 



•■ Rufiii. i. II. The Arians said that 
she was warned of this in a vision or 
dream. Soz. iii. 19. 

• Rufin. i. II ; Soc. i. 14, 26 ; Soz. 
ii. 16, 27. TiIIeinont(vi. 269, 744) and 
Walch (ii. 487) question the genuine- 
ness of the letter, and suppose that the 
two bishops were recalled before Arius, 
whose recall they place in 330. But 



later writers in general admit the letter. 
Schrdckh, v. 372 ; Neand. iv. 28-9 : 
Mdhler, ii. 3-4 ; Kaye, 54-7. 

* Tillem. vi. 274, 279-281 ; M5hler, 
ii. 6 ; Newman, 376-8. 

»» Philostorg. ii. 7 ; Soc i. 23 ; Theod. 
i. 21. Pagi dates this in 327 (iv. 195) ; 
Clinton (ii. 549) in 328 ; Tillemont (v. 
274) and Schrdckh (v. 377) in 331. 
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the attachment of his people to Eustathius, and their 
indignation at this sentence, appeared to threaten a dis- 
turbance of the public peace, the emperor's jealousy was 
aroused, and the bishop was sent into exile.* After two 
Arians in succession had held the see for a short time, 
Eusebius was solicited to accept it ; he declined, how- 
ever, and his refusal was approved by the emperor.y 

The occupant of the other great eastern see was far 
more obnoxious, not only on account of his formidable 
character and talents, but as being the bishop of that 
church from which Arius had been expelled, and through 
which it was desired by his partisans that he should be 
formally readmitted to catholic communion. After Eu- 
sebius of Nicomedia had in vain attempted to mediate, 
the emperor himself was persuaded to write to Athana- 
sius, requiring him to receive Arius with his followers, 
and threatening deposition and banishment in case of 
refusal. But the undaunted bishop replied that he could 
not acknowledge persons who had been condemned by 
a decree of the whole church ; and Constantine desisted 
from urging the matter.' 

The Arians now made overtures to the Meletians. 
The council of Nicaea had endeavoured to provide for 
the healing of the Meletian schism by an arrangement 
as to the possession of sees which were claimed both 
by catholic and by Meletian bishops;* but Meletius, 
although for a time he acquiesced in this measure, had 
afterwards been persuaded to continue the breach by 

* Some place his death soon after are in Fabricius, ix. 135, seqq. 

his banishment ; others as late as 360 y Euseb. iii. 59-62 ; Soc. i. 24 ; Soz. 

(Fabric. BiW. Gr. ix. 132 ; SchrOckh, ii. 18-19 ; Tillem. vi. 276-8, 746 ; vii. 29 ; 

V. 378). Socrates (iv. 14) and Sozomen Kaye, 59-61. 

(vi. 13) even say that he was recalled « Athan. Apol. 59 ; Soc. i. 23, 27 ; 

by Jovian (a.d. 363-4), and was living Tillem. vi. 231 ; vii. 17 ; Kaye, 62. 

at Antioch in 370. But this is generally • See Can. viii. with the notes in 

supposed to be a mistake. See Vales. Routh, Script Eccl. Opuscula, i. 407, 

n. in Socr. iv. 14 ; Acta SS., Jul. 16, pp. 416 ; Soc. i. 9. 
137-8. The frasnnents of Eustathius 



298 MOVEMENTS AGAINST Book II 

ordaining one John to succeed him as the chief of his com- 
munity. The Meletians, in their enmity against the Alex- 
andrian primate, were easily induced to lend themselves 
as tools to his Arian opponents ; and, although hitherto 
free from doctrinal error, they gradually became infected 
with the heresy of their new alHes> In the alleged 
grievances of the Meletians the Arians found means of 
besieging the emperor with a multitude of complaints 
against Athanasius; but the bishop exposed the futility 
of these complaints so successfully as even for a time 
to turn Constantine's indignation against the authors of 
them.c 

In 534 Athanasius was summoned to appear before a 
council at Caesarea, but disregarded the citation on the 
ground that he could not expect justice at the hands 
of such a tribunal.*^ In the following year 
335- Y\e was cited before another council, to be 
held at Tyre ; and as the order was then enforced by 
the imperial authority, with threats of personal vio- 
lence, he thought it well to comply. At this assembly 
sixty bishops were present, and a lay commissioner of 
the emperor directed and overawed their proceedings.* 
Athanasius appeared at the head of fifty Egyptian 
bishops, and was about to take the place to which the 
dignity of his see entitled him, when he was ordered 
by the president, Eusebius of Caesarea, to stand, as 
being a person under accusation. On this one of the 
Egyptian bishops, Potammon, a man of high repute for 
sanctity, is said to have addressed Eusebius: "Do you 
sit, while the innocent Athanasius is tried before you? 
Remember how you were my fellow-prisoner in the 
persecution. I lost an eye for the truth : by what com- 

'» Athan. Apol. 59 ; Soc. i. 27 ; Soz. «= Athan. Apol. 60 ; S02. u. 22 : Kayc, 

ii. 18-19 ; Epiphan. Ixvi. 5-6. Walch 63-4. 

(iv. 395) makes as little as possible of •* Soz. ii. 25 ; Theod. i. 28. 

their Arianizing. • Planck, i. 685-6. 
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pliances was it that you came off unhurt?" Eusebius 
found it expedient to evade the question. " Your beha- 
viour," he answered, " gives countenance to the charges 
against your party; for if you try to play the tyrants 
here, no doubt you must do so much more at home." 
And he broke up the meeting for the day/ 

Athanasius was arraigned on a variety of charges, some 
of them arising out of collisions with the remaining ad- 
herents of Meletius and CoUuthus, in the course of the 
visitations which he indefatigably performed throughout 
his vast province. The most serious was, that he had 
killed a Meletian bishop named Arsenius, had cut off 
one of his hands, and had used it for magical purposes ; 
and a human hand was exhibited in evidence of these 
crimes. In answer to all these charges, Athanasius 
defended himself boldly and triumphantly. The story as 
to Arsenius was refuted by producing the man himself, 
alive and unmutilated, — the friends of Athanasius having 
succeeded in discovering him, notwithstanding the en- 
deavours of the opposite party to keep him concealed.*^ 

As the case against Athanasius had thus broken down, 
a commission, chosen from among his bitterest enemies, 
was sent into the Mareotis to collect fresh evidence 
against him. He protested against the unfair composi- 
tion of this body ; and, without waiting for the result of 
its inquiries, he embarked for Constantinople, threw 



' Epiph. Ixviii. 7 ; cf. Athan. Apol. 
8. SchrSckh (xii. 121), Valois, and 
Hefele (i. 446) question the truth of the 
imputation on Eusebius; and it has 
been suggested that the story may have 
been distorted from one somewhat 
similar, — that Paphnutius, a famous 
Egf^'ptian confessor, by appealing to 
Maximus, bishop of Jerusalem, as his 
old companion in suffering, drew him 
over to the side of Athanasius (Rufin. 
i. 17). 



f Athan. Apol. 8-12, 63, seqq. ; Rufin. 
i. 17 ; Soc. i. 27 ; Soz. ii. 23-5. The 
affair of Arsenius had before been in- 
vestigated by tlie emperor's brother 
Dalmatius ; but, if so, it is hard to 
understand how the Arians could have 
ventured to revive it at Tyre. See, 
however, Tillem. viii. 24, 45, 658, 663 : 
Dupin, ii. 36. Bp. Kaye says (66-7) 
that the emperor seems to have varied 
in his opinion on the matter. Comp. 
Broglie, i. 331. 
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himself in the emperor's way as he was riding near the 
city, and, reminding him of the judgment at which they 
must both one day appear, extorted from him a promise 
of a new investigation in the imperial presence.^ Con- 
stantine was so far moved by this appeal that he wrote 
in a tone of reproof to the council, which had already 
decreed the deposition and excommunication of Athana- 
sius, and, having removed to Jerusalem for the purpose 
of dedicating the magnificent church which the emperor 
had lately erected over the holy sepulchre, had there 
admitted Arius and Euzoius to communion.* 

The leaders of the Arian faction persuaded the other 
bishops to return to their homes, and themselves repaired 
to Constantinople. Dropping the charges on which they 
had condemned Athanasius in the council, they asserted 
that he had threatened to stop the sailing of the Egyptian 
fleet, on which the new capital depended for its supplies 
of corn. The accusation was well devised with a view to 
rouse Constantine*s jealousy ; for on a similar suspicion 
he had a few years before put to death a philosopher 
named Sopater, who had long enjoyed his intimacy; and 
the artifice of the Arians was successful.^ Whether from 
belief of the charge, from a wish to remove so influential 
a man from a scene where he might be dangerous, or 
with a view of withdrawing him for a time from exposure 
to the malice of his enemies, the emperor banished 
Athanasius to Treves, where the champion of orthodoxy 
found an honourable reception at the court of the younger 
Constantine.* 

But the spirit of its bishop continued to animate the 

^ Athan. Apol. 13, seqq.; 71-86 ; See. ed. Boissonade, Paris, 1849. 

i. 31-4 ; Tillem. vi. 289 ; viii. 57-66 ; . ' Athan. Apol. 9, 97 ; Soc i- 35 • 

Kaye, 68-9. Tillem. vi. 290 ; viii. 62-5 : Gibbon, i»- 

i Athan. Apol. 86 ; Soc, i. 34 ; S02. 223 ; MOhler, ii 20 ; Rettberg, i. 186-7 : 

ii. 25, 29 ; Tillem. viii. 59. Kaye, 74-6. 

* Eunapius, Vitae Sophistarum, 463, 
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idrian church. The attempts of Anus to obtain 
lission were steadily repelled ; and at length 
s of disturbances occasioned by his proceedings 
!d the emperor to summon him to Constantinople.™ 
noil which was sitting there condemned Marcellus 
icyra, one of Athanasius' most con- 
►us partisans, on a charge of Sabel- 
Q, to which he had at least given countenance by 
;e of incautious language ; ^ and it is said that the 
council ordered the admission of Arius to com- 
►n.** The heresiarch appeared before the emperor, 
ithout hesitation subscribed a profession of ortho- 
p declaring that he had never held any other doc- 

With this compliance Constantine was satisfied, 
ending for the bishop, Alexander, he told him that 

must be received into communion on the fol- 
g day, which was Sunday. Alexander, who had 
»ied the see of Byzantium while it was as yet an un- 
guished city,<i and had now almost completed his 
*edth year, had already been threatened by Eusebius 
icomedia with deposition in case of a refusal, and 



:. I 37- 

Marcellus, see the two treatises 
bius against him, Patrol. Gr. 
See. i. 36 ; Soz. ii, 32 ; Baron. 
; Petav. de Trin. i. 13 ; Pagi, 
: Montfaucon, in Patrol. Gr. 
277, seqq. ; Tillem. vii. 504- 
Ich, iii. 239-41, 260, 282-94 ; 
ch, vi. 174, seqq. ; Neand. iv. 
i. 418-19, 427-30 ; Giesel. I. ii. 
agenb. i. 254 ; Newman on 
m, 334 ; Ii. on Athan. Tracts, 
lye, 80. MShler (ii. 22-35) de- 
im against Eusebius. It seems 
Icely that at first he was guilty 
injudicious language, but that 
rds he ran into more serious 
The words declaring the eter- 
Christ's kingdom are supposed 
e writers to have been added to 



the Nicene creed in opposition to one 
of his tenets. Petav. de Inc. XII. xviii. 
5 : Neand. vi. 429. See Euseb. c. 
Marcell. ii. 4 ; de Ecclesiast. Theologia, 
iii. 14-17 (Patrol. Gr. xxiv.); Walch, iii. 
280. 

^ Walch (ii. 499) says that this can- 
not be proved. 

P Athan. de Morte Arii, 9 (p. 341) ; 
ad Episc. iEg. et Lib. 18. Walch (ii. 
499) says that it cannot be known what 
the form was. That it was the Nicene 
creed is denied by Tillemont (vi. 296X 
Neander (iv. 37), and Newman (288). 
The story told by Socrates (i. 38)— 
that Arius signed the Nicene creed, 
while he secretly meant another which 
he carried under his arm— may pretty 
safely be rejected. 

<» Broglie, ii. 357. 
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had been for weeks engaged with his flock in solemn 
deprecation of the intended evil. On leaving the em- 
peror's presence, he entered the church of Peace, pros- 
trated himself under the holy table, and prayed that, 
rather than he should witness such a profanation, either 
he himself or the heresiarch might be taken from the 
world. On the evening of the same day, Arius was 
parading the streets of the city on horseback amidst a 
large party of his adherents, talking lightly and in a 
triumphant tone of the ceremonies appointed for the 
morrow, when the pressure of a natural necessity com- 
pelled him to dismount and withdraw/ He was soon 
after found dead, and his end is related with circum- 
stances which are intended by the narrators to recall to 
mind that of the traitor Judas.^ 



' Athan. Tracts, 212 ; Soc. i. 37 ; 
Tillem. vi. 294-6 ; vii. 35. 

• (Acts i. i8.) Athan. de Morte 
Arii, 3 ; Rufin. i. 12-13 '• Soc. i. 38 ; 
Epiphan. Ixviii. 5 ; Ixix. 10 ; Theodo- 
rct, Hares, iv. i. Alexander's prayer 
is reported by some writers with ad- 
miration ; by others, with horror. Per- 
haps it might be less difficult to defend 
the charity of the petition as to Arius 
than the faith of that as to himself. 
Gibbon says that " those who press the 
literal narrative of the death of Arius 
must make their option hetween /oi'son 
and miracle " (ii. 212). The Roman 
Catholic writers, with Joseph Milner 
(i. 535)and Dr. Newman — in hisAngli- 
can work on Arianism (289), as well as 
in his transitional Essay on Miracles 
(171-4) — take the latter alternative ; 
Mosheim (i. 396) the former. It is, 
indeed, very probable, as Walch (li. 
506) suggests, that the narrative may 
have been embellished from the story 
of Judas ; but, without going into that 
question, the neces.sity of the choice to 
which Gibbon would limit us is not 
apparent. The possibility of poison is, 
as Walch (ii. 509) and Neander (iv. 



40) remark, excluded by the fact that 
the Arians at the time ascribed their 
leader's death to magical arts (S02. ii. 
29). As to the supposition of miracle 
— while the opposite party naturally 
looked on the event as an awful judg- 
ment on the heresy and perjur>' tf 
Arius (see Athan. ad. Episc. ^-Eg. tt 
Lib. 19), it does not appear that we 
need refer it to a different class from 
the other sudden deaths which are 
among the frequent dispensations of 
Providence. [In this view I have the 
satisfaction of finding that Bp. Kaye 
(whose work was published after this 
note had been originally WTitten) agrees. 
"There is," he says, '-'nothing in the 
circumstance which, if we make due 
allowance for exaggeration, may not 
be accounted for by natural causes. Tt 
was not a miraculous or preternatural 
interposition ; but a most striking and 
awful event, occurring in the ordinary 
course of God's providential go- 
vernment. Athanasius speaks of it 
as a manifest judgment of God : 
but the description which he gives 
of it is that of a natural, though 
awfully sudden death. " p. 79. ] See also 
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)twithstanding the part which Constantine had taken 
le affairs of the church, he had not yet been 
/ed as a member of it by baptism,' when, in his 
fourth year, he was seized with a dangerous sick- 
at a palace near Nicomedia. Feehng the approach 
ath, he sent for some bishops, to whom 

AD "^'^7 

iclared that he had deferred his baptism ' ' ^^^' 
a wish to receive it in the waters of Jordan, but 
as the opportunity of doing so was denied to him, 
egged them to administer the sacrament. After 
ig been admitted by imposition of hands to the 
;st class of catechumens," he was baptized by the 
•p of the neighbouring city, Eusebius,^ and during 



Holland in Tinsleton, 'The 
not essential to Speech,' 200-1. 
ce to St. Athanasius, it ought 
tated that his account of the 
*ch's end is free from all appear- 
triumph. (See Neand. iv. 39 : 
, ii. 48). It is curious to com- 
ith the view which Romish 
take of Alexander's prayers and 
Tect a passage in whieh Tille- 
eaks of the Donatists — " Quand 
'oient quelqu'un qui s'opposoit 
3lont^ . . . ils le maudissoicnt, 
)ient des imprecations contre 
jusqu'a luy souhaiter la mort. 
arrivoit ensuite quelque mal- 
ccs personnes, ou pour Icnrs 
)u par la conduitc impenetrable 
istice divine, ils se vantoicnt 
:oit I'efTet de leurs imprecations, 
•ulant qu'on Ics cruat auteurs et 
le la mort des hommes, ils se 
ent homicides." vi. 139. 
3on (ii. 162) represents him as 
been, nevertheless, admitted to 
ysteries ; " but Heinichen (Ex- 
.) shows that this is improperly 
from Euseb. iv. 22. The pagan 
hat Constantine, after having 
son and his wife to death, em- 
Christianity on finding that the 
II clergy offered him that abso- 



ution which jjaganism refused (Zosim. 
ii. 29)— is a palpable falsehood. He 
had professed a belief in the gospel 
before the death of Crispus, which 
was in the year after the coiinci 
of Nicaa : and he was not baptized 
until much later (see Sozom. i. 15; 
SchrOckh, v. 81-2; Acta SS., Mai, 
21, p. 20.) The opposite fable of his 
bapti.sm by Sylvester (which may be 
found in Cedrenus, 271), will be men- 
tioned hereafter in connection with the 
forged donation ascribed to the em- 
peror (see Book IV. c. ix. scot. i). 
Niebuhr is inclined to think that Cris- 
pus had probably deserved his death ; 
and he rejects, even more decidedly 
than Gibbon, the stor>' that Fausta was 
put to death by her husband s order 
(Vortrage, ed. Isler, iii. 302). On the 
other side see the authorities in Clin- 
ton, A.D. 326; Broglie, ii. 106: Stan- 
ley, 238. 

" Mosheim (De Rebus Chri.st. 967-9) 
and Neander (iii. 39-40) suppose him 
to have been before a catechumen of a 
lower grade. Valois (in loc. Euseb.). 
Tillemont (Emp. iv. 658-9), and 
Schrockh (v. 391-2) think that he was 
not. 

* Hence St. Jerome, who is the only 
authority that names the officiating 
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the remaining days of his life he retained the white robe 
of baptism, refusing to wear the imperial purple. On 
AVTiitsunday at noon, in the year 337, he expired.^ 



CHAPTER 11. 



THE SONS OF CONSTANTINE. 



A.D. 337-361. 

The first Christian emperor was succeeded by his three 
sons, Constantine, Constantius, and Constans. The 
eldest, who held the sovereignty of Gaul, Spain, and 
Britain, was killed in 340, in an invasion of Italy, which 
was part of the territory of Constans ; and Constans 
took possession of all that belonged to his deceased 
brother.* In 350 Constans himself was put to death by 
Magnentius ; and on the defeat of that usurper, in 353^ 
the whole empire was reunited under Constantius, who 
had until then been sovereign of the east.** 

Constantine, it is said, intrusted his testament to the 
same Arian presbyter who had exerted so important an 
influence on the religious policy of his last years -j^ and 



bishop (Augusti, vii. 159) says that 
Constantine was baptized into Arianism 
(Chron. a.d. 340). But Eusebius, be- 
sides that his local position recom- 
mended him as the fittest person to 
officiate on the occasion, did not blazon 
his heresy ; and the emperor, notwith- 
standing the influence which the Arians 
latterly exercised over him, supposed 
himself to be an unswerving adherent 
of the Nicene faith. See Acta SS., 
Mai. 21, pp. 16-17 ; Jun. Apol. Praelim. 



xviii. seqq.; Nat. Alex. vii. Dissert 
24 ; TlUem. Emp. iv. 267 ; Gibbon 
ii. 212 ; Kaye, 76-7. 

y Euseb. iv. 61-4. 

• Gibbon, ii. 88. 

*» lb. 98-100. 

« P. 296. Against this, sec De Bro 
glie, ii. 375 ; iii. 15. Philostoigius says 
that the testament was given to Euse- 
bius of Nicomedia, as to whom he telU 
a curious story (ii. 17). 
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yy him it was delivered to Constantius, who happened 
o be nearer than either of his brothers to the place of 
heir lather's death. By this service Eutocius (if that 
eas his name) obtained free entrance to the palace ; and 
a no long time the Arian doctrine had been embraced 
>y the emperor, the empress, the ladies of her court, and 
lie eunuchs d — a class of persons which Constantine had 
onfined to inferior offices,* but which in this reign 
•ecame so important as to justify the sarcasm of a 
leathen historian, who described the emperor's relation 
D them' by saying that he had considerable interest with 
heir chief/ Constantius is characterized as chaste, 
emperate, and of strict life, but vain and weak, a slave 
o restless suspicion, and unrelenting in his enmity to 
hose whom he suspected.^ His interference in the 
.ifairs of the church was alike injudicious and unfor- 
unate. Although, like his father, he remained unbaptized 
Lntil shortly before his death, he pretended to the cha- 
acter of a theologian : his vanity and his ignorance laid 
lim open to the arts in which the leaders of Arianism 
irere skilled; and throughout his reign the empire was 
ncessantly agitated by religious controversy. The 
lighest questions of Christian doctrine became subjects 
>f common talk, and excited the ignorant zeal of multi- 
udes very imperfectly influenced by Christian principle.** 
The synods were so frequent, that the public posting 
sstablishment is said to have been ruined by the 
continual joumeyings of the bishops, to whom the 



' RufiiL i. XI ; Soc. ii. 2 ; Soz. iii. x. 

• Lamprid. in Hist. Aug. Scriptt., 
Paris, 1620, p. 137. See Saumaise's 
aote there. 

'' Amm. Marcell. xviii. 4 ; cf. xxii. 
\ ; Rtifin. i. 15. As to the religion of 
\mmianus, see the article on him in 
Herzog's Encyclopaedia, by Rettbcrg, 
fiho concludes diat he was not a 

VOL. I. 



Christian, but judged favourably of 
Christianity in consequence of wrongly 
supposing that it was founded on 
"general deistic ideas." 

8 Amm. Marcell. xxi. 16; Tillem. 
Emp. iv. 467-9. 

•» Amm. Marcell. 1. c. ; Epiphan. Ixix. 
X2 ; Neand. iv. 40-1. 

20 
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emperor gave the privilege of free conveyance to these 
assemblies.* 

Constantine had steadily resisted both the importunity 
of the Arians, who wished that the see of Alexandria 
should be filled by one of their own party, and the 
entreaties of the Alexandrians for the restoration of the 
rightful bishop, although these were supported by the 
authority of the famous hermit Antony, whom the em- 
peror admitted to a free correspondence with him.^ It 
is said, however, that on his death-bed he gave orders 
for the recall of Athanasius and other banished bishops.' 
His successors, at a conference in Pannonia, agreed to 
restore the exiles ; and Athanasius, after an absence of 
about two years and four months, retiurned to Alexandria, 
bearing with him a letter, in which the younger Con- 
stantine assured the Alexandrian laity that the restoration 
was agreeable to the late emperor's inten- 
■ ^ tion.^ The bishop was received with a 
joyful welcome by his flock; but the Arian (or Eusebian 
party) soon renewed its attempts against him. One 
Pistus, who had been associated with Arius, was set up 
as a rival bishop. It was represented to Constantius 
that Athanasius had caused disturbances of the peace ; 
that he had sold the allowance of com which the 
emperor had bestowed on the Alexandrian church, and 
had misappropriated the price ; and, further, he was 
charged with irregularity in resuming his see by the 
warrant of secular authority alone, whereas he had been 
deposed by a council of bishops.^ The same charges, 

i Amm. Marcell. 1. c. glie, iii. i6. Dupin, (ii. 36, 58,) and 

^ Soz. ii. 31. Valois, in his note on Theodoret, make 

' Theod. i. 32 ; Tillem. Emp. iv. the exile some months more than one 

268. year. 

™ Athan. Apol. c. Arianos, 87 ; Soc. ° Rufin. i. 15 ; Soc. ii. 3 ; Soz. iii 9; 

ii. 23; Soz. iii. 2 ; Theod. ii. 2 ; Pagi, TiUem. vi. 303-4 ; viii. 71-3 ; HcfckJ. 

iv. 324 ; Hefele, I 454-9. See Bro- 471. 
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le old report of the inquiry instituted by his 
s in the Mareotis,® were carried to Rome by a 
tion of Eusebian clergy, but were there met by 
emissaries of Athanasius, who were provided with 
•dical letter from nearly a hundred Egyptian 
5, attesting his merits and his innocence, p 
:he end of 340, or in the beginning of the 
ig year, a council met at Antioch for the dedi- 
of a splendid church which had been founded by 
ntine. The number of bishops is said to have 
inety- seven, of whom forty were Eusebians.** They 
a number of canons, which have been generally 
d in the church ;' one of these, in itself unexcep- 
e, but framed with a special design that it should 
2 a weapon against Athanasius, enacted that, if 
shop, after having been deposed by a council, 
appeal to the temporal power, instead of seeking 
from a higher council, he should forfeit all hope 
oration.® It would seem that after a time the 
ans became dominant in the assembly, either 
1 the retirement of the orthodox bishops, or 
1 reliance on the support of Constantius, who was 
:.* They renewed the charges against Athanasius, 
fined him under the canon just mentioned, and, 
le bishoprick of Alexandria had been refused by 



299. 

, Apol. 



c. Arianos, 3-19 ; 



i. 8 ; Tillem. vi. 311-12. 
straten and other Romanists 
npted to account for this by 
that the canons were passed 
Eusebians were in a minority; 
these, after having seen the 
nbers of the council depart, 
I to heretical measures ; or 
5 were about the same time 
.ox and an Arian council at 
ind that the canons proceeded 



from the former (see too Nat. Alex, 
viii. 31-3). But the reception of the 
council, as of that of Laodicea (a.d. 
372 ?), is really to be traced to the in- 
fluence of the "later Nicenes," Basil, 
the two Gregories, etc., who, having 
been in early life connected with the 
Semiarian party, brought with them 
,to the side of orthodoxy many of that 
party's traditions. Giesel. I. ii. 67-8 : 
Hefele, i. 486-93. 

* Can. 12. 

* Pagi, iv. 371-3 ; Schrdckh, vi. 60, 
68. 
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• 

Eusebius (afterwards bishop of Emesa)," consecrated to 
it a Cappadocian named Gregory, a man of coarse and 
violent character.* Gregory immediately proceeded to 
take possession of his see, accompanied by a military 
escort, under the command of Philagrius, prefect of 
Egypt, who was an apostate from the faith. The here- 
tical bishop entered the city in the beginning of Lent 
Churches were attacked by the soldiers, with a mob of 
Arians, Jews, and heathens ; and horrible outrages and 
profanations were committed, which reached their height 
on the solemn days of the Passion and the Resurrection. 
The catholics were not only ejected from the churches, 
but were prevented from holding their worship in private 
houses. Having thus settled matters in the capital, 
Gregory set forth on a visitation of his province. A 
party of soldiers attended on him, and by his orders 
many bishops, monks, and virgins were beaten — among 
them the aged Potammon, who was treated with such 
severity that he died in consequence.^ 

On the arrival of Gregory at Alexandria, Athanasius 
withdrew to a retreat in the neighbourhood, and after 
having issued an address to all bishops, desiring them to 
join in condemnation of the intruder,^ he betook himself 

" On this Eusebius, see the edition It was quoted by Guitmund in the 

of the Greek remains ascribed to him, eucharistic controversy of the eleventh 

published by Augusti, Elberfeld, 1829, century (see Book VI. c. iii.) as the 

and reprinted in the Patrol. Gr. work of '*sanctus Eusebius Emis- 

Ixxxvi., where, however, it is said that senus" (Patrol, cxlix. 1483). Although 

Thilo has shown them to be by an- styled by St. Jerome "Arianaesigni- 

other author (462). The Latin ser- fer factionis" (Chron. a.d. 351), Euse* 

mons on the strength of which he is bius seems to have been really a 

styled in our Homilies (p. 408, Oxf. Semiarian. Augusti, 84. 

1832), '* a godly father," are of Gallican * Soc. ii. 8-9 ; Soz. iii. 5 ; Tillcm. viii. 

authorship, and belong to the fifth and 77, 676-7. Athanasius remarks on the 

sixth centuries (Cave, i. 207 ; Augusti, irregularity of appointing a stranger, 

94 ; cf. Fessler, in Patrol. Gr. 463).-, and that at a distance firom the see. 

The sermon there cited is ascribed by Apol. 29, 30. 

Oudin to Faustus, bishop of Riez (for ^ Ath. EncycL ad. Episc. (t. i. iro- 

whom see below, Book III. c. vii), 18) ; Hist. Arian. 10-13. 

and is printed in the Appendix to St. « The 'Encyclica ad Episcopos 

Jerome, Patrol, xxx. Ep. xxxviii. 3. Epistola ;* Mdhler, ii. 6t. 
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Rome, where a synod of fifty bishops pronounced him 
nocent, and con&med to him the communion of the 
lurch.* Other expelled bishops also appeared before 
e same council ; among them was Marcellus of Anc3rra, 
ho had resumed his see on the death of Constantine, 
id had been again dispossessed of it, but was now able 
satisfy Julius of Rome and his brethren that the 
larges of heresy on which he had been deprived were 
unded on misapprehension.** A correspondence fol- 
wed between Julius and the eastern bishops, but with- 
it any satisfactory result, as the Eusebians, who had 
efore proposed that the case of Athanasius should be 
rferred to a council, evaded the execution of their own 
reposal when they found that the Alexandrian bishop 
ad himself appeared at Rome.^ 

The council of Antioch produced four creeds.*^ As 
he death of Arius had released his partisans from the 
difficulties which arose out of their personal regard for 
lim,® they now endeavoured to give plausibility to their 
ause by approaching as nearly as possible to the ortho- 
lox statements, in the hope that by new formularies the 
'^icene creed might gradually be obscured. In their 
ittacks on Athanasius during the reign of Constantine, 
hey had been careful to advance charges which did not 
elate to doctrines, but to practical matters;^ and the 
ame. policy of avoiding the open statement of differences 
IS to doctrine was now continued. The creeds of An- 



* Ath- Apol. I ; S02. iii. 8. 
b Ath. Apol. 32 ; Soz. iiL 8. 

* Ath. Apol. 20, seqq. ; Soc. ii. 15- 
7 ; Soz. iiL 10. These events have 
leen related as generally as possible, 
ind with a wish to avoid questions as 
o the chronology, which seems to be 
lopelessly entangled. For a statement 
»f the difficulties, and of various 
chemes which have been proposed, 
ee Newman, Introd. to Athan. Hist. 



Tracts ; Hefele, i, 475-6 ; Broglie, iii. 
33-4. One point in dispute is, whether 
Athanasius went to Rome for the 
first time after the intrusion of 
Gregory; or whether he had already 
been there a year and a half, and 
had returned to his see a short time 
before Gregory's appearance. 

* Hard. i. 605-10. 

® Neand. iv. 4a 

f Kaye, 76. 
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tioch were therefore so composed that in ordinary cir- 
cumstances they would have been received as satisfactor}-. 
The more offensive positions of Arianism were distinctly 
condemned, and the council repudiated the name of 
Arians, — " for how," it was asked, " should we, who are 
bishops, follow a presbyter ? " The dignity of the Saviour 
was set forth in the highest terms ; the studious omission 
of the word homoousios (co-essential) was all that could 
excite suspicion as to the orthodoxy of the framers.«f Of 
these formularies, the second (which claimed an older 
author, the martyr Lucian) was that which afterwards 
became distinguished as the " Creed of the Dedication." 
In the mean time Constantinople had been the scene 
of repeated disturbances. Bishop Alexander, on his 
death-bed, being consulted by some of his clergy as to a 
successor, replied that, if they wished for a man " apt to 
teach," and of holy life, they ought to choose Paul; if 

they wanted a man of business and address, 
ug- 33 • ^-^.j^ ^^ appearance of piety, they should 
choose Macedonius, who was a presbyter of long stand- 
ing.'^ Paul was elected, but was soon deprived by the 
Arians on various charges of irregularity in his life and 
in the manner of his appointment. After the death of 

Constantine he returned to his see, but was 
' compelled to make way for Eusebius, who 

was translated from Nicomedia; and on his death, in 
342, the ejected bishop and Macedonius were set up by 
the opposite parties. The city was thrown into violent 
commotion, and Constantius sent a military force to 
suppress the disorder ; ^yhereupon the populace set fire 
to the lodgings of the commander, Hermogenes, dragged 
him about the streets, and murdered him. The emperor, 

^ See. ii. 10 ; Soz. iii. 5 ; Pagi, iv. h Soc. ii. 5 (who misdates the sShxx). 

367-9 ; Newman on Arianism, 308 ; Sozomen (iii. 3) says that the Arian ac- 

Neand. iv. 45 ; Kaye, 58, 90 ; Hefele, count reversed the application of these 

• 508. characters. See Walch, iii 74. 
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in great indignation, hastened to Constantinople, drove 
out Paul, and deprived the citizens of half their allowance 
of com ; but, regarding Macedonius as a sharer in the 
cause of the tumult, and being also displeased with hiiti 
for having allowed himself to be consecrated without 
seeking the imperial permission, he did not establish him 
as bishop. Paul soon after returned, but, having allowed 
himself to be decoyed into an interview by Philip, the 
prsetorian prefect, he was seized and privately sent away 
by sea, while the prefect proceeded to instal Macedonius. 
The populace flocked together in excitement, and up- 
wards of three thousand perished, either through the 
pressure of the crowd, or by the weapons of the soldiery. 
From 342 to 380, with the exception of two years, the 
bishoprick of the eastern capital was in the hands of the 
Arians.^ 

Alarmed by the scenes which had taken place at Con- 
stantinople, and by similar tumults in other places,^ Con- 
stantius agreed with Constans, who steadily adhered to 
the cause of Athanasius, that a general council should be 
summoned.^ The place appointed for its meeting was 
Sardica (now Sophia), in lUyria, a city which stood on 
the borders of east and west, but within the western 
division of the empire.™ Athanasius was desired by 
Constans to wait on him at Milan, and, through the 



i Soc. ii. 12, 13, 16; Soz. iii. 7. 9; 
Tillem. Emp. iv. 327 ; M^m. vi. 323-5 ; 
vii. 254-7, 697-8. 

k Broglie, iii. 65. 

> Baronius (346. 5) asserts that the 
council was summoned by the pope, 
but is refuted by Pagi. Rohrbacher 
tells- us that—" II fut convoqu^ par 
rautorit6 du pape S. Jules ; car (!) 
Socrate nous apprend que quelques 
orientaux I'accuserent d'avoir fix^ un 
terme trop court " (vi. 304). Socrates, 
however, distinctly says that the two 
emperors summoned it. ii. 20. 



"* Tillem. viii. 92. Mansi, on the 
authority of a document unknown to 
the earlier writers, dates the council in 
344. His arguments satisfied SchrSckh 
(vi. 78) ; but Gieseler (I. ii. 54) con- 
siders that they had been overthrown 
by Wetzer, and the old date, 347, was 
again generally received until the pub - 
lication of the ' Festal Letters ' brought 
a reinforcement to the opinion that 
the council sat in 343-4. See n. on 
Athan. ' Fest. Letters,' 120; Hefele, i. 
514-15- 
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emperor's arrangement, proceeded to Sardica in company 
with Hosius.** About the same time a deputation of 
oriental bishops appeared at Milan — ^bearing with them 
a new creed which had lately been drawn up by a 
council at Antioch.*^ This document, which from its 
length was styled macrostiche, was in form rather an « 
argument than a definition ; and like other late creeds of 
the same party, it was sound in itself, but provoked sus- 
picion by avoiding the term co-essential. The western 
bishops were dissatisfied with it, partly because their 
ignorance of Greek made them distrustful, and partly 
from a wish to adhere to the Nicene creed as sufficient^ 
At Sardica seventy-six eastern and about a hundred 
western bishops attended,*' and Hosius presided over the 
assembly — not as legate of the Roman see, but in right 
of his age, character, and influence/ 

The orientals ' at the outset protested against the 
admission of Athanasius, Marcellus, and other deposed 
bishops as members of the council It was answered 
that these bishops were not to be regarded as deposed, 
since the latest decisions were in their favour ; that they 
were ready to meet all charges ; and that the council 
might reopen the whole question firom the beginning.* 
But the orientals adhered to their objection, and, finding 



" Athan. Apol ad. Const. 4. 

*• This is generally placed before the 
council of Sardica. Hefele, however, 
places it after that council (i. 5x6). 

P Ath. de Cone. Arim. et Sel. 26; 
Soc. ii. 19-20 ; Soz. ill. 10 ; Tillem. vi. 
326, 331 ; viii. 90 ; Kaye, 95. 

^ The number is variously given. 
The statements of many writers (as 
Soc. ii. 2o, and Soz. iii. 20), that there 
were 300 of the west, is founded on 
misapprehension of a passage of 
Athanasius (Apol. i), which gives the 
number, not of bishops who were pre- 
sent, but of those who approved the 
decisions of the coimcil. It seems 



probable that there were 170 in all, 
which, if 76 were orientals, would leave 
94 western bishops. Vales, in Soc. ii- 
20 : Tillem. viii. 681-2 ; Newman in 
Ath. Tracts, 70 ; Kaye, 96-7 ; Hefele, 
i. 520-1. 

' Tillem. viii. 93, 681-2. Dean Mil- 
man thinks that perhaps Julius, in 
absenting himself, may have been ac- 
tuated by a wish not to risk the grow- 
ing dignity of his see by incurring a 
comparison with Hosius. iii. 15. 

■ Hilar. Opus Histor., Fragm. ii. 4- 
6; Fragm. iii. 14, seqq. ; Soz. iii. it. 
See Hefele, i. 526. 
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that it was firmly resisted, they withdrew across the 
border of the empires to Philippopolis, in Thrace, where 
they held a separate synod under the presidency of 
Stephen, bishop of Antioch. Two eastern bishops 
remained at Sardica, while Ursacius of Singidunum 
(Belgrade), Valens of Mursa (Essek), and three other 
Anans of the west, took part in the- council of Philippo- 
polis.^ The western council declared the Nicene creed 
to be sufficient;" the orientals drew up a fresh creed, 
more Arian than those of Antioch ;* and each assembly 
passed a sentence of deposition against the most con- 
spicuous members of the other, while Julius of Rome 
was included amongst those with whom the orientals 
forbade all communion. The western bishops also 
enacted a number of canons, and again pronounced 
Athanasius and Marcellus innocent ;y but their judgment 
was not of itself enough to reinstate Athanasius in his 
see, and he retired to Naissus, in Dacia.' 

The party which enjoyed the favour of Constantius 
continued to occupy the sees of the east, and to exercise 
fresh violences against the orthodox.* After a time, 
however, the emperor changed his policy — partly in con- 
sequence of a threat of war from Constans, who required 
the restoration of Athanasius,^ partly through disgust at 
the detection of an infamous plot which had been laid 
by Stephen, bishop of Antioch, against some envoys of 
the western church ;<^ and he wrote thrice to Athanasius, 



* TillenL viiL 98. 

* Athan. Tom. ad. Antiochenos, 5, 
p. 772. Socrates (ii. 20) and Sozomen 
(iiL 11) wrongly say that they con- 
finned it by another creed. Schrockh, 
vi. 81 ; Hefele, i. 534-5. 

^ Hilar. Fragm. iii. 29. See Neand. 
iv. 47. y Hil. Fragm. ii. 8. 

■ Sozom. iii. 13. For the documents, 
see Hard. i. 637, seqq. 

* Kaye, 103. 



*> Rufin. L 20 ; Soc. ii. 22 ; S02. iii. 
20 ; Philostorg. iii. 12 ; Tillem. viii. 692. 
The fact has been doubted (as by 
SchrSckh, vi. 94, and Neander, iv. 
48-9) ; but Gibbon (ii. 223) considers it 
to be proved. Although Constans was 
the weaker, a threat of attack from the 
west might well alarm Constantius, 
engaged as he was in a Persian war. 
Mshler, ii. 78. 

•= Athan. Hist. Arian. 20-1 ; Theod. 
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inviting him to resume his see.^ Athanasius complied 
with this invitation, and on his way visited Antioch, 
where he had an interview with Constantius. The 
emperor begged him, as a favour, to allow one church 
at Alexandria to those who were not of his communion, 
and the bishop expressed his willingness to do so, on 
condition that the members of his communion should 
receive a like indulgence at Antioch.*^ But Constantius, 
on conferring with the Arians who had suggested his 
proposal, found that they were not disposed to make 
the exchange, as at Antioch orthodoxy was dangerously 
strong among the laity, whereas at Alexandria both the 
temper of the people and the abiUties of the bishop for- 
bade them to expect any great success.* 

Athanasius was admitted to communion by a council 
at Jerusalem, and was recommended to his flock by an 
imperial letter, which ordered that the record 
345 q£ former proceedings against him should be 
cancelled.*^ The intruder Gregory had died, or had been 
killed,^ a short time before; and Athanasius, on his 
return to Alexandria, was received with universal rejoic- 
ing. The thankfulness of his people was shown in boun- 
tiful works of charity, and many persons of both sexes 
embraced a monastic or ascetic life on the occasion.^ 

His enemies felt that their power was at an end. 
Ursacius and Valens, the most noted supporters of 



ii. 9-10. Stephen was deposed, and in 
his room was appointed Leontius, who 
had been a pupil of the martyr Lu- 
cian (Philost. ii. 14), and had been 
degraded from the presbyterate in con- 
sequence of having emasculated him- 
self in order that he might enjoy with- 
out suspicion the company of a young 
wioman. Ath. Apol. de Fuga, 26; Hist. 
Ar. 28 ; Theod. ii. 24. 

*^ Ath. Apol. c. Ar. 51 ; Soc. ii, 23. 

« Socrates less probably says that he 



required this in every city where the 
Arians had the ascendency, ii. 23. 

*■ Rufin. i. 20 ; S02. iii. 20 ; Theod. 
ii. 12. 

s Ath. Apol. 56-7 ; Hist. Ar. 22-4 : 
Soc. iii. 24. 

h Theodoret ^i- 12) says that he was 
killed by some of his people ; but W. 
Lowth (not in loc) supposes that here, 
as elsewhere, Gregory is confounded 
with the later intruder, George. 

» Ath. Hist. Ar. 25 ; Mahler, il 83- 
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ism in the west, went to Rome, and, with a profes- 
)f regret for the part which they had been induced 
ke against the bishop of Alexandria, entreated a 
:il to receive them into communion.^ But the 
» of the Arians were speedily revived by the murder 
onstans, although Constantius wrote to assure 
lasius that he should find from him the same sup- 
is from his brother ; * and they renewed 
machinations against the Alexandrian 
p by attacking his adherents in other quarters, 
policy was favoured by the circumstance that some 
eir opponents had lately run into serious errors, 
ellus of Ancyra was again deposed — 
g, it would seem, developed his hetero- • * 35 • 
more distinctly."* His pupil Photinus, bishop of 
um, went so far as to teach palpable Sabellianism : 
here was no personal distinction in the Godhead ; 
he Logos was nothing else than the Divine attribute 
sdom, which at length was manifested in Jesus, 
1 he regarded as a mere man, although supematu- 
bom ; and that the Holy Ghost was only an 
nee." For these tenets Photinus was repeatedly 
jmned, and in 351 he was deposed by a synod held 



I. Apol. I, 2, 58 ; Hist Ar. 26 ; 
24 : Soz. iii. 23 ; Pagi, iv. 478 ; 
106. Gibbon's doubts (ii. 224) 
ited by Dean Milman in his 
y MShler (ii. 82), and by Dr. 
ji in Ath. Tracts, 86. 
t. Ar. 24. 
lem. vi. 350. 

Epiphan. Haeres. Ixxi.-ii. ; Sui- 
ter. Hist. Sac. ii. 36-7 (Patrol, 
at. Alex. viii. Diss. 30 ; Walch, 
; Schrockh, vi. 187-8 ; Neand. 
vi. 431 ; Giesel. I. ii. 55-6 ; 
n on Ath. Orations, 114 ; Ha- 
254-5 • Hefele, i. 610, seqq. 
Monan (note on Ath. Orat. 502, 



seqq.), followed by Bp. Kaye (268-9), 
thinks that the so-called ' Fourth Ora- 
tion against the Arians' is chiefly 
meant against Marcellus and Photinus, 
although, as in the parallel case of 
Apollinarius (see the end of next chap- 
ter), St. Athanasius does not name his 
opponent. A document published by 
Montfaucon leads to the opinion that 
Marcellus, shortly before his death, 
recanted his errors, and was again ac- 
knowledged by St. Athanasius, who 
had excommunicated him (Hilar. 
Fragm. ii. 21). See Walch, iii. 254-5 > 
Hefele, i. 456-7 ; Stanley, 286. 
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in his own city.** About the same time many orthodox 
bishops were also ejected from their sees. Paul of Con- 
stantinople, who had recovered his bishoprick before or 
soon after the council of Sardica,? was* again 
driven out, and was carried off to Cucusus, a 
savage place in the lesser Armenia, where, after having 
been for some time deprived of food, he was strangled.'* 
Macedonius was intruded into the see, and behaved with 
such violence — ^branding, fining, banishing, and even 
putting to death, those who were opposed to him, both 
in Constantinople and in other places to which his 
power extended, — that the emperor himself found it 
necessary to remonstrate with him. The Novatianists, 
who had retained their orthodoxy as to the doctrines 
impugned by Arius, were exposed to the same persecu- 
tion with the catholics ; and when these were deprived 
of their own churches, they resorted to the three which 
the Novatianists possessed within the city. But, although 
a temporary connexion was thus established by the com- 
munity of suflfering, the principles of the sect prevented 
its permanent reconciliation with the church.*" 

On the 8th of September 351 a great battle was fought 
between the troops of Constantius and Magnentius near 
Mursa (now Essek), the episcopal city of Valens. During 
the engagement, Constantius was pra)dng in a church, 
with the bishop at his side ; and it is said that Valens, 
having learnt the defeat of the enemy by means of a chain 
of scouts, announced it as having been revealed to him 
by an angel. ^ By this artifice, or by some other means, 
Valens gained an influence over the emperor's mind, and 

° Ath. de Cone Arim. et Sel. 27 ; Acta SS., Jiin. 7. 

Pagi, iv. 478, 503 ; Walch, iii. 61-2 ; ' Soc. ii. 26-7, 38 ; Soz. iv. 2 ; Til- 

Giesel. I. ii. 55-6 ; Newman on Ath. lem. vi. 397-402. 

Orat. 160 ; Hefele, i. 618, seqq. *» Sulpic. Sev. Hist. Sac ii. 38 ; Gib- 

P Pagi, iv. 463 ; Tillem. xii. 257-8. bon, ii. 96, 213. 

*J Ath. Hist. At. 7; Vita S. Pauli, 
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he diligently used it for the furtherance of the opinions 
which he had for a time pretended to disown. Con- 
stantius was assailed with a multitude of charges against 
Athanasius. He was persuaded that the bishop was pro- 
ceeding tyrannically in Egypt and Libya against all who 
would not submit to him. Much was made of the fact 
that on his way to Alexandria, after his late exile, he had 
conferred ordination in dioceses where the bishops were 
opposed to his opinions.* It was said that he had caused 
the death of the younger Constantine ; that he had exas- 
perated Constans against Constantius; and — a charge 
which he repelled with especial horror and indignation — 
that he had corresponded with the murderer of Constans, 
the usurper Magnentius." 

Liberius, who in April 352 succeeded Julius as bishop 
of Rome,^ was immediately beset by complaints of the 
orientals against Athanasius ; but a letter from an Egyp- 
tian synod determined him to disregard them Aug. 10, 
as unfounded.y In the following year, how- 353- 
ever, the power of the Alexandrian bishop's enemies was 
increased by the final defeat of Magnentius, in conse- 
quence of which Constantius came into undisputed pos- 
session of the west. Their object now was to procure a 
condemnation of him from the western bishops, who, 
although sound in faith, were for the most part liable to 
be imposed on through their ignorance of the Greek 
theological subtleties, and through fear of their new sove- 
reign, by whom the matter was studiously represented as 
a personal question between himself and a refractory 

* Soz. iii. 21. Such a transgression There Is an improbable story, resting 
of the usual rules could only be justi- on a spurious letter in Hilary, Fragm. 
fied by necessity. See Bingham IV. iv., that Liberius at first took part' 
vi. 5. against Athanasius, and altered his 

" Ath. Apol. ad. Const, i, 2, 6, &c. ; policy on learning the true state of the 

Soc. ii. 26 ; Soz. iiu 21 ; iv. 2, 11. case. See Tillem. vi. 352 ; viii. 138- 

* Baron. 352. i ; Pagi, iv. 505. 140, 695-6 ; Dupin, ii. 75-6 ; Hefele, i. 
y Liber, ap. Hilar. Fragm. v. 2. 626 ; Broglie, iii. 233-5. 
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bishop/ A synod was held at Aries, where Liberius was 
represented by Vincent, bishop of Capua (perhaps the 
same who, as a presbyter, had been one of the Roman 
legates at Nicaea *), and by another Campanian bishop. 
The emperor insisted on the condemnation 
353- q£ Athanasius, and Vincent, on proposing, 
by way of compromise, that the opinions of Arius should 
at the same time be anathematized, was told that these 
were not then in question. The legate at length yielded 
and subscribed. Liberius, in deep distress on account 
of his representative's compliance, requested the emperor 
to call a free council for the investigation of the case ; 
and the Eusebians, although with very different objects, 
also pressed for the assembling of a council.^ The peti- 
tion thus urged from different quarters was granted, and 
in 355 about three hundred western bishops, with a few 
from the east, met at Milan. The sessions of the council 
were held in the palace, and its deliberations were over- 
awed by Constantius and his soldiers. An edict of Arian 
purport was read, the substance of which the emperor 
professed to have received by revelation ; and he dwelt 
on the success of his arms as a proof that the Divine 
blessing rested on his opinions. The attempts of some 
orthodox bishops to obtain an inquiry into the question 
of faith was met by Ursacius and Valens with a peremp- 
tory demand that they should join in the condemnation 
of Athanasius and should communicate with the dominant 
party; and the sentence was signed by all but three 
bishops, Eusebius of Vercelli, Lucifer of Cagliari, and 
Dionysius of Milan. To the objection that the acts 
required of the orthodox were unwarranted by the rules 
of the church, the emperor replied, " Whatever I will, let 
that be esteemed a canon ; for the bishops of Syria allow 

* Newman, 329 ; Neander, iv. 32. ^ nil. Fragm. v., vi. 34; Baron. 353. 

^ TiUem. v. 358. 18 ; TiUem. vi. 357-9. 
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ne to speak so."^ The three recusants were banished, 
many other bishops were sent into exile, and their places 
were filled with intruders, whose heterodoxy was their 
only qualification for the episcopate.*^ A general perse- 
cution was carried on for the purpose of enforcing con- 
formity to the emperor's will, while the orthodox cried 
out that the days of Nero and of Decius had returned. « 

There were still two important persons in the west to 
be gained by the victorious party — Liberius, conspicuous 
for his position, and Hosius, the " father of the bishops," ^ 
who had been a confessor under Maximin, had sat in the 
council of lUiberis half a century before, and had been 
president of the council of Sardica, — perhaps even of the 
great council of Nicaea.^ After some fruitless overtures 
had been made to Liberius, the influential chief of the 
eunuchs, Eusebius, was sent to Rome, for the purpose of 
tempting lym by offers and by threats ; and, as the bishop 
refused to wait on Constantius, he was forcibly carried 
off" from his city in the middle of the night. On his 
arrival at Milan, he was admitted to several interviews 
with the emperor, of whom he demanded that a council 
unrestrained by the imperial influence should be sum- 
moned to investigate the case of Athanasius. Con- 
stantius reproached him as being the only bishop who 
still adhered to the Egyptian primate, whose removal 
the emperor professed to regard as more important to 
himself than the victories which he had gained over 
Magnentius and other pretenders to the throne. Liberius 
was firm ; he refused the offer of three days for considera- 
tion ; and, on receiving sentence of banishment to Beroea, 

« Ath. Hist. Arian. iv. 8. 124 ; Kaye, no. 

* Soc. ii. 36 ; Ath. Hist. Ar. 33-4 ; « Hil. c. Constant. 7 ; Baron. 353, 

Eus. Vercell., Patrol, xii. 947, seqq. ; 17-23 ; Tillem. vi. 366-80 ; vii, 525, 

Sulp. Sev. Hist. Sac. ii. 39 ; Hard. i. 544 ; Gibbon, ii. 226-7. 

697-700 ; Baron. 355. 2, seqq. ; Tillem. ' Athan. Hist. Ar. 4a. 

vi. 362-3 ; viL 532, seqq. ; M5hler, ii. « See p. 289. 
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in Thrace,** he indignantly rejected large sums of money 
which were sent to him by the emperor, the empress, and 
the chief of the eunuchs, as contributions towards the 
expenses of his journey.* Hosius also withstood all 
attempts to shake his constancy, and, after having been 
kept under restraint a year, was banished to Sirmium> 
In the room of Liberius, the archdeacon Felix (who, 
however, is said by some authorities* to have been ortho- 
dox in faith) allowed himself to be consecrated by three 
foreign bishops, the chief of whom was Acacius of 
Caesarea, in Palestine.™ 

The Arians now thought themselves strong enough to 
proceed to the ejection of Athanasius. Several attempts 
were made to draw him away from his see by the use of 
the emperor's name ; but he refused to attend to any- 
thing short of a warrant as express as that which had 
authorized his restoration, or as the assurance, of protec- 
tion which Constantius had voluntarily given him after 
the death of Constans.** As the emperor was reluctant 
to grant such a warrant (apparently out of fear that it 
might provoke an insurrection of the Alexandrians and a 
stoppage of the com supplies on which Constantinople 
depended),® another course of proceeding was adopted. 
S}Tian, general of Egypt, who was charged to effect the 
A.D. 356, removal of the bishop, lulled him and his 

January, flock into security by promising to write to 
the emperor for distinct instructions, and about three 

•> A different place from that of the 62-3 ; Tillem. vi. 386-7. On the ques- 

same name in Acts xvii. Tillem. vi. tion whether Felix should be acknow- 

768. ledged in the Roman chiirch as pope 

* Ath. Hist. Ar. 35-7 ; Soz. iv. 11 ; and martyr, there is a curious story in 
Tillem. vi. 381-6 ; Gibbon, ii. 228. SchrSckh, viii. 105. See too Ciacon. 

^ Baron. 355; 61-8; MShler, ii. i. 246-8; Acta SS., Feb. 95, p. 506: 

130-3. Jul. 29, pp. 54, seqq. ; Milman, Lat. 

* As the author of the Pontificals, in Christ, i. 62 ; Hefele, i. 638. 
Murat. iii. 113, or Patrol, cxxviii. 31 ; " Ath. Apol. ad ConsL 19-97. 
Soz. ii. 7 ; and Theod. iv. xi. ^ Gibbon, ii. 229 ; Mihn. iii. 26. 

" Soc. ii. 37 ; Baron. 355. 55-7 ; 357. 
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weeks later proceeded to execute his purpose. In the 
night of the 9th of February, 356, as Athanasius with 
many of the Alexandrians was preparing for a celebration 
Df the eucharist by keeping vigil in the church of St. 
rheonas, the general, with 5000 soldiers and a mob of 
ftiiansj surrounded the building. The bishop, hearing 
:he noise without, calmly seated himself on his throne, 
md desired that the 136th Psalm should be sung — the 
vhole congregation joining in the response "For his 
cnercy endureth for ever." The soldiers forced the 
ioors, and a fearful confusion ensued. Many persons 
ivere trodden under foot, crushed to death, or pierced 
mth javelins ; the consecrated virgins were stripped and 
beaten ; the soldiers pressed onwards to the choir, and 
Athanasius was urged to save himself by flight. But he 
declared that he would not depart until his people were 
safe, and, rising, desired them to join in prayer, and to 
ivithdraw as quickly as possible. The bishop himself 
svas determined to remain to the last ; but as the danger 
became more urgent, the clergy, when the greater part of 
the congregation had escaped, closed round him, and 
carried him away, exhausted and in a swoon. The 
soldiery and the mob continued their outrages, and the 
ornaments of the church were plundered or defaced. 
The catholics of Alexandria addressed the emperor in a 
protest against the violence which had been committed ; 
but he replied by justifying Syrian, and ordering them to 
discover and give up Athanasius.P 

In the beginning of Lent, a new Arian bishop, named 
George, a Cappadocian, like his Arian predecessor Gre- 
gory, arrived at Alexandria. This intruder, although 
he was recommended in extravagant terms by imperial 

p Ath. Apol. ad Const. 24-30 : de Soie. iv. a ; Theod. Ui. 13 ; Pagi, iv. 
Fuga, 24 ; Hist. Arian. 81 ; Index to 558-61.* 
Fest. Lett. xxii. ; Soc. ii. 24, 28 ; 

VOL. I. 21 
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letters,** is described by the catholic writers as a man 
who had behaved discreditably in low secular employ- 
ments ; rude, illiterate, and disdaining even to put on an 
outward show of piety/ The reproach of gross igno- 
rance is hardly consistent with the fact of his possessing 
a library so rich both in Christian and in heathen literature, 
that after his death it excited the interest of the emperor 
Julian ;■ but the other charges are confirmed by the testi- 
mony of the pagan Ammianus Marcellinus ; indeed George, 
by his exactions, became no less odious to the pagans than 
he was to the orthodox.' Supported by the civil power, 
he raged against the catholics of every class — ^bishops, 
clergy, monks, virgins, and laity — plundering, scourging, 
mutilating, banishing, and committing to the mines. 
Some bishops died in consequence of the cruelties which 
were inflicted on them. One renegade, who joined the 
usurper's party, submitted to re-ordination. After a 
time George was driven out by his people, and took 
refuge with the emperor; but he returned with ampler 
powers, and made himself more detested than ever." 

The aged Hosius, worn out by exile, imprisonment, 
privation, and even torture, at length gave way, and in 
357 subscribed at Sirmium a heterodox creed, of which 
it was even pretended that he was the author ; but he did 
not, apparently, sign the condemnation of Athanasius. 
By this submission he recovered his see ; and he died 
shortly after at the age of a hundred or upwards. Athana- 
sius, who speaks of him with tenderness and pity, states 
that on his death-bed he protested against the violence to 
which he had been subjected, and abjured the errors to 
which he had yielded a forced assent.* 

*i Ath. Apol. ad. Const. 30. Ixxvi. i. 

' Greg. Na2. Orat. xxi. 16 ; Baron. ■ Ath. Apol. dfe Fuga, 6-7 ; Soz. iv. 

356. 14: Gibbon, ii. 321 ; MShler, ii. 161. 10, 30 ; Theod. ii. 14 ; Newman on Ath. 

• Julian. Epp. 9, 36. f Orat. 134 ; Kaye, 135-6. 

* Amm. Marc. xxii. 11; Epiphan. » Ath. Apol. c. Arian. 89 ; Hist.Ar« 
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5 fall of Hosius was speedily followed by that of 
ius. In April 357, Constantius visited Rome, 

no emperor had been seen since 326. A number 
lies of rank, after having in vain endeavoured to 
ide their husbands to undertake the office of inter- 
n, waited on him with a petition for the recall of 
ius. Constantius answered that the bishop might 
L if he could agree with his brethren of the court 

and proposed that he and Felix should jointly 
n the church. This compromise, on being an- 
:ed in the circus, was received with a derisive cry, 
t would suit well with the factions into which the 
inters of that place were divided — that each of the 
rs might have a bishop for its head ; and the whole 
bly burst into a shout, " One God, one Christ, one 
p!"y But in the following winter Liberius, weary 

Thragian exile, entreated in abject terms that he 

be recalled. He professed to concur heartily with 

ius, Valens, and their oriental partisans ; he appeared 

greedy of humiliation in disavowing his former 

)ns ; and, after subscribing an Arian or Semiarian 

,* he was allowed to return to Rome. Felix was 



es. in Soc. iii. 31 ; Tillem. vi. 

^I7 ; vii. 317 ; Neand. iv. 65 ; 

14. A story as to the end of 

told by the Luciferians Mar- 

and Faustinus (Libell. Pre- 

Patrol. xiii.), seems fabulous. 

Dor of Mariana (Madrid, 1817, 

>), in his national zeal, denies 

)f the great Spanish bishop. 

iv. II. See Faustin. et Mar- 

sf. ad Libell. i (Patrol, xiii. 

ib. Pontif. (ib. cxxviii. 30); 

, Lat. Christ, i. 63-4. 

Fragm. vi. 4-10. Some Ro- 

as Baronius (357. 43-53), en- 

to make it appear that the 

hich he signed was the first 

(Hard. i. 701) — the production 

^od which condemned Photi- 



nus in 351 — a form which was not 
heretical. Tillemont (vi. 772-4), Fleury 
(xiii. 46), Ddllinger (i. 83), and Bishop 
Kaye (113), incline to this opinion — 
Tillemont avowedly on the ground of 
charity, and the bishop with some mis- 
givings. Its improbability is shown by 
SchrOckh (vi. 138), and Neander (iv. 
65). Neander says that the creed was 
certainly not the first creed of Sirmium ; 
that it »«ayhave been the third (Hard, 
i. 709) — see below, p. 328, which con- 
demned both the homcb'tision and the 
homoumsion; but that it was most 
likely the second (ib. 705) — the same 
which Hosius had signed. Petavius 
holds that it was a creed different from 
any of those which are given by Atha- 
nasius (De Trin. I. ix. 5). Dupin (ii. 
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expelled, not without bloodshed between the parties of 
the rival bishops, according to some accounts ; and the 
remaining eight years of his life were spent in peaceful 
obscurity.* 

Arianism appeared to be everywhere triumphant ; but 
in this time of triumph internal differences, which had 
hitherto been concealed, began to show themselves 
openly.** 

(i.) It had been the policy of the Arians or Eusebians 
to veil their heresy by abstaining from any distinct decla- 
ration on the most critical points, and putting forth 
professions which in themselves were sound, although 
short of the full catholic belief And now an unexpected 
result of this system appeared : the formulas which had 
been intended speciously to cover the heterodoxy of 
their framers had in the course of years trained up a 
party which honestly held them, without the errors which 
the more advanced Arians had been careful to keep in 
reserve. The Semiarians or homo/busians ^ (as they are 



77) and Mohler (ii. 204) consider the 
matter doubtful. Rohrbacher (vi. 429- 
3a, 438-9X following some earlier 
writers of his church (see Schr5ckh, vi. 
J 39). boldly denies the pope's lapse 
altogether! See Newman on Ath. 
Orat. 161-2 ; Broglie, iii. 386-8. Hefele 
thinks that the Fragments are not by 
Hilary, and that the Letters there as- 
cribed to Liberius are spurious ; but 
that Liberius is proved to have shown 
some weakness by the testimony of 
Athanasius(Hist. Arian. ad Monachos, 
4x), Jerome (de W. Illustr. 97 ; Chron. 
A.D. 352), and others. He supposes 
the creed signed by him to have been 
the third of Sirmium, and that he gave 
up only the viwrti " co-essential," not 
the doctrine, i. 658, seqq. 

• Soz. iv. IS ; Theod. ii. 17 ; Faust, 
et Marcell. Praef. i. a. "The adhe- 
rents of Felix," says Gibbon (ii. 237), 
"were inhumanly murdered in the 



streets, in the public places, in ^^ 
baths, and even in the diurdies : 9Di 
the face of Rome, upon the return of ^ 
Christian bishop, renewed the horrid 
image of the massacres of Marius and 
the proscriptions of Scylla." Soiomen 
(iv. X1-X5) and Sulpictus Sevenis(Hist- 
Sac. ii. 39), mention tumults and blood- 
shed before the restoraticm of Liberius : 
but Gibbon's statement, although made 
in such terms as if the matter had never 
been questioned, rests on no better 
authority than that of the Pontificals 
(Patrol, cxxviii. 31), which is allowed 
to be worthless. See Labbe, C(mciiia, 
"• 739-40 ; TillenL vi. 437-8 ; Bower, 
i. 141 ; Milman, Lat. Christ, i. 64. 

•> Rufin. i. as ; Tillem. vii. 411 ; 
SchrOckh, vi. 140 ; Neand. iv. 58-9 ; 
Kaye, 123. 

« From Voiot/o-ios, "of like essence 
or substance." 
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Styled) believed that the Son was " like in all things " to 
the Father ; that his essence was like that of the Father 
— differing from it only in not being identical with it ; 
that he was truly a Son, begotten beyond time and before 
all worlds.^ Eusebius of Caesarea was the precursor of 
Semiarianism ; but its appearance as the distinctive doc- 
trine of a party did not take place until long after his 
death. There was much of personal respectability 
and of piety among the Semiarians. Athanasius and 
Hilary speak of them as brethren — ^being willing to 
believe that they were not really heterodox, but only 
scrupled at the use of the word " co- essential," as ap- 
parently savouring of Sabellianism, and as having been 
condemned in Paul of Sampsata. To this party — of 
which Basil of Anc)rra and George of Laodicea were 
the leaders — the majority of the eastern bishops now 
belonged.^ 

(2.) On the other hand, Arianism for the first time 
came forth without disguise in the doctrines of Aetius 
and his pupil Eunomius/ The former, a man of very 
low origin, who in early life had been a goldsmith, was 
ordained deacon by Leontius of Antioch,^ and was after- 
wards deposed by him. Aetius is described as notorious 
for his disputatious character. His early education had 
been scanty ; but at a later time he acquired fi*om a philo- 
sopher of Alexandria a knowledge of geometry and dia- 
lectics, and, without having any proper acquaintance with 
ecclesiastical learning, he insisted on applying the rules 
of these sciences as the measure of religious truth.^ 

«* Newman on Arianism, 317-19. Synod. 33-4, 54— in the latter place, 
« Ath. de Synod. 41 ; Hil. de Synod. with reference to the Semiarians. 
76-91 ; Soz. iii. 13 ; iv. 19; Schrdckh, ' Basil, c. Eunom. i. i. 
vi. 109-12 ; Mehler, ii. 230 ; Newman, « Philostorg. iii. 15, 17 \ Fragm. ap. 
318-20 ; n. on Ath. Orat. 17, 63, 103, Suidam, in Patrol. Ixv. 629. This 
129, 138 ; Kaye, 108, 132. Athanasius writer, being himself an anomoean, ex- 
argues strongly against scrupling at tols Aetius. 
terms when the belief is the same. De ^ Epiphan. IxxvL 2. 
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Aetius unflinchingly carried out the principles of Arian- 
ism to their conclusions, so as to offend and annoy the 
more cautious of its professors, who spoke Of him as 
*'the godless."* He maintained that the Son, as being a 
creature, was necessarily unlike the Father, not only in 
substance but in will ;^ and from this tenet his party got 
the name of anomxans} Eunomius, who attained to the 
bishoprick of Cyzicum,™ went still further in the same 
direction. Although he professed to refer to Scripture, 
his system was not founded on it, but was merely a work 
of reasoning. It was purely intellectual, excluding all 
reference to the affections. He discarded the idea of 
mystery in religion ; he held that God knows no more of 
his own nature than man may know of it ; that the Son 
resembles the Father in nothing but his working ; that 
the Holy Spirit was created by the Son. He denied all 
sacramental influences, and — unlike Arius, who was him- 
self a man of rigid life — he opposed everything like 
asceticism.** 

(3.) Between the Anomoeans and the Semiarians stood 
the crafty, secular, and unscrupulous party which was 
now called after Acacius, the successor of Eusebius in 
the see of Csesarea.*' Agreeing in principles with the 
anomoeans, they by turns favoured them when it was safe, 



• Epiphan. Ixxvi. 3. 

''lb. 2 ; Soc. ii. 35 ; Soz. iv. 12 ; 
Theod. ii. 24 ; Newman, 360-1 ; n. on 
Ath. Orat. 3, 11 ; Kaye, 130. 

* From di'6/iOtos, unlike. 
°* Philostorg. V. 3; 

" Eunom. ap. Basil, adv. Eunom. i. 
23 ; ii. I, 32-3 ; Philostorg. vi. i ; viii. 
18 (where Eunomius is celebrated for 
the clearness of his teaching) ; Rufin. 
i. 25 : Theodoret. Har. iv. 3, p. 227 ; 
Epiph. Ixxvi. 4.; Philastrius adv. Hae- 
reses, 68 (Patrol, xii. 7) ; Soc. iv. 7 ; 
Suicer, s. v. Eui^o/uos ; Schrockh, vi. 
122-32 ; Neand. iv. 50 ; vi. 420 ; New- 



man, 363 ; Hefele, i. 647-50. The 
anomoean views were combated by both 
the Gregories, as well as by Basil 
(Greg. Naz: Orat. 27-31 ; Greg. Nyss. 
tt. i., iii.) The Eimomians are said to 
have been the first to introduce single 
instead of trine immersion in baptism. 
They had some strange baptismal rites, 
and re-baptized converts not only from 
Catholicism, but from other forms of 
Arianism. Soz. vi. 26 ; Philostorg. x. 
4 ; Epiph. Ixxvi. p. 992 ; Theod. Hacr. 
iv. 3, p. 236. 
^ Epiph. Ixxiii. 27 ; Kaye, 108. 
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and disavowed them when it would have been incon- 
venient to show them countenance ; and for a time they 
endeavoured to conceal the difference between them- 
selves and the Semiarians as to the essence (ovala) of 
the Son by proscribing the term as unscriptural, and as 
having been the source of trouble to the church, p The 
emperor's own opinions were Semiarian ; but the policy 
of Acacius and the personal influence of Valens counter- 
balanced his doctrinal convictions.^ 



Leontius, who had been appointed bishop of Antioch 
on the deprivation of Stephen in 349,"^ and had endea- 
voured to preserve peace in his church by an equivoca- 
ting policy," died in the end of 357. On being informed 
of his death, Eudoxius, bishop of Germanicia, who was 
in attendance on the emperor in the west, requested 
leave to go into Syria under false pretences, and got pos- 
session of the vacant see. The favour which the new 
bishop openly showed to Aetius provoked 
the Semiarians to hold a council at Ancyra, 
where they condemned the anomcean doctrine and the 
second creed of Sirmium;*^ and tlieir decisions were rati- 
fied by the emperor, who, at their desire, resolved to 
summon a general council for the final settlement of the 



A.D. 358. 



P See the second creed of Sinnium 
in Hil. de Synodis, ii ; Neand. iv. 64- 
5. Acacius said that the Son was 
•• like " the Father— not " like in sub- 
stance." ^ewman on Ath. Orat. 7. 

1 Petav. de Trin. I. xii. 1-3 ; New- 
man, 459 ; Giesel. I. ii. 58. 

' See p. 313. 

' In illustration of this we are told 
that in the doxology, where the Arians 
chanted " Glory be to the Father, by 
the Son, in the Holy Ghost," while the 
catholics adhered to the ancient form, 
the bishop sang in such a manner that 
his words could not be made out until 



he came to that part in which all 
agreed : and that, pointing to his white 
hairs, he used to say — "When this 
snow melts, there will be much mud," 
— ^meaning that his death would be the 
signal for commotions. (Soz. iii. 20.) 
The second of these stories is strangely 
misapplied by Jeremy Taylor, (vol. 
viii. 356, ed. Eden)— perhaps through 
a confusion with a similar saying as- 
cribed to the French statesman L'Hos- 
pital. See Martin, Hist, de France, 

ix. 30I. 

* See above, p. 333, note '. 
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questions which had so long distracted the church." On 
this the Acacians took the alarm, and, fearing that both 
catholics and Semiarians might unite to condemn them, 
they fell on the expedient of dividing the council, in the 
hope that they might be able to manage its separate 
portions. Their arguments as to the difficulties and the 
expense of bringing bishops from all parts of his domi- 
nions to one place were successful with Constantius. It 
was resolved that the western branch of the church should 
be cited to Rimini, and the eastern to Nicaea ; and that 
ten deputies from each division should afterwards meet 
in the presence of the emperor.^ 

About four hundred and fifty bishops assembled at 
Rimini in May 359, under the presidency (as is sup- 
posed) of Restitutus, bishop of Carthage.^ A creed, 
drawn up by some Acacians and Semiarians at a previous 
meeting, and known as the Third Creed of Sirmium, 
was offered to the council by Valens and Ursacius. It 
proscribed the term essence as unscriptural and liable to 
misapprehension, and declared the Son to be " like the 
Father in all things, as the Holy Scriptures say and 
teach." The Acacians hoped that the catholics would 
be drawn to subscribe by taking these words according 
to their most obvious sense, while for themselves they 
interpreted them as meaning like in all things to. ivhich 
Scripture extends the likeness; ^ but the bishops, although 
for the most part unskilled in theological subtleties, were 
animated by a strong distrust of the party^ and declared 
that the Nicehe creed was sufficient. Ursacius, Valens, 
and four others were excommunicated for refusing to 

" Hil. de Synod. 12, seqq. ; Soc. ' Hefele, i. 678. 

ii. 36 ; Soz. iv. 12-14 : Pagi, iv. 626 ; ■ Ath. de Synod: 8 ; Newman, n. on 

Tillem. vi. 422-3, 431-3, 775 : Giesel. Ath. Orat. 83, 163 ; Soc. iL 36 ; Soz. iv. 

I. ii. 59-60 ; Newman on Ath. Orat. 17 ; Tillem. vi. 444-5 ; Neand. iv. 67-8 ; 

162-3. Kaye, 23. The explanation of the 

* Soz. iv. 16-17 J Thcod. ii. 26 ; evasion is not uniform. 
Neand. iv. 66-7 ; Newman, 366-7. 
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t ;* and deputies of each party were sent off to the 
ror, with a request that no innovation on the faith 
: be attempted, and that the members of the coun- 
ight be allowed to return to their homes. Constan- 
vho was on the point of setting out for the seat of 
i^ersian war, deferred seeing the envoys until his 
), on the ground that his mind was so occupied 
Jitical business as to be unfit for the due considera- 
of Divine things. During his absence, the repre- 
tives of the council, who were detained at Nice in 
:e, were practised on by his courtiers ;^ and thus 
I time they were drawn into signing the same creed 
I had been offered for acceptance at Rimini, but 
red more objectionable by the omission of the 
; " in all things." In the meantime, their brethren 
lad remained at Rimini were sedulously plied with 
lents from the emperor's character and intentions, 
the desirableness of peace, the inexpediency of 
ading about (as was said) a mere question of words, 
opelessness of bringing the orientals to adopt the 
c(hessential, Valens, by way of dissipating their 
ions, uttered anathemas which seemed to be alto- 
• irreconcilable with Arianism ; and at length, 
jd by solicitations, desirous to return to their homes 
; winter, and deluded as to the meaning of their 
hey also subscribed the formula which was pre- 
1 to them.*^ " The whole world," says St. Jerome, 
,ned, and was astonished to find itself Arian." On 
ing to their dioceses, the bishops began to under- 

X. Fragm. vii. 3-4 ; Soc. ii. 36 ; superiores exstiterunt" Hist. Sac. ii. 

17. 41. 

ucius Severus says that the « Athan. ad Afros, 3 ; Hilar. Fragm. 

chosen by the orthodox were vii.-ix. ; Rufin. L 21 ; Soc. ii. 36-7 ; 

am, wanting in learning and Soz. iv. 19 ; Tillem. vi. 456 ; Schrdckh, 

)n, while those of the Arians vi. 149-53 '» Mdhlcr, ii. 211-12 ; New- 

fty and able old men, "veneno man, 373-4; Kaye, 126-31. 
imbuti, qui apud regem facile 
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Stand the import of their submission. Many of them 
then repudiated the creed which they had signed, and 
\\TOte letters of sympathy to Athanasius.* 

The place of the eastern council's meeting had been 
transferred from Nicaea to Nicomedia ; but in conse- 
quence of an earthquake, by which that city was reduced 
to ruins, a further change became necessary, and Seleu- 
cia, the capital of Isauria, was eventually fixed on.® The 
whole number of bishops who attended was about a 
hundred and sixty, of whom a hundred and five were 
Semiarians, thirty-five Acacians, and the rest orthodox.^ 
The last of these parties was composed of Eg}'ptians, 
together with Hilary, bishop of Poitiers, one of the most 
powerful champions of the catholic faith, who had been 
banished into Phrygia in the year 356, and 
ep • 359- ^2^g j^Q^ summoned to take part in the deli- 
berations of his eastern brethren .« The Acacians, find- 
ing themselves outnumbered, attempted under various 
pretences to break up the assembly ; and the dissensions 
which arose were so violent that the imperial commis- 
sary, Leonas, found himself obliged to dissolve it. The 
majority signed the " creed of the dedication ;^ the Aca- 
cians condemned both homoousion (of the same essence) 
and homoiousmi (of like essence) as inexpedient, and 
anathematized the term anomoion (unlike).* Both Semi- 
arians and Acacians sent off deputies to the court ; and, 
although Constantius agreed in opinion with the Semi- 



•* Hieron. c. Lucif. i8, 19 ; Hil. 
Fragm. xi., xii. 2-3. Liberius, who was 
not present at the council, is said to 
have recovered himself by a strenuous 
opposition to its creed. Baron. 359. 
46-8 ; Tillem. vi. 464. 

« Philostorg. iv. 10 ; Newman, n. on 
Ath. Orat. 73. 

f Hil. ad Const. 12 ; Soc. ii. 39 ; Soz. 
iv. 22 ; Tillem. vi. 466-7 ; Newman, 368, 
and n. on Ath. Orat. 88. The general 



proportions are alike in the several 
accounts, although with differences of 
detail. 

« SchrSckh, xiL 61, 308 ; Neand iv. 
53-4 ; MShlcr, ii. 134-5. 

^ See above, p. 310. 

* Hard. i. 724 ; Soc. ii. 39-40 ; Tillem. 
vi. 493-3. Hilary says that they did 
this on finding that *' men's ears could 
not endure words of such impiety " as 
anomoion. See Contra Constant 14. 
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arians, and the council had been convened for the pur- 
pose of estabHshing their ascendency, the Acacians, by 
contriving to be the first to reach him, succeeded in 
winning his ear.^ A council was held at Constantinople 
in the emperor's presence, where each party preferred 
charges against its opponents. Aetius was deposed from 
the diaconate, being given up by the Acacians as a 
scapegoat, while, on the other hand, Basil of Ancyra and 
other Semiarians were deposed and banished as insubor- 
dinate.^ It was ordered that the creed of Rimini should 
be signed everywhere, and all who refused compliance 
were treated with severity."^ 

Macedonius, bishop of Constantinople, had rendered 
himself obnoxious to the Acacian party by showing an 
inclination towards the Semiarians.^ It was 
therefore resolved to get rid of him ; and in ^P • 3 • 
order to his removal, advantage was taken of the empe- 
ror's displeasure, which had been justly excited by the 
bishop's violent proceedings,® and was now swelled by a 
fresh offence. As the church in which the body of the 
great Constantine had been deposited — hastily and 
unsubstantially erected, like the buildings of the new 
capital in general p — was already likely to fall, Macedo- 
nius removed the coffin to another church ; and Constan- 
tius was irritated, both by his presuming to take such a 
step without the imperial permission, and because the 
factions of Constantinople had made the removal the 
occasion for a serious disturbance.^ The bishop was 
therefore deposed on various charges of misconduct (for 
the Acacians, out of fear lest the emperor's sympathy 

•^ Hil. c. Const. 15 ; SchrSckh, vi. " Greg. Naz. Orat, xxi. 23-4 ; Kaye, 

164 ; Neand. iv. 70. 130-1. 

* Hard. i. 724-8 ; Soz. iv. 24 ;Theod. " Philostorg. iv. 9. 

ii. 27. For the later history of Aetius ® See p. 316. 

and Eunomius see Philostorg. iv. 12, p Zosim. ii. 32 ; Hope on Architec- 

V. 3, vii. 6, etc., and the article ^ <»/««* turc, 1x3. 

in Herzog. 1 Soc. ii. 38 ; Soz. iv. 21. 
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should be excited, were careful to avoid the question of 
doctrine in their proceedings against the Semiarians); 
and Eudoxius of Antioch was appointed his successor,' 
while the bishoprick of Antioch was bestowed by a coun- 
cil on Meletius, formerly bishop of Sebaste, a man of 
high reputation, who had until then been 
reckoned among the Arian party.* Meletius, 
it is said, on taking possession of his new see, at first 
confined his preaching to practical subjects ; but when 
he had thus gained some hold on his flock, hejjegan 
openly to teach the Nicene doctrine.* For this the 
council, which was still sitting," deposed and banished 
him within thirty days after his installation, and in his 
room appointed Euzoius, formerly a deacon of Alexan- 
dria, who had been the associate of Arius in the early 
stages of the heresy.* Ever since the deprivation of 
Eustathius, an orthodox party had been -kept up within 
the church of Antioch, notwithstanding the Arianism of 
the bishops. This party now formed a separate com- 
munion, which regarded Meletius as its head ; but the 
old Eustathians, who had throughout stood aloof, refused 
to communicate with them, on the ground that Meletius 
had received his appointment from Arians, and that his 
followers had been baptized into heresy.^ ^ 

The council of Antioch set forth an undisguisedly 
anoraoean creed, declaring the Son to have been created 



' See. ii. 42-3. 

■ Epiph. Ixxiii. 35 ; Soz. iv, 28 ; Til- 
lem. vi. 517-19. It is a high testimony 
to the character of Meletius, that 
neither his orthodox nor his Arian op- 
ponents ever bring against him any of 
those moral imputations with which all 
parties were accustomed to assail their 
adversaries. Walch, iv. 429. 

t See. ii. 44. Theodoret (ii. 31) tells 
the story differently, and its truth is 
questioned by TiUemont (viii. 346 and 



note). See Epiph. IxxiiL 28 ; Philo- 
storg. V. 5 ; Walch, iv. 432-3 ; Mohler, 
ii. 216 ; Kaye, 139. 

° Pagi (v. 12-13), says that there 
were two councils within a very short 
time : that Constantius was not at that 
which appointed Meletius, but was 
probably at that which deposed him. 

* See p. 296 ; Walch, iv. 435-8. 

y Soc iL 44. According to some 
writers, £\istathius was still alive. See 
p. 297- 
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out of nothing, and to be unlike the Father both in 
substance and in will.' St. Athanasius reckons this as 
the eleventh creed to which the variations of Arianisra 
had given birth;* Tilleraont makes it the eighteenth.'' 
Amidst such a continual manufacture of new standards 
of doctrine, it was no wonder that the heathens derided 
the Christians as having still to learn in what their faith 
consisted.'^ 

The reign of Constantius was now near its end. The 
Caesar Julian had been proclaimed Augustus by his 
troops in Gaul, and had adva.nced far towards the eastern 
capital Constantius set out to meet hira, but was 
arrested by illness at Mopsucrenje, in Cilicia, where he 
died on the 3rd of November 361, at the age of forty- 
four, and in the twenty-fifth year of his reign, A short 
time before his death, but whether at Antioch or at 
Mopsucreoae is uncertain, he was baptized by the Arian 
bishop of Antioch.'' 



CHAPTER III 

JULIAN. 

A.D. 361-363- 




I. Immediately after the death of the great Constan- 
tine, the soldiery at Constantinople com- 
mitted a massacre among the princes of his " ' 
house. With the exception of his three sons — of whom 



' Ath-< 


JeSynodis. 


'lb. J. 


; PhiUnton 




.0. 36. : T 
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two were at a distance, while Constantius was even sup- 
posed to have instigated the murderers* — the only sur- 
vivors of the imperial family were two children of the 
late emperor*s half-brother, Julius Constantius, who 
himself had been one of the victims. Gallus was spared 
because his sickly constitution seemed to preclude the 
apprehension of future danger from him ; his half-brother 
Julian, who was only six years of age, is said to have 
been saved and concealed in a church by Mark, bishop 
of Arethusa.^ 

The early education of these brothers was superin- 
tended by Eusebius of Nicomedia, who was distantly 
related to the younger prince's mother.^ When Julian 
had reached the age of fifteen, they were 
' ' ^ ' removed to Macellae, near Caesarea, in Cap- 
padocia. They lived in the palace of the old Cappado- 
cian kings, and were treated in a manner suitable to 
their rank, yet were kept in a seclusion which had the 
nature of imprisonment. They were trained in a strict 
routine of religious observances ; they were even admitted 
into the order of readers, and officiated in the service of 
the church.*^ After five years had been thus spent by 
the young princes, the attention of Constantius was 
especially directed to them by the circumstance that the 
murder of Constans had left them the only male heirs 
of the imperial family. Gallus was appointed Caesar, 




* Socrates (ii. s) says that Constan- 
tius did not give the order, but also did 
not prevent the massacre. See Tillem. 
Emp. iv. 314 ; Gibbon, ii. 78, 103. M. 
de Beugnot ^ 131-6) thinks that it was 
an outbreak of paganism. Niebuhr 
(Vortr. ed. Isler, iii. 303) says that we 
are in the dark as to the matter, and 
that Constantius, who was obnoxious 
both to catholics and to pagans, has 
probably been too imfavourably repre- 
saated. 



b Greg. Naz. Orat, iv. 91 ; Soc. iil 
I ; S02. v. I ; Gibbon, ii. 103, 316. 
Julian was bom Nov. 6, 331 or 332. 
Gibbon; u. 270. 

^ Anun. Marc. xxii. 9. 

d Julian, ad Athenienses, p. 271, cdL 
Spanheim, Lips. 1696: Greg. Kaz. 
Orat. iv. 23 ; S02. v. i ; Gibbon, i. 
285-6. Gregory of Naxiannim hijgUy 
extols Constantius for his kindDess 
towards the young princes. 22, 35, seqq. 
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was married to a widowed daughter of the great Coh- 
stantine, and was established at Antioch, 
while his brother was allowed to study at * • ^5 • 
Constantinople. But as the popularity which Julian gained 
there excited the emperor's jealousy, he was soon ordered 
to Nicomedia, where he endeavoured to disarm the sus- 
picions of Constantius by shaving his head and living 
like a monk.® In the end of the year 354, Gallus, who 
had displayed both violence and incapacity in his new 
elevation, was removed from his government, and was 
put to death by order of Constantius.' At the same 
time Julian was summoned from Ionia to the court at 
Milan, where he was detained in a state of suspense for 
seven months ; but at length, through the influence of 
the empress Eusebia, who steadily befriended him,K he 
obtained leave to attend the schools of Athens.^ 

The Persians on the east, and the barbarian nations 
on the north, obliged Constantine to seek a.d. 355- 
for assistance in the government of the 360. 
empire. Julian was therefore declared Caesar in Novem- 
ber 355. He received in marriage the hand of the 
emperor's sister Helena, and at the suggestion of Euse- 
bia, who represented him as a harmless, studious youth, 
who would either bring credit to the emperor by success, 
or would deliver him from uneasiness by meeting with 
death,* he was sent to undertake the government of 
Gaul. Although his life had hitherto been that of a 
student, he soon distinguished himself by his ability both 
in war and in civil administration.^ But his relations 
with Constantius were of no friendly kind : the emperor 
openly decried and ridiculed him, thwarted and crippled 

• ® Soz, V. I ; Br glie, iii. 2ii, 3-6. h Amm. Marc. xiv. 2. 

f Amm. Marcell. xiv. i, 7, 11. i Zosim. iii. i ; Eunap. Vita Maximi, 

8 Jul. ad Athen. pp. 273-6. But she p, 476, ed. Boissonade, Par. 1849. 

opposed lus elevation to the Caesarship. 1^ Zosim. xvi. i, seqq. ; Gibbon, ii. 

Amm. Marc. xv. 8. 110-13. 
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him in his administration, and assumed the credit of his 
victories.^ The army murmured because its commander 
was not furnished with the means of bestowing the usual 
donatives ;™ and this discontent was at length swollen to 
a height by an order which Julian received when in 
winter-quarters at Paris," in April 360. On being in- 
formed that their general was required to despatch the 
strength of his troops to the Persian frontier, the soldiers 
rose in mutiny ; and, notwithstanding a show of resist- 
ance to their wishes, which was perhaps not wholly sin- 
cere, the Caesar was hailed as Augustus, was raised aloft 
on a buckler, and was crowned with a circlet formed of 
the chain by which the standard-bearers ° of the legions 
were distinguished* p Eusebia and Helena, whose media- 
tion might-have prevented a breach between the imperial 
kinsmen, were both lately dead. Julian's proposals for 
a division of the empire were scornfully rejected ; and, 
after some fruitless negotiation, he resolved to march 
against Constantius.^J Carrying out a brilliant conception 
with an energy which triumphed over all difficulties, he 
penetrated through the Black Forest to the Danube, 
Nov. 3, embarked his army on the great river, and 
361. landed at a point within a few miles of Sir- 
mium/ He had already become master of almost all 
the west, when the death of Constantius saved the 
empire from the miseries of a civil war. 

The policy of Constantius towards paganism had been, 
on the whole, a continuation of his father's. Laws are 

1 Jul. ad Athen, pp. 277-83 ; Amm. Julian's * Misopogon/ p. 340. Zosimus 

Marc xvii. 9-10 ; Gibbon, ii, 129-30, styles it a woKixvyt of Gennany. iii. 9. 
251. Niebuhr, however, refers the ° "Draconarii." See Ducange, s. v. 

measures of jealousy to court intrigues, P Amm. Marc, xx, 4-5 ; Niebuhr, iii. • 

of which he supposes Constantius pro- 308. 
bably innocent. Vortr. iii. 307. q Zosim. iii. 2. 

'" Amm. Marc. xvii. 9. r Jul. ad Ath. 284-6 ; Amm. Marc. 

" For a description of Paris, see xx. 8 ; xxi. 9-15 ; Gibbon, ii. 251-66. 
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found which forbid sacrifice and idolatry even on pain of 
death;* and under Julian the pagan orators complamed 
of severities exercised against their religion in the late 
reign.* It is, however, certain that the more rigorous 
laws, even if they were actually published at the time, 
were not generally acted on." Paganism was still largely 
cherished, especially among the aristocracy of the older 
capital, among the philosophical and literary class, and 
among the peasantry.* Its rites appear to have been 
fi-eely practised, even by persons in authority.^ The 
first Christian emperor was, like his predecessors, en- 
rolled among the gods. Constantius retained the style 
of Pontifex Maximus; on his visit to Rome in 357, he 
showed respect to the old religion, and even made 
appointments to priestly offices ;^ and although he was 
unremitting in his hostility to the arts of astrology and 
divination, it was on account of their dangerous political 
character.* Some temples were given up for Christian 
purposes, or were bestowed on favourites of the court ; 
but there were enactments against destroying temples 
and defacing heathen monuments.^ The doctrinal con- 
troversies of the time diverted the attention of the Chris- 
tians from paganism, while they also rendered each party 
unwilling to provoke the multitude which was without 
the church.*^ It was in vain that some of the more 



* Cod. Theod. XVI. x. 4. 6. Sec 
Broglie, iii. 365-6. 

< Soz. iii. 17 ; Pagi in Baron, iv. 40X : 
Schrdckh, vi. 8-zo ; Beugnot, i. 245. 

° Gibbon, iL 246-7 ; Beugnot, i. 
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» Beugnot, i. 151. The name of 
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by way of anticipation, began probably 
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intemperate Christian writers ^mong whom Firaiicus 
Materaus* is the most noted, attempted to urge the 
government to more vigorous measures for the suppres- 
sion of idolatry.® 

Before setting out on his expedition, Julian, although 
he still kept up the outward appearance of Christianity, 
placed himself under the guardianship of the "Immortal 
Gods," and propitiated them with copious sacrifices.^ 
Even after having advanced as far as Vienne, he cele- 
brated the festival of the Epiphany ;« but before reaching 
Thrace, he threw oflf all disguise, and openly professed 
himself a pagan.^ It is not difficult to understand the 
motives of this defection, on account of which the 
epithet apostate has become the usual accompaniment of 
his name. His Christian training, with its formal and 
constrained devotion, had been so conducted that it could 
hardly have failed to alienate a mind like his — quick, 
curious, restless, and vain. His desire of knowledge had 
been thwarted in its direction \ in his earlier years he had 
been forbidden to seek instruction from those heathens 
who were most celebrated as professors of rhetoric ;* and 
the prohibition had lent a charm to their opinions. Filled 
with an enthusiastic admiration for the heroes and sages 
of heathenism, he was imable to understand the dignity 
of Christian meekness and endurance;^ and, moreover, 
he had come to estimate the system in which he had 
been educated by the imperfections of those around him, 
while heathenism appeared to him in ideal brightness, as 
embodied in the lives of its worthies — as connected with 

* See, for example, his work, * De , f Amm. Marc. xxi. 1 ; xxii. i ; JuL 
Errore profanarum Religionum/ cc. 17, ad Athen. a86. 

29, 30. Nothing is known of bis life ; ^ Amm. Marc. xxi. 3. 

Bp. Munter dates the work about 348, ^ Jul. ad Athen. pp. 386-7 : Gibbon, 

Patrol, xii. 974. ii. 361. See Broglie, iv. lox. 

* Neand. iii. 48-9 ; Beugnot, i. 148 ; * Liban. OraL x., t. ii. 263. 
Giesel. I. ii. lo, 316. See Broglie, iii. k Greg. Naz. Orat. 71-2 ; Neander's 

^26, seqq. 'Julian,' transL by Cox, 61. 
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literature, philosophy, and art.^ The eyes of the pagans 
had early been fixed on him as the hope of their religion. 
He was courted by philosophers and rhetoricians, and 
in all his changes of residence he was handed over by one 
of them to another. These teachers not only entangled 
his mind in their speculations, but practised on it by the 
proscribed arts of theurgy and divination, flattering him 
with the idea of one day becoming master of the empire. 
At Ephesus, in his twentieth year, he was formally 
initiated into paganism by Maximus, a philosopher who 
had gained a powerful influence over him ; and during 
his stay at Athens he was admitted to the Eleusinian 
mysteries. But the secret of his apostasy was carefully 
kept until his assumption of the imperial title rendered 
a longer hypocrisy needless.™ 

Julian arrived at Constantinople on the nth of De- 
cember 361, and left it in the middle of the following 
May. He reached Antioch in the end of June 362, and 
remained there until March 5, 363, when he set out on 
his fatal expedition into Persia.^ Thus the greater part 
of his short reign was spent in two cities especially un- 
favourable to his religion ; for Constantinople had never 
until this time been polluted by public sacrifice, and at 
Antioch — although the inhabitants were too commonly 
licentious, luxurious, and passionately fond of frivolous 
diversions *> — Christianity was generally professed, so that 
there were only a few aged people who looked back with 
regret to the days when paganism had been the national 
creed.P The utter decay of the old religion in the Syrian 

Cyrill. Alex. adv. Jul. cc. vi.-vii. On the magical practices and supersti- 

™ Eunap. Vita Maximi, pp. 474-5, tions then in vogue among the philo 

ed. Boissonade, Par. 1849 ; Amm. Marc. sophic party, see Broglie, iii. 151-75. 

xix. 2 ; Greg. Naz. Orat iv. 31, 43-4 ; " Gibbon, ii. 269, 337 ; Clinton. 

Soc. iii. I ; Gibbon, ii. 291-4 ; Niebuhr, • See Julian's * Misopogon,' passim ; 

ed. Isler, iii. 306, 309 ; Neand. iii. 50- Zosim. iii. zi. 

6 ; vi. 37Z-2 ; Broglie, iii. 277, seqq. p Niebuhr, ed. Isler, iii. 3x1. 
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capital may in some measure be estimated from a story 
which is told by the emperor himself — that when, after 
having restored the temple of Daphne, near the city, he 
repaired to it on the day of a great local festival, he found, 
instead of the splendid ceremonial and the crowd of wor- 
shippers which he had expected, that only a single old 
priest was in attendance, with no better sacrifice than a 
goose, which the poor man had been obliged to provide 
at his own cost.** 

Julian's paganism was very unlike the old political re- 
ligion of Rome ; it was eclectic, philosophical, enthusiastic, 
and more akin to gnosticism than even to the theology of 
the ancient Greeks.' He believed in one supreme God, 
whom he identified with the Mithra or sun-god of oriental 
worship. Under this deity he acknowledged others— 
the tutelaries of nations, sciences, and the like. He 
believed the world to be eternal, and from the diversity 
of national character he argued against the common origin 
of mankind." The worship of images was defended by 
him on philosophical grounds, very remote from the 
popular belief.* The convert's zeal for the old religion 
far outstripped that of its hereditary professors. A pagan 
historian of the time describes him as rather superstitious 
than properly religious;** and his heathen subjects in 
general looked with surprise and disrespect on the pro- 
fusion of his costly sacrifices, and on the share which he 
himself took in them — ^performing even the coarsest and 
most repulsive functions.^ In other respects, too, his 
vanity displayed itself in an ostentatious disregard of 

^ Misopog. 362. The temple had ° " Superstidosus, potius quam sa- 

before been turned into a church of St. crorum legitimus observator, innumeras 

Babylas. Rufin. i. 35 ; Chrysost. t. ii. sine parcimonia pecudes mactans ; ut 

Horn, de S. Bab. i. 3 ; ii. 14, seqq. aestimaretur, si revertisset de Parthis, 

' Beugnot, i. 215 ; Niebuhr, iii. 310. bovesjamdefuturos." Amm. Marcett. 

• Jul. Orat. iv., ap. CyrilL pp. 116, xxv. 4. 

143, &c. ' lb. xxiL X3-Z3 ; Gibbon, ii. 297 > 

' Julian, pp. 93, 394-5. Beugnot, i. 196-7. 
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the form and dignity which are usually associated with 
sovereign power. In his appearance and habits he 
affected a cynical roughness, which drew on him the 
satire of the wits of Antioch ; and he condescended to 
reply to their jests and ballads by a book in defence of 
his beard.y He reformed the luxury of the court with 
an unwise and precipitate severity; he disbanded the 
host of eunuchs and parasites who had been attached to 
it during the late reign, and replaced them by philosophers 
and professors of divination, many of whom proved un- 
able to bear with equanimity the honours and employ- 
ments which were bestowed on them.* 

The religious policy of the last two reigns was now re- 
versed. The immunities and endowments which had been 
bestowed on the clergy were transferred to the heathen 
priesthood ; but whereas Constantine, in restoring church- 
property to the rightful owners after the persecution, had 
indemnified the existing holders at the expense of the 
state,* Julian ordered that Christians who had been con- 
cerned in the destruction of temples should rebuild them 
at their own cost, and that money received from property 
which had formerly belonged to the pagan religious 
establishment should be refunded. Even if the means 
of such restitution had been in their hands, the restora- 
tion of temples (which would in many cases have involved 
the demolition of churches erected on their sites) was 
intolerable to the consciences of the Christians ; and in 
consequence of the edict many of thie clergy were sub- 
jected to tortures, imprisonment, and death.^ The case 

y The * Misopogon.' See Jul. pp. having invited many of his old Asiatic 

338, seqq., 364. acquaintances to his court, he disap- 

■ Jul. ad Athen. pp. 273-4 ; Amm. pointed the hopes of greatness which 

Marc. xxii. 3-4 ; Soc. iii. i ; Soz. v. 3 ; they had conceived. Orat. v. 20. 

Gibbon, ii. 273-4, 335 ; Milman, iii. * See p. 213. 

78-9, X04 ; BrogUe, iii. 141-2, 148-51. b Soz. v. 5 ; Philostorg. vii. 4 ; 

Gregory of Nazianzum can find nothing Neand. iii. 66. 
to commend in him, except that, after 
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of Mark, bishop of Arethusa, is especially noted. " The 
magistrates," says Gibbon, "required the full value of 
a temple which had been destroyed ; but as they were 
satisfied of his poverty, they desired only to bend his 
inflexible spirit to the promise of the slightest com- 
pensation. They apprehended the aged prelate, they 
inhumanly scourged him, they tore his beard ; and his 
naked body, anointed with honey, was suspended in a 
net betr^een heaven and earth, and exposed to the stings 
of insects and the rays of a Syrian sun. From this 
lofty station Mark still persisted to glory in his crime, 
and to insult the impotent rage of his persecutors. 
He was at length rescued from their hands; Julian 
spared his life ; but if the bishop of Arethusa had saved 
the infancy of Julian, posterity will condemn the ingrati- 
tude, instead of praising the clemency of the emperor." <= 
Julian knew from the experience of former times that 
the employment of force against Christianity, far fi-om 
suppressing it, had tended to its advancement. He was 
unwilling to excite the zeal of the Christians by the oppor- 
tunity of martyrdom ; he was unwilling to sully his own 
reputation by harsh measures ; he wished to gain credit 
by a display of toleration which might contrast with the 
persecutions of Constantius.*^ The stories of martyrdoms 
which are referred to this reign are probably for the most 
part fabulous; and although much of oppression and 
outrage was committed against the Christians,® it does 
not appear that the emperor was directly concerned in 
such acts. It is, too, very evident that the Christians 
sometimes provoked the ruling party by needlessly offen- 

•^ Gibbon, ii. 316 ; Greg. Naz. Orat. fected or contemplated by Julian were 

iv. 88-91 ; Soz. V. 5, lo ; Theod. iii. comparatively slight, appears unsuc- 

7. cessful. 

<* Jul. Epp. 7, 43, 52 ; Greg. Naz. * Greg. Naz. Orat. iv. 86, scqq. ; v. 

Orat. iv. 57-8, 61 ; Rufinus, H. E. 29 ; Philostorg. vii. 1-4. See Broglie, 

32 ; Soz. v. 4. M. de Beugnot's pt. ii. c. 7. 
attempt to show that the changes ef- 
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sive conduct, and that their complaints are not always 
free from exaggeration/ But although Julian declared 
that argument and persuasion were the only means to be 
employed for the ftutherance of his opinions, he allowed 
proceedings of a very different kind. He refused justice 
to the Christians with a shameless partiality, and made 
the refusal offensive by sarcasm. Thus when the Arian 
bishop George was murdered by the pagans of Alexan- 
dria, he took no further notice of the deed than by very 
slightly reproving them.* In consequence of a disturb- 
ance between the orthodox and the Valentinians of 
Edessa, he seized on the property of the Edessan church, 
and distributed it among his soldiers — telling the Chris- 
tians that their wealth would no longer be a hindrance 
to their attaining the kingdom of heaven.^ When Chris- 
tians appealed to him against the illegal violence of 
governors or of mobs, he reminded them that their reli- 
gion enjoined on them the duty of patience under wrong. 
He deprived them of civil and military employments, and 
excluded them from the courts of law ; and he alleged 
as his reason that the gospel forbids worldly ambition, 
bloodshed, and litigation.* Although he professed to 
consider the devotion of the heart essential in religion,^ 
he used artifices to entrap his Christian subjects into 
outward, and even unconscious, acts of homage to the 
gods ; thus he surrounded his own picture with heathen 
figures and emblems, so that the usual obeisance to it 
should involve an appearance of idolatry.^ In like 
manner, on the occasion of a donative, he required his 
soldiers to cast a few grains of incense into the fire — 
representing this as merely an ancient custom, without 

f See Soc. iii. 15 ; Gibbon, ii. 327-8 ; iii. 2, 13-14 ; Gibbon, ii. 315, 320, 323 ; 

Giesel. I. ii. 20. Niebuhr, iii; 310; 

9 £p. 10 ; Amm. Marc. xxii. zx. k £p. 5a, p. 436. 

h Ep. 43. 1 Greg. Naz. iv. 81. 
Greg. Naz. Orat. iv. 96-7 ; Soc. 
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any explanation of the import which he attached to it as 
an act of worship.™ 

By a strange exercise of tyranny, Julian issued an edict 
that no "Galilean** — for thus he required by law that 
the Christians should be styled" — should become a 
teacher of classical literature. By way of giving a reason 
for this order, he declared that the Greek language 
belonged to his own party,** and denounced the immo- 
rality and covetousness of persons who taught a system 
which they themselves did not believe :p but, as it seems 
incredible that the emperor could have seriously con- 
founded the religion with the literature of Greece, other 
motives have been conjectured — such as jealousy of the 
eminence which some Christian rhetoricians had acquired, 
and a wish to deprive the Christians of the controversial 
advantages which they might derive from an acquaint- 
ance with the absurdities of the pagan mythology.^ It 
has been said that he went so far as to prohibit " Gali- 
leans" even to attend the public schools,"^ or to study 
the classical writers — overlooking the Divine element of 
the gospel, ascribing its success to human culture, and 
thinking to defeat it by reducing its professors to the 
condition of an illiterate sect. This, however, appears 
to be a mistake, except in so far as the law against teach- 
ing must also have operated as a bar to learning j for 
many of those who in other times would have resorted to 
pagan masters for instruction in secular studies, must 
have felt themselves excluded from their schools, now 
that an attack was made on the Christian teachers, and 

• 

"' Greg. Naz. 82-3 ; Rufin. i. 32 ; Soc. iii. 12 ; Soz. v. x8 ; Thcod. iii. 8 

Baron. 36a. 31-7; SchrOckh, vi. 323; UUmann's * Gregory of Nazianzum,' by 

Neand. iii. 68. Cox, 88-90; Neand. 'Julian,* 131-5; 

" Greg. Naz. iv. 76. Ch. Hist, iii. 80; Giesel. I. ii. 19; 

° lb. 102. Beugpiot, i. 192-4 ; Milman, iii. 82-5. 

P Jul. Ep. 42, ap. Cyrill. 1. vii. p. Socrates (ioc. cit.) well defends the 

229. Christian use of heathen literature. 

*l Greg. Naz. iv. 5-6, xoi, seqq. ; ' Rufin. i. 3a. 
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that classical learning was to be used as a temptation to 
apostasy.^ But in order that the benefits of classical 
study should not be wholly lost to Christian youth, 
Apollinarius of Laodicea and others are said to have 
provided an ingenious substitute for the forbidden text- 
books by clothing the Scripture history in the forms of 
Greek composition — such as epic poetry, drama, and 
Pkitonic dialogue.* 

While the emperor thus in many ways exerted himself 
against the gospel, he yet paid it the remarkable tribute 
of attempting to reform paganism by borrowing from 
Christian institutions. He pointed to the Christians as 
distinguished by their obedience to the rules of their 
religion." He admonished the heathen priests to adopt 
a stricter life than that which had been usual among 
their class — charging them to abstain from secular busi- 
ness and amusements ; to be charitable to the poor ; to 
take care that their wives and families should not be 
Christians ; to be diligent in study, and to abstain from 
the perusal of unedifying books. He attempted to imi- 
tate the systepi of episcopal superintendence and that 
of commendatory letters, the monastic orders, the peni- 
tential discipline, the arrangement of churches, the 
liturgy, the hours of prayer, the expositions of religious 
doctrine by preaching, the care of the poor and dis- 
tressed, of the sick and of the dead.* 

^ See Pagi, v. 142-3; Tiilem. vii. such literature. The only extaQt speci- 

717-19; Warburton's 'Julian,' 26-7; mens of it are a tragedy entitled 

Gibbon, ii. 313 ; SchrOckh, vi. 31S ; ' Christ suffering,' printed among the 

Neand. iii. 80. works of Gregory Nazianzen, and a 

* Soc. iii. 16 ; Soz. v. i8 ; Vit. Greg. poetical version of the Psalms, ascribed 

Naz. (by a monk named Gregory, in to Apollinarius. Smith's Diet, of Bio- 

vol. i. of the Benedictine edition), 137. graphy, art. A/olitMoris. 

SchrSckh (xiii. 320) points out that " £p. 63, p, 453. 

there must be some exaggeration as to ' £p. 49 ; Fragm. pp. 300-5^ Greg, 

the amount of these works — ^Julian's Naz. Orat. iv. in ; Soz. v. 16. M.de 

edict haying been in force for so very Beugnot (}. 203-4) denies the truth ot 

short a period that there was no time these statements — apparently for no 

for the formation of a large body of other than theoretical reasons. 
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The edict of Hadrian, which forbade the Jews to 
approach their holy city,y was stil! in force ; and the legis- 
lation of Constantine and his son had pressed severely 
upon them. Julian was favourably disposed towards 
their religion ; he respected it as an ancient national 
faith, although he considered it to be wrong in represent- 
ing its God as the only deity ; and the Mosaic sacrifices 
accorded with his ideas as to outward worship.* It is 
said that he summoned some of the most eminent Jews 
into his presence, and asked why they did not offer sacri- 
fices acomling to their lawgiver's command. On their 
answering that it was not lawful to sacrifice except in the 
temple of Jerusalem, of which they had been long de- 
prived, the emperor gave them leave to rebuild the 
temple, and appointed one of his own officers to super- 
intend the work. The dispersed Jews assembled fix)m 
all quarters, in eagerness to forward the undertaking by 
their labour and their hoarded wealth.* Women gave 
their ornaments towards the cost, and themselves carried 
burdens of earth in their silken dresses ; even tools of 
silver are said to have been used in the work. The long- 
depressed people were loud in proclaiming their expec- 
tations of a triumphant restoration, when the attempt 
was terribly defeated. The newly-laid foundations were 
overthrown by an earthquake ; balls of fire burst forth 
from the ground, scorching and killing many of the 
workmen ; their tools were melted by lightning ; and it 
is added by some writers that the figure of a cross 
surrounded by a circle appeared in the sky, and that 
garments and bodies were marked with crosses, which 
it was impossible to efface. The, truth of some of these 
phenomena is attested by the heathen Ammianus Mar- 

y See p. 29. (Warburton, 54). St. Chrysostom 

« Gibbon, ii. 304-7 ; Neander's * Ju- blames the Jews for their compliances 

lian/ xoi-2. with Julian. In Matth. Horn. 43> 

* In the beginning of a.d. 363 . 581, ed. Field. 
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cellinus, as well as by Christian writers, and the story, in 
its essential parts, is broadly distinguishable in character 
from the tales of contemporary miracles in general.^ As 
the rebuilding was avowedly undertaken in defiance ot 
the Christian religion — ^as its success would have falsified 
the evidence borne to the gospel by those words of 
Scripture which had declared that Judaism was passed 
away, and that the temple should be desolate — ^we may 
reverendy believe that the occasion was one on which 
some special exertion of the Divine power might pro- 
bably be put forth. It will, however, remain a question 
how much of the story ought to be regarded as fabulous 
embellishment ; how far the occurrences which produced 
the impression of miracle may have been the result of 
ordinary physical causes, and how far there was a 
mixture of that which is more properly to be styled 
miraculous.^ 

Julian spent the long winter evenings of 362-3 in 
composing an elaborate attack on Christianity, which he 
continued and finished after setting out on his expedition 
into Persia. <^ He had intended, on his return, to resume 
the building of the Jewish temple.® What his policy 
might have been in other respects, if his life had been 
prolonged, can only be conjectured ; but, as his enmity 
against the Christians had evidently increased, it is pro- 
bable that the course which he had hitherto pursued 
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Guericke, 1.355. It has been supposed 
that some portions of Julian's work 
may yet be distinguished among the 
ruins of the Temple. See Fergusson 
in Smith's Biblical Dictionary, i. 

X033- 
d Neand. iii. 120; Milman, iii. 103. 

It consisted of seven books. Frag- 
ments are preserved in the answer by 
Cyril of Alexandria. See Fabricius, 
Bibl. Gr. vi. 738-9. 
* Ep. 25. 
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with SO little success would have been exchanged for a 
system of undisguised persecution.^ His death, in con- 
June 27, sequence of a wound received in a nocturnal 
363- skirniish,*^ was hailed by the Christians with 
joy. Prophecies and visions of his end had before been 
current among them.^ By some it was supposed that he 
had received his death-wound from an angel. ' Sozomen, 
in reporting the groundless insinuation of Libanius,^ that 
it was inflicted not by a Persian but by a Christian, so 
far forgets his own Christianity as to argue that such an 
act may be laudably done for the cause of God and 
religion.^ 



A.D. 362. 



II. We now turn to the internal history of the church. 

Julian on his accession recalled all who had been 
banished on account of religion. In this 
measure his object was twofold — to gain the 
praise of liberality, and at the same time to damage the 
Christian cause by giving free scope to the dissensions ot 
the various parties.* But in the latter hope he was dis- 
appointed. The Arians, when deprived of the imperial 
support, lost all spirit and vigour; and the common 
danger from the ascendency of paganism moderated the 
controversies which had raged so long and so fiercely." 

Athanasius, when expeUed from Alexandria in 356, 
had withdrawn into the deserts of Egypt. Among his 



f Neand. iii. 94. 

^ Amm. Marc. xxv. 3. 

h S02. vi. 3 ; Theod. iii. 23-4 ; 
Chron. Pasch. a.d. 363. There were 
also heathen omens to the same effect. 
(Amm. Marc, xxiii. i, 3 ; xxv. 2.) The 
Christians believed that Julian offered 
many young persons as victims in 
order to discover the future. (Soc. 
iii. 13; Tillem. Emp. iv. 527.) 
SchrOckh (vi. 332-3) rejects these 
stories. 

* Orat. X. (t. ii. 324, ed. Morel, 



Paris, 1627). See Gibbon, ii. 378. 

k Soz. vi. 1-2. See Philostorg. vii. 
15, with the remark of Photius; 
Fabric. Bibl. Gr. vi. 723. In the life 
of St. Macarius the Roman, it is said 
that Julian was killed by " Mercury, 
the martyr of Christ." Rosweyd, t. i. 
416. 

I Philostorg. vii. 41 : *' Nullas in- 
festas hominibus bestias, ut sunt sibi 
ferales plerique Christianorum, ex- 
pertus." Amm. Marcell. xxii. 5. 

" Soc. iii. II ; So*, v. 5 ; vi. 4. 
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faithful partisans, the monks, he found a refuge which 
enabled him to defy the enmity of Constantius, who 
attempted to arrest him, and exerted himself to prevent 
his reception in Ethiopia if he should flee into that 
newly-converted country.** During an exile a.d. 356- 
of six years, the bishop kept a watchful eye on 362. 
all the fortunes of the church, and by seasonable writings 
combated the heresy which had driven him from his see.® 
On receiving the tidings that Constantius was dead, 
the heathen populace of Alexandria murdered Dec. 24, 
the intrusive bishop, George, who had made 361. 
himself even more hateful to them than to the catholics.? 
Athanasius, on returning to resume his see, was received 
with triumphal pomp and festivity.*! The churches were 
at once surrendered to him, so that the Arians, who had 
set up one Lucius as their bishop, could only meet 
in private houses.' Athanasius proceeded to assemble 
a council, which Lucifer of Cagliaii and Eusebius of 
Vercelli, who had been released from banishment in the 
Thebaid, were invited to attend. Eusebius appeared, 
and the Sardinian bishop was represented by two of his 
deacons, while he himself repaired to Antioch, with a 
view of attempting to suppress the schism by which the 
church of that city had long been distracted.* 



" Tillem. viii. 183. Sec below, c. 
vi. init. 

• The story which is told, and which 
is so attractive to Gibbon's taste (ii. 
234) — that Athanasius was entertained 
during all the time by a beautiful vir- 
fpa (Soz. V. 6 ; Pallad. Hist. Lausiaca, 
136)— is generally rejected as fabulous. 
Cnilem. viii. 698 ; SchrOckh, xii. 147.) 
The idea of his having been present, 
incognito, at Rimini or Seleucia, or 
both places, while the councils were 
sitting, is a needless and improbable 
inference from some words of his tract 
on those councils. See Tillem. viii. 



705 ; SchrOckh, xii. 305 ; Newman on 
Ath. Orat. 73. 

P Anun. Marc. xxii. 11 ; Epiphan. 
Ixxvi. I. 

9 Gr^. Naz. Orat. xxi. 26-9 ; Soc. 
iii. 3 ; Soz. v. 6-7 ; Kaye, 136-7. Sozo- 
men says that he suddenly appeared 
by night in his cathedral, immediately 
after the death of Constantius — ^a mani- 
fest fable. Gibbon (ii. 324) dates his 
return on Feb. 21 ; Pagi (v. 103), in 
August. 

' SchrSckh, xii. 7 ; Kaye, 137. 

* Soc. iii. 5 ; Wsdch, iii. 348. 
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The case of the clergy who had conformed to Arianism 
in the late reign was decided with that wise considera- 
tion for persons which in Athanasius always accompanied 
his zeal for the truth. It was enacted that those who 
had erred through simplicity or ignorance should be 
allowed to retain their positions on subscribing the 
Nicene creed ; and that such as had taken a more 
active part on the Arian side should, on repentance, 
be admitted to communion, but should be deprived of 
ecclesiastical office.^ 

Another question which engaged the attention of the 
council, related to the use of certain theological terms. 
The words ousia and hypostasis'^ had in the beginning of 
the controversy been used by the orientals as equivalent j 
both had been translated in Latin hy substantia, and had 
been understood by the Latins as signifying the nature 
of God. But in course of time a distinction had been 
introduced in the east, so that, while ousia continued to 
denote naturcy hypostasis was used in the sense which 
we are accustomed to express by the term person; and 
this distinction was especially characteristic of such 
theologians as had come out of the Arian connexion to 
embrace the Nicene faith.* The Latins, then, hearing 
that three hypostases were maintained by some of the 
orientals, took alarm, as if the words signified three 
different grades of nature ; while the other party insisted 
on the necessity of using the term hypostasis in the new 
sense — considering that the use of the Greek prosopon^ 
which answered to the Latin persona, savoured of Sabel- 
lianism, as expressing rather three manifestations of the 

t Hard. i. 729, or Ath. Tom. ad vii. ; De Incarn. II. ; Liddon, Bampt. 

Antiochenos, t. i. pp. 770-7 ; Rufin. i. Lect. 33 ; also Append, i v. to Dr. New- 

28. ^ man's 3rd edition, which differs some- 

" oijcio.^ essence; vrdaraffis, sub- what from the common view. 

sistence. ' y wpbffwiroyf character or person^ in 

* Petav. de Trin. IV. i. 8. See on the dramatic sense, 
the whole subject, De Trin. IV. i.-iv.. 
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one Godhead than that distinction which is asserted in 
the catholic doctrine/ The council, under the guidajice 
of Athanasius, who during his residence in the west had 
become acquainted with the meaning of Latin theological 
language, endeavoured to settle this dispute by ascer- 
taining and explaining that the difference as to one or 
three hypostases was merely verbal ; and by recommend- 
ing that the Nicene creed should be adhered to, and 
that the terms in question should be avoided, except 
when opposition to particular heresies might render it 
necessary to use them.* 

Eusebius and others proceeded from Alexandria to 
Antioch with a commission to mediate in the healing of 
the schism. But in the meantime Lucifer had rashly 
taken a step which tended to exasperate and prolong it, 
by consecrating Paulinus, a presbyter of the Eustathian 
party, in opposition to Meletius, who had just returned 
from exile.^ Thus Antioch had three rival bishops — the 
Arian Euzoius, with the orthodox Meletius and Paulinus ; 
and to these a fourth, of the Apollinarian sect,*^ was soon 
after added. In such circumstances it was impossible to 
enforce any ecclesiastical discipline, since offenders, if 
threatened with censure in one communion, found the 
others ready to welcome them as proselytes ; and in the 
meanwhile the wide patriarchal jurisdiction of Antioch, 
with the authority which belonged to the third of 
Christian sees in the general affairs of the church, was 
in abeyance.*^ 

Eusebius mildly expressed his regret at the ordination 

» Sabellius himself admitted three Bampt. Lect. 458 ; Newman, 390-6 ; 

frosopa in the sense to which the Giesel. I. ii. 64 ; Kaye, 139. 

orientals objected. See above, p. 121. »> Rufin. i. 37; Soc. iii. 6; S02. v. 

•Hard. i. 733. See Hilar, dc Z2 ; Theod. iii. 5. 

Synod. 68-71 ; Rufin. i. 28-9 ; Soc. iii. * See the end of next chapter. 

7 ; Soz. V. 12 ; Baron. 362. 188-9 J 372. * Tillem. x. 530 ; Mdhler, ii. 249 

29-31 ; Mdhler, ii. 237-8 ; Greg. Na^- Kaye, 141. 
zianz. Orat. xxi. 35-6 ; Hampden, 
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of Paulinus, and forthwith quitted Antioch. But the 
vehement Lucifer disavowed the act of his representatives 
who had signed the Alexandrian decrees ; he broke off 
communion with all bishops who should accept those 
decrees, and, after returning to his own diocese in 
Sardinia, he founded a schism, on the principle that no 
one who had subscribed the creed of Rimini should be 
admitted to reconciliation .« This sect, which is not 
charged with any heretical doctrines, found a consider- 
able number of adherents in Italy and Spain. It even 
set up a bishop at Rome ; but Luciferianism bedame 
extinct in the beginning of the following centiuy, if hot 
earlier.^ 

The schism of Antioch continued. Meletius was 
supported by the eastern orthodox ; Paulinus by %ypt 
and the west ; and, notwithstanding the exertions dj the 
Alexandrian council, the difference of usage as tq the 
term hypostasis continued to be a badge of the parties 
respectively.^ 

Peace was established in the western church chiefly 
through the labours of Eusebius and of Hilary of 
Poitiers, who had been allowed to resume his bishoprick 
soon after the councils of Rimini and Seleucia, as the 
court partly thought it desirable even on such terms to 
remove so formidable an opponent to a distance from 
the principal scene of action.^ The two bishops in- 
defatigably exerted themselves for the re-establishment 
of orthodoxy on the terms of the Alexandrian synod, in 

» Soc. iii. 9 ; Soz. v. 13 ; Tillem. vii. ' Rufin. i. 309. See the * Libellus' 
521 ; Walch, iii. 350-3 ; Kaye, 142. It of the Luciferians Faustinas and Mar- 
appears from St. Jerome's Dialogue cellinus, in Patrol, xiii. ; Baron. 36a. 
against the Luciferians (c. 3) that Lu- 221; 371. 127; Walch, iii. 370-1; 
cifer disallowed the ordination con- SchrSckh, vi. 209-17. 
f erred by Arians, but acknowledged « Theod. v. 3, with^alois' note 




Arian baptism ; whereas some of his Walch, iv. 492-7 ; Nei^flan, 397. 
followers rebaptized converts even *• SchrSckh, xii. 309-11. 

from the church. 
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which they obtained the concurrence of councils at Rome 
and elsewhere.* 

The effects of Athanasius' labours after his return to 
Alexandria soon drew on him the notice of Julian, who 
knew and dreaded his energetic character; while the 
representations of "magi, philosophers, aruspices, and 
augurs," were not wanting to excite the emperor against 
him as the most dangerous enemy of paganism.^ In the 
end of 362, Julian directed against him a special mandate, 
stating that Athanasius had lately presumed to baptize 
some Greek (z>. heathen) ladies of high rank ; and 
declaring that the edict by which exiles were allowed to 
return to their country had not been intended to restore 
them to their ecclesiastical offices — a distinction which 
appears to have been invented for the occasion, as it was 
not enforced in any other case. The Christians of 
Alexandria petitioned in favour of their bishop; but 
Julian was only the more exasperated. He styled 
Athanasius an " insignificant mannikin " ; ^ he told them 
that they were at liberty to make another bishop, but 
that so mischievous a person must not remain among 
them; and, whereas the former sentence had been 
limited to banishment from the city, it was now extended 
to all Egypt,"^ with an order that it should be immedi- 
ately executed." On hearing of the rescript, Athanasius 
said to his friends, " Let us withdraw ; this is a little 
cloud which will soon pass over.'* He embarked on 
the Nile, and sailed up the stream, until, on being told 
that a vessel was in pursuit, he ordered the steersman 
of his boat to turn round, met the pursuers, who had 
not observed his movements, ingeniously baffled their 

* Rufin. 30-1 ; Soc. iii. 10 ; Fleury, "" It is even said that the emperor 

XV. 30 ; Tillem. vii. 455-8 ; Schrockh, wished to kill him, and Mdhler (ii. 

xii. 14-15, 317-18 ; Newman, 383. 240) is inclined to believe the story. 

^ Rufin. i. 33. ■» Jul. Epp. 6, 25, 51. 

» dyOpojirlsKOS ciJtcXtJs. 

VOL. I. 23 
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inquiries, and returned in safety to Alexandria. A 
renewal of the search, however, soon after compelled 
him to leave his place of concealment there, and he 
again found an asylum among the monks until he re- 
ceived the tidings of Julian's death. <> 



CHAPTER IV. 



FROM THE DEATH OF JULIAN TO THE END OF THE 
SECOND GENERAL COUNCIL. 

A.D. 363-381. 

The forced ascendency of paganism ended with the life 
June 28, o^ Its patron. On the following day Jovian, 
363- a Christian, was chosen emperor. The army 
declared itself Christian ; the labarum, which had been 
disused during the reign of Julian, was again displayed 
at its head ;* the philosophers and soothsayers, who had 
basked in the favour of the late emperor, retired into 
obscurity.^ Jovian, however, allowed full toleration to 
his pagan subjects;*^ and with respect to the divisions 
among Christians, he declared that he would molest no 
one on account of religion, but would love all who 
should study the church's peace/ 



Rufin. i. 34 ; Soc. iii. 13-14 ; Soz. 
V, 15 ; Theod. iii. 9. The emperor's 
death is said to have been revealed to 
him in the very hour when it took 
place, by Theodore, abbot of Tabejine. 
Athan. t. i. 869. 

• Rufin. ii. I ; Soc. iii: 22 ; Tillem. 
Emp. iv. 579; Gibbon, ii. 380-2. M. 
de Beugnot (i. 222) denies La Ble- 
terie's inference that the soldiers really 
had no religion; the army, he says> 



was made up of Christians and pagans, 
and, as a whole, followed the religion 
of the emperor. 

** Soc. iii. 24. 

* It would seem, nevertheless, from 
the complaints of Libanius (Vita, p. 
46 ; Orat. x. p. 327, p. ii. ed. Morel), 
that in this reign they suffered from 
the populace in some placec, Tillem. 
Emp. iv. 585-7. 

^ Soc. iii. 25. 
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On his arrival at Antioch, after an ignominious, though 
necessary, accommodation with the Persians, and a 
disastrous retreat, the new emperor was beset by repre- 
sentatives of the various Christian parties, each hoping 
to gain him to its side.® His mind was, however, already 
decided in favour of the Nicene faith ; he wrote to Atha- 
nasius, requesting instruction and advice, and inviting 
him to visit the court. The bishop complied, and by 
personal intercourse he gained an influence over Jovian 
which his enemies in vain attempted to disturb.^ The 
Acacians, with their usual suppleness, resolved to conform 
to the spirit of the time. They attended a synod held 
by Meletius at Antioch, and signed the Nicene creed, 
evasively explaining co-essential as meaning " begotten of 
the Father's essence, and like the Father in essence."^ 

The reign of Jovian lasted somewhat less than eight 
months ; he was found dead in his bed at Dadastana, 
in Bithynia, on February 17, 364.** On February 26 
Valentinian was elected by the army as his successor, and 
a month later the new emperor associated with him his 
brother Valens, to whom he assigned the eastern division 
of the empire.* Valentinian was possessed of many 
great qualities. He vigorously and successfully defended 
the northern frontiers against the barbarians who were 
pressing on the empire ; he was the author of wise and 
important regulations for its internal government.^ But 
the justice on which he prided himself was relentlessly 
severe ; the manner of its execution was often inhuman, 

• For the petitions of the Arians of they rejected both homoousion and 

Alexandria, and their conference with anomoion, and took the middle term 

Jovian, see Athan. i. 782. homoiousion. The truth seems to be 

See Athan.- i. 778-9 ; ad. Jov. de that they interpreted Jiomoousion as if 

Fide, ib. 780; Rufin. ii. i ; Soc. iii. xtvrex^ kontoiousion. Petav.de Trin. 

24 ; Soz. vi. 5 ; Theod. iv. 2. Atha- IV. vi. 4. 

nasius, while at Antioch, communi- ^ Amm. Marc. xxv. 10. 

cated with Paulinus. Walch, iv. 447. * Tillem. Emp. v. 7, 20. 

« Soc. iii. 25 ; Soz. vi. 4. St. Jerome ^ Amm. Marc. xxx. 9 ; Gibbon, ii. 

says in his Chronicle (a.d. 367) that 395-401 • 



^ 
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and he was subject to violent fits of passion, by one of 
which his death was occasioned.^ Valens, until elevated 
by his brother's favour, had been a person of little note. 
His capacity was inferior to that of Valentinian ; he is 
described by Gibbon as "rude without vigour, and 
feeble without mildness,""* 

It is said that both the brothers had exposed them- 
selves to danger by the profession of Christianity in the 
reign of Julian." Valentinian, when raised to the throne, 
adhered to the Nicene faith;** but, warned by the ill- 
success of Constantius in enforcing conformity, he 
adopted a policy of general toleration, to which a severe 
law against the Manichaeans is not to be regarded as an 
exception, since it was rather directed against the magical 
practices of which they were suspected, than against 
their erroneous opinions.? He invariably declined all 
interference in questions of doctrine, which he professed 
to leave to those who had been trained for the considera- 
tion of them.*i He allowed Auxentius, an Arian, to 
retain the important see of Milan — whether deceived by 
the bishop's specious professions, which might have been 
enough to satisfy an uncritical and somewhat indiflferent 
soldier, or swayed by the influence of the empress Jus- 
tina, who was a zealous Arian.' But with this exception 
the western sees were, during Valentinian's reign, in the 
possession of orthodox bishops. 

In the east it was otherwise. Valens is said to have 
been originally a catholic, and appears to have been alike 

' Amm. Marc, xxvii. 7; xxix. 3; Sec Godefroy's note. 

XXX. 6 : Tillem. Emp. v. 14-15, 73-4 ; ** Soc. iv. i ; S02. vi. ai. 

Brc>glie, v. 241, seqq. ' Hilar, adv. Auxentiura (Patrol. 

" ii. 391. Comp. Amm. Marc. x.) ; Baron. 369. 36; Tillem. Emp. 

xx.vi. 14 : Broglie, v. 61-2. v. 11 ; SchrOckh, xii. 22-3. M. dc 

■ Rufin. ii. 2 ; Soz. vi. 6 ; Philo- Broglie explains Valentinian's policy 

."itorg. vii. 7 ; Chron. Pasch. a.d. 369. by jealousy of the ecclesiastical power. 

* Kaye. 146. v. 9-12. 

P Cod. Theod. XVI. v. 3 (a.d. 372). 
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ignorant and careless of religion ; but he was won over 
to Arianism by his wife, who in 367, as he was about to 
set out for the Gothic war, persuaded him to receive 
baptism from Eudoxius of Constantinople. It is said that 
the bishop exacted of him an oath to persecute the 
catholics, and it is certain that the hostility which he had 
always shown towards them became from that time more 
bitter and more active.® 

Macedonius, on his ejection from the see of Constan- 
tinople by the Acacians, had connected himself with the 
Semiarians, and, although he himself died soon after, the 
party thenceforth took its name from him.* The Mace- 
donians had requested Jovian either to establish the 
" creed of the dedication," agreeably to the original and 
unbiassed decision of the council of Seleucia ; or, revert- 
ing to the condition in which things had stood before the 
meetings at Seleucia and Rimini, to summon a general 
synod, which should be free from all secular 
control." They now obtained leave from ^* ^ ^' 
Valens to hold a council at Lampsacus — the emperor 
supposing that they would agree with Eudoxius and the 
. Acacians, who had by this time retracted their subscrip- 
tions to the Nicene creed.* The bishops who met at 
Lampsacus, however, took up the same position with the 
majority of the council of Seleucia. They signed the 
creed of the dedication, with the word homoiousios^ which 
they declared to be necessary for preserving the personal 
distinction of the Godhead; they cited Eudoxius and 

" Soc. iv. 8 ; Soz. vi. 9 ; Theod. iv. (Soc. iv. 32.) But, although such a 

12-13 ; Pagi, V. 228 ; Tillem. Emp. v. discourse exists, M.de Broglie throws 

89 : M^m. vi. 532, 550. His enmity is doubts on its genuineness and on its 

said to have been mitigated after a supposed object, v. 71. 

time by an unexpected mediator— the * Soz. iv. 26 ; SchrSckh, vi. 192, 

heathen orator Themistius, who ad- " Soz. iv. 4. 

dressed to him a plea for toleration. * Tillem. vi. 533 ; Mflhler, ii. 246-7. 
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his part}' before them, and on their non-appearance sen- 
tenced them to deposition. But on applying to Valens 
for a confirmation of their proceedings, they found that 
the Acacians had pre-occupied his mind, and that they 
were themselves condemned to deprivation and banish- 
ment unless they would subscribe an Arian creed.y 

The zeal which Valens soon after manifested in favour 
of Arianism induced the Macedonians to look towards 
the west for sympathy and support, and deputies were 
sent into Italy with letters for Valentinian and Liberius. 
The letters addressed to the emperor were not delivered; 
for the bearers, finding that he was in Gaul, 

^'^' ^ ' did not follow him into that country. Liberius 
was at first distrustful of them ; but on their anathema- 
tizing all heresies, and signing the homodusion (which 
they interpreted as equivalent to homoiousion), he acknow- 
ledged them as being in communion with him, and wrote 
to the bishops by whom they had been commissioned. 
A like recognition was obtained from other western 
bishops ; and thus the Semiarians, with the exception ot 
a few who disavowed the late proceedings, were reunited 
with the orthodox.' 

In 367 Valens issued an order that such bishops as 
had been banished by Constantius, and had returned to 
their sees under Julian, should again be ejected. At 
Antioch, where he established his residence, he drove 
out Meletius, although he allowed Paulinus to remain.* 
It was attempted under the same law to expel Athanasius, 
and he is said to have been driven to take refuge for a 
time in his father's tomb : but his people represented to 
the emperor that his case did not fall under the letter of 
the edict, and made such demonstrations of their attach 

y Soc. iv. 6 ; S02. V. 7 ; Baron. 365. vi. 1-12; Tillem. vi. 540-5 ; Newman, 
2, seqq, 404. 

" Epiph, xyiii. 10; Soc. ii. 8 ; Soz. • Soc. i v. 2; Tillem. vi. 548-9, 566-71. 
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ment to the bishop in other ways, that Valens thought it 
well to permit his return. And thus, while the cause to 
which his life had been devoted was oppressed in all 
other parts of the eastern empire, the great champion of 
orthodoxy was allowed to spend his last years in undis- 
turbed possession of his see.^ 

The elder actors in the Arian controversy were now 
passing away. Liberius died in 366, and the succession 
to the see of Rome was disputed between Damasus ^ and 
Ursinus, or Ursicinus. This contest, which arose out of 
the old rivalry between Liberius and Felix, and did not 
involve any question of doctrine, occasioned violent 
tumults, and even great slaughter. On one occasion a 
hundred and sixty partisans of Ursinus, men and women, 
were killed in the church which bore the name of Liberius 
(now* St. Mary Major).^ At the end of three years 
Ursinus was banished to Gaul ; but he repeatedly revived 



^ Rufin. ii. 2 ; Soc. iv. 13, 20 ; Soz. 
vi. 12. 

* In this pope's own poems the 
middle syllable of his name is always 
short, e.g". : — 

" Ut Damasi precibus faveas, precor, 
inclyta virgo." 
Carm. 29, De S. Agnete {Patrol, xiii.). 

The original marble of this poem is 
now placed in the wall of the staircase 
which leads down to the church of 
Agnes, near Rome, having been dis- 
covered in the course of repairing the 
pavement during the last century. See 
Murat. Antiq. Ital. v. 29, for the 
variety of readings. The beautiful 
letter of this pope's inscriptions is 
known to all who have observed them. 
The Commendatore De Rossi has dis- 
covered the name of the engraver — 
Furius Dionysius Filocalus (Roma 
Sotterr. i. 119-21 ; ii. 196-9) — a name 
already known in connection with a 
calendar which is reprinted in Migne's 
Patrologia, xiii. 675, seqq. See as to 



Damasus' care for the catacombs, M . 
de Broglie, vi. 260. 

* Faustin. et Marcellin. Praef. 3 
(Patrol, xiii.). See De Broglie, v. 
39 ; Thierry, * S. Jerome,' i. 108, seqq. 
Ammianus Marcellinus says that 137 
dead bodies were found (xxvii, 9). 
According to Faustinus and Marcel- 
linus, who were Luciferians, and par- 
tisans of Ursicinus, he was regularly 
elected, and Damasus, formerly an 
adherent of Felix, "quem in tantum 
matrons diligebant ut tnatronarutn 
auriscalpiiis diceretur " (Praef. 4), was 
guilty of all the bloodshed, but by 
visiting the court secured the banish- 
ment of his rival. Merenda, the 
editor of Damasus, denies the truth of 
this (Patrol, xiii. ; Prolegg. in Damas. 
2, 3, 22) : and an opposite tale is told 
by Jerome (Chron. a.d. 369), Rufinus 
(ii. 10), and others of the successful 
party. See Amm. Marc, xxvii. 3, 9 ; 
Soc. iv. 29 : Soz. vi. 23 ; Tillem. viii. 
387-96; SchrSckh, viii. 107-10; Milr^ 
man, Lat. Christ, i. 64. ^ - /:. -^ |> 
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his claim to the bishoprick of Rome, both during the 
lifetime of Damasus and at his death. Acacius died in 
366 ;« Hilary, in 367 or 368/ The last mention of 
Ursacius and Valens as living is in the condemnation 
pronounced on them by synods at Rome and elsewhere 
about 369.'^ Eudoxius of Constantinople died in 370 j** 
Lucifer of Cagliari, in 371 ;* Euzoius of Antioch, in 

376> 

On the death of Eudoxius, Evagrius was set up as his 
successor by the catholics of Constantinople, and Demo- 
philus by the Arians ; but Evagrius was soon driven out, 
and his adherents were subjected to a variety of outrages. 
A complaint of this usage was presented to Valens at 
Nicomedia by eighty presbyters of the orthodox party; 
but, instead of obtaining redress, they were compelled to 
embark on board a ship, which the crew (it is said, by 
command of one of the emperor's officers) set on fire 
and deserted; and the whole company of ecclesiastics 
perished.^ Other barbarities are related of Valens — as 
that at Antioch he ordered many of the orthodox to be 
drowned in the Orontes.™ The monks of Egypt and 
Pontus were especially obnoxious to him — partly because 
the monastic profession afforded to many an excuse for 
indolence, and withdrew them from their duties to the 
state, and partly on account of their steady adherence to 



% 



• Tillem. vi. 535. 

' Pagi, V. 265 ; Tillem. vii, 463. 

s Ath. ad Afros, i ; ad Epictet. z 
(t. i. 891, 901) ; Tillem. viii. 396 ; 
SchrOckh, xii. 33. 

•» Tillem. vi. 553. 

' Baron. 371. 121. 

^ Tillem. vi. 603. 

' Greg. Naz. Orat. xiii. 46 ; Soc. iv. 
15-16 ; Soz. vi. 14.. Dean Milman (iii. 
125) thin&s it doubtful whether such 
orders had been given. Gibbon (ii. 
404) of course makes as little as pos- 



sible of the persecution by Valens. 
Against his view, see H. Schmidt, in 
Herzog, art. Valens. The old eccle- 
siastical historians connect the story 
of the emperor's own death— that he 
was burnt in!, a cottage where he had 
taken refuge after a defeat — with the 
burning of these victims. Such tnic- 
ings of a connexion between misdeeds 
and calamities are of continual occur- 
rence in these writers. 

"* Soc. iv. 2 ; Soz. vi. 18 ; Theod. iv. 
24. 
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the Nicene faith and the exertion of their powerful in- 
fluence in its behalf. The emperor in 373 ordered that 
monks should be dragged from their retreats, and should 
be compelled to perform their service as citizens, under 
the penalty of being beaten to death." The Egyptian 
deserts were invaded by soldiers commissioned to enforce 
the edict, and many of the monks suffered death in con- 
sequence.^ 

Athanasius is supposed by the best authorities to have 
died in May, 373.P He had designated as his successor 
one of his presbyters named Peter. The Arian Lucius, 
who had been set up as bishop after the murder of George, 
and had held possession of the see during the exile of 
Athanasius under Julian, was now brought back by his 
party, and Peter was driven out with circumstances of 
outrage and profanation similar to those which accom- 
panied the expulsion of his great predecessor by Gregory 
and George. Peter took refuge at Rome, and after a 
time returned with letters of recommendation from the 
bishop, Damasus ; whereupon, as Valens was then at a 
distance — ^having been diverted from theological contro- 
versies by the Gothic war— the people rose against Lucius 
and reinstated the orthodox bishop. ** 

Valentinian was succeeded in 375 by his son Gratian, 
who had already for eight years held the dignity of 
Augustus.' The new emperor, whose own age was only 
sixteen, admitted as a nominal colleague his half-brother, 
the younger Valentinian, a child four years old. By the 

" The word is fnilitare, and it has 602 ; Gibbon, ii. 406 ; Schrdckh, xii. 

been commonly said that Valens wished 48 . 

the monks to bear arms. (So M.de ? Pagi> v. 371; Tillem. viii. 250, 

Broglie, v. 303.) But as the word is 719 ; Schrdckh, xii. 237 ; Clinton ; 

also applied to civil services, Godefroy Pref. to Athan. Festal Letters, xi. 

maintains that its meaning here is ' Rufin. ii. 3-4 ; Soc. iv. 21, 33-7 ; 

general. In Cod. Theod. t. iv. 413: Soz. vi. 19 ; Theod. iv. 20-2. 

cf. Cod.Justin. X. xxxi. 26. ' Not Caesar, according to earlier 

Cod. Theod. XII. i. 63 ; Rufin. ii. practice. Tillem. £mp. v. 30. 
3 ; Soc. iv. 21 ; Soz. vi. 20 ; Tillem. vi. 
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death of Valens, at the disastrous battle of Adrianople, 
Au'^. 9, Gratian became in 378 master of the whole 
378- empire ; but he hastened to relieve himself of 
a part of his cares by bestowing the sovereignty of the 
east on Theodosius, son of a general of the 
same name, whose distinguished services 
in Britain and in Africa had been requited by his execu- 
tion at Carthage three years before.* The younger 
Theodosius had since lived in retirement on his estates 
in Spain, until he was summoned to share the empire, in 
the hope that his abilities might avert the dangers with 
which it was threatened by the Gothic invaders.* 

Gratian, on succeeding to the dominions of Valens, 
proclaimed liberty of religion to all except Manichaeans, 
^ Eunomians, and Photinians, and recalled the 
^ ' banished bishops of the east" The Semi- 
arians, on being thus freed from the oppression of Valens, 
broke off the connexion which they had so eagerly 
formed with the orthodox ; but many refused to join in 
this movement, and remained united to the catholic 
body.'^ 

It would seem to have been about this time that a 
denial of the Divinity of the Holy Ghost became the ** 
chief characteristic of the party. ^ Heterodox opinions 
on that subject had been implied in all the varieties of 
Arianism ; but as the nature of the Third Person in the 
Trinity had not been brought into discussion while the 
Godhead of the Son was in question, nothing had been 
defined respecting it in the Nicene creed. ^ Athanasius, 

• Rufin. ii. 14 ; Gibbon, ii. 428. 613 ; SchrSckh, xii. 52. 

^ lb. 488, 495. y It had not become conspicuous 
" Soc. V. 4 ; Soz. vii. I ; Tillem. when the Semiarians were admitted to 
Elrap. V. 154. All heresies were for- communion by Liberius, in 366. Til- 
bidden by two laws of the following lem. vi. 543. 

year. Cod. Theod. XVI. v. 4-5 ; " Basil. Ep. cxxv. 3 ; Walch, iii. 

Gothofr. in Cod. Theod. t. vi. 117. 100. 

* Soc. V. 4 ; Soz. vii. 2 ; Tillem. vi. 
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however, with his characteristic perception of conse- 
quences, had always strenuously asserted the equal and 
co-essential Godhead of the Spirit, as well as that of the 
Son,* and, in a treatise written from the desert during 
his exile under Constantiiis, had confuted the error of 
the Pneumatomachi (or adversaries of the Spirit), which 
was then acquiring distinctness.^ Although the name of 
Macedonianism^ which was afterwards attached to this 
heresy, would naturally convey the idea that it was in- 
vented by Macedonius, it was really nothing more than a 
remnant of Arianism retained by a party which had shaken 
off the other errors of that system ; for the Semiarians 
now acknowledged the Godhead of the Son, while they 
maintained that the Spirit was as a servant — as one of the 
angels.*^ Nor do we even know what opinion Macedonius 
himself held on the question ; for it was not until some 
years after his death that his name was connected with 
the heretical tenet, through the circumstance that the 
Semiarians happened to be called after him at the time 
when this tenet became the prominent mark of their 
party. *^ 

In the meanwhile the Nicene faith had made progress. 
The consistency of its supporters stood in advantageous 
contrast with the continual variations of their opponents. 
The monks lent to it the great and growing authority of 
their reputation for sanctity ; and, as has been mentioned, 
a large portion of the Semiarians adhered to the orthodox 
connexion into which they had been driven by the tyranny 
of Valens. Throughout all the long controversy the 
belief of the great mass of Christians had been very little 

■ E.g. Ep. ad. Afros, 11. donians apparently held the Spirit to 

*» Ath. Epp. ad Serapion. i. i ; iv. be a creature, while others supposed 

(the date is about a.d. 360) ; Soz. vi. the name to mean only an influence. 

22 ; Neand, v. 84 ; Giesel. I. ii. 69-70. Greg. Naz. Orat. xxi, 5 ; Petav. de 

•= Greg. Naz. Orat. xli. 8 ; Epiph. Trin. I. xiv. 17 ; Walch, iii. 98. 

Ixxiv. I ; Soz. iv. 27 ; Petav. de Trin. ^ Soc. ii. 45 ; Soz. iv. 27 ; Theod. ii. 

I. xiv. 17 ; Kaye, 148. Some Mace- 6 ; Giesel. I. ii. 70. 
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affected. In their pastoral teaching, as in their creeds, 
the Arian bishops and clergy had usually studied to 
obser\e orthodoxy of statement and language, so that 
their doctrine, although incomplete, was not untrue. 
Thus their flocks received the words in the sound mean- 
ing which was apparent on the surface, so that, according 
to a celebrated expression of St Hilary, " The ears of 
the people were holier than the hearts of the priests/'* 
And now, although Athanasius was gone, the great weight 
of ability and learning among the Christians was on the 
side of orthodoxy, which had lately gained a very important 
accession in the east. A class of theologians had arisen, 
who, bom and educated in countries where Semiarianism 
prevailed, had in their earlier years been connected with 
that system — trained up according to its sound though 
imperfect creeds, in such a manner that one of them, 
when he had become an eminent champion of the Nicene 
doctrine, could yet speak of his opinions as having under- 
gone no other change than a development like that of the 
plant from the seed.* The members of this school main- 
tained the identity oi homoousion with homoiotision ;^ they 
brought with them into the orthodox communion many of 
their old associations ; and through their influence it was 
that several Semiarians came to be acknowledged by the 
church as saints, and that the canons of the Semiarian 
councils of Antioch (a.d. 341) and Laodicea (a.d. 372?) 
gained a reception in the east, which was eventually 
extended to the west.*^ The most distinguished of the 
"later Nicene" teachers were three Cappadocians — Basil, 
his brother Gregory of Nyssa, and his friend Gregory of 
Nazianzus or Nazianzum. Of these eminent men the 
first and the last must be here more particularly noticed 

* Contra Auxentium, 6 (written in s Giesel. I. ii. 66. See Hampden, v. 

364). See Giesel. I. ii. 61-2 ; Mohler, Bampt. Lect. 137-30, and note, 

ii. 85-6 ; Neand. iv. 83. •» SchrOckh, xiii. 87-92 ; Giesel. I. ii. 

' Basil. £p. cxxii. 3. 67-8. 
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Basil and the Nazianzen Gregory'were bom about the 
same time — probably in the year 329.* Basil was of a 
noble Christian family.^ The father of Gregory had 
belonged to a sect known by the name of hypsistarians, 
whose creed was a strange medley of Jewish and Persian 
notions ;^ he had been converted by his wife Nonna, a 
woman of remarkable piety, and had been appointed to 
the bishoprick of Nazianzum, a poor diocese, which had 
fallen into great disorder in consequence of long vacancy 
and neglect.™ An acquaintance formed between the 
youths at the schools of Csesarea, in their native pro- 
vince, ripened into the closest intimacy at 
Athens, where they spent several yoars.° They ' * ^^ ^' 
were distinguished in all the studies of that city, and 
withstood the influences by which many who, like them- 
selves had been trained in the Christian faith, were there 
drawn away to heathenism.** During a part of the time 
Julian was their fellow-student ; and Gregory professes to 
have already observed in the future emperor indications of 
the evil which was manifested in his later career, p Both 
Basil and Gregory resolved to renounce the hopes of 
secular eminence, and to embrace a religious life. Each 
was baptized after lea\'ing Athens, and Gregory promised 



' As to Basil there is little question 
(Tillem. ix. 2). But Romanist writers, 
unwilling to suppose that Gregory was 
bom after his father had become a 
bishop, are inclined to place his birth 
earlier— some of them (as Pagi, vi. 
41), in 300, which would make his life 
extend to ninety years. See Gibbon, 
ii. 510 : SchrSckh, xiii. 269-70 ; Clin- 
ton, ann. 325, 390 ; Theiner, i. 265 ; 
Ullmann's Gregory of Nazianzum 
(trans, by G. V. Cox, Lond. 1851), 
299, 308. Dupin's date (ii. 201) is 318. 

^ Greg. Orat. xliii. 3. 

* See Ullmann, 308-11 ; Giesel. I. 
ii. 17 ; Matter, ' Hist.duGnosticisme,' 
iii. 1 14-4 ; Dorner, ii. 40-2. The name 



is derived from their professing to 
worship the Highest (t6v C\//l(yTOv). 

™ Greg. Orat. vii. 4 :viii. 4-5 ; xviii. 
5, 8-13, 16 ; Carm. 1. II. i. 117, seqq. ; 
de Vita sua, 51, seqq. 

° Greg. Orat. xlii. 13-19 ; de Vita 
sua, 221-36." 

° Greg. Orat. xliii. 20-2 ; Vita Greg. 
129-32 ; Soc. iv. 26 ; Soz. vi. 17. Gre- 
gory's account of Athenian student 
life is curious. Among other things 
he tells us that Basil's character com- 
manded such respect as to procure for 
him exemption from the tricks usually 
practised on freshmen. Orat. xliii. 
16. 

P Orat. V. 23-4. 
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at the font to devote all his gifts and powers to the service 
of God.*i Basil, after having travelled in Egypt and else- 
where, returned to his native country, and became one 
of the clergy of Csesarea. He withdrew for five years 
A.D. 357- i'^^o the desert of Pontus, where he founded 
362. monastic establishments, monachism having 
been lately introduced into that country by Eustathius, 
bishop of Sebaste/ The system which Basil adopted 
was the coenobitic (or that of living in communities) as 
being in his judgment more conducive to the exercise 
of graces than the solitary life, which in Egypt had been 
regarded as the higher of the two.® " God,'* he said, 
" has made us — even like the bodily members — to need 
one another's help. For what discipline of humility, of 
pity, or of patience can there be, if there be no* one 
towards whom these virtues can be practised ? Whose 
feet wilt thou wash, whom wilt thou serve, how canst 
thou be the last of all — if thou art alone ?"^ In his rule 
practical industry was combined with religious exercises, 
and by the labours of his monks a barren tract was 
brought into cultivation and fertility." Basil returned to 
Caesarea in 362, and was ordained presbyter; but after a 
short time he again retired into the desert for three years, 
in consequence of some unexplained jealousy on the part 
of his bishop, Eusebius.'' In each of his retreats he was 
accompanied for a time by Gregory, who, however, was 
on both occasions called away by disagreements between 
his father and th^ monks of Nazianzum, originating in 
the circumstance that the aged bishop had been induced 
to sign the creed of Rimini. Gregory by his ascetic Hfe 

^ Ullmann, 49. " See Broglle, v. 162-4. 

' When Eustathius afterwards fell * Basil. Resp. vii. t. ii. 345-8. 

into disrepute (see Tillem. t. ix. /as- " Tillem. ix. 44 ; Milman, iii. 195-6. 

sim), the beginning of the work was * Greg. Orat. xxiii. 28 ; Tillem. ix. 

generally ascribed to St. Basil. Walch, 67-71. For Eusebius, see Acta SS., 

iii. 552-3 ; Schrockh, xiii. 25-7. Jun. 21, pp. 65, seqq. 
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had gained a powerful influence over the monks ; he con- 
vinced them that his father had been deceived through 
ignorance of controversial subtleties, and had acted with- 
out any heretical intention ; and he twice succeeded in 
establishing peace.y He also reconciled Basil a..d. 370 or 
with Eusebius;^ and on that bishop's death 37 1- 
he effected the promotion of his friend to the see of 
Csesarea, to which was attached the primacy of the 
greater part of Asia Minor.* 

The indefatigable labours of Basil, his controversies, 
his endeavours to unite the orthodox among themselves, 
to gain over sectaries to the church, and to establish 
peace between the east and the west, must be passed over 
with a mere allusion.^ During the short time between 
his elevation and the death of Athanasius he enjoyed the 
confidence of that great prelate ; and he succeeded the 
Alexandrian bishop as leader of the eastern orthodox.*^ 
Like Athanasius, he was able to preserve his church 
from the Arianism which was triumphant throughout the 
east during the reign of Valens. While a 
presbyter under Eusebius, he had baffled the * * ^ * 
theologians of the emperor's train in disputation ; ^ but 
soon after his advancement to the episcopate a fresh 
attempt was made on him. Valens, determined that 
Caesarea alone should not continue to resist him, sent 
Modestus, prefect of Cappadocia, with a commission to 
expel Basil if he should refuse to conform to the 
dominant religion, and Modestus summoned the arch- 

y • Greg. Orat. vi. ; xliii. 29 ; Vita, of his works. See too M. de Broglie's 

133-5 ; Tillem. ix. 40, 60, 347 ; Ull- sth volume. Klose's * Basilius der 

mann, 65, 72. Grosse ' (Stralsund, 1835) has not fallen 

* Greg. Orat. xliii. 33 ; Epp. 16-18. in my way. 

* Basil. Ep. 47 ; Greg, Epp. 40-4 ; "= Tillem. viii, 245. Among Basil's 
Vita, 138 ; Pagi, v. 270, 289, 297, epistles there are some addressed to 

l> The life of St. Basil is related at Athanasius. 

great length in the Acta SS. (June 14), '' Greg. Orat. xliii. 32 ; Tillem. ix 

by Tlllemont (vol. ix. ), by SchrSckh (vol. 90, 654. 
xiii.), and in the Benedictine edition 
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bishop to appear before him. To his threats Basil 
replied that he did not fear them ; confiscation, he said, 
could not touch a man who had no property except a 
single suit of ragged clothes and a few books ; as for 
banishment, he denied that such a thing was possible— 
gD where he might, he could find a home, or rather he 
re2:arded the whole earth as God's, and himself as a 
stranger everywhere ; his feeble body could bear no 
tortures beyond the first stroke ; and death would be a 
fwour, since it would conduct him to God. The prefect, 
who had opened the conference in a very peremptory 
tone, was subdued by the archbishop's firmness,^ and 
reported the result to his master, who soon after arrived 
at Caesarea. Valens himself was awed by the presence 
of Basil and the solemnity of the catholic worship, 
which he witnessed on the feast of the Epiphany, but 
without being admitted to communicate. The impres- 
sion thus made is said to have been heightened by 
miracles ; and not only was Basil left unmolested in his 
see, but the emperor bestowed a valuable estate on a 
large hospital which the archbishop's charity had 
founded/ 




" Tillem. i\. 155-6 ; SchrOckh, xiii. loi. 

*■ Greg. Orat. xliii. 48, seqq. ; Soc. 
iv. 26 : Soz. vi. 6 ; Tillem. ix. 161. 
On the hospital, see Greg. 1. c. 63. 
In connexion with the scene between 
Basil and Valens, Gibbon quotes from 
St. Jerome's Chronicle (a.d. 380)— 
"Ba.silius . . clams habetur . . qui 
multa continentia; bona uno superbiae 
malo perdidit." " This irreverent pas- 
sage." says the historian, " is perfectly 
in the style and character of St. Jerome. 
It does not appear in Scaliger's edition 
of his chronicle; but Isaac Vossius 
found it in some old MSS., which had 
not been reformed by the monks " (ii. 
405). The editors do not deny the 
genuineness of the words '*qui . . 
perdidit," but are indignant with Vos- 



sius, and transfer them to the pre- 
ceding line of the Chronicle, which 
has Photinus for its subject. But if 
the words related to so friendless a 
reputation as his, why should they be 
wanting in any copies? They are, 
indeed, too "perfectly in the style 
and character of St. Jerome " to affect 
St. Basil's good name very seriously 
if they stood by themselves, since he 
was obnoxious to Jerome as an abettor 
of Meletiusof Antioch (Basil. Epp. 67, 
89, 114, 258), and as having had some 
disagreements with Damasus of Rome. 
But charges of pride. and supercilious- 
ness against Basil appear to have been 
common. Gregory-, in his paneg^Tical 
oration (xliii. 64), defends him against 
them on the somewhat unsatisfactory 
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Soon after this Valens divided Cappadocia into two 
provinces; whereupon Anthimus, bishop of Tyana, 
which became the capital of the second division, 
asserted that the ecclesiastical government ought to 
follow the arrangements of the civiL and 
claimed for himself the rights of a metro- • * •^' * 
politan.fif Finding that the claim revived some jealousies 
which had been felt at his election to Caesarea, Basil 
resolved to strengthen himself by erecting .new bishop- 
ricks ; and one of the places chosen for this purpose was 
Sasima, an outpost on the border of his opponent's 
province — the meeting-place of three great roads, a 
posting station and the seat of a frontier custom-house ; 
a wretched little town, dry, dusty, and continually dis- 
quieted by the brawls of waggoners, travellers, and 
revenue officers.^ Here Basil, with that disregard for 
the character and feelings of others which is not un- 
common in persons of a strongly practical nature, 
determined to place Gregory, who had some years before 
been forcibly ordained * a presbyter by his own father. 
Gregory made no secret of his repugnance to the execu- 
tion of this scheme ; he said that the archbishop's 
elevation had caused him to forget what was due to their 
ancient and equal friendship ; ^ he resisted until he was 
overpowered by the united urgency of his father and 
Basil ; ^ and he afterwards traced all the troubles of his 
later life to the consent which was at length extorted 
from him."* After his consecration he telt himself op- 
ground that he was tender to the poor, face, 35, seqq. 

to lepers, and other objects of pity. * De Vita sua, 338-349 ; Ulhnann, 

Rufinus, in characterizing the friends, 67. 

says that Basil was humble towards ^ Ep. 48 ; Orat. x. 2 ; xliii. 59 ; de 

God, but that Gregory was so towards Vita sua, 398-414, 475, 485. "Cette 
men also. ii. 9. mani&re de disposer de lui, sans son 

s Basil. Epp. 73, 77 ; Greg. Orat. consentement, le blessa, au lieu de le 
xliii. 58. toucher," says M. de Broglie, v, 151. 

*» lb. 54 ; de Vita sua, 439-446 ; De Vita sua, 495. 

Vita, 159. See the Benedictine Pre- *" Orat. xviii. 37 ; xliii. 59. 

VOL I. 24 
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pressed by his high views of the episcopal responsibility, 
by his love for a life of contemplation, and by the sense 
of his unfitness to dispute his position with Anthimus." 
He refused to proceed to Sasima, and was then per- 
suaded by his father to assist him in the care of 
Nazianzum.*^ After the old man's death, which took 
place in 374, Gregory continued for some time to 
administer the diocese, while he endeavoured to ob- 
tain the appointment of a regular bishop ; but, find- 
ing his exertions for this purpose vain, he withdrew to 
Seleucia, where he spent three or foiu* years in retirement^ 

</ Theodosius, as a Spaniard, belonged to the Nicene 

party, but at the time of his elevation to the empire was 
only a catechumen. In the beginning of 380 he fell 
dangerously sick at Thessalonica ; when he sent for the 
bishop of the place, and, after having ascertained his 
orthodoxy, received baptism at his hands.^i His ad- 
Feb. 28, mission to the church was followed by an 

380. edict, which was at first limited to Constanti- 
nople, but in the following year was extended to all his 

Jan. 10, dominions — that those only should be 

381. acknowledged as catholic Christians who 
adhered to the faith of the co-essential Trinity, as it had 
been taught by St. Peter to the Romans, and was then 
held by Damasus of Rome and Peter of Alexandria ; 
that all who denied this doctrine should be reputed as 
heretics and discouraged.^ Gratian also — at the instiga- 
tion (it is supposed) of Ambrose, bishop of Milan — 
limited by later edicts the toleration which he had an- 
nounced in 378.^ 



° Epp. 48-50. ' Cod. Theod. XVI. L 2 ; Soz. vii. 

° De Vita sua, 495-529 ; Tillem. ix. 4. See Broglie, v. 364. 

180-1, 390-9 ; UUmann, 127. ^ Cod. Theod. XVI. v. 4-5, dated 

P Vita, 140-1 ; Tillem. ix. 404-5. from Milan, in 379, repeal the edict 

** Soc. V. 6 ; Tillem. Emp. v. 97. issued at Sirmium in the preceding 
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In November 380, Theodosius arrived at Constanti- 
nople. About two years before, when the death of 
' ''alens appeared to open a new prospect to the orthodox, 
Gregory of Nazianzum had been induced by Basil and 
other leaders of the party to undertake a mission to that 
capital.* He entered on the enterprise with much 
distrust of his qualifications. Arianism was in great 
strength at Constantinople, where the see had for nearly 
forty years been filled by its partisans. The Novatianists 
had some churches ; the ApoUinarians were gaining a 
footing in the city ; but the orthodox were very few, and 
even these were divided among themselves by sympathy 
with the opposite parties in the schism of Antioch." 
Gregory was obliged at first to officiate in the house of a 
relation — which, from the resurrection {anastasis) of the 
true faith, acquired the name of Anastasia,^ and was 
afterwards enlarged into a splendid church. At the 
outset he had to encounter much prejudice. His austere, 
simple, and recluse life appeared in unpopular contrast 
with the free and secular habits of the Arian clergy.y 
His doctrine was regarded as polytheistic.^ He was 
repeatedly assaulted by the populace, and by the staff of 
the Arian establishment — monks, virgins, and beggars j 
he was stoned, he was carried before magistrates as a 
disturber of the peace, his church was invaded by night 
and profaned.* But he persevered in his mission, and, 
although the object of it was controversial, he earnestly 
endeavoured to counteract in his hearers the prevailing 
habit of familiarly discussing the highest mysteries of 
religion — exhorting them "not to make a sport of the 

year (p. 362), and forbid all heresies. Tillem. ix. 436 ; Schrockh, xiii. 336 ; 

See Gothofr. in Cod. Theod. t. vi. UUmann, 162-3. 

117. * Vita, 143. 

* De Vita sua, 585-606 ; Vita, 142 ; y Orat. xxxiii. ; xxxvi. 2. 

Pagi in Bar. v. 464 ; Tillem. ix. 411-14, ' De Vita sua, 655. 

707 ; Ullmann, 166. » lb. 652-78 ; Soz. vii. 5 ; Tillem. 

" Greg, de Vita sua, 583, scqq. ; ix. 414, 418, 425-8, 431-3, 708-9. 



I 



372 



THEODOSIUS AT CONSTANTINOPLE. 



BookU 



things of God, as if they were matters of the theatre or o{ 
the race-course."^ By degrees, his eloquence, the practicai 
and religious tone of his doctrinal teaching, and Ae in- 
fluence of his mild and serious character, began to tcfl, 
so that the little Anastasia became unable to contain 
the crowds which resorted to it.*^ The progress d 
this success had, indeed, been slightly intemipted bj 
one Maximus, an Egyptian, who had formeiiy been a 
cynic philosopher. This man, after having insinuated 
himself into Gregory's confidence, was ordained bishq^ 
in a disorderly manner by some emissaries of Peter of 
Alexandria, although Peter had before approved of 
Gregory's mission.** But the pretender was rejected bjf 
the people, and in vain endeavoured to find snppoit 
from the emperor and from the bishop of Rome.* 
On his arrival at Constantinople, Theodosius sum- 
moned before him the Arian bishop. Demo- 
^^' ^ ' philus, and required him to subscribe tiie 
Nicene creed, on pain of deprivation. Demophilus 
assembled his flock, and reminded them of the Saviour's 
charge "when persecuted in one city" to "flee to 
another." The Arians were forthwith turned, out of all 
the churches, and began to hold their meetings without 
the walls of the capital.^ A few days after this, Theo- 



•' Orat. xxii. 8 ; xxvii. 3, 31 ; xxxii. 
20, 32, &c. ; De Vita sua, 1208, seqq.^ 
Neand. iv. 80. 

•= De Vita sua, 1079-1272 ; Soz. vii. 
9 : Gibbon, ii. 520 ; Schrockh, xiii. 
388-90. 

'* De Vita sua, 773-1030 ; Vita, 145- 
7. Gregory amuses himself with the 
change of a cynic into a bishop— of a 
(log into a shepherd — 

KvvCiV Tvrrov(Tt, toi/ lecucioroi'Troi/oieVa, 
Ktipavre^. k.t.A. 912-13. 

In the days of their friendship, Gregory 
had treated this topic very differently— 



dWA TTjv <f>v\aKiiv tov koXov, koI 
rb xnrkp tQjv \fnjx^ &ypvTwv, 
etc. Orat. xxv. 2; see Edinb. Ret. 
cxxvi. 102. 

• Damas. Ep. 5 (Patrol, xiii.): 
Theod. V. 7 ; Tillem. ix. 443-7. Maxi- 
mus contrived to get St. Ambrose into 
his interest (Ambil Ep. 14). UUmann 
(203) and Dean Milman (iii. 202) sup- 
pose ;hat by this consecration tk 
Alexandrians meant to set up a claim 
of supremacy over Constantinople. 

^ Soc. iv. 7. 
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dosius formally put Gregory into possession of the prin- 
cipal church of Constantinople. The morning was 
gloomy, Gregory was suffering from illness, and, as the 
procession passed through streets lined with troops, he 
was dismayed by the thought that a bishop should need 
such a protection against his own flock. But at the 
moment of his entrance into the choir, a sudden burst 
of sunshine lighted up the building, and the people, 
catching enthusiasm from the change, cried out that the 
emperor should place him on the episcopal throne. 
Gregory, however, declined to take his seat, and 
feeling himself, from agitation and bodily weakness, 
unable .to address the congregation, he employed the 
voice of another to speak for him — " Now it is time to 
acknowledge the benefits which the blessed Trinity has 
bestowed on us; but of the throne we will consider here- 
after." « Such was the exasperation of the Arians that 
attempts were made to assassinate him.^ 

Theodosius proceeded to assemble a council, which 
met at Constantinople on May 2, 381. It 
was composed of oriental bishops only ; but 
its decrees were afterwards gradually received through- 
out the west, and it is consequently acknowledged as the 
second general council.* A hundred and fifty orthodox 
prelates attended. Among them were Meletius, Gregory 
of Nyssa (whose brother Basil had died in the preceding 
year),^ and Cyril of Jerusalem, who had formerly been 
connected with the Semiarian party. The Macedonians 
had been invited, in the hope that they might renew the 
union which they had formed with the catholics in the 
reign of Valens; but, although thirty-six of them appeared 

8 De Vita sua, 1304-1595; Vita, 151- Fleury, vol. i. p. iii. ; Tillem. Emp. v. 

2 ; Tillem. Emp. v. 208 ; M^m. ix. 213 ; SchrOckh, ix. 305 ; Hefele, ii. 

459 ; Gibbon, ii. 521. 29-32. 

•» De Vita sua, 1445 ; Vita, 151. * Clinton, a.d. 380. 
Pagi, V. 498-9; Newman, n. on 
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in answer to the summons, it was found that they would 
not submit to a reconciliation.^ 

The earlier sessions were held under the presidency of 
Meletius, to whom the see of Antioch had lately been 
adjudged by an imperial commissary;™ and by him, 
after an examination of the pretensions of Maximus," 
Gregory was solemnly enthroned as bishop of Constan- 
tinople.® But Meletius died while the council was 
sitting,? and deplorable dissensions followed. With a 
view to healing the schisms which had so long afflicted 
the church of Antioch, six of its clergy, who were 
regarded as the most likely to be raised to the epi- 
scopate, had lately entered into an engagement, which 
is said to have been even ratified by an oath, that on 
the death of either Paulinus or Meletius, they would 
acknowledge the survivor as rightful bishop;** but a 
jealousy which had arisen between the Asiatic bishops 
and those of Egypt and the west now interfered with the 
execution of this arrangement. The Asiatics objected 
to Paulinus as having been ordained by a Latin, Lucifer, 
and as being connected with the Latin party ; and, not- 
withstanding the earnest remonstrances of Gregory,"" now 
president of the council,* whose natural inclination 
towards the Meletian party was overpowered by his 
desire of peace and by his sense of the impropriety of 
the proceeding — they consecrated Flavian, one of the 
six who are represented as having bound themselves to 
renounce their pretensions to the see.' 

* Soc. V. 8 ; Soz. vii. 7 ; Walch, ui. died out of communion with Rome, 

109. and yet is regarded as a saint. Comp. 

"* Theod. V. 3. Tillem. xvi. 372, 661. 

** The consecration of Maximus and ** Soz. vi. 7. Theodoret (v. 3) gi^-es 

his episcopal acts were annulled by a somewhat different account. (See 

the fourth canon of the council. SchrSckh, xii 51-a.) 

° De Vita sua, 1525. ' De Vita sua, 1 590-1679. 

P Tillem. viii. 374. Walch (iv. 465- • Pref to Orat. xlii. in the Bened. 

7) notices the perplexities of Romish edition, 

writers as to this case of a person who * Soc. v. 9; Soz. vii. xx ; Baron. 
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Timothy, who had just succeeded his brother Peter" at 
Alexandria, soon after arrived, with a train of bishops. 
The Egyptians were offended at not having been earlier 
summoned to the council, and were greatly exasperated 
by the late proceedings. They resolved once more to 
set up their countryman Maximus, and to depose Gregory, 
under the pretext that his appointment to Constantinople 
was in breach of a Nicene canon, which forbade the 
translation of bishops. The malice and unfairness of 
this objection were palpable; for the canon had often 
been disregarded in practice, and Gregory^s acceptance of 
the see hardly came even within its letter, inasmuch as 
he had neither acted in the diocese of Sasima, nor been 
appointed to that of Nazianzum ; much less did it violate 
the intention of the canon, which was to check the 
ambition of bishops.* But he was not disposed to con- 
test the question. He was sick both in body and in 
spirit, and even before the opening of the council had 
attempted to withdraw from his stormy position of 
eminence to the quiet life of contemplation which he 
best loved ;y he had accepted the bishoprick only in 
the hope that he might be able to mediate between the 
eastern party and that which was formed by the junction 
of the western with the Egyptian bishops.^ Both now 
turned against him — the Asiatics, because he had opposed 
them in the matter of Antioch; the bishops of Egypt and 

381. 44 ; Tillem. ix. 479 ; x. 529 ; ^ Peter seems to have before his 

Schrockh, xiii. 418 ; Ullmann, 245 ; death resumed communion with Gre- 

Newman, 417. Tillemont questions gory. Tillem. ix. 456 ; SchrSckh, xiii. 

the story of the oath(viii. '371 ; x. 527). 393. 

Walch thinks the whole account of * Cone. Nic. c. 15. The prohibition 

the arrangement improbable (iv. 462, had been more particularly repeated 

471). All that we really know of Fla- in canons of Antioch and Sardica. But 

vian is greatly to his honour (ibid. it had been so often evaded by dis- 

472-3, 476). The election was not tinctions, or overruled, that Gregory 

made by the council, but probably by styled it a "dead and extinct law." 

the bishops of the Antiochene patri- De Vita sua, 1810-11. 

archate who were then at Constanti- ^ lb. 1745 ; Vita, 153, 155. 

nople. See Walch, iv. 471. ■ De Vita sua, 1529, seqq. 
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Maced<mi% becanit^ aUbom^ Pip0«t4 te ite dtateii 

Yhsmuk, he had presided over H^ cqtmtA /kg lim 

niembeiB k ivw delciiiiiMdL Gx^fory ^mmfmi 0$iB 

one would altenqit to aiajiitm bjm i%li|% laidd^dpi 

Aat be would ,0ad^ beanoe ^ J^kmIi t» ^mgplmit 

fmkm wsves ^ pArty Hole* Hio. nmgm^imn 

iuxeplcd*-^«ct»itty ly Oe entpecar, boil wiftitt 

decent eagenieai by tbe m^fitt^ of |]ie IMK^tf wi 

be took hme ot Oie cowdk m an dbqiMit«iid pH^ 

disGoune— atating bk <»rdiodaK £Eii^ i«oim^i 

labooia at C o pt ^ aa t in opi ^ aad i^roiijj^ dbaMmiai«ii 

iQxufy and aecnlazilirt tbe jfakwai^ ,^o^ 

iribich di^gmoed tbe dmich aad her ndar_„ 

persons qoaUfied to ancceed W die bishMiikdb 

up, aodfiom it tbe empeipr 9elec|edlf^:i»ij^ 

of seaatmial nuok, wbo, bratgei yet oca^: a cated 

was fcrtbwidi baf^ued, and wlO^ a Um'^U^p 

scaated— wearing tbe qpiscoptsl p^ben Q^qgr ^^ ^ 

dress of a neophyte.* Gx^egoiy, after Im^^i^ r^^rtiff 

tinopk^ agam asmimed tbe cbaige of Ifludaiiziiiaj.«d 

he succeeded in obtaining the appointment of a regak 

bishop.*! He spent his last years in retirement, sooAinj 

himself with the composition of poetry, and died in 3& 

or 39o.« 

The council of Constantinople, by additions to th< 
article on the Holy Ghost (which were in substance taka 



• De Wta. sua, 1865-1904 ; Vita, 156. 
^ Oiat. xlii. ; Soz. vii. 7 ; Theod. v. 

8. There are also farewell poems, lib. 
ii. 4-12. 

* Theod. V. 7 ; Soz. vii. 8 ; Bingh. 
IV. ii. 16. Such sudden elevations 
had been forbidden by canons (Can. 
Nic. 2 ; Can. Sardic. 10 ; Can. Laodic. 
3). The only thing that seems credit- 
able to Nectarius (says Tillemont, ix. 
486-8) is the circumstance that, when 
Theodosiushad marched against Maxi- 
mus, the Arians, on a false report of 



^ defeat, burnt the bishop's hom 

if^ u' '^^'. *'*** ^^ *dds> even o 
this the mentoriousness is question 
able, smce the heretics do not appea 
to have acted from personal dislike 

tne bishop. 

«»Epp. 182-3; Rufin. ii. 9. 

* Vita, 157-8 ; TiUem. ix. 505, 555 
Ullmann. 271-97 ; Pagi (vL 30) sayi 
391. Cf Life of Bp. KenbyaLaj: 
man (J. L. Anderdon), ed. 2, pp. 739, 
scqq. 
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from a work of Epiphanius, written some years before), 
brought the Nicene creed to its present form, except that 
the procession of the Holy Spirit from the Son was not 
mentioned/ Among its canons was one which assigned 
to the bishop of Constantinople a precedence next after 
the bishop of Rome — "forasmuch as it is a new Rome."« 

Of the heresies condemned by the council, the only 
one which has not been already noticed is the Apol- 
linarian. The founder of this, Apollinarius or Apolli- 
naris, was son of an Alexandrian rhetorician of the same 
name, who settled at Laodicea in Syria. Both father 
and son were distinguished as writers; they were the 
chief authors of the ingenious substitutes for the classics 
by which the Christians endeavoured to baffle Julian's 
intention of excluding them from the cultivation of 
literature ; and the younger Apollinarius especially had 
gained a high reputation by his controversial works 
against various forms of heresy.** He was honoured 
with the friendship of St. Athanasius,^ and in 362 was 
appointed to the bishoprick of Laodicea.^ 

An opinion condemned by the Alexandrian council of 
362^ has been wrongly identified with the error of Apol- 
linarius, which was not put forth until later."* It was. 



' Epiphan, * Ancoratus,' 121 (t. ii. p. 
124). See Tillem. ix. 494-6 ; Hefele, 
ii. 10 ; Stanley, 174. The first men- 
tion of these additions as having been 
made by the council of Constantinople 
was at the council of Chalcedon, a. d. 
451. (Labbe, iv. 309 [i.e. 323]). The 
first appearance of Jilioque in the 
creed is at the council of Toledo, a.d. 
589 (Giesel. II. i. 107). See hereafter. 

s Can. 3. Baronius (381. 35) asserts 
that this canon, so inconsistent with 
the later papal pretensions, is spurious ; 
but he is refuted by Pagi (in loc), and 
Alexandre Noel (viii. 177). The last 
of the seven canons ascribed to the 
council is spurious, and of date later 



than 455 ; the 5th and 6th probably 
belong to a council held at Constanti- 
nople in the year after the general 
council. Sec SchrSckh, xii. 58 ; Routh's 
Script. Eccl. Opuscula, i. 422 ; New- 
man, n. on Fleury, vol. i. p. 20 ; He- 
fele, ii. 27. 

•» SchrSckh, xiii. 223-5. 

^ Epiph. Ixxvii. 2. Socrates (ii. 46) 
and Sozomen (vi. 23) tell a story as 
to the formation of the sect, which is 
clearly inconsistent with known dates. 

^ Tillenf. vii. 611, 790. 

1 Hard. i. 736- 

™ See Walch, iii. 130 ; Schrfickh, 
xiii. 227-8 ; Neand. iv. 104. 
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however, current during the last years of Athanasius, 
who wTote in refutation of it, although — ^probably from 
'considerations of old friendship, and of the services 
which Apollinarius had formerly rendered to the ortho- 
dox cause — he abstained from mentioning his name." 

While the Arians altogether denied the existence of a 
human soul in Christ,® and employed the texts which 
relate to his humanity as proofs of the imperfection of 
his higher nature, Apollinarius followed the Platonic 
school in dividing the nature of man into body, animal 
or vital soul (ylruxv)* ^^^ intellectual or rational soul 
(voC?).P From the variableness and sinfulness of man's 
rational soul he argued that, if the Saviour had had such 
a soul, he must together with it have had its freedom of 
will, and therefore a tendency to sin ; consequently (he 
proceeded to say), t/iat part of man's nature was not 
assumed by the Saviour, but the Divine Logos supplied 
its place, controlling the evil impulses of the animal soul, 
of which the body is the passive instrumental Some of 
the followers of Apollinarius, if not he himself, main- 
tained that the flesh of Christ existed before his appear- 
ance in the world, and was not taken by him of the 
substance of the blessed Virgin, but was brought down 
from heaven — a notion for which they professed to find 
authority in some texts of Scripture."* 

o Ath. ad Epictctum (Opera, ii. 901, and Vitalis, Apollinarian bishop oi 
seqq.) ; adv. ApoIIin. libri ii. (of which Antioch, in Epiph. Ixxvii. 3 ; Theod. 
the genuineness is doubtful) ; Tillem. Haer. Fab. iv. 8 ; Walch, iii. 183 ; 
vii. 614 ; SchrOckh, xiii. 228, 234 ; Neand. iv. 93, 104; GieseL I. ii. 72-3. 
Mdhler, ii. 204 ; Newman, n. on •» Ath. c. ApoIIin. i. 2 ; ii. 6 ; Greg. 
Athan. Orat. 502. Walch (iii. 171-2) Nyss. 40 ; Rufin. ii. 20. Justin Mar- 
aud Schrdckh (xii. 222) are inclined to tyr speaks of the Saviour as having 
think that St. Athanasius did not write (TW^ua Kal \oy6p Kal ^vx'^v (ApoL 
against ApoUinarianism as such. ii. 10) ; but the meaning is evidently 
o See p. 288. not Apollinarian— the distinction be- 
P Greg. Nyss. ' Antirrhetic' 48 (in tween xf/vx^J and vovs not being in 
Zacagni, 'Collectanea Monumento. the writer's thought. See Petav. de 
rum,' Rom. 1698). See the account Incam. I. vi, 6-7, 14. 
f the conference between Epiphanius ' £.^. John i. 14 ; iii. 13 ; I Cor. xv 
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After the death of Athanasius, Apollinarius published 
his opinions more openly.^ He did not suppose himself 
to be opposed to the catholic faith, but rather to have 
discovered the true grounds on which it was to be 
maintained.' Finding however that this view of the 
matter was not generally accepted, he formed a sect of 
his own, setting up bishops at Antioch and elsewhere ;" 
and, like Bardesanes and Arius, he procured 
currency for his doctrines by embodying * * 37 • 
them in hymns and popular songs.'^ Notwithstanding 
the anathemas pronounced against Apollinarianism by 
many synods, and at last by the general council of Con- 
stantinople, its founder retained his bishoprick until his 
death, which took place before the year 392. The sect 
appears to have run into further errors, but did not long 
survive him.^ 



47. Gregory of Nazianzum, Ep. 202 
(t. ii. • 168), says that he had found 
this in one of the heresiarch's own 
writings (cf. Ep. 101, p. 87 ; Greg. 
Nyss. Antirr. 12, 24-5, 33 ; Epiph. 
Ixxvii. 2, 13 ; Theod. Haer. Fab. iv. 
9 ; Petav. de Incarn. I. vi. 8-9) ; but 
Schrockh (xiii. 236) disbelieves him 
(comp. Walch, iii. 160, 191-3). M6hler 
(ii. 265-6) has some good remarks as 
to the proneness of German protestant 
writers on the history of doctrines 
^with whom he might have included 
many writers of his own church) to 
deny the truth of all statements which 
do not fall in with their own theories. 
* Tilltfm. vi. 615-T6 ; Newman, 302. 



* Neand. iv. 104. Yet Gregory of 
Nazianzum (Ep. loi, p. 92) and Theo- 
doret (Haer. Fab. iv. 8) say that, al- 
though he admitted the co-essentiality 
of the three Divine Persons, he dis- 
tinguished the Spirit, Son, and Father, 
as respectively great, greater, and 
greatest. 

" Tillem. vii. 620 ; Schrockh, xiii. 

255. 

* Soz. vi. 25. 

y Vales, n. in Sozom. vi. 25 ; Pag 
in Baron, v. 397, 456; Tillem. vii. 623-. 
6, 630 ; Schrftckh, xiii. 256-7, 262. The 
article on Apollinarius in Herzog is 
entirely favourable to him. 
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CHAPTER V. 

FROM THE END OF THE SECOND GENERAL COUNCIL TO 
THE DEATH OF THEODOSIUS ST. AMBROSE. 

A.D. 381-395. 

I. It has been mentioned that the Arian Auxentius was 
allowed by Valentinian to retain the important see of 
Milan.* On his death, in 374, the emperor was re- 
quested to nominate an archbishop, but, agreeably to his 
principle of avoiding interference in spiritual affairs, he 
referred the choice to the people. An eager contest 
ensued between the catholics and the Arians. AVhile 
both parties were assembled in the principal church, and 
it seemed likely that their excitement would break out 
into deeds of ^dolence, the governor of Liguria, Ambrose, 
appeared, and made a speech exhorting them to peace. 
When he ceased, a little child, it is said, was heard to 
utter the words, " Ambrose, bishop ! " and immediately 
the cry was caught up by the whole assemblage.^ The 
governor, who, although of Christian parentage, was as 
yet only a catechumen, wished to avoid an office so alien 
from his former thoughts and studies. He attempted by 
various devices to convince the Milanese that his character 
was unsuitable ; he fled more than once from the city; 
but he was brought back, and, as Valentinian approved 
of the election, was consecrated within a week after his 
baptism, c 

* Page 356. account of the danger of i»ide, it did 

I* Vita Ambrosii, by Paulinus, 6 (Pa- not apfUy here (x. 92-3)1 It is ?m»<:ng 

trol. xiv.) ; Soc. iv. ao ; Soz. vi. 24. to contrast his remarks 00 the ele\-a- 

*= Tillemont argues that, as the Scrip- tion of Ambrose with those on the 

tural order against the promotion of a parallel case of Nectarxus. See above. 

** novice " (I Tim. iii. 6) \k-as given on p. 376. 
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brose, the son of a praetorian prefect of Gaul, had 
educated as an advocate, and at the time of his 
)n to the archbishoprick was thirty-four years of 

He forthwith set himself to make up by assiduous 
for his previous neglect of theological learning.® 
uld seem that, on his sudden elevation, he )delded 
If without suspicion or reserve to the tendencies of 
ishion of religion which he found prevailing ; and 
he combination of this with his naturally lofty and 
itic character resulted a mixture of qualities which 

almost seem incompatible, — of manliness, com- 
ng dignity, and strong practical sense, with a 
il mysticism and a zealous readiness to encourage 
>rward the growing superstitions of the age.^ ** The 
ad New Testament," it has been well said, " met in 
)erson of Ambrose — the implacable hostility to 
ry, the abhorrence of every deviation from the 
ished form of belief; the wise and courageous 
olence, the generous and unselfish devotion to the 
interests of humanity." « 
tT the death of Valentinian, Ambrose acquired a 

influence over the mind of Gratian, 
hose especial instruction he wrote *^' ^^' 
treatises. *» But in Justina, the widow of the late 



, V. 268 ; Tillem. x. 82. 



)7-9- 



Factum est ut pnus 



icipcrem quam discere. Dis- 
gitur mihi simul et docendum 
iam non vacavit ante discere." 
: Offic. Ministr. I. i. 4. 
ivas not, however, without ex- 
On one occasion he broke 
I sold his church-plate for the 
on of captives who had been 
»»ray by barbarians. DeanMil- 
i (iu. 246), " Even Fleury ar- 
t they were not consecrated 
But Fleury (xvii. 39) adds 
"reserved those which were 



consecrated for some greater need ; " 
and in this he is warranted by St. 
Ambrose himself, who says (De Offic. 
Ministr. ii. 28) that imconsecrated 
plate is to be used for such purposes 
Arstf although the consecrated may 
follow if required ; in which case the 
vessels ought to be broken down, to 
prevent profanation. This course was 
afterwards sanctioned by councils, e.g. 
Cone. Remense, a.d. 625 or 630, c. 22. 

s Milman, iii. 245. 

h Schrockh, xiv. 163-76 ; Gibbon 
il 529 ; Broglie, vi. c. 5. 
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emperor, and mother of the younger Valentinian (whose 
chief residence was at Milan), he found a bitter and 
persevering enemy. This princess was devoted to the 
Arian creed, and her first disagreement with Ambrose 
appears to have been in 379, when he defeated her in an 
attempt to procure the appointment of a heretical bishop 
to Sirmium.* But notwithstanding this collision, when 
tidings reached Milan in 383 that Gratian had been 
murdered at Lyons by the partisans of the rebel 
Maximus, Justina placed her young son in the arch- 
bishop's arms, and entreated him to become his pro- 
tector. Ambrose accepted the charge, proceeded to 
Treves, where Maximus had fixed his court,. and obtained 
his consent to a partition of the west — Maximus taking 
for himself Britain, Gaul, and Spain, while the other 
countries were left to Valentinian.^ 

Two years later, however, a fresh contest with the 
empress-mother arose. Ambrose had succeeded in 
extinguishing Arianism among the citizens of Milan, so 
that its only adherents in the place were a portion of the 
court and some Gothic soldiers.* To these the arch- 
bishop was required, on the approach of 
Easter, to give up, first, the Portian basilica, 
(a church without the walls,)™ and afterwards the largest 
church within the city, which had just been erected on 
the site now occupied by that which bears his name. 
He was twice summoned before the council, who told 
him that he must yield to the imperial power. He 
replied that he was ready to part with anything that was 
his own — even his life ; but that he was not at liberty to 
surrender what was sacred : " Palaces," he said, " are for 
the emperor; churches are for God^s priests." ° The 

* Paulinus, ii. *" On the site of the church of St 

^ Soc. V. 11 ; Tillem. x. 153 ; Gib- Victor, which is within the walls of 

bon, ii. 529. later date. 

' Ambr. Ep. xx. 12. ° Ep. xx. 8. In allusion to the man- 
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lace of the city were greatly excited. They tore 
the hangings which had been put up by way of 
ling the churches for the reception of the emperor ; 
seized an Arian presbyter in the streets, and would 
ibly have killed him, if Ambrose had not interposed 
scue him; they surrounded the palace while the 
dshop was in attendance on the council. The 
dal ministers in alarm entreated him to restrain his 
lans ; Ambrose answered that it was in his power to 
n from exciting them, but that it was in God's hand 
to appease them; that, if he were suspected of 
g instigated the tumult, he ought to be punished by 
hment or otherwise. Even the soldiery showed a 
sition to take part with the catholics, and some of 
, who had been sent to occupy the new church, 
red that they were come, not to fight, but to join 
e archbishop's prayers. The empress at length 
2d, and a heavy fine which had been laid on the 
rs of Milan as a punishment for the first demon stra- 
n favour of Ambrose was remitted.® 
the beginning of the following year an edict was 
i, allowing entire freedom of religion jan. 23, 
ose who should 'profess the creed of 3^6. 
ni, and denouncing death against all who should 
5t them.P Soon after its publication Ambrose was 
red, under pain of deprivation, to argue his cause 
the bishop of the Arian party, a Goth who had 



/hich Justina carried about her 
s establishment, Ambrose says 

the Goths had formerly lived 
l^ons, they now had a waggon 
:hurch (ib. 12). Writers who 
; his conduct usually overlook 
:what important disdnction — 
le demand was not that he 

allow the Arians to exercise 
trorship, but that he should 
r to them a building which 



belonged to the catholics. Neander 
(whose admiration of Christian heroes 
is sometimes even stronger than his 
love for sectarianism) vindicates Am- 
brose, and supposes that if the first 
concession had been made, others 
would soon have been required, iv. 91. 

^ Ambr. £p. 20 ; Milman, iii. 248. 

P Cod. Theod. XVI. L 4 ; iv. i ; S02. 
vii. 13. 
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assumed the name of the former Arian bishc^, 
Auxentius,** in the presence of the emperor and some 
lay judges ; but he boldly refused, on the ground that 
matters of faith ought not to be submitted to such a 
tribunal' When Easter was again at hand, a fresh 
demand was made for the church within the 
■ ■ ^ ' walls. With an allusion to the story of 
Naboth, Ambrose replied that he would not give up the 
inheritance of his fathers, the holy and orthodox bishops 
who had filled the see before him. On being ordered 
to leave the city, he refused to yield except to force, 
and his flock, in fear lest he should either withdraw or 
be carried off, anxiously guarded him — passing several 
nights in the church and the adjoining buildings, while 
the outlets were watched by the imperial soldiers. 
During these vigils Ambrose introduced, for the first time 
in the west, a mode of singing which had lately origin- 
ated in somewhat similar circumstances at Antioch^— 
that, instead of leaving the psalmody to the choristers, 
the whole congregation should divide itself into two 
choirs, by which the chant was to be taken up alter- 
nately.* 

The matter was still undecided, when Ambrose, on 
proceeding to complete the consecration of the church 
which had been the object of so much contention," was 
requested by his people to use the same ceremonies as 
on a certain forme-r occasion. He answered that he 
would do so if relics of saints should be found, and gave 
orders to dig up the pavement near the altar-rails in the 
church of St. Felix and St Nabor ; when two skeletons 
were discovered, of extraordinary size, " such as the olden 

^ Ambr. Sermo de Basilicis traden- *■ £p. 21, with the annexed sermon 

dis, 22, Patrol, xvi. 1014. * De Basilids tradendis ; ' Aug. Omf. 

*■ Ep. 21. ix. IS ; Bingham, XIV. i. 11 ; Gudran- 

" Soc. vi. 8. Sec Suicer, s. v. dvri- ger, 'Institutions Liturgiques/ i. 101-5. 

<pUfyov. " Broglie, vi. 189. 
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time produced," with the heads separated from the 
bodies, and with a large quantity of fresh blood.* These 
reUcs, after having been exposed for two days, were 
deposited in the new church. Demoniacs who were 
brought near to them showed signs of great disturbance ; 
some of the possessed declared that the bones were those 
of martyrs, and proclaimed their names, Gervasius and 
Protasius — ^names which had been utterly forgotten, but 
which old men were at length able to remember that 
they had heard in former days;y in other cases the 
demons cried out that all who refused to confess the true 
doctrine of the Trinityj as it was taught by Ambrose, 
would be tormented even as they themselves then were.' 
Other miracles are related as having been wrought by 
the touch of the cloth which covered the relics, and even 
by their shadow as they were carried along. The most 
noted was, that a butcher, well known in Milan, who had 
lost his sight, recovered it on touching the hem of the 
pall ; and, as a witness to the cure, he became for the 
rest of his days sacristan of the church in which they 
were preserved. The general excitement was now such, 
that, although the Arians questioned and ridiculed the 
miracles,* Justina no longer ventured to press her claims 
against the bishop, who was supposed to have been dis- 
tinguished by a Divine interposition in his behalf.^ 



' Ambr. £p. xxii. 3, la ; Aug. Con£ 
PC. 16. 

7 Ambr. 1. c. 12. See Acta SS., Jiin. 
18, pp. 680, seqq. 

■ Ambr. 1. c. ai. 

• Ambr. ib. 17, 33. 

** I have related this a^air witbout 
making any comment on it in the text. 
But, even if the probability of a mira- 
cle, or of a series of miracles, on siich 
an occasion be g^ranted, tbere ^re 
serious difficulties in the way of re- 
ceiving the narrative in its en^eness, 
with Dr. Newman (Church of the 

VOL. I. 



Fathers, chap. tii. ; Essay on Miracles, 
pp. 185-200). Le Clerc, Mosheim (i. 
352), Mr. Isaac Taylqr(' Ancient Chris- 
tianity,' etc. i. 475 ; ii. 258-71), and 
Mr. Henry Rogers (Essays, ii. 2x5- 
22) charge St. Ambrose with impos- 
ture. This .accusation, indeed, must 
not be rejected without a due cpnsider- 
ation of the very dangerous maxims 
which prevailed as to the Utwfulness 
of using deceit for religious ends — a 
practice maintained by all the eminent 
teachers of the age, with the excep- 
tion of St. Augustine, who held all 
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An apprehension of renewed danger from Maximus 
may perhaps have contributed to this result^ 

A.D. 3 7. j^ ^^ following year Ambrose was again sent 
to the court of Treves, with a commission to treat for the 
delivery of Gratian's body. He asserted in a remarkable 
manner the dignity of the episcopal character, but re- 
turned without effecting his object ;** and soon after 
Maximus, in violation of his engagements, invaded the 
territories of Valentinian. The young emperor and his 
mother fled for protection to Theodosius, who in the 
summer of 388 marched westwards, defeated the usurper, 
who was given up by his own adherents, and was put to 
death ; and for a time the victor fixed his residence at 
Milan.® 

The power which Ambrose had exerted over the 
younger princes was no less felt by " the Great " Theo- 
dosius. Soon after his arrival at Milan the emperor was 
about to seat himself within that part of the cathedral 
which was appropriated to the clergy, when the arch- 



falsehood to be unlawful for Chris- 
tians. (Sec Chrysost. de Sacerdotio, 
i, 5 ; Cassian. Collat. xvii. 17, seqq. ; 
SchrOckh, ix. 343-58 ; Neander's Chry- 
sostomus, i. 93-6 ; Giescl. I. ii. 307 ; 
Gilly's Vigilantius, 266-9, ^'^ *^^ 
quotation from Coleridge, p. 269 ; and 
for Augustine, his book * Contra Men- 
dacium ' ; Dupin, iii. 227-8 ; Schrdckh, 
XV. 319.) But even if we should ven- 
ture to adopt the supposition of Le 
Clerc and his followers, the case is 
still encumbered with difficulties ; nor 
have I met with any theory which 
will satisfactorily remove them all. 
(See Schrockh, ix. 214-17 ; Milman, iii. 
253.) Without giving any opinion on 
the question, I may remark that the 
variations between the reports as to 
the finding of the relics will warrant 
us in making large deductions from 
similar stories on the grounds of exag- 
geration and imperfect testimony. St. 



Augustine— who might be supposed 
an imexceptionable witness, since he 
was himself at Milan when the thug 
took place, while his mother was a 
zealous adherent of the archbishop- 
tells us (Confess, ix. 16) that the dis- 
covery was announced to Ambrose by 
a vision, and that the bodies had been 
IM-eserved uncorrupted : whereas St. 
Ambrose himself mentions no other 
previous intimation than that he felt 
a glow (anlor) when the digging was 
begim, and it is clear from his narra- 
tive (Ep. 22) that the bodies were 
reduced to skeletons. [As to the case 
of the butcher, see Twisleton, ' The 
Tongue not essential to Speech,' pp. 
206, seqq.] « DujMn, ii. 252. 

* Ambr. Ep 24 ; Tillem. x. 195 ; 
Schrdckh, xiv. 235-7. 

• Pacatus, Panegyr. 43-4 (Patrol, 
xiii.): Soc. V. 14; Philostorg. x. 8: 
Gibbon, iL 535-8. 
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bishop desired him to withdraw to a position at the head 
of the laity. Theodosius expressed thanks for the ad- 
monition, excused himself on the ground that at Con- 
stantinople the imperial seat was within the railings of 
the choir, and on his return to the east, astonished the 
more courtly clergy of his capital by introducing the 
practice of Milan/ 

The zeal of Theodosius for unity of faith and worship 
among his subjects was encouraged and 
directed by Ambrose, who assumed a right '^' ^ 
of moral control over the emperor's proceedings. On 
one occasion, at least, this influence appears to have 
been pushed beyond the bounds of equity. The Chris- 
tians of Callinicum, in Mesopotamia, had destroyed a 
Jewish synagogue, and, in revenge for an insult offered 
to some monks, as they were on their way to keep a 
festival, had also burnt a Valentinian place of worship. 
Theodosius ordered that the bishop of the town, who 
had encouraged these proceedings, should restore the 
buildings, or pay the price of them. On hearing of the 
order, Ambrose wrote to the emperor by way of remon- 
strance, and, as his letter had no effect, he followed it up 
by a personal appeal in a sermon, maintaining that it was 
inconsistent with the duty of a Christian prince to sanction 
the employment of Christian funds for such purposes. 
Theodosius yielded, and recalled his sentence.^ We 
may be inclmed to wonder that Ambrose, if he failed 
to see the injustice of the position which he advanced, 
and its inconsistency with any sound principles of civil 
government, was yet not led to suspect its truth by the 
consideration that it would have warranted the oppression 
of a Christian minority by heathens, or of an orthodox 

' Soc. V. 24. This incident is by Schrockh, xiv. 256-7. 

some writers (as Theodoret, v. z8) im- s Ambr. £p. xl.-xli. ; PauUnus, 23, 

probably connected with the ^etuutce i ; Baron. 388. 82-92 ; Gibbon, ii. 

of Theodosius. See Tillem. x. 2x8-19 ; 546-7. 
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minority by heretics. But so far was he from feeling any 
misgiving on this account, that he even ventured to 
cite the destruction of churches under Julian, and the 
recent btuning of the episcopal house at Constantmople 
by the Arians, as if tiiese acts were sufficient precedents 
for a justification of the Mesopotamian outrages.^ 

An interposition of a more creditable nature followed. 
The most prominent defect in the noble and amiable 
character of Theodosius was a proneness to violent anger. 
That he could be merciful after great provocation was 
remarkably shown in his forgiveness of the people of 
Antioch, who in 387 rose in sedition on accoimt of a 
tax, burnt some houses, and threw down the statues of 
the emperor, of his deceased wife, to whom he had been 
tenderly attached, and of other members of his fiamily.* 
But in 390 his passion became the occasion of a fearfiil 
tragedy at Thessalonica. The populace of that city, on 
the occasion of a chariot-race, demanded the release of a 
favourite charioteer, whom Botheric, commander-in-chief 
of the district, had imprisoned for attempting an abomin- 
able crime; and on Botheric's refusal, they broke out 
into tumult, and murdered him with many of his soldieiy 
and others. The emperor, although greatly exasperated 
by the report of the insurrection, promised, at the inter- 
cession of Ambrose, to pardon the Thessalonians ; bat 
his secular advisers, who regarded with great jealousy 
the influence of the bishop over his mind, were after- 
wards able, by insisting on the heinous character of the 



h Ep. xl. X3-ZS. Tfllemont (x. aoo-x) 
appears to. rely more on parallels than 
on arguments for the defence of Am- 
brose. Scfarflckh (vii. 391-3) is strcmgly 
against the archbishop. Comp. Bayle, 
art. Abdas, note C. Gregory the 
Great acted on a different principle in 
the matter of the Jews of Terracina 
£pp. i. 10, 35), and in a similar case 



at Pakimo Cue BS)- "L'igUse, di- 
sons-le, dans sa matemelle prudence, 
est loin d'avcnr ratifi^ -sur ces points 
ducats tous les anathimes d'An- 
broise/' etc Broglie, vL 251. 

* So£. viL 83 ; Theod. v. so : TOlcm. 
£n^. V. 463^ ; Gibbon, ii. 545. See 
below, Bo(^ III. c X. 
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offence, to procure from him an order which was care- 
fully kept secret from Ambrose. The people of Thessa- 
lonica were invited to a performance of games in the 
circus, and, while there assembled, were attacked by an 
overwhelming force of soldiers. Neither age nor sex 
was regarded ; no distinction was made between guilty 
and innocent, citizen and stranger. For three hours an 
indiscriminate butchery was carried on, and at least 
seven thousand victims perished.^ 

The report of this massacre affected Ambrose with the 
deepest horror. Theodosius was then absent from Milan, 
and before his return the archbishop retired into the 
country, whence he wrote a letter,^ exhorting him to 
repent, and declaring that, until due penance should be 
performed, he had been forbidden by God to offer the 
eucharistic sacrifice in the emperor's presence. The 
letter had its effect in convincing Theodosius of the guilt 
which he had incurred by allowing treacherous barbarity 
to take the place of justice. But this was not enough 
for Ambrose. As Theodosius was about to enter the 
Portian church, the archbishop met him in the porch ; 
laying hold of his robe, he desired him to withdraw, as 
a man polluted with innocent blood; and when the 
emperor spoke of his contrition, Ambrose told him that 
private regrets were insufficient to expiate so grievous 
a wrong. Theodosius submitted and retired. For eight 
months he remained in penitential seclusion, laying aside 
all his imperial ornaments, until at the Christmas season 
he presented himself before the archbishop, and humbly 
entreated readmission into the church. Ambrose required, 
as a condition of his granting this, that some practical fruit 
of repentance should be shown ; and the emperor con- 
sented to issue a law by which, in order to guard against 

^ This is |Ke lowest estimate the number at more than 15,000. 
(Theod. V. 17). Some writers reckon Gibbon, ii. 545. • * Ep. 51. 
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the effects of sudden anger, the execution of all capital 
punishments was to be deferred until thirty days after 
the sentence." Having thus gained the privilege of 
readmission into the communion of the faithful, Theo- 
dosius, on being allowed to enter the church, prostrated 
himself on the pavement with every demonstration of the 
deepest grief and humiliation; and Ambrose, in his 
funeral oration over the emperor, assures us that from 
that time he never passed a day without recalling to 
mind the crime into which he had been betrayed by his 
passion.** 

The behaviour of Theodosius in this remarkable affair 
was evidently not the result of weakness or pusillanimity, 
but of a real feeling of his guilt — z, sincere acknowledg- 
ment of a higher Power to which all worldly greatness is 
subject. In order to judge rightly of Ambrose's con- 
duct, we must dismiss from our minds some recollections 
of later times, which may be very likely to intrude them- 
selves. The archbishop appears to have been actuated 
by no other motive than a solemn sense of his duty. He 
felt the dignity with which his office invested him ; he 
held himself bound, by interposing it in behalf of justice 
and humanity, to control the excesses of earthly power. 
His sternness towards the emperor has nothing in 
common with the assumptions of those who, in after 
ages, used the names of God and his church to cover 
their own pride and love of domination. 

In the autumn of 391 Theodosius returned to the east, 
leaving Valentinian in possession, not only of his original 
dominions, but of those which had been ceded to Maximus 
after the murder of Gratian. Justina had died in 388, 
and from that time the young emperor was entirely under 
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Cod. Theod. IX. xl. 13. 18 ; Baron. 390. a-30 ; Tillem. x. 209- 

" Ambr. in Obit. Theod. 34 (Patrol. 15 ; Schrockh, xiv. 250-60 ; Gibb<ni, 
xvi. 1396) ; Soz. vii. 24-5 ; Theod. v. ii. 544-8 ; Milman, lii,^ 258, seqq. 
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the guidance of Ambrose.*^ In 392 he wrote from Vienne, 
urgently desiring the archbishop to visit him — partly in 
order to establish a better relation with the Frankish 
general Arbogast, who had been placed with him by 
Theodosius as a protector, but had begun to show 
symptoms of a dangerous ambition ; and partly to ad- 
minister the sacrament of baptism, which Valentinian, 
according to the custom of the time, had hitherto de- 
layed to receive. Ambrose set out in obedience to the 
summons ; but before his arrival, Valentinian May 15, 
had been murdered by the Frank.? Once 392. 
more Theodosius moved into the west, to put down the 
rhetorician Eugenius, whom Arbogast had raised to a 
nominal sovereignty. But within four months jan. 17, 
after his victory he died at Milan — the last 395- 
emperor who fully maintained the dignity of the Roman 
name.<i Ambrose survived him a little more than two 
years, and died on Easter eve, 397.' 

II. Although paganism lost the ascendency which it 
had possessed during the brief reign of Julian, it yet 
for a time enjoyed full toleration.* While barbarians 
threatened the empire, its rulers felt the inexpediency of 
irritating that large portion of their subjects which 



o Tillem. x. 243. 

P lb. 244 ; Hist, des Emp. v. 350. 
He was buried at Milan, and Am- 
brose preached a funeral sermon. 
** On this occasion," says Gibbon (ii 
551), " the humanity of Ambrose 
tempted him to make a singular 
breach in his theological system, and 
to comfort the weeping sisters of 
Valentinian by the firm assurance, 
that their pious brother, though he 
had not received the sacrament of 
baptism, was introduced, without diffi- 
culty, into the mansions of eternal 
bliss." Surely there is nothing incon- 



sistent with Ambrose's system in argu- 
ing, as he here does (De Obitu Valent. 
51-3), that a person who was cut off by 
a violent death, while preparing for 
baptism and earnestly desiring it, 
might be judged of in the same way 
as those who were martyred in their 
catechumenate. See Bingham, vol. ii. 
p. 275 (Lett. I. on Absolution). 

fl Gibbon, ii. 539-40. 

' Tillem. x. 365 ; Pagi in Baron, vi. 
340. 

■ Amm. Marcell. xxx. 9; Neand. 
iii. 96-9 ; Beugnot, i. 233. 
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adhered to the old religion. Valentinian and his brother, 
indeed, carried on a searching inquiry after the practice 
of magical arts, and punished those concerned in it 
severely — in many cases with death.* But the edicts on 
this subject were only renewals of earlier lawsj" and the 
motive of them was not religious but political, inasmuch 
as the practices of divinatioh and theurgy were connected 
with speculations and intrigues as to matters of state. 
These practices were carried on, not by the ignorant 
vulgar alone, but by members of the old Roman aristo- 
cracy, and by the high philosophic party which had been 
powerful under Julian ; and many persons both of the 
aristocratic and of the philosophical classes were among 
the victims of Valentinian's laws.* The consultation of 
the aruspices for innocent purposes was, however, still 
allowed.y Guards of soldiers were allowed . to protect 
the temples, although Christians were exempt from this 
service.* Valentinian even endowed the priesthood with 
privileges exceeding those which they had received 
from his heathen predecessors, and in some respects 
greater than those which the Christians enjoyed;* and 
the orthodox subjects of Valens com^ained that, while 
they themselvfes were subjected t9 banishment and dis- 
abilities on account of their faith, the heathens were 
freely allowed to practise all the rites of their idolatry— 



* Cod. Theod. IX. xvi. 7-8 ; Amm. 
Marc, xxilc. 2. Magical books were 
condemned to destruction, and many 
works of other kinds unhappily 
perishied through being confounded 
with them. SchrSckh, vii. 31. 

" Beugnot, i. 244. 

* Aihong them was the philosopher 
Maximus (see p. 339X who was espe- 
cially obnoxious because, in the reign 
of Julian, he had denounced Valeh- 
tinian as disrespectful to the gods. 
(Zosim. iv. 1, 2, 15 ; Eunap. Vita 
Maximi, pp. 479-80, ed. Boissonade, 



Paris, 1849 ; Baron. 364. i^ ; 370. 99- 
102 ; TlUem. £mp. y. 6-to, 110 ; 
Gibbon, ii. 389, 394-7 ; Beugnot, i. 
247, seqq. ; Mllman, iii. 1x2-18). St 
Chrysostoib gives a reriiarkable iu> 
count of the danger which he himself 
and a friend incurred by finding a booic 
of magic floating down the Orontes. 
Horn. 28 in Acta Apost. (t. ix. pp- 
293-4, ed. Montf.). 

J' Cod. Thedd. IX. xvi. 9. 

« lb. XVI. i. I. 

* Schrdckh, Vii: 203 ; Beugnot, 
«34- 
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even the impure and frantic worship of Bacchus.*^ In 
364 Valentinian forbade nocturnal sacrifices ; but on 
receiving a representation that the Greeks would con- 
sider life intolerable if they were deprived of their 
myisteries, he exempted these from the operation of his 
law.® At 1 later period, Valentinian and Valens were 
induced by political causes to prohibit all animal sacri- 
fices ; yet the other rites of heathen worship were still 
permitted; and at Rome and Alexandria, where paganism 
was strong, the edict was not enforced.^ 

Under Theodosius and the contemporary emperors of 
the west th^re was a more decided movement for the 
suppression of paganism. In 381, and again in 385, 
Theodosius renewed the laws against sacrifices.® In 386 
he sent Cynegius, the prefect of the east, into Egypt, 
with a commission to shut up the temples.' But while 
the law spared the buildings themselves, the zeal of 
Christians very often exceeded it So long as the 
temples were standing, they alarmed one party with the 
apprehension, and flattered the other with the hope, that 
a second Juliem might arise.* In order to remove the 
occasion of such feelings, many temples were destroyed, 
and in some cases it was alleged by way of pretext 
(whether truly or otherwise) that sacrifice had been 
illegally offered in them.^ The work of demolition was 
chiefly incited or executed by monks; in countries where 
these did not abound — such as Greece — the splendid 
monuments of heathen architecture were allowed to 
remain, wheUier disused, employed as churches, or con- 
to Soc. iv. i6 ; Theodoret, iv. 34 ; V. :* Libanitfs de Teftiplis, ed. Reiske, 
31. Many inscriptions show hoW t. ii. pp. 163, x8o-x. 
members of the aristocracy prided • Cod. Theod. XVI. x. 7, 9. 
themselves on bearing priestly titles, f ^osim. iv. 37 ; Idatius, a.d. 388 
especially in connexion with the (Patrol, bcxiv.) ; Beugnot, i. 360. 
worship of oriental deities. lieu- s Gibbon, iii. 10. 
mont, i. 708. h Neand. iii. 104. 
^ Zosim. iv. 3 ; Beugnot, i. 244. 
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verted to secular purposes.* The celebrated sophist 
Libanius composed a plea for the temples, which has 
the form of a speech addressed to the emperor, although 
it was probably neither delivered before him, nor even 
presented to him in writing.^ The orator complains of 
black-garbed men, more voracious than elephants, and 
insatiably thirsty, although veiling their sensuality under 
an artificial paleness ; that, although the law forbade no 
part of paganism except bloody sacrifices, these monks 
went about committing acts of outrage and plimder; 
that they treated the priests with violence ; that they 
even seized lands under the pretence that they had been 
connected with illegal rites; and that, if appeal were 
made to ** the shepherds in the cities " {ie, the bishops), 
the complainants, instead of obtaining any redress, were 
told that they had been only too gently treated. He 
traces all the calamities of the time to the change of 
religion. He appeals to the New Testament precepts in 
proof that the forcible measures of the Christians were 
contrary to the spirit which their own faith •inculcated. 
He endeavours to alarm the superstition of his readers, 
by saying that the service of the ancient deities was still 
kept up in Egypt, because the Christians themselves 
feared to risk the fertility of the country by suppressing 
it.i 

In no long time this last assertion was put to the test 

Theophilus, bishop of Alexandria, a violent man, whose 

name will be often mentioned hereafter, obtained from 

the emperor a grant of a temple of Bacchus, 

391. ^^^ intended to build a church on the site 

of it. In the course of digging for the foundation of 

< Gibbon, iii. 11 ; Giesel. I. it 25 ; Milman, n. on Gibbon, iii. zo; Bit^lie, 

Beugnot, i. 361 ; Milman, iii. 161. vi. 100-7. 

^ Reiske dates this in 390 (Liban. ii. ^ Lib. ed. Reiske, t u. pp. 164, 168- 

i54-5)» others in 384. See Tillem. 9, 182-3, 186. 
£mp. V. 232-3 ; Neand. iii. 107 
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the new building, some indecent symbols used in the 
worship of Bacchus were found, and these were publicly 
paraded in mockery of the religion to which they 
belonged. The pagans, exasperated by this insult to 
their faith, rose in insurrection, killed a number of 
Christians, and shut themselves up in the temple of 
Serapis, which with its precincts formed a vast pile of 
building, towering over the city, and was regarded as one 
of the wonders of the world."* They made sallies from 
time to time, slew some Christians, and carried off many 
prisoners, whom they either compelled to sacrifice, or, in 
case of refusal, subjected to cruel tortures ; some of the 
prisoners were even put to death by crucifixion. On re- 
ceiving a report of the matter from the governor of 
Alexandria, the emperor answered that, as the Christians 
who had been slain were martyrs, those who had been 
concerned in their death were not to be punished, but 
rather, if possible, were to be attracted to the true faith 
by clemency ; but he ordered that the temples of Alex- 
andria should be destroyed. The Serapeum was deserted 
by its defenders, who had been induced by the governor 
to attend the public reading of the imperial rescript, and 
on hearing the sentence against the temples had fled in 
consternation. The idol of Serapis, the tutelary deity 
of the city, was of enormous size, and was adorned with 
jewels and with plates of gold and silver. There was a 
popular belief that, if it were injured, heaven and earth 
would go to wreck ; and even Christians looked on with 
anxiety when a soldier, mounting a ladder, raised his axe 
against the figure. But when it was seen that with 
impunity he first struck off a cheek, and then cleft one 
of the knees, the spell was at an end. The head of the 
god was thrown down, and a swarm of rats rushed forth 

" Amm. Marc. xxii. 16; Gibbon, iii. 13 ; Broglie, vi. 289. 
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from it, exciting the disgust and derision of the crowd." 
The idol was soon broken into pieces, which were dragged 
into the amphitheatre and burnt. On examining the temple, 
a discovery was made of infamies by which it had been 
polluted, and of tricks by which the priests had imposed on 
the credulity of the worshippers ;® and in consequence 
of this exposure many persons were converted to the 
church. The pagan party, however, began to exult 
when it was found that the rising of the Nile was that 
year delayed beyond its usual time. The emperor was 
consulted : " Better,** he answered, " that it should not 
rise at all, than we should buy the fertility of Egypt by 
idolatry." At length the river swelled to a more than 
ordinary height, and the pagans began to hope that 
Serapis would avenge himself by an inundation; but 
they soon had the mortification of seeing the waters 
subside to their proper level The temple of the god 
was demolished, and a church was built on its site, while 
the other buildings of the Serapeum were preserved.^ In 
obedience to the emperor's command, the temples were 
destroyed at Alexandria and throughout Egypt. The 
statues were burnt or melted down, with the exception 
of one, which, we are told, Theophilus preserved as an 
evidence against paganism, lest the adherents of that 
system should afterwards deny that they had worshipped 
objects so contemptible. « 

The old religion was more powerful in the west than 
in the east Most of the high Roman families clung to 
it — not, apparently, from any real conviction of its truth, 

" Minudus Felix had argued against 321, seqq. 
heathenism from the liberties which *» Eunap. Vit. iEdcsii, p. 47*1 ^' 

birds, etc., took with the ime^es of the Boissonade, Par. 1849 ; Rufin. iL ««- 

gods. Octavius, c 24. Cf. Baruch, 3©; Soc. v. x6, 20; S02. vii. 15: 

vi 22. Theod. V. 22 ; Gibbon, iii. 13-16. See- j^ , 

*> As to such things, see Ddllinger, rates says th a t th t » iieepttd Jte l ue »tf i^j 

' Heidenth. u. Judenth.' 644-8. t hat c f Jup i fe r ; others, that it was a v\ 

P Matter, *£coles d'Alexalidrie,' ii. monkey. Tillem. Emp. v. 322. 
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but from a feeling of pride in maintaining the traditions 
of their ancestors, and from unwillingness to undertake 
the labour of inquiry. A profession of paganism was 
no bar to the attainment of high offices in the state; 
and with these the Roman nobles, like their forefathers, 
ambitiously sought to combine the dignities of the pagan 
hierarchy.' In the capital a vast number of temples 
and o( smaller religious edifices was still devoted to the 
ancient lyorship ;^ while in the rural districts of Italy the 
system was maintained by the connexion of its deities 
witii every incident in the round of agricultural labour. 
Bishops are found reproaching the Christian landowners 
with the indifference which, disregarding everything but 
money, allowed the population of their estates to con- 
tinue in the undisturbed practice of idolatry.* Through- 
out the western provinces generally, the old barbarian 
religions prevailed in some places; the worship of 
the Roman gods in others." From the fact that the 
foundation of many bishopricks in the west is traced to 
the period between the years 350 and 380, it has been 
inferred that an organized attack on paganism was then 
frrst attempted in those regions.* 

Gratian, in his earlier years, maintained the principle 
of religious equality ; but the influence of St Ambrose 
afterwards produced an important change in his policy, 
so that this young emperor infficted heavier blows on 
paganism than any which his predecessors had ventured 
to attempt.^ There was in the senate-house at Rome 

' BeugBQt, L 34«-3, 395, 411. ' £^. Zeno of Verona, I. xw. 6 (Pa- 

^ See the ' Nomia Urbis/ in Patrol. txx>l. xi. 365-9) ; Gaudentius of Bresda, 

xviii. 450, seqq. Gibbon says 424 (jiu. Strm, 13 (jh, xx. 940) ; Bet^gnot, i. 

4). M. de Beugnot (jl. s66) xedcons up aSs-pa 

152 temples and 183 chs^els. But, on "See Beugnot, L ago, seqq. 

tkc one haad, we cannot know how *■ Beugnot, L 3x8 ; who supposes 

many lesser buildings wane contained that a break in an q^iscopal line de- 

in the great tedes ; on the other, what notes a temporary local ascendency of 

number of Ae edifices were then in paganism, L aSa. 

actual use. lb. s63. ^ Beugnot, L 326. 
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an altar of Victory, erected after the battle of Actium, 
at which the senators took the oath of fidelity to the 
emperor and the laws, and on which libations and 
incense were offered at the beginning of every meeting.* 
The removal of this altar was the only considerable act 
by which Constantius had interfered with the religion 
of the capital ; ^ but it was restored by Julian, and con- 
tinued to hold its place until in 382 Gratian ordered that 
it should be again removed. A body of senators, headed 
by Symmachus, the most eloquent orator of his time— a 
man of eminent personal character, and distinguished by 
the highest civil and religious offices,^ — ^proceeded to Milan 
for the purpose of requesting that the altar might be re- 
placed. But the Christian party in the senate had already 
prepossessed the emperor's mind by means of Damasus and 
Ambrose ; and he refused to see the envoys.^ At the satne 
time he deprived the temples of their lands, withdrew from 
them all public funds, rendered it illegal to bequeath real 
property to them, and stripped the vestals and heathen 
priests of the religious and civil privileges which they had 
enjoyed.* Then perhaps it may have been, and with the 
hope of effectually appealing to his feelings, that a deputa- 
tion of the priesthood displayed before him the robe of 
the Pontifex Maximus — a dignity which had been held 
by all his predecessors, as well since as before the con- 
version of Constantine. But Gratian rejected it as un- 
befitting a Christian.^ 



* Gibbon, iii. 4 ; Beugnot, i. 410. 
For the history of this statue, see 
Merivale, iii. 403 ; Reumont, i. 171. 

^ *' Divi Constantii factum diu non 
stetit," says Symmachus (Relatio, 5, 
Patrol, xvi. 967). M. de Broglie sup- 
poses that the altar was not removed, 
but was only veiled during the stay of 
Constantius at Rome, and was dis- 
played again after hisdepartiu-e. vi. 23. 

* See Patrol, xxviii. (where his works 



are printed) 14-16 ; Beugnot, 1. viii. c 
7 ; Ozanam, i. 137 ; Brogue, vi. 58-6a 

d Ambros. Ep. xvii. 10 ; SchrOckh, 
vii. 51-2. 

^ Honorius refers to this edict. Cod. 
Theod. XVI. x. 20. See too the 
pleadings of Symmachus and Am- 
brose ; Ambr. de Obitu Valentiniani, 
19-20; Tillem. £mp. vii. 169-70; 
Beugnot, i. 328 ; Broglie, vi. 34. 

' Zosim. iv. 36. See SchrOckh, vii. 
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384 a fresh attempt was made on the young 
ntinian. S)niimachus again appeared at Milan as 
:hief of a deputation, and delivered to the emperor 
loquent written pleading on behalf of the altar of 
^ry and of the old religion.^ He drew a distinction 
een the emperor's personal conviction and the duty 
s position as ruler of a state which for centuries 
ivorshipped the gods of paganism. He dwelt on the 
IS connected with the name of Victory, and traced 
amines, wars, and other calamities of recent years to 
nger of the gods on account of the withholding of 
dues. He urged that it was an unworthy act to 
Iraw the funds by which the pagan worship had been 
tained. He personified Rome addressing the emperor 
nother, reminding him of her ancient glories, andpro- 
\g herself unable to learn any other religion than that 
hich she had acquired her greatness, 
nbrose, who, on hearing of the application of the 
n party, had written to the emperor,^ earnestly 
rting him to refuse it, followed up his letter by a 
il and elaborate reply to Symmachus.* He argued 
it was unlawful for a Christian sovereign to counte- 
e a system which he must believe to be hateful to 
It would, he said, be a wrong to the Christian 
ors if they were compelled to take a part in the 
ices to Victory ; and they must be considered as 

cugnot, i. 329-30 ; Gicsel. I. older writers, — that the title, though 

The refusal of the robe is more given to the earlier Christian emperors, 

ily placed in the beginning of was not ar£'^//^</ by them,— appears to 

gn, and it is said, on the be unfoimded. On the retention of 

e of coins, etc., that Gratian the pontificate by Christian emperors, 

eless retained the title of see the remarks of M. de Broglie, v. 

K Maximus. (Neand. iii. 100.) 294-9 (who refers Gratian's refusal to 

eugnot (i. 341) and Gieseler the beginning of his reign), 

fiat there is no proof of his * See Symm. £p. x. 6x, or Ambro . 

held the title after refusing the in Patrol., xvi. 966. 

id that 6otA were probably re- ** Ep. xvii. 

Q his later days. The view of * Ep. xviii. 
int (Emp. V. X38-9) and other 
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sharing in the acts of the senate, whether they were 
personally present at its meetings or not He met the 
plea as to the misfortunes of the empire by referring 
to those of princes who had professed idolatry. The 
ancient glories of Rome (he said) could not have been 
derived from the worship of the gods; for her conquered 
enemies had been of the same religion. Her hoary age 
would become npt less venerable, but more so, by her 
embracing the truth of the gospel Christiaiiity had 
grown under oppression, whereas paganism, accxMxling to 
the statement of its own advocates, depended for its very 
life on the endowments and emoluments of the priesthood. 
Heathenism found a difficulty in keeping up the number 
of its seven vestals, notwithstanding the high privileges 
attached to the order, whereas multitudes q[ Christian 
women had voluntarily chosen a virgin life of poverty 
and mortification. And what deeds of charity had 
heathenism to produce against the maintenance of the 
.needy, the redemption of captives, and other such 
things which were the daily work of Christians ? 

In reading these rival pleadings, we cannot but be 
struck by the remarkable contrast in tone between the 
apologetic diffidence of S3anmachus and the triumphant 
assiu"ance of Ambrose, who iii his previous letter had 
gone so far as to tell the emperor that, if he made the 
required concession to idolatry, the church would reject 
him and his oflferings.'^ The cause of paganism is rested, 
not on the truth of doctrine, but on an appeal to 
historical and patriotic associations. It is evident that, 
apart from all consideration of the value of their respec- 
tive arguments, the Christian champion has already in 
reality gained his cause, and that the petition of Sym- 
machus must be — as it proved to be — ^unsuccessful.' 

^ £p. xvii. 14. He refinrs to it * See Reomont, i. 709. It was, 

again, £p. Ivii. 2. however, circuUited as the manifesto 
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The pagan party next applied to Theodosius, when in 
Italy after the death of Maximus. The 
emperor was at first inclined to )deld, but ^^* ^ 
Ambrose swayed him as he had swayed the younger 
princes.™ Once more a pagan deputation was sent to 
Valentinian in Gaul, when he was at a distance both 
from his colleague and from the archbishop; but this 
attempt was also a failure.^ 

In 392, an important law was issued by Theodosius 
for the whole empire. With an elaborate specification it 
includes all persons of every rank and in every place. 
Sacrifice and divination, even although performed with- 
out any political object, are to be regarded as treason- 
able, and to be capitally punished. The use of lights, 
incense, garlands, or libations, and other such lesser 
acts of idolatry, are to involve the forfeiture of the 
houses or lands where they are committed. Heavy 
fines, graduated according to the position of the 
offenders, are denounced against those who should enter 
temples; if magistrates should ofifend in this respect, and 
their officers do not attempt to prevent them, the 
officers are also to be fined.** 

It is probable that the severity of this enactment may 
have contributed to swell the party of Eugenius, whom 
the pagans hailed as a deliverer.? Whether - 
he himself apostatized is uncertain ; but his * ' ^ "^* 
master, Arbogast, was avowedly a pagan, and during the 
short period of the rhetorician-emperor's power, the altar 
of Victory was replaced, the rites of the old religion 
were revived in all their completeness, and the con- 

of the pagan party, and Prudeotius ° lb. 5 ; Beugnot, i. 434. 

thought it deserving of a poetical <* Cod. Theod. XVI. x. X2. 

answer in two books. PatroL Ix. zii, p Beugnot, L 406-9. M. de Beug- 

seqq. ', Arevalo, ib. lix. 614 ; Ozanam, not suppases, but only by way of con- 

' Civil. Chr^tienne au 5°** Si^cle/ jecture, that the usurper Maximus had 

ii. 349- before been supported by the pagans. 

" Ambr. Ep. Ivii. 4. L 399. 

VOL. I. 26 
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fiscated property of the temples was restored.*i It has 
been said that Theodosius, on visiting Rome after the 
defeat of Eugenius, referred the choice between Chris- 
tianity and paganism to the vote of the senate, and that 
the gospel was adopted by a majority;' but the story is 
exceedingly improbable,* and is perhaps no more than 
an exaggeration founded on some discussion which took 
place at Milan between the emperor and a deputation of 
the senate.* 

To speak of the age of Theodosius as having wit- 
nessed the " ruin *' and the " total extinction " of pagan- 
ism" is much beyond the truth. The adherents of the 
old religion, although debarred from the exercise of its 
rites, were still allowed to enjoy perfect freedom of 
thought, and the dignities of the state were open to 
them.^ The execution of the laws against it was very 
partial ; as they were exceeded where the Christian party 
was strong, so where that party was weak they were not 
enforced,y and in some cases the very magistrates to 
whom they were addressed were pagans.^ At Rome, 
the emperor himself was complimented, like his pre- 
decessors, by being enrolled among the gods at his 
death.* The statues of the gods were not destroyed ; 



9 Ambr. Ep. Ivii. ; Beugnot, i. 436 ; 
Giesel. I. ii. 29. 

' Prudent, c. Symmach. i. 609-16 ; 
Zosimus, iv. 5, 9 ; v. 38 (who, however, 
says that the senators were all against 
the change, and that Theodosius en- 
forced it). 

• (i) It is all but certain that Theo- 
dosius did not visit Rome at the time 
in question (Pagi in Baron, vi. 185) — a. 
difficulty which has led some writers 
(among them, M. de Broglie, vi. a86, 
who, however, thinks the story exag- 
gerated) to refer the incident to his 
visit after the defeat of Maximus, a.d. 
388-9. (Tillem. Emp. v. 304 ; Gibbon, 
iii. 7-8.) (2) The question was too 



important to be entrusted to the senate 
of those days, when that body had 
become insignificant (3) A prince so 
zealous as Theodosius would hardly 
have left it to the risk of a vote. See 
,^ese and other objections in Beugnot, 
i: 484-7. Comp. Arevalo in Patrol, lix. 
615 ; Ix. X71 ; Milman, n. on Gibbon, 
iii. 7; Neand. iii. xii; Giesel. I. iL 29. 

« Beugnot, i. 487; Comp. Tillem. 
Emp. v. 393. 

" Gibbon, iii. 7. 

* Ibid. 20-1. 

y Beugnot, i. 362-3, 394. 
■ Broglie, vi. 329-30. 

• See Claudian de Tert. Cx)nsul. 
Honorii, 162, seqq. ; Beu^ot, 487-8. 
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thdt of Victory was still allowed to remain in the senate- 
house, although the altar which had been the subject of 
contention was removed.** But yet the old system was 
evidently doomed. Its remaining strength was not in 
belief but in habit. The withdrawal of public funds 
told on it to a degree which would have been impossible 
if there had been any principle of life in it The priests, 
when attacked, succumbed in a manner which indicated 
an utter want of faith and zeal. Although paganism was 
common among men of letters, no one of these at- 
tempted theological controversy; their efforts in behalf 
of their religion did not reach beyond pleadings for 
toleration.^ St. Jerome speaks of the temples at Rome 
about this time as left to neglect, disorder, and decay.^ 



III. Among those of his subjects who professed 
Christianity, Theodosius was resolved to establish unity . 
of religion. Immediately after the conclusion juiy ^o, 
of the general coimcil of Constantinople, he S^i. 
ordered that all churches should be given up to the 
catholics, that no meetings of heretics should be held, 
and that no buildings should be erected for such meet- 
ings.® In 383 he summoned a conference of bishops of 
all parties, with the hope of bringing them to an 
agreement;^ but the difference qf creeds was found 



^ Reumont, i. 71 z. 

* Gibbon, iii. 19 ; SchrOckh, vii. 
332-3. 

* Ep. cvii. 1-2. Gr^forovius, how- 
ever, on the authority of Claudian (in 
Consulat. VI. Honorii, 42, seqq.) thinks 
that Jerome and Augustine exag- 
gerate the amount of this. i. 61-4. 

* Cod. Theod. XVI. i. 3. 

' Soc. V. 10 ; Soz. vii. 12. An inci- 
dent which Sozomen (vii. 6) connects 
with the first arrival of Theodosius at 
Constantinople is supposed by Baronius 
(383. 31) and Tillemont (vi. 627, 802) 



to belong to the time of thisconference» 
The catholics, it is said, were afraid 
lest the emperor should admit Euno- 
mius to an interview, and should be 
won by the heretic's specious discourse. 
While things were in this state, the 
bishops went to pay their respects at 
court. One of them, who is described 
by Sozomen as an old and homely 
man, bishop of an inconsiderable town, 
after having saluted Theodosius with 
great reverence, turning to the heir of 
the empire, Arcadius, who had lately 
been declared Augustus, stroked his 
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irreconcilable, and in the same year the emperor issued 
fresh edicts against the Arians. During the remaining 
years of the reign, frequent laws* were directed against 
heresy — a term which was now no longer restricted to 
the denial of the leading doctrines of the faith, but was 
applied also to lesser errors of doctrine and to separation 
from the communion of the church.^ The especial 
objects of the emperor's animosity were Arians, Euno- 
mians, Macedonians, Apollinarians, and Manichaeans. 
By various enactments, he deprived these sectaries of 
all right to assemble for worship either in cities or in the 
country ; he confiscated all places in which they should 
hold meetings ; he rendered them incapable of inheriting 
or bequeathing property, and inflicted other civil dis- 
abilities ; he forbade them to dispute on religion ; he 



head, and spoke to him as if he were a 
boy of ordinary rank. The emperor, 
indignant at this disrespect, ordered 
that the bishop should be turned out ; 
whereupon the old man told him that 
even so would the Heavenly Father be 
offended with those who refuse to his 
Son the honour which they pay to 
himself. Theodosius begged the 
bishop's forgiveness, and the Arians 
were kept at a distance. Theodoret 
places this after the defeat of Maximus, 
and names Amphilochius, of Iconium, 
as the bishop in question (v. i6). Valois 
(n. on Soz, vii. 6) and Tillemont (vi. 
^7) point out that Sozomen's descrip- 
tion does not suit Amphilochius or his 
see. " Vet," says Gibbon (ii. 517), '* I 
must take leave to think that both Am- 
philochius and Iconium were objects of 
inconsiderable magnitude in the Roman 
empire." But objects which appeared 
inconsiderable to the English historian 
in the i8th century, may have been 
very differently esteemed by the old 
Byzantine writer. It seems more 
likely either that Sozomen erred in 
describing the bishop, or that Theol 
doret erred in naming him, than that 



their accounts should relate to two dif- 
ferent affairs — as Valois (loc cit) and 
Schrfickh (xii. 67-70) appear to sup^ 
pose. 

f Theodosius published fifteen such 
edicts in the same number of years 
(A.D. 381-394). Cod. Theod. XVI. v. 
6, seqq. 

* The so-called 6th canon of the 
council of Constantinople (see above, 
p. 377, n. ') includes among heretics 
"those who, although professing a 
sound &ith, form congregations sepa- 
rate from the canonical bishops ": and 
a law of Arcadius, a.d. 395, those 
who ** vel Igvi argumento a judicio 
CathoKcae religionis et tramite detecti 
fuerint deviare." (Cod. Theod. XVI. 
V. 38). In earlier times, the catholics 
sought to bring home some heretical 
doctrine to schismatics ; now, schism 
was itself heresy (SchrOckh. ix. 311-xa; 
Planck, i. 465). The orthodoxy of the 
Novatianists and of the Luciferians. 
however, still procured for the remnants 
of these sects an exemption from the 
severity oi the new edicts. Tillem. 
£mp. V. 400, 7x6. 
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condemned those who should either confer or receive 
sectarian ordination to pay a penalty of ten pounds 
weight of gold — equal to about 400/. of our money.* 
Against some classes of heretics he denounced confisca- 
tion and banishment; the "elect'* of the Manichseans 
were even sentenced to death.^ 

Repulsive as such legislation is to the feelings of those 
who have learnt to acknowledge the impossibility of 
enforcing religious belief, the effect in a great measure 
answered the emperor's expectations. Neither hea- 
thenism nor sectarianism had much inward strength to 
withstand the pressure of the laws which required con- 
formity to the church. Crowds of proselytes flocked in, 
and, amidst the satisfaction of receiving these accessions, 
it was little asked whether in very many cases the 
apparent conversion were anything better than a mask 
for h)rpocrisy or indifference.^ 

It would seem that the severest edicts of Theodosius 
were intended only to terrify, and were never actually 
executed."* But the example of inflicting death as the 
punishment of religious error had already been given in 
that part of the empire whidi was subject to the usurper 
Maximus. 

Priscillian was a Spaniard — well-bom, rich, learned, 
eloquent, and skilled in disputation. His doctrines were 
partly derived through Elpidius, a rhetorician, and Agape, 
a lady of rank,** firom an Egyptian named Mark, who 
had travelled into Spain.® They are described as a 
compound of various heresies — Manichaeism, Gnosticism, 

* Gibbon, ii. 525. Planck, i. 465 ; Milman, iii. 408-11. 

k Cod. TTieod. XVI. v. 9, where they » Sec Matter, iii. 36-8, as to the part 

are styled encratiUe^ stucophorit and which women played in the formation 

ydroparastata. of gnostic sects. 

1 Soz. vii. 20 ; Tillem. ix. 441. • Sulp. Sev. Hist. Sac. ii. 46. 
™ Gibbon, ii. 526 ; SchrOckh, xii. 61 ; 
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Arianism, Photinianism, and Sabellianism — to which 
was added the practice of astrology and magic? That 
Priscilliaa held a dualistic principle appears certain.^ 
He admitted the whole canon of Scripture, but by means 
of allegory, or by altering the text, overcame the 
difficulties of such parts as did not agree with his 
system ; and like some of the gnostic parties in an 
earlier age, he relied mainly on some apocryphal 
writings/ His followers are said to have regarded false- 
hood as allowable for the purpose of concealing their 
real tenets ;* they attended the churches, and received 
the eucharistic elements, but did not consume them.' 
Priscillian's precepts were rigidly ascetic ; he prescribed 
separation for married persons ; but, like other heresi- 
archs, he is charged with secretiy teaching sensuality 
and impiu-ity." 

It was about the year 378 that the progress of Priscil- 
lianism, especially among the female sex, began to 
attract notice,* and in 380-1 it was condemned by a 
council of Spanish and Aquitanian bishops at Saragossa. 
Two bishops, however, Salvian and Instantius, took part 
with Priscillian, and, being reinforced by Hyginus of 
Cordova, who had once been a vehement opponent of 
his views, they consecrated him to the see of Avila.^ 
The opposite party appealed to the secular power, and, 
by order of Gratian, the heresiarch and his consecrators 



^ 



P Sulp. Sev; ii. 46; Aug. adv. Haeres. 
70 ; Leo, Ep.15, init. ; Tillem. viii. 491-2; 
Walch, iii. 432, 461-9, 475-9; Neand. 
iv, 498-500; Matter, iii. 96. M. Matter 
infers from a comparison of Sulp. 
Severus with St. Jerome, that the so- 
called magic was rather tnagianism. 
p. 97. 

•J Walch, iii. 462 ; Matter, iii, 99. 

"■ Aug. Haer. 70 ; Matter, iii. 99. 

• Tillem. viii. 495. See Schlegel in 
Mosh. i. 412 ; .SchrSckh, xi. 316 ; 
Neand. iv. 501. Augustine's treatise. 



* Contra Mendacium,' was written 
against some catholics who were for 
imitating the falsehoods of the Priscil- 
lianists and detecting them by pre- 
tending to join the sect. See c. 2. 

* Can. Caesaraug. iii. ap. Hard. i. 
806. 

" Sulp. Sev. ii. 48 ; Aug. Haer. 70 ; 
Walgh, iii. 467 ; Gibbon, ii. 527 ; 
Matter, iii. 104-5. 

* Tillem. viii. 498. See Walch, iii. 
87. 

y Sulp. Sev. Hist. Sac. ii. 47. 
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were banished from Spain." With the hope of obtaining 
a reversal of this sentence, Priscillian set out for Rome 
in company with Salvian and Instantius. In their 
progress through Aquitania they gained many proselytes, 
especially at the episcopal city of Elusa (Eauze). At 
Bordeaux the bishop prevented their entrance into the 
town, but they found a welcome in the neighbourhood 
from Euchrotia, the widow of a distinguished poet and 
orator named Delphidius ; and as they moved onwards 
they were attended by her, with her daughter Procula, 
and a numerous train of female converts.* On arriving 
at Rome they were unable to obtain an audience of 
Damasus, and there Salvian died. His companions 
returning northward, foimd themselves opposed at Milan 
by the influence of Ambrose ; but by means of bribes 
and solicitations to persons in high office, they procured 
from Gratian an order for their restoration to their sees. ' 
The proconsul of Spain was won by similar means, and 
Ithacius and Idacius, the leaders of the opposite party, 
were banished from that country as disturbers of the 
public peace.^ 

During the remainder of Gratian*s reign, Ithacius, a 
bold and able man, but of sensual and worldly habits,^ 
found himself unable to contend against the corruption 
by which the Priscillianists influenced the court. When, 
however, his case appeared desperate, fresh hopes were 
excited by the report that Maximus had been proclaimed 
in Britain ; and, when the usurper was established at 
Treves, after the murder of Gratian, Ithacius brought the 
question before him. Maximus referred it to 
a council, which was held at Bordeaux. By ' ' ^ ^ 
this assembly Instantius was first heard, and was con- 

* Sulp. Sev. Hist. Sac. ii. 47; ^ Sulp. Sev.ii. 48; Tillem. viii. 503-4. 

Walch, iii. 390-2. , « Sulp. Sev. ii. 50 ; Bayle, art. 

■ Sulp. Sev. ii. 48 ; Tillem. viii. 502 ; PrisciliUny n. D. 
Bayle, art. Prisciilien, n. C. 
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demned ; whereupon Priscillian, when required to defend 
himself, appealed to the emperor, and the council allowed 
the appeal^ 

Priscillian and his accusers repaired to Treves, where 
Martin, bishop of Tours, the " apostle of the Gauls "— 
famed for his sanctity, his miracles, and his successful 
exertions against idolatry « — arrived about the same time. 
Martin repeatedly implored Ithacius to desist from pro- 
secuting the heretics before a secular tribunal, on which 
Ithacius told him that he too was a Priscillianite. Martin 
also represented to the emperor that the trial of an 
ecclesiastical offence before secular judges was unex- 
ampled, and entreated that the matter might be settled in 
the usual way, by the deposition of the leading heretics 
from their sees, according to the ecclesiastical condem- 
nation which had been passed on them/ His influence 
was powerful enough to delay the trial while he remained 
at Treves ; and on taking leave of Maximus he obtained 
a promise that the lives of the accused should be safe.^ 
But the usurper was afterwards induced — it is said, by 
the hope of seizing on Priscillian*s property — to depart 
from this resolution.** The heretics were brought to 
trial, and by the use of torture were wrought to a con- 
fession of impure doctrines and practices.* Ithacius, 
after having urged on the prosecution with great bitter- 
ness until the case was virtually decided, devolved the 
last formal part of the work on a lay advocate— pro- 



* '* Permissumque id nostrorum in- 
constantia, qui aut sententiam in refra- 
gantem ferre debuerant, aut, si ipsi 
suspect i habebantur, aliis episcopis 
audientiam reservare, non causam im- 
peratori de tam manifestis criminibus 
perraittere." Sulp. Scv. ii. 49. 

• See Sulp. Severus, 'Vita Martini,* 
and Dialogues; also Tillem. x. 310, 
seqq. 

' Sulp. Sev. ii. 50. " Benignidad," 



says the Jesuit Mariana, ** que debit 
ser &proposito de aquel tempo, pero 
que la experiencia y mejor conoci* 
miento de las cosas ha declarado seria 
peijudiciai para el nuestro." i. 227. 
« Walch, iii. 399 ; Schrockh, xi 

3a4-5- 

•> Pacatus, Paneg. in Theodosium, 
29 (Patrol, xiii. 504) ; Neand. iv. 494. 

* Maximus ad Siripium, Patrol, xiii. 
592 ; Sulp. Sev. ii. 50. 
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fessing that his own episcopal character forbade him to 
proceed in a cause of blood. Priscillian, 
Euchrotia, and five of their companions were * * ^ 5- 
condemned to death and were beheaded. Instantius 
was banished to the Scilly islands, and others of the 
party were sentenced to banishment or confiscation.^ 

Martin again visited the court of Maximus in order to 
plead for the lives of some of Gratian's officers, at a time 
when a number of bishops were assembled for the con- 
secration of Felix to the see of Treves. These bishops, 
with only one exception, freely communicated with the 
instigators of the late proceedings, who, fearing the 
influence of Martin, attempted, although unsuccessfully, 
to prevent his entering the city. Maximus endeavoured, 
by elaborate attentions, to draw him into communicating 
with Ithadus and his party ; but the bishop of Tours 
firmly refused, and they parted in anger. Late at night, 
Martin was informed that orders had been given for the 
execution of the officers in whom he was interested, and 
that two military commissioners were about to be sent 
into Spain, with orders to extirpate Priscillianism. The 
information struck him with dismay, not only on account 
of the peril to Gratian*s adherents, but because, from the 
manner in which he himself and others had been 
charged with Priscillianism by Ithacius, he knew that the 
imputation of that heresy would be used as a pretext 
against orthodox persons of ascetic life ; in great anxiety 
he made his way to the emperor's presence, where, on 
condition that Gratian's officers should be spared, and 
that the commission against Priscillianism should be 
revoked, he promised to communicate with the Ithacians. 
Martin shared, accordingly, in the consecration of Felix 
next day, but refused to sign the act, and immediately 
left Treves. It is related that, as he was on his way 

^ Sulp. Sev. ii. 51 ; Bayle, art. Priscillient n. D ; Gibbon, ii. 527. 
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homewards, thinking sadly on his late compliance, an 
angel appeared to him, who consoled him, but told 
him he had acted wrongly. From that time, says his 
biographer, Martin felt in himself an abatement of the 
power of miracles ; and for the remaining sixteen years 
of his life he avoided all councils and assemblies of 
bishops.^ 

The execution of Priscillian and his companions was 
regarded with general horror, alike by Christians and by 
pagans.™ St Ambrose, when on his second mission to 
Treves," chose rather to risk and to forfeit 
^ '* his object than to communicate with Maxi- 
mus and the bishops who had been concerned in the 
deed of blood.® Siricius, bishop of Rome, joined in 
the condemnation of the party which had acted with 
Ithacius; and their leader was deposed, and died in 
exile.P 

Priscillianism did not at once become extinct. The 
church of France was long disturbed by dissensions 
which arose out of it The heresiarch's body was carried 

* Sulp. Sev. Dialog, iii. 15 ; Tillem. P Prosper, Chron. a.d. 39a ; Cone. 

viiL 511-12 ; X. 327-30. Mr. Clinton Taurin. c. ^, ap. Hard. i. 959 ; Til- 

(vol. L 513) would read undecim for lem. viii. 5x5 ; Walch, iii. 414-16 ; Nean- 

"sedecim annos/' in Sulpicius, and, der, iv. 497. The downward progress 

instead of the usual dates for Martin's of opinion as to religious persecution 

visit to Treves and his death— 384 and is to be gradually traced. While 

400 — gives 386 and 397. Comp. i. Christianity was persecuted, its pro- 

539 ; ii. 447. fessors were earnest for religious free- 

*" E.g. Sulp. Sev. Hist. Sac. ii. 50-1 ; dom. So were the orthodox Athana- 

and the pagan paneg^yrist Pacatus, c. sius and Hilary, when Arianism was 

29. See Tillem. viii. 509-10 ; Am- in the ascendant. At the time which 

pdre, i. 321. The fact that such feel- we have now reached, the fathers were 

ings were shown seems to be a suffi- against punishing heresy with death : 

cient refutation of Walch's argument but they still differed as to the ques- 

(iii. 478-80), that Priscillian and the tion of using measures of constraint, 

rest were not executed as heretics, but In the following century the inflic- 

for other offences, which might have tion of death was expressly justified, 

been properly visited with capital SchrSckh, ix. 318, seqq. ; xi. 336-7 ; 

punishment, if the proceedings had xv. 366. See Mosheim, 'Syntagma 

been more fairly conducted. Dissertationum,' 491, seqq. ; Neand. 

" See p. 386. iv. 496 ; GieseL I. ii. 320 : Herzog, vi. 

o Ambr. Ep. xxiv. 12. 678. 
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from Treves into his native country, where it was 
reverenced by his partisans as that of a martyr ; and his 
name was used by them in oaths. *i Many members of 
the sect were reunited to the church after a council held 
at Toledo in 400/ but a remnant of it is mentioned as 
still existing at the date of the first council of Braga, in 
561.* 



CHAPTER VI. 

SUPPLEMENTARY. 

I. Propagation of the Gospel. 

While the empire was distracted by the Arian contro- 
versy, the gospel penetrated into some countries beyond 
the bounds of the Roman power. 

(i.) Whatever may have been the effect produced in 
his native country by the conversion of Queen Candace's 
treasurer, recorded in the Acts of the Apostles,* it would 
appear to have been transitory; and the Ethiopian or 
Abyssinian church owes its origin to an expedition made 
early in the fourth century by Meropius, a philosopher of 
Tyre, for the purpose of scientific inquiry. On his 
voyage homewards, he and his companions were attacked 
at a place where they had landed in search of water, and 
all were massacred except two youths, iEdesius and 
Frumentius, the relatives and pupils of Meropius. These 

1 Sulp. Sev. ii. 51. Ixxxiv. 563) ; Baron. 405. 43, seqq. ; 

'' Cone. Tolet. I. ap. Hard. i. 989- Pagi, vi. 493 ; Tillem. viii. 516-27 ; 

996; Idat. Chron. a.d. 400. (Patrol. Mosh. i. 410; Walch, Hi. 405,4x6-30; 

ixxiv.) The documents ascribed to Schrdckh, xi. 338-40; Matter, iii. 107. 

the council are in part of later date. • Acts viii. See Euseb. ii. i. 

• Cone. Bracar. I. cc. 1-17 (Patrol. 



412 CONVERSION OF ETHIOPIANS Book II. 

were carried to the king of the country, who advanced 
iCdesius to be his cupbearer, and Frumentius to be his 
secretary and treasurer. On the death of the king, who 
left a boy as his heir, the two strangers, at the request of 
the widowed queen, acted as regents of the kingdom 
until the prince came of age. iEdesius then returned to 
Tyre, where he became a presbyter. Frumentius, who, 
with the help of such Christian traders as visited the 
country, had already introduced the Christian doctrine 
and worship into Abyssinia, repaired to Alexandria, 
related his story to Athanasius, and requested that a 
bishop might be sent to follow up the work ; whereupon 
Athanasius, considering that no one could be so fit for 
the office as Frumentius himself, consecrated him to the 
bishoprick of Axum. The church thus founded con- 
tinues to this day subject to thfe see of Alexandria — 
"drinking," as the Abyssinians themselves express it, 
" of the patriarch's well." ^ Its metropolitan is always an 
Egyptian monk, chosen and consecrated by the Coptic 
patriarch.^ 

After the expulsion of Athanasius from his see in 356, 
Constantius wrote to the princes of Axum, desiring that 
they would not shelter the fugitive,*^ and also that Fru- 
mentius might be sent to Alexandria, to receive instruc- 
tion in the faith from the Arian bishop, George. 
Athanasius, however, was safe among the monks of 
Egypt, and it does not appear that the request as to 
Frumentius met with any attention.* 

An Arian missionary, named Theophilus, is celebrated 

^ See Herzog, i. 45, 166-7. make the interval less, and place the 

^ Rufin. i. 9 ; Soc. i. 19 ; S02. vi. 24 ; consecration after 340. See Pagi in 

Gibbon, iv. 392; Curzon's 'Monas- Baron, a. d. 327; Vales, in Soc loc 

teries of the Levant/ Lond. 1849, P* cit. ; Wiltsch, i. x88. 

71. Tillemont supposes the expedi- *• Sup. p. 349. 

tion of Meropius to have been about • Athan. Apol. ad Const. 28, 31 ; 

A.D. 300, and the consecration of Fru- SchrOckh, vi. a8 ; Neand. iii. 166-70. 

mentius about 330 (vii. 209). Others 
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by the historian of his party, Philostorgius/ while his 
labours are not unnaturally overlooked by the 
orthodox writers. He was a native of the "^^ ^^°* 
island of Diu,^ and, having been sent as a hostage to 
the imperial court, was consecrated as a bishop by 
Eusebius of Nicomedia.^ Theophilus preached in 
southern Arabia, and apparently also in Abyssinia and 
India, as well as in his native island.* In India he is 
said to have found the remains of an older Christianity, 
which Philostorgius describes as hetero-ousian^ (i.^., 
holding that the Persons of the Godhead differ in 
essence) — an assertion which seems to have had no 
other foundation than the fact that the Indians were un- 
acquainted with the terms which had been introduced 
into the language of orthodox theology since the rise 
of the Arian controversy.^ 

(2.) The conversion of the Iberians or Georgians is 
referred to the reign of Constantine. Some ^.d. 320- 
of these barbarians, on an incursion into the 33o- 
empire, had carried oflf among their captives a pious 
Christian woman, whose religious exercises and mortifi- 
cations were observed with surprise and awe. After a 
time, a child — one of the king's children, according to 
Socrates — ^fell sick, and, agreeably to the custom of the 
country, was carried from one woman to another, in the 
hope that some one of them might be able to cure him. 
The captive, on being at length consulted, disclaimed 
all knowledge of physic, but, laying the child on a couch, 
said, '* Christ, who healed many, will heal this child 

' ii. 6 ; iii. 4-6 ; iv. 7. Greek. Cosmas Indicopl. 1. iii, (ap. 

8 Neander in one place 0- "3) »den- Montfaucon, ' CoUectio NovaPatrum,' 

tifies this with Socotra, but elsewhere ii. 179.) 

(iii, x6s) with Diu, near the Gulf of •• Philost. iii. 4. 

Cambay, in Hindostan. The inhabit- * lb. ii. 6. 

ants of Socotra (Dioscoridis) were de- k Tillem. viii, 989 ; SchrSckh, vi. 

scended from a colony {Wanted by the 25-6 ; Neand. iii 165-6 ; Giesel. I. ii. 

Ptolemies, and their language was 339. 
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also *' ; when, at her prayer, the boy recovered. The 
queen was soon after cured in like manner ; and the 
captive refused all recompence. Next day the king, while 
hunting among the mountains, found himself enveloped 
in a thick mist or darkness. After having called on 
his gods in vain, he bethought himself of applying to 
the stranger's God, and the darkness immediately cleared 
away. Other miracles are added to the story. The 
king and queen gave their people the example of con- 
version, and the Iberians, on application to Constantine^ 
were supplied with a bishop and clergy.^ 

(3.) The Christian commimities of Persia have been 
mentioned as existing in the earlier period™ The faith 
continued to make progress in that country ; and t^on- 
stantine, soon after declaring his own conversion, wrote 
in favour of the Christians to Sapor II., who was king of 
Persia from 309 to 381.'* But the progress of a rival 
religion was watched with jealousy and alarm 
^^* by the magi ; and, on the lM*eaking out of a 
war between Sapor and Constantius, they represented to 
the king that the converts were attached to the Roman 
interest. A persecution was begun by Sapor's subjecting 
the Christians to special and oppressive taxes. Their 
chief, Symeon, bishop of Seleucia and Ctesiphon, was 
then seized, and was carried into the presence of the 
king, who required him to conform to the national 
religion, and, on his refusal, sentenced him to imprison- 
ment. As he was led away, Uthazanes, an old eunuch, 
who had lately been persuaded to renounce Christianity, 
saluted him reverentially; but the bishop turned away 

* Rufin. i. 10 ; See. i. 20 ; Soz. ii. 7 ; plead for a cessation of the persecn- 

Neand. iii. 362. tion, which they accordingly place in 

"* p. 215. the reign of Constantine — about 325. 

° Euseb. Vit. Const, iv. 8-13: Soz. SeePagiinBaron. a.d. 327 ; SchrOckh, 

ii. 15. Sozomen and others wrongly vi. 41 ; Neand. iii. 147 ; Giesel. I. • 

say that the letter was intended to 336. 
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his face. Uthazanes, deeply aftected by the reproach, 
broke out into lamentation — " If my old and intimate 
friend thus disowns me, what may I expect from my God 
whom I have denied?" For these words he was sum- 
moned before the king, and, after having withstood both 
threats and entreaties, was condemned to death. Utha- 
zanes had brought up Sapor ; he now begged a favour 
for the sake of his old kindness — that it might be pro- 
claimed that he was not guilty of treason, but was exe- 
cuted solely for being a Christian. The king willingly 
assented, in the hope that the declaration would deter 
his subjects from Christianity ; but an opposite effect 
followed, as the sight of the courage which could sacrifice 
even life for the gospel induced many to embrace the 
Christian faith. Symeon and many others were put to 
death. In the following year the severity of the persecu- 
tion was increased ; and notices of martyrdoms are found 
from time to time throughout the remainder of Sapor's 
reign.® 

(4.) We have already seen that the gospel was intro- 
duced among the Goths by captives who were carried 
off during the reigns of Valerian and Gallienus.P Theo- 
philus, " bishop of the Goths," was among the members 
of the Nicene council,<i and seems to have been the 
immediate predecessor of Ulfilas, who, notwithstanding 
his Teutonic name,' is said to have been descended 
from Cappadocian captives.^ Ulfilas was probably bom 



® Soz. ii. 9 ; Tillem. vii. 78, 241 ; 
Neand. iii. 155. See Neumann, 
' Gesch. d. Englischen Reichs in 
Asien,* i. 20 (Leipz. 1857), who quotes 
the work of Elias, an Armenian bishop 
of the 5th century, printed at Venice 
in 1838. 

P p. 216. 

'i Hard. i. 320. 

' Vul/ila or IVnlfila, a diminutive 
of Vul/Sf a wolf (Patrol, xviii. 467 ; 



Massmann's Ulfilas, Stuttgart, 1857, 
p. ix.). The edition of Ulfilas in the 
Patrologia is taken from that by Von 
der Gabelentz and Lobe, Leipz. 1847. 
Massmann's Introduction contains 
much curious matter as to the history 
of Christianity among the Goths. 

■ Philostorg. ii. 5. For the con- 
nexion between the Goths and the 
Cappadocians, see Massmann, xii. 
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in 318, and was consecrated as a bishop at the age of 
thirty — ^perhaps while employed on a legation to the 
emperor Constantius, in 348.* In 355 the persecution 
of Athanaric, judge or prince of the Ostrogoths, who 
regarded the profession of Christianity as a token of 
inclination to the Roman interest," compelled the bishop 
to lead a large body of Goths across the Danube, and 
seek a refuge within the empire ; and it would seem that 
this exodus, as well as his labours and influence among 
his people, contributed to suggest the title which was 
bestowed on him by Constantius, — " the Moses of the 
Goths."* About fifteen years later the persecution was 
renewed, and many of Athanaric's subjects, who had 
embraced Christianity, were put to death.y In 376 
Ulfilas was employed by Fritigem, prince of tne Visi- 
goths — the division of the Gothic nation to which he him- 
self belonged, and among which his labours had been 
chiefly exercised — to negotiate with Valens for permission 
to settle within the imperial territories;^ and on the 



* Philostorg. ii. 5 (who, however, 
wrongly places this under Constan- 
tine) ; Waitz, ' Leben u. Lehre des 
Ulfila,' 36 (Hanov. 1840) ; Neand. vi 
395 ; Patrol, xviii. 461. Prof. MuUer 
dates the birth of Ulfilas in 3x2, his 
consecration in 341 (probably at the 
council of Antioch), and his death in 
381. (* Lectures on Language/ 180-2, 
ed. 2). Krafft, in Herzog's Encyclo- 
paedia, art. Ulfiluy gives 313, 343, 
and 383 as the dates of these three 
events. " Riickert, i. 42-2. 

* Auxentius, Arian bp. of Doros- 
torus (Silistria), in Waitz, 20 ,* Phild^t. 
ii. 5 ; Massmann, xiv. 

y Soc. iv. 33 ; Soz. vi. 37. Socrates 
says that these victims — having re- 
ceived Arianism in simplicity, and 
not with a heretical mind — are to be 
reckoned as martyrs. But JBaronius 
(370. 106-7), Tillemont (vi. 606), Re- 
villout (41), and Ruckert (i. 216), seem 



to be right in arguing that the perse- 
cution took place before the Goths 
professed Arianism as a nation. Among 
those who suffered were many Audians 
— followers of Udo, or Audius, a Sy- 
rian, who having been excommuni- 
cated on account of the freedom with 
which he censured the clergy, formed 
a sect of his own, and was consecrated 
by a bishop who had separated from 
the church. He was banished to 
Scythia, where he converted many of 
the Goths, and founded monasteries. 
The Audians lived ascetically, ob- 
served Easter according to the quarto- 
deciman rule, -and are said to have 
been anthropomorphites. See Epiph. 
Ixx. ; Theodoret. Haer. Fab. iv. 10; 
Tillem. vi. 692-5 ; Mosh. L 412 : 
Walch, iii. 303-20 ; Schrockh, vi 
213-16 ; Neand. iv. 483-5 ; Giesd. L ii. 
244 ; Massm. xv. ; Hefele« L 321-7. 
■ See Soc. iv. 34 ; Amm. Marc. 
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revolt of the nation against their new protectors, he was 
sent on an unsuccessful mission to the emperor imme- 
diately before the battle of Adrianople.* The death of 
Ulfilas took place in 388, at Constantinople, where he 
was endeavouring to mediate with Theodosius in behalf 
of his Arian subjects.^ 

Ulfilas employed civilization as the handmaid of re- 
ligion. To him his countrymen were indebted for the 
invention of an alphabet,^ and for a translation of the 
Scriptures — from which, it is said, the books of Samuel 
and Kings were excluded, lest their warlike contents 
should be found too congenial to the ferocity of the 
barbarians.*^ The Goths received their bishop's words 
as law ; and through his influence they were unhappily 
drawn away from the orthodox faith, which they had at 
first professed. The date and the circumstances of this 
change are subjects of much dispute.* Ulfilas, indeed, 
appears to have been more distinguished for practical 
efficiency than for theological knowledge, and to have 
imperfecdy apprehended the importance of the question 
between Arianism and Nicene orthodoxy.^ He is known 



xxxi. 3-5 ; Soz. vL 37 ; Joraandcs, 25 
(Patrol, ixix.) ; Gibbon, ii. 470, seqq. 

* Massm. xviL 
^ lb. xiii., xix. 

* Philost. ii. 5. It has been sup- 
posed that the Goths must have had 
an alphabet while in the east, and that 
they lost it in the course of their 
migrations, so that they retained only 
the knowledge of the runic characters. 
These were merely symbolical, and 
were, moreover, so connected with 
idolatry, that on that account alone 
Ulfilas would have found a new cha- 
racter necessary. The Gothic letters 
were diiefly taken from those of the 
Greek and Latin alphabets. Waitz, 
51-2 ; Milman, ill. 136 ; and n. on 
Gibbon, iii. 359 ; Revillout, 39 ; Gabe- 
lentz and Ldbe, Patrol. xviiL 897, 

VOL. I. 



seqq. ; Massm. Ii., Ui. 

** Philost. ii. 5. See Patrol. 463-4. 
There was afterwards a complete Go- 
thic Bible ; but although the whole 
was commonly ascribed to Ulfilas (as 
by Isid. Hispal. Chron. 103, in Patrol. 
Ixxxiii.), it is uncertain how much of 
it was really executed by him. See 
Massm. xlvL-vii. 

• See Soc. iv. 33 ; Soz. vi. 37 ; 
Theod. iv. 37 ; Tillem. vii. 605-8, 
798-9 ; Schrdckh, vi. 33 ; Ozanam, 
* Civil. Chrtft. chez les Francs,' 35, 33. 

' Ruckert, i. 220. This seems to be 
the true explanation of his having 
said that he had always believed with 
the Arians. See .Muller, 184 ; Bun- 
sen, ' Zeichen der Zeit.' i. 86-7 ; 
Massmann. 
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to have been associated with Acacius and Eudoxius at 
Constantinople in 360, and to have signed the creed of 
Rimini ; * but it would seem that he nevertheless kept up 
up his connexion with the catholics after that time, and 
that the distinct profession of Arianism among the Goths 
did not take place until the reign of Valens, when it be- 
came a condition of their admission into the emperor's 
dominions.^ When that heresy had been ejected from the 
church — when it had ceased to be debated in councils and 
to exercise the learning and the acumen of cultivated theo- 
logians — it gained a new importance as being the creed 
of the barbarian multitudes who overran the empire.* 

(5.) The existence of lately-founded churches among 
the Saracens on the borders of Arabia is mentioned by 
Eusebius.^ The roving bands of this wild people were 
greatly impressed by the life of the monks who had retired 
to the deserts, and they visited them with reverence. In 
the reign of Valens, a Saracen queen, named 

' * ^ Mavia, who had been at war with the Romans, 
stipulated as a condition of peace that Moses, a solitary 
of renowned sanctity, should be given to her nation as 
bishop. Moses reluctantly consented to undertake the 
office, but absolutely i:efused to receive consecration from 
Lucius, the Arian bishop of Alexandria; and he was 
eventually consecrated by some of the orthodox bishops 
who were in exile.^ 

II. Relations of Church and State, 

(i.) For nearly three hundred years the church had 
been providentially left to develope itself as a society 

« Soc. ii. 41 ; Soz. vL 37.; Tillem. * Comment in Hesaiam, ap. Mont- 

vi. 605. faucon. Coll. Nova Patrum, ii. 521. 

*» Tillem. vi. 789 : Revillout, 42-3. Paris, 1706. 

See Riickert, i. 216 ; Am. Thierry, ' Rufin. il 6 ; Soc. iv. 36 ; Acta SS., 

' Hist. d'Attila,' i. 31. Feb. 7, pp. 44-5. 

* Revillout, 2. 
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unconnected with the powers of this world, and by the 
time when its faith was adopted by the emperors of 
Rome, it had attained the condition of a great inde- 
pendent body, with a regular and settled organization. 
But, although it had thus far appeared as separate, it was 
not incapable of a connexion with the state, in which the 
religious element should hallow the secular, while the 
secular power in turn should lend its influence for the 
advancement of religion.™ There was, however, danger 
lest, in such a connexion, one or both of the parties 
should forget that the church is not a function of the 
state, but is itself a divinely-instituted spiritual kingdom ; 
and, while it was thus possible that ecclesiastics might 
rely too much on the secular power, there was also the 
opposite danger, that they might assume towards it anr 
authority professedly derived from heaven, but really 
unwarranted by any Christian principle. 

When Constantine became a convert to the gospel, 
the change found both parties imperfectly prepared for 
understanding the relations which resulted from it It 
was likely that the emperor, who was by office Pontifex 
Maximus — the highest minister of heathen religion, and 
knowing no authority in that system more sacred than 
his own," — would be unwilling to accept, or even unable 
to conceive, the different position which was assigned to 
him in his new communion. It was likely that the 
clergy, unused as they had hitherto been to intercourse 
with persons of such exalted rank, would be dazzled on 
finding themselves invited to associate with the sovereign 
of the Roman world, and would be disposed to allow 
him an undue control in spiritual affairs. Yet on the 
other hand, as Constantine became their pupil in religion, 
the power nominally exercised by the en^eror was vir- 
tually wielded by those ecclesiastics who for the time held 

» Mohler's Athanasius, i. x2x-2. » Gibbon, ii. 168-9. 
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possession of his mind.® And although the party which 
had the ascendency during the last years of his reign, 
and throughout that of Constantius, lent itself unduly to 
the assumptions of the emperors, yet this servility was 
not without some good effect, inasmuch as the imperial 
interference, however objectionable in itself, was thus 
veiled under the appearance of regular ecclesiastical pro- 
ceedings. The deprivations, ejections, and intrusions of 
bishops were sanctioned by subservient synods ; so that, 
in respect of form, the age of Constantine and Constantius 
has not left the embarrassing precedents which would have 
resulted if the temporal power had been arrayed on one 
side and the church on the other, without the interven- 
tion of a secular, unscrupulous, and numerous faction of 
ecclesiastics. And, lamentable as it is that, almost in the 
first years of the connexion between chvirch and state, 
the emperor should be seen on the side of heterodoxy, 
even this also had its advantage. Whereas the patronage 
and co-operation of the court might have lulled the 
orthodox into security, and they might thus have silently 
and unconsciously yielded up their rights, as suspecting 
no evil from a friend, the disfavour and discountenance 
which they met with guarded them against such sub- 
mission ; they were forced to declare at the earliest stage 
that the power of the emperor in spiritual things was not 
unlimited.? And it may be matter of instruction and 

^ Schrockh, v. 109, no. you become guilty of a great offence. 

P Thiis Hosius writes to Constan- It is written, ' Render unto Caesar the 

tius — " Intrude not yourself into eccle- things that are Caesar's, and unto God 

siastical matters, neither give com- the things are God's.' Neither, there- 

mands unto us concerning them ; but fore, is it permitted to us to exercise 

learn them from us. God hath put an earthly rule, nor have you, sire, 

into your hands the kingdom; to us any authority to bum incense." (Athan. 

He hath entrusted the affiadrs of His Hist. Arian. 44, Oxf. transl.) So Eleu- 

church ; and as he who should steal ^iusof Cyzicus and Silvanus of Tarsus 

the empire from you would resist the told Constantius that " it was for him 

ordinance of God, so likewise fear on to determine of punishment, but for 

your part, lest, by taking upon your- them, as bishops, to judg^e of piety 

self the government of the church, and impiety." (Theod. iL aj.) In 
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of comfort in later times, to know that any difficulties 
which may be experienced in dealing with those earthly 
powers to which Christians are bound to yield a willing 
obedience in all lawful things, were not without a parallel 
in that very age to which the imagination might be dis- 
posed to attribute almost an ideal perfection in respect 
of the relations between the church and the state. 

Eusebius speaks of Constantine as a " kind of general 
bishop,"*! and elsewhere relates that the emperor once 
told some of his episcopal guests that, as they were 
bishops within the church, so he himself was bishop with- 
out it' The meaning of these words has been disputed 
with a zeal which would attribute too much both of pre- 



like manner St. Ambrose spoke, when 
required to give up the basilica to the 
Arians. (Ep. xx, xg.) Comp. Giesel. 
I. ii. 173-80. 

' Old rit Kovbs MffKowos, V. C. 
i. 44. 

' ^Tfiets fjjh TUP etaw r^t ^/cicXi;- 
fflaSf iyCi) Sk tQp iicrbs ^6 0€ov 

KaScffTOfUpos hrlffKOWot Ar €triv. 
(lb. iv. 24.) A common interpretation 
is — that he regarded himself as bishop 
of things external to the church — as 
charged with the care of its outward 
relations, entitled to control these, and 
lending to the church the support of 
the civil power. (Mosh. L 314-15 \ 
Heinichen, Excturs. iv. in Euseb. V. 
C.) Romanists in general tuderstand 

by rwv iicr, r. ixxX. not things but 
persons without the chiurch, — vix. 
heathens and heretics ; an interpreta- 
tion open to the obvious objection that 
the emperor's power over heathens and 
heretics was different in kind from 
that of bishops over their people. 
Neander (iii. x88) explains Constan- 
tine's speech as meaning "that God 
had made him overseer of that which 
was without the church, i.e. the poli- 
tical relations, for the purpose of or- 
dering these according to the will of 
God ; of giving the whole such a di- 



rection as that his subjects might 
led to pious living." Gieseler 
183) says that there is no authority for 
speaking of a bishop of thmgs; con- 
sequently, rOiV must mean persons — 

the same with rot>t dpxOfi^POVS im- 
mediately after ; and he gives an 
explanation which appears to err by 
too great refinement — "You are over^ 
seers of those who belong to the 
church, and in so fiur as they belong 
to it ; I am overseer of those who arc 
without the church, and in so far as 
they are without it — whether wholly 
(as the heathens) or partially (as (Hms- 
tians in their civil relations^" But 
whatever the strict interpretation may 
be, the first-mentioned is that which 
accords with Constantine's omduct in 
eccleaastical affairs. It is amusing 
that Rohrbacher — while he so far de- 
parts from the older Roman view of 
the first Christian emperor's character 
as to consider that he intermeddled 
wrongfully in the concerns of the 
church— indignantly rejects the idea 
that he could have described himself 
as " r^vfeque extirieur de r^gUse.**— 
" Voilk," exclaims the Abb^ with his 
usual insolence, "comme on traduit 
les textes que Ton n'a pas lus ! " vi. 
243. 
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cision and of importance to a saying sportively uttered 
at table ; but it is at least certain that Constantine acted 
as if he believed himself entitled to watch over the 
church, to determine which of conflicting opinions was 
orthodox, and to enforce theological decisions by the 
strength of the secular power. His own appearance in 
the council of Nicaea while he was yet unbaptized,^ the 
presidency of Constantius, while only a catechimien, at 
the council of Antioch,^ and his deputation of lay officers 
to control the synods of Rimini and Seleucia," are 
instances of the manner in which the imperial superin- 
tendence was exerted. And yet (as has been before 
observed) in all these cases, whatever there may have 
been of lay control, the formal decision of matters was 
left to the voice of the bishops. The pains which were 
taken to draw prelates of high personal or official 
authority — such as Athanasius, Hosius, and Liberius — 
into a comjrfiance with the measures of the court, are 
also a remarkable testimony to the importance which 
was attached to the episcopal judgments. 

The introduction of general councils contributed 
greatly to increase the imperial influence. These assem- 
blies were necessarily summoned by the emperor, since 
no spiritual authority possessed the universal jurisdiction 
which was requisite for the purpose; their decisions were 
confirmed by him, promulgated with his sanction, and 
enforced by civil penalties of his appointment* 

(2.) The emperor was regarded as the highest judge 
in all causes. The bishops of Rome considered it a dis- 
tinction to be allowed to plead for themselves before his 
judgment-seat, after the example of St. Paul.y But it soon 

" P- 291. * p. 305. Gibbon, Hi. 181-2 ; Schrockh, v. m ; 

» Pp. 328, 33a Planck, ii. 264 ; Neand. iii, 188. 

* Andrewes, Senn. on Numb. x. x-2 ' Cone. Rom. a.d. 378, ad Gratian. 

(vol. V. ed. Anglo-cath. Lib.) ; Bar- ap. Hard. i. 841 ; Giesel. L ii. 181. 
row, 477, seqq. ; Suicer, ii. 1173-8 ; 
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began to be felt that both bishops and presbyters were 
disposed to cany to the imperial tribunal matters in which 
the judgment of their brethren had been, or was likely to 
be, pronounced against them. In order to check this, the 
coimcil of Antioch, in 341, and that of Sardica, in 347, 
passed canons, by which it was forbidden to haunt the 
court under pretext of suits, or to appeal to the emperor 
except with the consent of the metropolitan and other 
bishops of the province to which the appellant belonged.* 
In the earher times, it had been usual for Christians, 
in order to avoid the scandal of exposing their differences 
before heathen tribunals, to submit them to the arbitra- 
tion of the bishops.* The influence which the bishops 
had thus acquired was greatly increased by a law which 
is usually (though perhaps erroneously) referred to Con- 
stantine. It was ordered that, if both parties in a case 
consented to submit it to the episcopal decision, the 
sentence should be without appeal; and the secular 
authorities were charged to carry it out.^ Many later 
enactments relate to this subject In some canons, per- 
sons who should" decline the bishop's jurisdiction are 
censured as showing a want of charity towards the 
brethren.*^ By this power of arbitration, the bishops 
were drawn into much secular business, and incurred 



* Cone. Antioch. cc. ix-x2 ; Cone. 
Sardic. cc. 7-9 (in the GreekX 

* I Cor. vi. I. 

^ Soz. i. 9 ; Bingh. II. vii. 3 ; Gib- 
bon, ii. 178 ; Schrockh, v. 92 ; viii. 40 ; 
Planck, i. 310-15. The eariiest extant 
law of such purport is of 408 (Cod. 
Just. I. iv. 8), but as the Jewish patri- 
archs had the privilege in question in 
398 (Cod. Theod. II. i. xo), it is pro- 
bable that the bishops possessed it 
before that date. (GieseL I. iL 165-6.) 
An alleged law of 318, by which it was 
allowed that ofu party in a suit might, 
even against the will of the other party, 
carry it before the bishop at any stage 



of the proceedings, while the bishop's 
sentence was to be final, aiKi was to be 
executed by the secular power, — is 
generally given up as spurious. See 
Cod. Theod. t. vi 303 ; Tillem. Emp. 
iv. 663-4 ; Bingh. II. viL 3 ; Schrdckh, 
V. 92-3 ; viiL 39 ; Giesel. II. i. 79. Yet 
Walter (Kirchenr. 383) and Meier (in 
Herzog, art. AndietUia Efisc<^alis, 
maintain it, referring to a work by 
HSnel. ' De Constitutionibus quas Sir- 
mondus edidit,' Bonn, 1840. 

« Cone. Caxthag. III. c. 9 (Hard. i. 
963) ; Schrockh, viii 67-8; Giesel. I. 
iL 165-6. 
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the risk of enmity and obloquy. To some of them the 
judicial employment may possibly have been more agree- 
able than the more spiritual parts of their function ; but 
many, like St. Augustine, felt it as a grievous burden 
and distraction,*^ and some relieved themselves of the 
labour by appointing clerical or lay delegates to act for 
them.* 

Constantius in 355 enacted that bishops should be 
tried only by members of their own order — i.e., in 
synods.^ But this privilege was limited by Gratian, who 
in 376 ordered that matters which concerned religion 
and ecclesiastical discipline should belong to bishops 
and ecclesiastical synods, but that criminal jurisdiction 
should be reserved to the secular courts ; ^ and such was 
the general principle of the age. As, however, crimes 
are also sins, and the boundaries which separate eccle- 
siastical from secular questions are not always easy to 
determine, there arose frequent cases of difficulty -between 
secular punishment and ecclesiastical penance ; indeed, 
the legislation of the early part of the fifth century on 
this subject is inconsistent with itself-^— showing at once 
the weakness of the emperors and the watchfulness of 
the ecclesiastical authorities.^ In cases of crime the 
clerical office was not as yet supposed to carry with it 
any exemption from the secular jurisdiction.* 

(3.) The influence of the gospel, which had perhaps 
begun in some degree to aflfect the Roman legislation 
even while paganism was yet the religion of the state,^ 

*• Tillem. xiii. 242-5 ; Baron. 398. • Planck, i. 516. 

64-5 ; Schrockh, viii. 44-5 ; Neand. iii. ' Cod. Theod. XVI. ii. la. 

198. St. Augustine used to say that he s lb. 23 ; Bingh. V. iL 5-12 ; 

would rather judge between strangers Schrockh, viii. 37-8, 65 ; Planck, i. 

than friends, because he might per- 305. 

haps make a friend of a stranger in ^ Schrockh, viii. 42, 66. See Planck, 

whose favour he decided, whereas one i. 319-24. 

of his friends would certainly be alien- * Gibbon, ii. 178 ; Giesel. I. iL 167. 

ated by an adverse sentence. Possi- ^ Troplong, * De I'lnfluence du 

diufi, 10 Christianisme stu: le Droit Civil,' pt. 
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was now more directly and more powerfully exerted in 
this respect.^ Moral offences, of which former legisla- 
tion had taken no notice, were denounced ; and at the 
same time a humaner spirit is found to interpose for the. 
protection of the weak, for the restraint of oppression, 
and for the mitigation of cruel punishments."* The 
bishops were often charged by law with the duty of 
befriending various classes of persons who might stand 
in need of assistance; thus a law of Honorius, in 
409, which orders that judges should on every Sunday 
examine prisoners as to the treatment which they re- 
ceived, imposes on the bishops the duty of superintend- 
ing its execution.** As magistrates became Christian, the 
church exercised a supervision over them which was 
of considerable effect ; and sometimes the clergy 
pronounced its censures on local governors who had 
exercised their power tyrannically. Thus Athanasius 
excommunicated a governor of Libya ;° and Synesius, 
bishop of Ptolemais, a generation later, excommunicated 
Andronicus, governor of Pentapolis.? 

Intercession for offenders became an acknowledged 
duty and privilege of the clergy,*i who often successfully 
interfered to save the lives of criminals in the hope that 
penance might enable them to make their peace with 
heaven.' But this right of intercession was liable to 
abuse and corruption. Some of the clergy sold their 



i. c. 4 (Paris, 1856). Dean Merivale, 
while admitting this, shows that the 
Roman law had been already so modi- 
fied as to pave the way in some mea- 
sure for the reception of the gospel. 
Boyle Lectures, No. IV. 

' For the influence of Christianity on 
the Roman law under Justinian, and 
also on the barbaric codes, see Mil- 
man, ' LaL Christ' b. iiL c. 5. 

•« Schrockh, viiL 53-5 ; Giesel. I. iL 
328-31; Broglie, i. 297, scqq. For 



the improvement effected in the con- 
dition of slaves, see Troplong, pt iL 
c. I. 

» Cod. Theod. IX. iii. 7. 

o Basil. £p. 61. 

P Synes. Ep. 58, p. aoi, ed. Petav. 
Paris, z6z3. 

4 Bingh. ii. 8 ; Neand. iii. aoz. The 
vestals had fomerly possessed a like 
privil^e. Giesel. I. ii. 169. 

' Aug. Ep. 153 : Giesel. I. ii. Z7a 
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influence for money ; * monks and others, in the latter 
part of the century, carried their extravagance so far as 
forcibly to rescue malefactors on the way to execution ; 
and laws were enacted to check such perverse and dis- 
orderly exhibitions of humanity.* 

The privilege of asylum, which had belonged to some 
temples, became attached to all churches ; and although 
the earliest laws on the subject date only from the last 
years of the century, they recognize the privilege as 
having long before existed on the ground of popular 
opinion." In the state of society which then was, the 
institution had many important uses ; ^ but corruptions 
naturally crept in, and against these edicts were issued. 
Thus Theodosius enacted in 392 that public debtors who 
took refuge in churches should be delivered up, or else 
that their debts should be paid by the bishop who shel- 
tered them.y The younger Theodosius, in 431-2, while 
he extended the right of sanctuary to the whole precinct 
which surrounded churches, found it expedient at the 
6ame time to guard the privilege against some misuses;* 
and in the following century further restrictions were 
imposed by Justinian.* 

III. The Hierarchy. 

(i.) Of the changes among the lower clergy during 
this period (besides the creation of some new offices 
which were required by the necessities of the church) 
may be mentioned the institution of two local fraternities 
— the copiatae of Constantinople and the parabolani of 
Alexandria.^ The copiatae or fossarii (grave-diggers) were 

• Giesel. I . ii. 309. ^ Milman, iii. 223. 

* Cod. Theod. IX. xl. 15, 16 ; xlv. y Cod. Theod. IX. xlv. i. 
I ; Fleury, xx. 36 ; Giesel. I. ii. 171. ■ lb. 4-5 ; Gibbon, il 178. 

" Cod. Theod. IX. xlv. 1-3 (a.d. • Novell, xvii. 7. 

292-8) ; Bingh. viii. 11 ; Ncand. iiL ** Planck, i. 334. 

204-5 ; Giesel. I. ii. 180-4. 
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employed in burying the dead — especially the Christian 
poor, whose interment was free of cost ; their number 
was HOC under Constantine, but was reduced to 950 
by a law of the younger Theodosius.® It appears that 
similar guilds were established in other populous cities. 
The parabolani (so called from the hazardous nature of 
their duties^) were appointed to attend on the sick.® In 
the dissensions of the Alexandrian church they acquired 
a character for turbulence,' so that in 416 the inhabitants 
of the city preferred a complaint against them to Theo- 
dosius the Second. The parabolani were therefore laid 
under some restraints by the emperor, and their number 
was reduced to 500 ; but two years later it was raised to 
6oo.» Both the copiatae and the parabolani were 
reckoned as belonging to the clergy, and enrolment 
among them was sought for the sake of the privileges 
and exemptions which were attached to it. In many 
cases the membership appears to have been honorary — 
persons of wealth paying for admission, enjoying the 
immunities, and taking no share in the duties. Against 
this corruption a law of Theodosius II. was directed.^ 

(2.) The deacons, whose number in some of the 
greater churches was still limited to seven,* acquired an 
increase of importance in proportion to the greater 
wealth which was entrusted to their administration. The 
power of baptizing and of preaching was now occasion- 
ally conferred on them,^ and some of them even took on 
themselves the priestly function as to the consecration of 

*= Cod. Just. I. ii. 4 (where they are ' Bingh. III. ix. 4. 

called decant) : Bingh. III. viii. Cf. « Cod. Theod. XVI. ii. 42-3 ; Baron, 

the tract * De Ordinibus Eccl.' in Ap- 416. 38 ; Giesel. I. ii. 173. 

pend. to Jerome, Patrol, xxx. 150. •» Cod. Theod. VII. xx. 12 ; Cod. 

** irapa^dWujf or irapajSdXXoyttat, Just. I. iL 9. 

fa venture. See Suicer, s. v. irapa- * See p. 222 ; Cone. Neocaesar. a.d. 

poXdvoi. 314. can. 14 ; Bingh. 1 1 . xx. 19 ; Planck. 

• Bingh. III. ix. 1-3 ; Schrockh, i. 143. 

viii. 30, ^ Augusti, xi. 202-3. 
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the eucharist ; but this usurpation was strongly forbid- 
den.* In some cases they claimed precedence of the 
presbyters,™ and would have regarded it as a degradation 
to be ordained to the presbyterate, so that canons were 
even found necessary to check their assumptions.** In 
every considerable church one of the deacons presided 
over the rest It is uncertain at what time this office of 
archdeacon was introduced : at Carthage it would seem to 
have been towards the end of the third century, as it is 
not mentioned by St. Cyprian, whereas, about fifty years 
later, Cacilian is described as archdeacon to Mensurius.® 
The distinction of one deacon above his brethren may 
perhaps have been originally a matter of personal emi- 
nence, and may have afterwards come to be established 
as official. The archdeacon was appointed by the bishop ; 
he was his chief assistant in the government of the 
church, and was generally regarded as likely to succeed 
to the bishoprick.P In the end of the fourth century a 
similar presidency over the presbyters was given in some 
churches to an archpriest (archipresbyter) — to whom the 
administration oi the diocese was intrusted in the absence 
or incapacity of the bishop.^ 

(3.) The position of the chorepiscopi was found to 
excite the jealousy of the superior bishops. Their func- 
tions were therefore more strictly limited by canons,' and 
in some quarters a movement was made for the suppres- 
sion of the office. The council of Laodicea forbids the 
appointment of bishops in villages and country places ;* 
it orders that, in their stead, presbyters with the title of 
periodeutcB (circuit-visitors) — answering to the archdeacons 

* Cone. Arelat. a.d. 314, c 15. See 408-10. 

Hefele, i. 183. ^ Bingh. II. xxl xi. 

" See Hieron. Ep. cxlvl 2. p lb. 2-11 ; Schrdckh, viii. 204-6. 

" E.g^. Cone. Arelat. a.d. 314, c. •» Thomass. II. L 3. 

18 ; Cone. Nic. a.d. 325, c. 18 ; Cone. ' Planck, L 527-9. 

Garth. IV. a.d. 398, c. 37; Bingh. II. • -)((i)pais. 
xxL 3 ; August!, xi. 194-5 ; Hefele, i. 
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or rural deans of our own church — should be employed, 
and that the chorepiscopi already ordained should do 
nothing without the approbation of the city bishops.* In 
the following century, however, chorepiscopi 
are mentioned as sitting in the council of * * ^5 • 
Chalcedon, although only as delegates of other bishops ; ^ 
and the title is found much later, both in the east and in 
the west. Thus, the second council of Nicgea, in 787, 
speaks of chorepiscopi as ordaining readers by permis- 
sion of the bishops,^ — a notice which seems to imply that 
they then belonged to the order of presbyters, and were 
niuch the same with the periodeutae intended by the 
Laodicean canon. The western chorepiscopi of the 
eighth and ninth centuries will come under our notice 
hereafter.y 

(4.) The system of distinctions within the order of 
bishops was now carried out more fully than in the 
former period.* The religious divisions of the Roman 
world had generally followed the civil divisions, although 
this rule was not without exceptions ;* and thus, when 
Constantine introduced a new partition of the empire 
into dioceses^ each of which embraced several provinces, a 
nearly corresponding arrangement naturally followed in 
the church.^ The bishop of the chief city in each 



* Can. 57, ap. Hard. i. 761. See 
Thomass. I. u. i. 10; Bingh. II. xiv. 
12 ; Planck, i. 529 ; Augusti, xi. 169 ; 
Ddllinger, i. 21X. This council is 
commonly dated about a.d. 363 ; Har- 
douin places it in 372. See SchrOckh, 
vi. 243. Bp. Hefele (iv. 724) does not 
fix the date more nearly than by say- 
ing that it was between the council of 
Sardica (343?) and that of Constan- 
tinople (381). 

" Bingh. II. xiv. 12 ; SchrSckh, viii. 
201-2 ; Planck, i. 530 ; Newman, n. on 
Fleury, i. 60. 

* C. 14. 

y See Book IV. c. ix. sect. iii. 3. 



■ Mosh. i. 312 ; Schrdckh, v. 114- 
15 ; viii. 81. 

* p. 224. Cone. Antioch. a.d. 341 
c 9. See Bingh. IX. i. 8. 

>> Zosim. ii. 3 ; Nat. Alex. VII. c. v. 
1-4; Thomass. J. i. 3, 10; Barrow, 
383-6 ; Wiltsch, i. 57. See Suicer, s. v. 

MoiKtiffn; Planck, i. 60X-3. The title 
of diocese was then used only to desig- 
nate the great divisions, the sphere of 
a bishop being styled paroehia. The 
division of the empire was as follows : — 
I. Prkfecture op the East, in- 
cluding the dioceses of (i) The East 
(Capital, Antioch) ; (2) Egypt (Alex- 
andria) ; (3) Asia (Ephesus) ; (4) Pan- 
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diocese rose to a pre-eminence above the other metro- 
politans. These bishops usually received in the east the 
title of exarchy and in the west that of primate ; the most 
eminent of them were afterwards styled patriarchs— a, 
title which had formerly been given to all bishops, and 
of which the new and restricted sense appears to have 
been adopted from the Jews.® The degree of authority 
exercised by patriarchs or exarchs was not uniform. It 
was greatest at Alexandria, where the patriarch had the 
right of consecrating all the bishops of Egjrpt and Libya 
without the intervention of metropolitans. The bishop 
of Rome had a like power within his narrower jurisdic- 
tion, where, as in Egypt, the grade of metropolitans had 
not yet been introduced;*^ but in other countries it was 
usual that the chief bishop should consecrate the metro- 
politans, and that these should consecrate the inferior 
bishops.* 

With the introduction of the larger ecclesiastical divi- 
sions came that of synods collected from their whole 
extent The patriarchs or exarchs presided ; and these 
councils became the highest ordinary authorities in the 
affairs of the church.^ 



ius (Caesarea in Cappadocia) ; (5) 
Thrace (Heraclea, and afterwards 
Constantinople). 

II. Prefecture OF Eastern Illy- 
RiA — separated from the West in 379 
(Capital, Thessalonica) ; (z) Macedo- 
nia ; (2) Dacia. 

III. Prefecture of Italy,— <i) 
XofHe (Rome) ; (2) • Kafy (Milan) ; 
(3) Western Illyria (Sirmium); (4) 
Africa (Carthage). 

IV. Prefecture of the Gauls. — 
(i) Gaul (Treves) ; (2) Spain ; (3) 
Britain. Giesel. I. ii. 186. 

^ Thomass. I. xi. 17 ; Bingh. II. 
ii. 9 ; Planck, i. 608-9 ; Augusti, xi. 
147. The title of patriarch, in its spe- 
cial sense, was first expressly given at 
the council of Chalcedon, a.d. 451. 



(Bingh. II. xvii. 8 ; Suicer, ii. 643 ; 
SchrOckh, xvii. 23.) It was assumed by 
the chiefs of the Montanists (sup. p. 
Z06), and at a later time by those of 
the Arian Vandal clergy in Africa. 
Thomass. I. i. 21. 4. 

* Wiltsch, i. 62. See De Marca, i. 
7. Metropolitans appear to have been 
established in the Alexandrian diocese 
about the middle of the fourth cen- 
tury; and this is all that Bp. Hefele 
seems to prove by his argument, vol. i. 

PP- 373-6. 

• Bingh. II. xvi. 23 ; xvii. 11-12 ; 
Giesel. I. ii. 187 ; Wiltsch, i. 190. 

' Cone. CpoL I. A.D. 381, c. 6 (see p. 
377, n. » ; Bingh. II. xvii. 13 ; Planck, 
i. 612 ; Giesel. I. ii. 187. 
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(5.) The council of Nicsea recognizes three principal 
sees — Rome, Alexandria, and Antioch — ^as presiding over 
the churches in their respective quarters.* Each of these 
three was at once the church of a great capital, and was 
reckoned to have the honour of apostolical foundation.^ 
From the time when Constantine raised Byzantium to its 
new dignity, the bishoprick of that city, which had pre- 
viously been subject to the metropolitan of Heraclea, the 
civil capital of Thrace, necessarily became an important 
position, insomuch that, even before any formal grant of 
ecclesiastical privileges or precedence had as yet been 
conferred on it, Eudoxius was supposed to be promoted 
by a translation to Constantinople from the great and 
venerable see of Antioch. * The second general council 
enacted that the bishop of Constantinople should stand 
next to the bishop of Rome, " forasmuch as it is a new 
Rome"^^ — a, reason which clearly shows that, in the 
opinion of the assembled bishops, the secular greatness 
of the old capital was the ground on which its ecclesias- 
tical precedence rested.^ The honour thus bestowed 
on Constantinople was not, however, accompanied by 
any gift of jurisdiction.™ 

(6.) The causes which, during the earlier period, had 
acquired for Rome a pre-eminence over all other churches 
were, in the fourth century, reinforced by new and impor- 
tant circumstances. Although within his own city the 
bishop was restrained by the prevalence of heathenism 
among the nobility, the removal of the court gave him a 
position of independence and importance beyond what 

8 Can. 6. k Cone. Cpol. I. a.d. 381, c. 3. 

^ Neand. iii. 930-2. Alexandria was * Baronius tries to throw doubt on 

counted apostolical, as having been the genuineness of the canon — without 

founded by St Mark, under the direc- any better warrant than his dislike 

tion of St. Peter. of its substance. See p. 377, n. « ; 

* Tillem. xv. 700-1 ; Schr5ckh, viii. Tillem. ix. 490 ; and for ingenious 

93 ; Planck, i. 605 ; Wiltsch, L 168 ; evasions, Walter, p. 39. 

Giesel. I. ii. 187. » Wiltsch, i. 139, 
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he could have obtained if the imperial splendour had 
been displayed on the same scene with his own dignity ; » 
and the Arian controversies greatly increased his influence 
in relation to the whole church.<> In the distractions of 
the eastern Christians, the alliance of the west was 
strongly desired by each party. The bishop of Rome, 
as being the chief pastor in the western church, naturally 
became the organ of communication with his oriental 
brethren, to whom he appeared as the representative of 
the whole west, and almost as wielding its entire authority. 
Even where one of the oriental parties protested against 
his interference, the Roman bishop gained by the appli- 
cation of the other party for his aid, or by its consent to 
his proceedings, p Except during the temporary lapse of 
Liberius, the Roman influence was steadily on the side 
of orthodoxy, and as Rome thus stood in honourable 
contrast with the variations of the eastern bishops, its 
constancy acquired for it strength as well as credit, and 
the triumph of the cause which it had espoused contri- 
buted to the elevation of the see. Moreover, the old 
civil analogy introduced a practice of referring for ad- 
vice to Rome from all parts of the west. The earliest 
extant answer to such an application is the synodical 
letter of Siricius to Himerius, bishop of Tarragona, 
A.D. 385.*! But by degrees these "decretal epistles" 
rose more and more from a tone of advice to one 
of direction and command ; and they were no longer 
written in the name of a synod, but in that of the pope 
alone."^ 

The records of this time, however, while they show the 
progress of Rome towards the position which she after- 

" SchrOckh, v. 115. P Planck, i. 634-8. 

** Barrow, 275, 414-15 ; Wetstein, in ^ Hard. i. 647. This refers (c i) to 

Gibbon, ii. 222 ; Giesel. I. ii. 305-7 ; one of Liberius, which is lost. 

Neand. iii. 191 ; vi. 406 ; Milman, iii. ' Planck, i. 658 ; GieseL I. ii. 300-2 ; 

40-2. Hussey on the Papal Power, 36. 
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wards attained, are utterly subversive of the pretence 
that that position belonged to her from the beginning, 
and by virtue of divine appointment. Thus, when the 
council of Nicaea, with a view to the schism of the 
Egyptian Meletius, ordained that the bishop of Alexan- 
dria should, agreeably to ancient custom, have jurisdic- 
tion over Egypt, Libya, and the Pentapolis, " forasmuch 
as this is also customary for the Roman bishop " — and 
further, that "in Antioch and in other provinces the 
privileges of churches should be preserved"* — ^it is evi- 
dent that no other right over his sufeagans is ascribed to 
the bishop of Rome than that which is also acknow- 
ledged to belong to the bishop of Alexandria ; and that 
the privileges of these and of other sees are alike referred 
to ancient usage as their common foundation. 

Again, when the council of Sardica enacted that any 
bishop who should wish to appeal from a S)aiod might, 
with the consent of his judges, apply to Julius, bishop of 
Rome, and that, if the bishop of Rome thought fit, a new 
trial should be granted' — it is clear that the power 
assigned to the Roman bishop is not recognized as one 
which he before possessed, but was then conferred by the 
council." The bishop of Rome had no power of evoking 
the cause from before another tribunal ; he had no per- 
sonal voice in the decision ; he could only receive appeals 
on the application of the councils from which they were 
made — the power of making such appeals being limited 



'^ Can. 6. See SchrOckh, yxa. Sz-pa 
t Can. 3. (Hard. i. 637.) Comp. 
ex:. 4-5. There are some variations 
between the Greek and the Latin of 
these canons. 

" De Marca, VII. iL 6. This ap- 
pears still more evident froqi the terms 
of the canon — " Osius episcopus dixit 
. . . si vobis placet, sancti Petri apos- 
toli memoriam honoremus ut scribatur 
ab his qui causam examinanmt Julio 

VOL. I. 



Romano episcopo." (See Bairow, 585 : 
Tillem. viiL no ; Pusey on tlic Coun- 
cils, 142.) "Some popes, "says Barrow, 
" did challenge jiirisdiction iqpon ap- 
peals, as given them by the Nicene 
canons, meaning thereby those of Sar- 
dica (see hereafter. Book III. c. iv.) ; 
which showeth they had no better plea, 
and therefore no original right " (586X 
See on the whde matter his appendix, 
pp. 759.76 ; ct Janus, 87. 

28 
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to bishops — and commit the trial of them to the bishops 
bordering on the appellant's province, with the addition, 
if he should think fit, of legates representing himself.* 
Moreover, as the council of Sardica was composed of 
western bishops only, there was no pretext for enforcing 
this canon on the eastern church; and, as the occasion 
which led to the enactment was temporary, so the men- 
tion of Julius by name,y without any reference to his 
successors, seems to indicate that the power conferred 
was temporary and personal, and was granted in consi- 
deration of the pledges which the Roman bishop had 
given for his adherence to the orthodox cause.' Indeed, 
it may be said that this power was only such as in ordi- 
nary circumstances would have been acknowledged to 
belong to the emperor, and that it was transferred to 
Julius, because the exercise of it could not be safely left 
in the hands of the Arian Constantius.* In like manner, 
when Gratian, in 378, with a view of withdrawing the 
partisans of Ursicinus from secular tribunals, acceded to 
the request of a Roman synod that the judgment of them 
should be committed to Damasus,^ the temporary and 
special nature of the grant is inconsistent with any such 
idea as that the jurisdiction of which it speaks had before 



' It has been contended that the 
bishops to whom the cause was to be 
remitted must be those of the appel- 
lant's province, — the same from whom 
the appeal was made. But this seems 
to be inconsistent with the Greek of 
c 3,— 5tA T&v y€iTvi(i>VT(av ry 
irrapxig' iiriffK6ir(ap—and with both 
the Greek and the Latin of c. 5, — 
Tois <rvv€TrurK&iroK rots &yx'^- 
T€{fOV(rL ry irrapxtg.—" qui in fini- 
timaetpropinquaprovinciasunt." The 
words iwiypibfJLOPas '7rapdaxoi—"det 
judices," seem to be explained by 
what b said as to the bishops and 
the legates— not meaning that the 
bishop of Rome could appoint a judicial 



commission unlimited by any condi- 
tions. 

y The conjecture " tlit (hoc est 
/a/0" for ^ulio (Hard. i. 639) appears 
to be quite unfoimded, and is incon- 
sistent with the Greek version. See 
Hefele, L 541, who, however, resists 
the inference in the text, while he also 
opposes the extreme Roman view. i. 
549, seqq. 

« Mosh. i. 318 ; SchrSckh, vi. 85 ; 
viiL 104 ; Planck, i. 640, 646 ; Giesel. 
I. ii. 196-9 ; Hussey, 1-12. 

^ De Marca, VIII. iii. 6 ; Still ngfl. 
214; 

b Hard. L 840-3. 
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belonged to the bishops of Rome, or was an ordinary 
prerogative of their office. <^ 

The old Latin version of the Nicene canons, and 
Rufinus in his summary of them, define the jurisdiction 
of the Roman bishop as extending over the " suburbi- 
carian churches."^ The name oi suburhicarian\iz.% given 
to the provinces which composed the civil diocese of Rome 
—the seven provinces of middle and lower Italy, with the 
islands of Corsica, Sardinia, and Sicily. « To these the 
patriarchate of Rome was then limited — Milan, Aquileia, 
and afterwards Ravenna, being independent centres of 
ecclesiastical government.*^ And since both language 
and historical facts combine to support this view, it is 
needless to consider seriously such constructions of the 
canon as that which would persuade us that by the 
" suburbicarian churches'' were meant all those of the 
western empire, or even all the churches of the world ! « 



^ Schr5ckh, viii. 111-12; xii. 140; 
Planck, ii. 643-4 1 Giesel. I. ii. 198 ; 
Hussey, 14. 

•* Hard. i. 329, 333 ; Rufin. Hist. 
Eccl. i. 6. 

* Laud against Fisher, p. 203, ed. 
Anglo-cath. Lib.; Bingh. IX. i. 9-11 ; 
SchrSckh, viii. 103 ; Giesel. L ii. 195 ; 
Wiltsch, i. 75. 

^ Giesel. I. ii. 215. As to Ravenna, 
Tillem. xv. 190; Wiltsch, i. 86-7. 
With this agrees the request of the 
Sardican council to Julius, that he 
would make its proceedings known to 
the bishops of Sicily, Sardinia, and 
Italy. Hilar. Fragm. ii. 13 (Patrol. 

X.). 

8 See Baron. 325. 124, and the re- 
ferences, etc. in Gieseler, I. ii. 194. 
Equally bold is the interpretation by 
which Bellarmine makes the other 
words already quoted from the same 
canon (p. 433) to mean — not that the 
superiority of Alexandria is to be like 
that of Rome, but — that it had been 
the custom of the Roman bishops to 



govern the Egyptian patriarchate by 
means of the bishops of Alexandria ! 
(De Rom. Pontif. ii. 13. Opera, i. 
641, ed. Colon. 1622.) DSllinger, ad- 
mitting the limitation of the term sub- 
urbicarian, offers an ingenious expla- 
nation of the passage in Rufinus — that 
that writer means to speak of the imT 
mediate metropolitan power of Rome 
as it was in his own time, when the 
bishop had transferred to vicars the 
metropolitan authority over all but the 
suburbicarian provinces — the papal 
power being (as Dr. von Dfillinger 
supposes) all the while distinct from 
the patriarchal or metropolitan power, 
and not coming into contemplation 
here. (i. 191 ; comp. Hefele, i. 379, 
seqq.) By such distinctions the more 
discerning of late writers in the Roman 
interest would explain many other 
things which are usually supposed to 
tell against the papacy. But in those 
things themselves no such distinction 
appears. There is, for example, no 
ground for saying that the bishops of 
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The interference of the Roman bishop was still resisted 
whenever he attempted to invade the privileges of other 
churches. The African and the eastern churches acted 
throughout in entire independence of the Roman autho- 
rity,** and frequent canons were made against carrying 
causes out of the provinces to which they belonged. 
There was no idea of any divine right of superiority to 
other churches ; for, although it was often said tliat the 
bishop of Rome ought to be honoured as the successor 
of St. Peter, that apostle himself was not yet regarded as 
more than the first among equals, nor were his successors 
supposed to have inherited any higher distinction above 
their brethren in the episcopate.* 

(7.) From the time of Constantine the members of 
the Christian ministry attained a new social position, 
with secular advantages which had until then been un- 
known. The exemption from curial offices, which was 
granted to them by the first Christian emperor, was, 
indeed, withdrawn or limited by his successors;^ but 



Ravenna, while resisting the bishop of 
Rome as patriarch, admitted his au- 
thority over them as pope. And the 
theory comes altogether too late. 

h Giesel. I. iL 203-4. See Sozomen, 
iii. 8, where some of the orientals tell 
Julius, that, as the eastern church had 
not interfered with the Roman in the 
matter of Novatian, so he ought not to 
dictate to them. Also the conduct of 
St. Basil, in Tillem. viii. 403 ; Barrow, 
353 : Giesel. I. ii. 205-6, etc. 

' See the interpretations of St. Matt. 
xvi. 18-19, by writers of this time, in 
Gieseler, I. ii. 209-12. A remarkable 
negative evidence against the papal 
claims may be fovmd in St. Jerome, Ep. 
cxxv. 15, where submission to one head 
IS enforced on monks by the instinctive 
habits of beasts, bees, and cranes, the 
contentions of Esau and Jacob, of Ro- 
mulus and Remus, the oneness of an 
emperor in his dominions, of a judge in 



hb province, of a master in his house, 
of the pilot in a ship, of the general 
in an army, of the bishop, the arch- 
presbyter, and the archdeacon in a 
church ; but where, on the Ronurn 
theory, we should look for the crown of 
argument in the one universal bishop, 
there is no mention of any such head 
as existing. [Pius II., borrovring some 
of the comparisons, uses them as an 
argument for the pope's supremacy. 
* Bulla Retractationum,' prefixed to 
his works.] 

^ See p. 258. Julian recalled the 
clergy who had been exempt to per- 
jfbrm their curial duties (Cod. Theod. 
XII. L so). Theodosius says in 383— 
*' Curiales qui ecclesib malunt servire 
quam curiis, contemnant ilia quae sub- 
trahunt," etc. (lb. 104.) In 386 he 
compelled the curial clergy to pay for 
substitutes in the civil offices to which 
they were liable (ib. 1x5) ; he declares 



Chap. VI. 



CONDITION OF THE CLERGY. 



437 



they enjoyed a valuable privilege in their freedom from 
all "sordid" offices,^ and from some of the public imposts, 
although still liable, to the land-tax, and to most of the 
ordinary burdens.™ The taxes to be paid by ecclesiastics 
who were engaged in trade were regulated by laws of 
Constantius, Valentinian, and Gratian ; and from the 
fact that such laws were passed, rather than a prohibition 
of trading, it may probably be inferred that resources of 
this kind were still necessary for the support of some 
among the clergy.'* The wealth of the body, however, 
was vastly increased. Constantine, besides munificent 
occasional gifts, bestowed on them a stated allowance of 
com, which was revoked by Julian. Jovian restored a 
third part of this, and promised to add the rest when the 
cessation of a famine then raging should enable him to 
do so; but his reign ended before he could fulfil his 



those who had been ordained before 
his second consulship to be exempt as 
to their patrimony, but requires those 
whose ordination was later to give up 
all. (lb. 121.) Innocent, bishop of 
Rome in 404, orders that curiales shall 
not be ordained, because trouble might 
arise from the emperor's afterwards 
requiring their services, and in their 
civil office they would have to exhibit 
spectacles of diabolical origin. (£p. 
ii. c. II ; Patrol, xx.) By a law of 
Valentinian III., a.d. 439, such per- 
sons were at ordination to share their 
property with their children, if they 
had any, reserving only one share for 
themselves ; if childless, they were to 
give up two-thirds to the municipal 
body of their town. Cod. Theod. No- 
vell. 38 (t. vi. app. p. 16); cf. Cod. 
Theod. XII. L 49, 123, etc.; Cod. 
Justin. Novell. cxxiiL 15; Bingh. V. 
iii. 13-16 ; Planck, i, 291. 

1 Constantius in Cod. Theod. XVI. 
ii. 10, 14-15. For the definition of 
such offices, see the Cod. Theod. t. iv. 
128-9. 



™ Gratian, a.d. 382, in Cod. Thecd. 
XI. xvi. 15 ; Bingh. V. iii.; Planck, i. 
293-6.. Constantine at first exempted 
them firom the land tax, but afterwards 
re-imposed it (sup. p. 259); his suc- 
cessors varied in the manner of levying 
it. The S3mod of Rimini met with an 
absolute refusal from (Constantius when 
they attempted to obtain an exemp- 
tion. (Cod. Theod. XVI. ii 15.) 
When St. Ambrose says that the 
church-lands pay tribute, Baronius 
endeavours to show that the clergy 
had a divine right of exemption from 
taxes, and that their payments were 
merely voluntary ! 387. 11, seqq. 

° Cod. Theod. XVI. ii 10, 14; 
SchrOckh, vL 17 ; viii. 7-10. It was 
not until a. d. 452, under Valentinian 
III., that the clergy were forbidden 
by the imperial law to trade. (Cod. 
TTieod. Nov. 12, t. vi. Append.) The 
Afirican council of a.d. 419 (c. 52) 
ordered that "Clericus victum et ves- 
timentum sibi ab artificio vel agricul- 
tura absque officii sui duntaxat detri- 
mento praeparet." 
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intenrion, and the promise was disregarded by his suc- 
cessors. <> Tithes were now paid — not, however, by legal 
compulsion, but as a voluntary oflfering,P so tiiat we need 
not wonder to find complaints of difficulty and irregu- 
larity in the payment;** and a very great addition ot 
riches flowed in on the church in consequence of the 
law of Constantine which allowed it to receive bequests 
of property.' 

These changes naturally operated for evil as well as 
/or good. For the sake of the secular benefits connected 
with the ministry, many unfit persons sought ordination ;* 
while the higher dignities of the church became objects 
of ambition for men whose qualifications were not of a 
spiritual kind. At the election of a bishop, unworthy 
arts were employed by candidates ; accusations which, 
whether true or false, give no agreeable idea of the pre- 
vailing tone of morals, were very commonly brought by 
each faction against the favourite of its opponents ; and 
disgraceftil tumults often took place.* 

The intercourse of courts was a trial for the bishops ; 
while in many it naturally produced subserviency," in 
others it led to a mistaken exaltation of spiritual dignity 
in opposition to secular rank. Thus, it is told with 
admiration that St. Martin of Tours, when at the court 
of Maximus, allowed the empress to wait on him at 




® Theod. iv. 4 ; Tillem. Emp. iv. 587. 

P Walter, 513. ** Bingh. V. v. 3. 

' P. 260 ; Planck, i. 279-83. 

* Giescl. I. ii. 308 ; Planck, L 333. 

t Chrysost. de Sacerdot. iii. 15 ; Ste- 
phens, Life of Chrysostom, 51. Gibbon 
(ii. 176) says that the income of a 
bishop varied from two to thirty pounds 
of gold, and that the average was 
a^3out£6oo sterling. In order to check 
the ambition of bishops, many canons 
were made against translation {e.^.. 
Can. Nic. 15 ; Antioch. 21 ; Sardic. 
i) ; but without much effect. (Bingh. 



VI. iv. 6 ; Neand. iii. 217. See above, 
P' 375') The 27th of the canons which 
pass under the name of the fourth 
council of Carthage (a.d. 398), and 
which are supposed to be partly the 
woik of that council, and partly a col- 
lection of African canons in force about 
the time when it was held (Tillem. 
xiiL 982-5; Schrdckh, viii. 196) — for- 
bids that bishops be translated from 
motives of ambition, but allows trans- 
lation when it may be for the benefit 
of the church. 
" Giesel. I. ii. 175-6, 312. 
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table ; ^ and that, when the emperor had desired him to 
drink first, and expected to receive the cup back from 
him, the bishop passed it to his own chaplain, as being 
higher in honour than any earthly potentate.^ 

Luxury and pride increased among the clergy of the 
great cities. St. Jerome agrees with Ammianus Mar- 
ceUinus as to the excessive pomp by which the Roman 
hierarchy was distinguished, the splendour of their dress 
and equipages, the sumptuousness of their feasts ; while 
the heathen historian bears a testimony which is above 
suspicion to the contrast presented by the virtue, sim- 
plicity, and self-denial of the provincial bishops and 
clergy in general. ^ Prsetextatus, an eminent pagan 
magistrate, who was concerned in suppressing the feuds 
of Damasus and Ursicinus, sarcastically told Damasus 
that he himself would forthwith turn Christian, if he 
might have the bishoprick of Rome.* The emperors 
found it necessary to restrain by law the practices of 
monks and clergy for obtaining gifts and legacies. Thus 
Valentinian, by a law which was addressed to Damasus, 
and was read in all the churches of the capital,^ enacted 
that ecclesiastics and monks should not haunt the houses 
of widows or of female wards ; and that they should not 
accept anything by donation or will from women who 
were connected with them by spiritual ties.® Jerome, 
who draws many lively pictures of the base devices by 
which some of his brethren insinuated themselves into 
the favour of wealthy and aged persons, says, with refer- 



"" Sulp. Sev. Dialog, ii. 6 (Patrol. 

XX.). 

y Id. de Vita Martini, c. 20. This 
is said to have been repeated by a 
bishop of Nocera, at the court of the 
emperor Frederick II. Raumer, Gesch. 
der Hohenstaufen, iii. 290. 

« Amm. Marc, xxvii. 3 ; Hieron. Ep. 
I iii., &c. 

* Hieron. adv. Joh. Hierosol. 8 



(Patrol, xxiii.). 

b Hence Baronius (370. 123) pro- 
fesses to think that it was probably- 
solicited by Damasus ! 

^ A.D. 370. Cod. Theod. XVI. ii. 
30. It is to be observed that the law 
was directed against individuals, not 
against the church. Nat. Alex. vii. 
15a 
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ence to this edict, " I do not complain of the law, but I 
grieve that we should have deserved it*'^ Other acts 
followed, annulling all dispositions of property which 
women on professing a religious life might make to the 
prejudice of their natural heirs, and guarding against the 
evasions which might be attempted by means of fictitious 
trusteeships.® Such bequests were, however, discouraged 
and often refused by the more conscientious bishops, 
such as St Ambrose and St Augustine.' And while we 
note the facts which show how in this age, as in every 
other, the church but too truly reahzed those parables 
which represent it as containing a mixture of evil amidst 
its good, we must not overlook the noble spirit of muni- 
ficence and self-denial which animated multitudes of its 
bishops and clergy, or their exertions in such works of 
piety and charity as the relief of the poor, the redemp- 
tion of captives, the erection of hospitals, and the adorn- 
ment of the divine worship.^ 

(8.) The changes of the fourth century tended to de- 
press the popular element in the church.^ By the 
acknowledgment of their religion on the part of the 
state, by the increase of wealth, by their intercourse with 
personages of the highest rank, by the frequency of 
synods collected from large divisions of the church, and 
limited to their own order,* by the importance which 
accrued to them when questions of theology entered 
into politics, and agitated the whole empire — the bishops 
were raised to a greater elevation than before above the 

d Ep. Hi. 6. So St Ambrose, in his I. ii. 173, 309. 

answer to Symmachus (Ep. xviii. 14), * Theodos. in Cod. Theod. XVI. ii, 

after comparing the state of the clergfy 27-8, &c.; Schrbckh, viii. 11-12. 

with that of the heathen priesthood — f Ambros. in Luc. lib. viil 77, 79 ; 

" Quod sacerdotibus fani legaverit Aug. Senn. 355 ; Possidius, 24. 

Christiana vidua, valet ; quod ministris ^ Neand. ii. 193-4 ; Giesel. I. ii. 

Dei, non valet Quod ego non ut 313. 

querar, sed ut sciant quid non querar, ^ Schrockh, viii. 42. 

comprehendi ; malo enim nos pecunia i Planck, L 377. 
minores esse quam ratia." SeeGiese 
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Other orders of the clergy.*^ The administration of the 
church was more thrown into their hands; and in the 
election of bishops the influence of the order became 
greater, chiefly in consequence of the factions of the 
people. Thus, when a vacant see was disputed by exas- 
perated parties, it often happened that the prelates whose 
business it was to ratify the election, suggested a third 
candidate by way of compromise, and that their nomina- 
tion was accepted.^ In some cases the election, instead 
of being held in the city for which a bishop was to be 
appointed, was transferred to the metropolis of the pro- 
vince."* The privilege of choice, which was often inju- 
diciously used by the multitude,^ was gradually limited 
by canons which fixed the qualifications for the episco- 
pate. ° And, although the right of voting was not yet 
restricted to persons of superior station,? the emperor 
swayed the elections to the greater sees — especially those 
of the cities in which he resided — and sometimes directly 
nominated the bishops.*i 

(9. ) The orders of the ministry remained as before, but 
it was not usual to proceed regularly through the lower 
grades to the higher. Thus fire find that very commonly 



^ See Hieron. Ep. lii. 7. Some of 
the canons of the fourth council of 
Carthage (see p. 438, n. *) are intended 
to protect the presbyters against the 
assumptions of their superiors as well 
as of their inferiors. Thus, a bidiop 
must not suffer a presbyter to stand 
while he himself is seated (34); in 
church, and in ecclesiastical assem- 
blies, he is to sit above presbyters, but 
"intra domum" he is to remember 
that he is their colleagu&(35) ; the dea- 
cons are to understand that they Sure 
servants of the presbyters as well as of 
the bishop (27), and are not to sit down 
without leave of the presbyters (39). 

* Gibbon, ii. 171 ; Planck, L 439-43. 
Sometimes the bishops proposed a can- 



didate at first, but the people insisted on 
having another. No bishop was in 
tuay case to be intruded on an orthodox 
flock. Bingh. IV. ii. 4 ; Neand. iii. 216. 

™ Planck, i. 447. 

" The coimcil of Laodicea, a. d. 372 (?) 
c. 13, orders that the choice of persons 
for the Uparetou (i.e. either the epis- 
copate alone, or the priesthood and 
the episcopate — see Hefele, L 734) 
shall not be allowed, rot j 6x^ois. 

° Gibbon, ii. 171. 

P This is the opinion of Bingham. 
IV. ii. 8. See Planck, i. 446-8 ; and 
below. Book III. c. viii. sect z. 

« Bingh. IV. il 16; Giesel. I. ii. 
182 ; Planck, i. 262-3 > Milman, n. on 
Gibbon, il 172. 
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deacons were raised to the episcopate, or readers to the 
presbyterate, without passing through even a symbolical 
ordination to the intermediate offices;'^ and we have 
seen in the instances of Ambrose and Nectarius that 
even unbaptized persons were chosen for bishops, and, 
after receiving baptism, were advanced at once to the 
highest order of the ministry.* 

The practice of forcible ordinations was a remarkable 
feature of this age. The only expedient by which a 
person could protect himself against the designs of a 
bishop or a congregation who considered him fit for 
spiritual office, was that of swearing that he would not 
submit to be ordained ; for it was thought that one who 
had taken an oath of this kind ought not to be compelled 
to forswear himsel£' When the custom of such ordina- 
tions had been introduced, reluctance to undertake the 
ministerial function was often feigned for the purpose of 
gaining importance." Both forced ordinations and the 
hasty promotion of neophytes were after a time forbidden 
by canons and by imperial edicts,* in some of which a 
curious distinction was made between the case of bishops 
who had been ordained without their own consent, and 
that of presbyters or lower clergy in like circumstances. 
The latter were allowed to renounce their orders ; but 
this liberty was denied to the bishops, on the ground 
that none were really worthy of the episcopate but such 
as were chosen against their wilL^ In the fifth century, 
ordination began to be employed as a means of disquali- 
fying persons who had been unfortunate in political life 
for taking any fiirther part in the public affairs of the 

' TUlem. ix. 67. » Can. Sardic. 13 ; Siric Ep. iii. 

• Pp. 376, 380 ; Tillem. ix. 65 ; Bingh. (Hard. i. 856) ; Tillem. x. 360 ; Neand. 
IV. X. 4-7. iii. 214. 

* Bingh. IV. vii. 1-2 ; Gibbon, iL 173. 7 Leo et Anthem. a.d. 469, Cod. 
See Basil. Ep. clxxxvl xo; Aug. Ep. Just. I. iii. 31; Cone. AurcL III. 
iaS-6. A.D. 538, c. 7 : Bingh. IV. viii. 3-4 ;' 

" GieseL I. il 312. SchrOckh, xvL 326. 
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world. Some of the latest emperors of the west were set 
aside by this expedient.* 

(lo.) The influence of the monastic spirit tended to 
advance the practice of celibacy among the clergy, and 
the opinion of its obligation. At the council of Nicaea, 
it was proposed that married bishops, presbyters, and 
deacons should be compelled to abstain from intercourse 
with their wives ; * but Paphnutius, an Egyptian bishop, 
strongly opposed the motion. He dwelt on the holiness 
of Christian marriage, and represented the inexpediency 
of imposing on the clergy a yoke which many of them 
might be unable to bear, and which might therefore be- 
come the occasion of sin, and injurious to the church. It 
was, he said, enough to adhere to the older law, by which 
marriage after the reception of the higher orders was for- 
bidden. The argument was strengthened by the charac- 
ter of the speaker. He was honoured as a confessor, 
having lost his right eye and had his left thigh hamstrung 
in the last persecution; he had a high reputation for 
sanctity, so that he was even supposed to possess miracu- 
lous power ; ^ his motives were above suspicion, as he 
himself lived in celibacy and strict asceticism. Under 
his guidance, therefore, the council rejected the pro- 
posal f and the example thus set by the most revered of 
ecclesiastical assemblies was followed in other quarters. 
Thus, the council of Gangra,^ which was held chiefly for 
the consideration of the errors imputed to Eustathius of 



' This was Ae case of Avitus, a.d. 
456, and of Glycerius, a.d. 475. Gib- 
bon, iii. 299, 330. 

^ The proposal was probably made 
by Hosius, as it agrees with a canon 
of the council of Illiberis, at Vhich he 
had been present. See p. 251 ; Theiner, 
i. 84 ; Giesel. I. ii. 355. 

b Rufin. L 4. 

^ Soc. i. II : Sor. L 23. Baronius 
325. 50) is very angry with these his- 



torians for their account of the afiair, 
and Sliltinck argues very desperately 
against the truth of the story. (Acta 
SB., Sept II, p. 786.) In favour of it, 
see Hefele, L 417-18. 

d Some place this as early as 335 ; 
Gieseler, between 36a and 370 (I. ii. 
345). See n. on Socr. ii. 43 : Labbe, 
iL 419; Hard. L 539; SchrOckh, v. 
238-43 : Neand. til 346 ; Hefele, L 
764-s. 
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Sebaste,^ condemns, among other extravagances con- 
nected with this subject, the refusal to communicate with 
married priests.' And in the eastern churches generally, 
although the practice of celibacy or of abstinence from 
conjugal intercourse became usual, it continued to the 
end of the century to be voluntary.^ 

In the west, an important step towards the establish- 
ment of cehbacy was taken by Siricius, in his decretal 
epistle of the year 385, addressed to Himerius, bishop of 
Tarragona.**. After stating that some clergymen had had 
children, and had defended themselves by pleading the 
Mosaic law, he argues that the cases are unlike, inasmuch 
as among the Jews the priesthood was hereditary, whereas 
among Christians it is not so ; and further that, as the 
Jewish priests separated themselves from their wives 
during the periods of ministering in the temple, so for 
the Christian clergy, who are always on duty, the separa- 
tion must be perpetual. He ordered that presbyters and 
deacons should abstain from their wives ; that such as 
had before violated this rule through ignorance should be 
allowed to retain their places, but on condition of ob- 
serving continence, and without the hope of promotion ; 
that if any one attempted to defend the contrary practice, 
he should be deposed ; that no man who had married a 
widow, or who had been more than once married,^ 
should be eligible to the ministry ; and that clergy con- 



' Walch supposes that the council 
was held before Eustathius became a 
bishop, iii. 543-6. 

f Can. iv. ap. Hard. 533. Gregory 
Nazianzen speaks of persons who, by 
way of excuse for deferring their bap- 
tism, pretended that they could not 
submit to receive it at the hands of a 
married bishop or presbyter. (Orat. 
xl. 26.) This, as Theiner (i. 242) ob- 
serves, is a proof how common marriage 
wa s among the eastern clergy. 



^ Soc. V. 22 ; SchrSckh, viii. 21-2 ; 
Theiner, i. 241 ; Giesel* I. ii. 260. 

h See p. 432. 

i It was a question whether a clerk 
who had married once before and once 
after baptism were a bigamist. St. 
Jerome (Ep. Ixix. 2) decides in the 
negative ; but his editors observe that 
the western authorities (such as Inno- 
cent I. and Leo I.) were generally on 
the other side. See Gratian, Dist. 
xxvi. (Patrol, clxxxvii.). 
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tracting such marriages should be deposed.^ The fre- 
quency of enactments in pursuance of this decretal, and 
the mitigations of its provisions which some of them 
contain, indicate that great difficulty was found in en- 
forcing it; and this inference is amply supported by 
other facts.^ 

In proportion as the marriage of ecclesiastics was dis- 
couraged, the practice of entertaining female companions 
cr attendants in their houses increased.™ The council 
of Nicaea enacted that no women should be admitted 
in this capacity, except such as from near relationship 
or from age might be regarded as beyond suspicion of 
improper familiarity with the clergy.^ 



k Hard. i. 849-50. 

• Theiner, i. 252, 263 ; Giesel. I. ii. 

258. 

'" Hieron. Ep. xxii. 14 ; Theiner, L 
382, seqq. 

" Can. 3. See Suicer, s. v. ffVweU- 
caKTOS. From a misunderstanding of 
the words subintroductam tnulieretn 
in the translation, it was supposed 
during the middle ages that this canon 
was directed against the tnarriage of 
the clergy. (See the defence of the 
first Roman council under Gregory 
VII. in Hard. vi. 1532.) The idea of 
referrmg the prohibition of marriage 
to apostolical authority is an invention 
of the later Romanists. (Giesel. I. iL 
257.) The Oxford annotator on Fleury 
(i. 182) gives a highly ingenious ac- 



count of the matter. 



Earnestness 



and persecution seem at first to have 
superseded the need of canons, and all 



but readers and singers observed con- 
tinence. But no sooner had Constan- 
tine granted the Christians in Spain 
liberty of worship, a.d. 306, than we 
find a council at Eliberis, a.d. 309, 
requiring continence of all clerks:" 
and the other regulations of the century 
are represented as 'occasioned by the 
laxity which followed when persecution 
had come to an end. Thus a view 
which had been put forth by Romanist 
writers in the way of argument, is re- 
peated by one who, when he wrote 
was still nominally a member of the 
English church, as if it were a state- 
ment of uncontested facts, and without 
any hint even that there is a question 
as to the date of the Spanish council ; 
although the most probable opinion on 
this point would of itself be enough to 
destroy his theory, by placing the 
council before the edict of toleration. 
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